MONASTIC-PAROCHIAL CHURCHES IN ENGLAND AND WALES, 1066-1540

In 1884-5, Rev’d J. F. Hodgson published a list of monasteries which shared their churches with parochial congregations (J. F. Hodgson, ‘On the Difference of Plan alleged to exist between Churches of Austin Canons and those of Monks; and the Frequency with which such Churches were Parochial’, Archaeological Journal, 41 1884, pp. 374-414, 42, 1885, pp. 96-119, 215-46, 331-69, 440-68). Hodgson calculated that there were 37 Augustinian houses inhabiting monastic-parochial churches and a further 119 Benedictine monasteries of one kind or another. This total figure of 156 churches has remained in circulation ever since, but no-one has had the temerity in the intervening 120 years to attempt to produce another such list.

Once the many complications of determining the status of individual churches are appreciated, this reticence is hardly surprising. Hodgson relied heavily on church dedications and surviving parish churches, but in fact neither are entirely reliable indicators. It is common to find shared churches with separate dedications for the monastic and parochial sections, as well as separate (and often contiguous) churches with the same dedication. Equally, post-medieval usage of priory churches is not necessarily a sound guide to previous arrangements, particularly with the common uncertainty over whether the religious used the existing church or not. Furthermore, medieval practice was very far from static. In numerous cases, a new home was found for one of the parties as a result of the inconvenience of co-habitation (though with the parish sometimes retaining rights in the conventual church). And it was not unknown, particularly in the north, for monastic churches to be adopted by lay worshippers, either acquiring full parochial status or serving as parochial chapels.

In the light of these and other complexities, not to mention the inevitably numerous lacunae in the sources, to produce an exhaustive list may be an impossible undertaking; and it is certainly beyond the ability of a single researcher.  Topographical and archaeological discoveries are required alongside documentary findings, and minute detail often known only to the local historian must be sought from scores of houses. What is tentatively presented here, therefore, is no more than a highly imperfect starting point. It is hoped that this list will prompt further researches, allowing the publication of a more authoritative list as a later date. Shortage of space has unfortunately permitted only the briefest of references; and I have in general sought to point to the most conclusive rather than the most accessible source. Yet still in many cases there remains considerable room for doubt.

If nothing else, this list suggests two important conclusions. Firstly, the great fluidity of medieval arrangements – although much needs to be done to firm up the chronology of re-location. And secondly, the surprisingly high number of monasteries which seem to have co-habited with parishioners at some point in their history – by this rendering around 284 houses, approaching double the number Hodgson suggested. Any amendments, or further information, would be very gratefully received. Equally, I would be very happy to share further references regarding particular houses on request.

Martin Heale, School of History, University of Liverpool

email: mrvheale@liverpool.ac.uk

Benedictines: Independent (21)

Abbotsbury Abbey (RCHME West Dorset, pp. 1-4) Until early C14?

Bardney Abbey (A. H. Thompson, Visitations of Religious Houses in the Diocese of 


Lincoln, 1420-1449, 3 vols, Linc. Rec. Soc., 7, 14, 21, 1914-29, I, pp. 2-5) 

Until C12 or C13? (n.b. This document shows the parishioners of Bardney 

worshipping in a small church within the precinct of the abbey until the early fifteenth century. It is quite possible, by analogy with Rochester, that they had previously been housed in the conventual church.)

Battle Abbey (E. Searle (ed.), Chronicle of Battle Abbey, Oxford, 1980, pp. 124-7, 

55n) Until c.1102-7.

Burton Abbey (I. Atherton, ‘Burton Abbey Church: a reconsideration of its built 

form’, Staffs. Arch. and Hist. Soc. Trans., 37, 1995-6, pp. 105-18)

Bury St Edmunds (G. Cook, The English Mediaeval Parish Church, 3rd edn, 

London, 1961, p. 68) Until 1125?

Chester Abbey (VCH Cheshire, II, p. 138)

Crowland Abbey (J. C. Dickinson, Monastic Life in Medieval England, London, 

1961, p. 19)

Ely Cathedral Priory (M. Franklin, ‘The cathedral as parish church: the case of 

southern England’, in Church and City 1000-1500, ed. D. Abulafia et al, Cambridge, 1992, pp. 192-4) St Mary’s parish until –1208; Holy Cross parish until c.1362.

Humberston Abbey (A. Binns, Dedications of Monastic Houses in England and 

Wales 1066-1216, Woodbridge, 1989, p. 76)
Milton Abbey (J. P. Traskey, Milton Abbey, Tisbury, 1978, pp. 151-2; but see 

RCHME Central Dorset II, p. 182)

Pershore Abbey (VCH Worcs., II, p. 129)

Ramsey Abbey (RCHME Huntingdonshire, pp. 204-5) Until C14?

Rochester Cathedral Priory (Franklin, ‘Cathedral as parish church’, pp. 178-82) Until 

1423.

St Albans Abbey (P. Binski, ‘The murals in the nave of St Albans Abbey’, in Abulafia 

et al, Church and City, pp. 274-5) Until early C12, though parish may have 

retained rights in nave.

Sherborne Abbey (Leland’s Itinerary in England and Wales, ed. L. Toulmin Smith, 5 

vols, London, paperback edn, 1964, I, p. 152)

Shrewsbury Abbey (VCH, Shropshire, II, p. 30)

Stow Abbey (Hodgson, p. 239) Until 1094-5.

Tewkesbury Abbey (E. A. Freeman, ‘The Case of the Collegiate Church of Arundel’, 

Arch. Jnl, 37, 1880, pp. 254-5)

Thorney Abbey (R. Graham, An Essay on English Monasteries, London, 1939, p. 36)
Winchcombe Abbey (Leland’s Itinerary, II, pp. 54-5) Until c.1460.
Upholland Priory (VCH Lancashire, II, p. 112) Parochial chapel?

Benedictines: Dependent (48)

Aldeby Priory (C. Messent, The Monastic Remains of Norfolk and Suffolk, Norwich, 

1934, p. 9))

Bassaleg Priory (J. Caley, H. Ellis and B. Bandinel (eds), William Dugdale, 

Monasticon Anglicanum, 6 vols, London, 1817-30, IV, pp.633-4, no. 1)

Belvoir Priory (Dugdale, Mon. Ang., III, p. 289, no. 2)

Binham Priory (E. B. Burstall, ‘A monastic agreement of the fourteenth century’, 

Norfolk Arch., 31, 1955-7, pp. 211-18)

Brecon Priory (D. Gwynn-Jones, ‘Brecon Cathedral c.1093-1537: the church of the 

Holy Rood’, Brycheiniog, 24, 1990-2, pp. 23-37)

St James’ Priory Bristol (W. Barrett, The History and Antiquities of the City of Bristol 

(Bristol, 1789), pp. 385-6)

Bromfield Priory (D. Cranage, An Architectural Account of the Churches of 

Shropshire, 2 vols, Wellington, 1901, I, p. 71)

Cardiff Priory (W. Rees, ‘The Priory of Cardiff, and other Possessions of the Abbey 

of Tewkesbury in Glamorgan’, South Wales and Monmouth Rec. Soc., 2, 1950, pp. 148-9)

Cardigan Priory (Hodgson, p. 220)
Colne Priory (Cartularium Prioratus de Colne, ed. J. Fisher, Essex Arch. Soc., 

Occasional Publs, I (1946), nos. 1, 23, pp. 1-2, 13-14) Until 1148.

Cranborne Priory (RCHME East Dorset, pp. 5-6)

Deeping St James Priory (CClR, 1500-1509, no. 770 (vii), p. 292)

Dunster Priory (K. L. French, ‘Competing for space: medieval religious conflict in the 

monastic-parochial church at Dunster’, Jnl of Med. and Early Mod. Studies, 27, 1997, pp.215-44)

Edwardstone Priory (J. Stevenson (ed.), Chronicon Monasterii de Abingdon, 2 vols, 

Rolls Ser., 2, 1858, II, pp. 61-2, 288.

Ewenny Priory (C. Ralegh Radford, Ewenny Priory, HMSO, 1952)

Ewyas Harold Priory (D. Walker, A Register of the Churches of the Monastery of St 

Peter’s Gloucester, in An Ecclesiastical Miscellany, Publs of the Bristol and 

Gloucs Arch. Soc., Record Ser., 11 (1976), nos 99-100, p. 39) Until c.1120x

c.1150?

Felixstowe/Walton Priory (S. West, ‘The Excavation of Walton Priory’, Procs of the 

Suffolk Inst. of Archaeology, 33, 1975) At least from c.1369.

Freiston Priory (Thompson, Visitations of Religious Houses, I, p. 38n)

Hackness Priory (A. H. Thompson, ‘The Monastic Settlement at Hackness and its 

relation to the Abbey of Whitby’, Yorks Arch. Jnl, 27, 1924, pp. 388-405). Until early C12?
Hatfield Peverel Priory (RCHME Essex, II, pp. 122-6)

St Peter’s Priory Hereford (English Episcopal Acta VII, nos 19, 21) Until 1143.

Hertford Priory (F. Davis et al (ed.), Rotuli Ricardi Gravesend, Diocesis 

Lincolniensis, 1258-1279, Cant. & York Soc., 31, 1925, p. 176)
Horton Priory (RCHME Dorset, V, pp. 34-5)

Hurley Priory (VCH Berkshire, III, pp. 152-60)

Jarrow Priory (A. Piper, The Durham Monks at Jarrow, Jarrow Lecture (1986), p. 6)

Kidwelly Priory (Leland’s Itinerary, III, p. 51)
Kilpeck Priory (R. Shoesmith, ‘Excavations at Kilpeck, Herefordshire’, Trans. of the 
Woolhope Naturalists’ Field Club, 47, 1992, pp. 162-209)?

Leominster Priory (R. Griffiths (ed.), Registrum Thome de Cantilupo, Episcopi 

Herefordensis, AD 1275-1282, Cant. &York Soc., 2, 1907, pp. 46-8)

Leonard Stanley Priory (J. Middleton, ‘Stanley St Leonards: The College of Canons 

and the Collegiate Church’, Trans. of the Bristol and Gloucs Arch. Soc., 5, 1880-1, pp. 122-3)

Llanbadarn Fawr Priory (‘N. Chadwick, ‘Intellectual Life in West Wales in the Last 

Days of the Celtic Church’, in Chadwick (ed.), Studies in the Early British Church, Cambridge, 1958, pp. 162-4, 177)
Lynn Priory (D. Owen, The Making of King’s Lynn, British Academy Records of Soc. 

and Ec. History, new ser., 9, 1984, no. 151, pp. 146-7)

Lytham Priory (VCH Lancashire, VII, pp. 216-17)

Middlesbrough Priory (J. Burton, ‘Monasteries and Parish Churches in Eleventh- and 

Twelfth- Century Yorkshire’, Northern History, 23, 1987, p. 49) From 1130s.
Morville Priory (VCH, Shropshire, II, p. 29)

Penwortham Priory (Leland’s Itinerary, IV, p. 9)

Pilton Priory (Registrum Malmesburiense, ed. J. S. Brewer and C. T. Martin, 2 vols, 

Rolls Ser., 72, 1879-80, II, cap. 304, pp. 171-2)

Rumburgh Priory (P. Pobst (ed.), The Register of William Bateman Bishop of 

Norwich, 1344-1355, 2 vols, Cant. & York Soc., II, 90, 2000, p. 146)

St Bees Priory (J. Wilson (ed.), The Register of the Priory of St Bees, Surtees Soc., 

126, 1915, p. iv)

Scilly Priory (Private info. from Prof. Nicholas Orme – VCH Cornwall forthcoming)

Snaith Priory (E. Barker (ed.), The Register of Thomas Rotherham, Archbishop of 

York, 1480-1500, vol. I, Cant. & York Soc., 69, 1976, pp. 194-5)

Tynemouth Priory (H. Riley (ed.), Gesta Abbatum Mon. Sancti Albani, ed. H. T. 

Riley, 3 vols, Rolls Ser., 28(4), 1867-9, I, pp. 390-1)

Wallingford Priory (GASA, I, p. 56; W. Turner and H. Coxe (eds), Calendar of 

Charters and Rolls preserved in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, 1878, Berks. ch. 66, p. 18)

Wearmouth Priory (J. Raine (ed.), Jarrow and Monk-Wearmouth, Surtees Soc., 29, 

1854, p. xxv)

Westbury-upon-Trym Priory (VCH Gloucs., II, pp. 106-8)

Wetheral Priory (J. Prescott (ed.), The Register of the Priory of Wetherhal, 

Cumberland and Westmorland Antiq. and Arch. Soc., Extra Ser., I, 1897, p. 

xxxv)

Wymondham Priory (H. Harrod, ‘Some particulars relating to the history of the abbey 

church of Wymondham in Norfolk’, Archaeologia, 43, 1890, pp. 263-72)

Yarmouth Priory (G. Thurlow, Great Yarmouth Priory and Parish Church, Pitkin 

Guide, 1970, p. 14)

All Saints’ Priory Fishergate, York (D. Palliser, ‘The Unions of Parishes at York, 

1547-1586’, Yorks. Arch. Jnl, 46, 1974, pp. 88, 95)

Benedictines: alien priories (74)

The difficulties in ascertaining whether or not the religious were housed in a parish church are most pronounced for this category of monastery. Very often it is not clear where the monastic buildings were, nor if the religious used the local parish church for their services where it was situated a short distance from their house. As a result, considerable conjecture is unavoidable, and a number of priories have been included below where the mother house is known to have held the advowson of the parish church and where no evidence for a separate conventual church has been found.

Abergavenny Priory (R. Graham, ‘Four Alien Priories in Monmouthshire’, Journal of 

British Arch. Assoc., new ser., 35, 1929, pp. 101-21)

Allerton Mauleverer Priory (J. Burton, The Monastic Order in Yorkshire, 1069-1215, 

Cambridge, 1999, p. 48)

Andover Priory (VCH Hampshire, II, p. 219)

Arundel Priory (Freeman, ‘Collegiate Church of Arundel’, pp. 244-70)

Astley Priory (Hodgson, pp. 216-17)

Birstall Priory (Hodgson, p. 218)

Blyth Priory (J. Raine, The History and Antiquities of the Parish of Blyth, 

Westminster, 1860, pp. 53-7)

Boxgrove Priory (VCH Sussex, II, 56)

Burwell Priory (Hodgson, p. 219)

Carisbrooke Priory (Hodgson, p. 220)

Chepstow Priory (Graham, ‘Four Alien Priories in Monmouthshire’, pp. 101-21)

Cogges Priory (J. Blair & J. Steane, ‘Investigations at Cogges, Oxfordshire, 

1978-81: The Priory and Parish Church’, Oxoniensia, 47, 1982, p. 103)

Corsham Priory (The mother house held the advowson of the parish church: D. Knowles 

& R. Hadcock (eds), Medieval Religious Houses: England and Wales, 2nd edn, London, 1971, p. 87)?
Covenham Priory (The mother house held the advowson of the parish church: Binns, 

Dedications of Monastic Houses, p. 96)?
Cowick Priory (G. Yeo, The Monks of Cowick, Exeter, 1987, pp. 9-11)

Deerhurst Priory (VCH Gloucs., VIII, pp. 34-49)

Dunwich Priory (Binns, Dedications of Monastic Houses, pp. 96-7)?

Ecclesfield Priory (VCH Yorks., III, p. 388)

Edith Weston Priory (Hodgson, p. 223)

Ellingham Priory (The mother house held the advowson of the parish church: 

Knowles & Hadcock, p. 88)?
Everdon Priory (Hodgson, p. 223)

Eye Priory (V. Brown (ed.), Eye Priory Cartulary and Charters, 2 vols, Suffolk 

Records Soc., Suffolk Charters, 12-13, 1992-4, II, p. 14) Until c.1119.
Folkestone Priory (Hodgson, p. 224)?
Frampton Priory (Hodgson, p. 224)?
Goldcliff Priory (D. Williams, ‘Goldcliff Priory’, The Monmouthshire Antiquary, 3, 

1970-1, p. 37)

Hamble Priory (T. Kirby, ‘The alien priory of St Andrew, Hamble, and its transfer to 

Winchester College in 1391’, Archaeologia, 50, 1887, pp. 251-62)
Harmondsworth Priory (RCHME Middlesex, pp. 60-2)

Hatfield Regis Priory (F. Galpin, ‘The history of the church of Hatfield Regis’, Trans. 

of Essex Arch. Soc., 6, 1898, pp. 326-45)

Haugham Priory (D. Owen, Church and Society in Medieval Lincolnshire, Lincoln, 

1971, p. 47)? 

Hinckley Priory (Hodgson, p. 226)

Horsley Priory (D. Matthew, The Norman Monasteries and their English Possessions, 

Oxford, 1962, p. 61)

Ippleden Priory (Hodgson, p. 227)

Lancaster Priory (W. Roper (ed.), Materials for the History of the Church of 

Lancaster, 2 vols, Chetham Soc., 2nd ser., 26, 31, 1892-4, I, pp. 144-6)
Lapley Priory (VCH Staffs., III, p. 341)

Llangennith Priory (The mother house held the advowson of the parish church: Binns, 

Dedications of Monastic Houses, pp. 100-1)?

Llangua Priory (The mother house held the advowson of the parish church: Binns, 

Dedications of Monastic Houses, p. 101)?
Loders Priory (RCHME West Dorset, pp. 137-40)

Minster Priory (Knowles & Hadcock, p. 89)?

Minster Lovell Priory (A. J. Taylor, ‘The Alien Priory of Minster Lovell’, 

Oxoniensia, 2, 1937, pp. 103-17)

Minting Priory (Hodgson, pp. 229-30)

Modbury Priory (J. James, ‘The Norman Benedictine Alien Priory of St George, 

Modbury, AD c.1135-1480’, Trans. of Devonshire Assoc., 131, 1999, pp. 81-103)

Monk Sherborne Priory (Cook, English Mediaeval Parish Church, p. 274)?
Monkland Priory (Hodgson, p. 230)?
Monks Kirby Priory (VCH Warks., VI, pp. 177-80)

Monmouth Priory (Graham, ‘Four Alien Priories in Monmouthshire’, pp. 101-21)

Newent Priory (The mother house held the advowson of the parish church: Binns, 

Dedications of Monastic Houses, p. 102)?
Ogbourne St George Priory (Hodgson, p. 232)?
Otterton Priory (Hodgson, p. 232)

Pembroke Priory (Freeman, ‘Collegiate Church of Arundel’, p. 253)

Runcton Priory (The mother house held the advowson of the parish church: 

Knowles & Hadcock, p. 91)
Sele Priory (L. Salzman (ed.), The Chartulary of the Priory of St Peter at Sele, 

Cambridge, 1923, p. 15)

Spalding Priory (Dugdale, Mon. Ang., III, pp. 228-9) Until C13? (n.b. This document 

implies that the parishioners were already worshipping in their own building within the monastic precinct by the 1280s. Nevertheless, it is possible, by analogy with Rochester, that they had previously worshipped in the conventual church)

Spettisbury Priory (The mother house held the advowson of the parish church: Binns, 

Dedications of Monastic Houses, p. 105)?

Sporle Priory (Hodgson, p. 236)

Steventon Priory (Hodgson, p. 236)

Stogursey Priory (T. Tremlett and N. Blakiston (eds), Stogursey Charters, Somerset 

Rec. Soc., 61, 1946, pp. 13-15)

Stoke by Clare Priory (C. Harper-Bill & R. Mortimer (eds), Stoke by Clare Cartulary, 

3 vols, Suffolk Records Soc., Suffolk Charters, 4-6, 1982-4, p. 16) Until c.1139x1143.

Swavesey Priory (VCH Cambs., IX, pp. 393-6)

Throwley Priory (The mother house held the advowson of the parish church: Binns, 

Dedications of Monastic Houses, p. 107)?
Titley Priory (RCHME North West Herefordshire, p. 190)

Toft Monks Priory (Hodgson, p. 241)?

Totnes Priory (H. Watkin, The History of Totnes Priory and Medieval Town, 2 vols, 

Torquay, 1914-17, I, p. 607)

Tutbury Priory (VCH Staffs., III, p. 339)

Upavon Priory (Hodgson, p. 241)?

Ware Priory (VCH Herts., III, p. 394)

Wareham Priory (RCHME South-East Dorset, part II, pp. 305-9)

Warmington Priory (The mother house held the advowson of the parish church: 

Binns, Dedications of Monastic Houses, p. 108)?
Wath Priory (The mother house held the advowson of the parish church: Binns, 

Dedications of Monastic Houses, p. 108)?
Weedon Beck Priory (The mother house held the advowson of the parish church: 

Binns, Dedications of Monastic Houses, p. 108)?
Weedon Lois Priory (Hodgson, p. 243)?
Wilmington Priory (W. Godfrey, ‘Wilmington Priory: an architectural description’, 

Sussex Arch. Collections, 69, 1928, pp. 1-27)

Wing Priory (The mother house held the advowson of the parish church: Knowles & 

Hadcock, p. 94)?

Wooten Wawen Priory (Matthew, Norman Monasteries, p. 60)?
Holy Trinity Priory, York (R. Skaife (ed.), The Register of the Guild of Corpus 

Christi in the City of York, Surtees Soc., 57, 1872, pp. 273-4n)

Augustinians (75)

Holy Trinity Priory, Aldgate (VCH London, I, p. 465; but see also A. H. Thompson, 

English Monasteries, Cambridge, 1913, pp.54-5)?

Bamburgh Priory (BL, Cotton MS Vesp. E.xix, f. 120v)

Barnwell Priory (VCH Cambs., I, pp. 244, 248) Parochial chapel.

Beddgelert Priory (RCHM Central Caernarvonshire, pp. 16-18)

Blackmore Priory (RCHME Central and South West Essex, p. 15)

Blythburgh Priory (C. Harper-Bill (ed.), Blythburgh Priory Cartulary, 2 parts, Suffolk 

Records Soc., Suffolk Charters, 2-3, 1980-1, I, pp. 1-2) For short time in C12?

Bolton Priory (A. H. Thompson, History and Architectural Description of the Priory 

of  St Mary, Bolton-in-Wharfedale, Thoresby Soc., 30, 1928, p. 112) Parochial chapel.

Bourne Abbey (J. Dickinson, ‘The Buildings of the English Austin Canons after the 

Dissolution of the Monasteries’, Journal of the British Arch. Assoc., 3rd ser., 31, 1968, p. 66)

Breedon Priory (Archaeological Journal, 71, 1914, pp. 394-7)

Bridlington Priory (J. A. Franklin, ‘Bridlington Priory: an Augustinian Church and 

Cloister In the Twelfth Century’, in Medieval Art and Architecture in the East Riding of Yorkshire, ed. C. Wilson, British Arch. Assoc. Conf. Trans., 9, 1989, pp. 44-61)

St Augustine’s Abbey, Bristol (D. Walker (ed.), The Cartulary of St Augustine’s 

Abbey, Bristol, Bristol and Gloucs. Arch. Soc., Gloucs. Rec. Ser., 10, 1998, pp. xiv-xxii) Until 1158x1160?

Bruton Priory (Two Cartularies of the Augustinaian Priory of Bruton and the Cluniac 

Priory of Montacute in the co. of Somerset, ed. T. S. Holmes et al, Somerset Record Society, 8, 1894, pp. xxxix-xliii)

Butley Priory (Dickinson, ‘Buildings of English Austin Canons’, p. 66) In C12?

St Giles’ Priory, Cambridge (C. Brooke, ‘The churches of medieval Cambridge’, in 

History, Society and the Churches, ed. D. Beales and G. Best, Cambridge, 1985, p. 71)

Canons Ashby Priory (Hodgson, p. 101)
Carham Priory (Hodgson, p. 101)

Carlisle Cathedral Priory (VCH, Cumberland, II, pp. 136-7)

Cartmel Priory (J. Dickinson, The Priory of Cartmel, Milnthorpe, 1991, p. 12)

Chacombe Priory (D. Robinson, The Geography of Augustinian Settlement, 2 parts,

British Arch. Reports, British Ser., 80, 1980, I, p. 45; but see Hodgson, p. 385)

Chetwode Priory (RCHME Buckinghamshire, II, p. 85) At least from c.1480.

Chirbury Priory (VCH Salop., II, pp. 59-61)

Christchurch Priory (VCH Hants, II, pp. 152-3)

Church Gresley Priory (Dickinson, ‘Buildings of English Austin Canons’, p. 66)

Cockerham Priory (VCH Lancs., II, pp. 152-3)

St Botulph’s Priory, Colchester (Dickinson, ‘Buildings of English Austin Canons’, p. 

66)

Dorchester Abbey (VCH Oxon., II, p. 87)

Dunstable Priory (A. Vallance, Greater English Church Screens, London, 1947, pp. 

21-2)

East Rudham Priory (Robinson, Geography of Augustinian Settlement, I, pp. 80-1) 

Until c.1216.

St Oswald’s Priory, Gloucester (C. Heighway et al, ‘Excavations at Gloucester: St 

Oswald’s Priory, Gloucester, 1975-6’, The Antiquaries Journal, 58, 1978, pp.103-32)

Guisborough Priory (Burton, Monastic Order in Yorkshire, p. 93) For short time in 

C12?

Haughmond Abbey (J. Dickinson, The Origins of the Austin Canons and their

Introduction into England, London, 1950, p. 150) Parochial chapel.

Hexham Priory (H. Craster (ed.), A History of Northumberland, 15 vols, Newcastle, 

1893-1940, III(i), p. 203)

Hood Priory (R. Hill et al (eds), The Register of William Melton, Archbishop of York, 

1317-1340, 4 vols, Cant. & York Soc., 70-1, 76, 85 (1977-97), II, no. 411, p. 154). Parochial chapel.

Huntingdon Priory, (Dickinson, Origins of Austin Canons, pp. 149-50) For short time 

before moving to new site, early C12.

Holy Trinity Priory, Ipswich (Seems to have been founded in existing church: Binns, 

Dedications of Monastic Houses, p. 137)?

SS Peter & Paul, Ipswich (VCH Suffolk, II, p. 102)?
Ivychurch Priory (VCH Wilts., III, p. 289-94) Parochial chapel.

Ixworth Priory (Robinson, Geography of Augustinian Settlement, I, p. 39) Until mid-


C12?

Kenilworth Abbey (E. Carey-Hill, ‘Kenilworth Abbey’, Trans. of the Birmingham 

Arch. Soc., 52, 1927, p. 198) Until late C13?

Kirkham Priory (J. Burton, ‘Priory and Parish: Kirkham and its parishioners 1496-7’, 

in B. Thompson (ed), Monasteries and Society in Medieval Britain, Stamford, 1999, pp. 329-47)

Kyme Priory (Dickinson, ‘Buildings of English Austin Canons’, p. 66)

Lanercost Priory (Dickinson, ‘Buildings of English Austin Canons’, p. 65) Parochial 

chapel.

Launde Priory (Dickinson, ‘Buildings of English Austin Canons’, p. 65) Parochial 

chapel.

Letheringham Priory (Hodgson, p. 105)

Little Dunmow Priory (A. Clapham, ‘The Augustinian Priory Church of Little 

Dunmow’, Trans. of the Essex Arch. Soc., new ser., 13, 1915, pp. 285-92)

Markby Priory (Owen, Church and Society, p. 151)

Marton Priory (Burton, Monastic Order in Yorkshire, p. 92; but see Thompson, 

History and Architectural Description of Bolton, p. 36, and Binns, 

Dedications of Monastic Houses, p. 142)?

Maxstoke Priory (VCH Warks., II, p. 91)

Mobberley Priory (Hodgson, pp. 105-6)

Ovingham Priory (Hodgson, p. 106)

Owston Abbey (Dickinson, ‘Buildings of English Austin Canons’, p. 66)

St Frideswide’s Priory, Oxford (J. Blair, ‘St Frideswide’s Monastery: Problems and 

Possibilities’, Oxoniensia, 53, 1988, pp. 255-8) Until 1298.

Penmon Priory (RCHM Anglesey, pp. 119-23)

Ratlinghope Priory (VCH Salop., II, 80) Parochial chapel?

Royston Priory (Leland’s Itinerary, I, p. 328). Parochial chapel.

St Anthony-in-Roseland Priory (G. Trinick, St Anthony’s Church, St Anthony-in-

Roseland, Churches Conservation Trust, 1999)

St Germans Priory (Leland’s Itinerary, I, p. 324)

Sheringham Priory (Hodgson, p. 107)

Shobdon Priory (Robinson, Geography of Augustinian Settlement, I, p. 82) Until 

c.1172.

St Bartholomew’s Priory, Smithfield (Cook, English Mediaeval Parish Church, pp. 

63-4)

Southwark Priory (VCH London, I, pp. 480-2)

Stone Priory (VCH Staffs., III, pp. 240-4)

Thurgarton Priory (T. Foulds (ed.), The Thurgarton Cartulary, Stamford, 1994, pp. 

571-2)

Torksey Priory (Leland’s Itinerary, I, p. 32)

Tregorney Priory (The mother house held the advowson of the parish church: 

Knowles & Hadcock, p. 182)?
Trentham Priory (Hodgson, p. 107)?

Waltham Abbey (RCHME Central and South West Essex, pp. 237-9)

Warter Priory (Burton, Monastic Order in Yorkshire, p. 92; but see Thompson, 

History and Architectural Description of Bolton, p. 36)?
West Acre Priory (N. Pevsner, The Buildings of England: North East Norfolk 

and Norwich, London, 1997, pp. 370-1) Until C14?
Weybourne Priory (F. Fairweather, ‘The Augustinian Priory of Weybourne, Norfolk’, 


Norfolk Arch., 24, 1932, pp. 201-28)

Wigmore Priory (Robinson, Geography of Augustinian Settlement, I, p. 82) 1131-5?
Wombridge Priory (Hodgson, p. 108)

Woodbridge Priory (Robinson, Geography of Augustinian Settlement, I, p. 39) Until 

early C15?

Woodkirk Priory (W. Brown (ed.) The Register of John le Romeyn, Lord Archbishop 

of York, 1286-1296, 2 vols, Surtees Soc,, 123, 128 (1913-17), I, no. 125, pp. 53-4)

Worksop Priory (M. Thurlby, ‘Worksop Priory Church: The Romanesque and Early 

Gothic Fabric’, in Southwell and Nottinghamshire. Medieval Art, Architecture, and Industry, ed. J. S. Alexander, British Arch. Assoc. Conf. Trans., 21, 1998, pp. 101-9)

Cluniacs (9)

Church Preen Priory (VCH Salop., II, p. 38)

Daventry Priory (M. Franklin (ed.), The Cartulary of Daventry Priory, Northants Rec. 

Soc., 35, 1988, pp. xxx-xxxvii)

Horkesley Priory (RCHME North-East Essex, p. 169)

Malpas Priory (R. Graham, ‘A history of the buildings of the English Province of the 

Order of Cluny after the suppression of some priories and the general Dissolution of the Monasteries’, Journal of the British Arch. Assoc., 3rd ser., 15, 1952, p. 26)

Newton Longville Priory (Hodgson, p. 231)

Preston Capes Priory (Hodgson, pp. 232-3) Until 1107-8?

St Clears Priory (RCHM Carmarthen, pp. 238-9)

St Helen’s Priory (Graham, ‘History of buildings’, p. 14)

Wangford Priory (Hodgson, p. 242)

Gilbertines (4)

Ellerton Priory (R. Graham, St Gilbert of Sempringham and the Gilbertines, London, 

1903, p. 213)
Malton Priory (Leland’s Itinerary, I, p. 57)

Sempringham Priory (B. Golding, Gilbert of Sempringham and the Gilbertine Order, 

c.1130-1300, Oxford, 1995, p. 363) Until c.1147.

St Andrew’s Priory, York (Burton, Monastic Order in Yorkshire, pp. 91-2; but see 

VCH City of York, p. 376)?
Premonstratensians (2)

Langley Priory (H. Colvin, The White Canons in England, Oxford, 1951, pp. 272-3) 

For a short time from 1195.
West Dereham Priory (Colvin, White Canons, pp. 272-3) For a short time from 1188.

Cistercians (1)

Scarborough (C. Talbot, ‘Cîteaux and Scarborough’, Studia Monastica, 2, 1960, pp. 

95-158)

Bonhommes (1)

Edington Priory (J. Stevenson (ed.), The Edington Cartulary, Wilts. Rec. Soc., 42, 

1987, pp. 9-14)

Nunneries (49)

Aconbury Priory (RCHME South West Herefordshire, p. 12)?
Amesbury Priory (RCHME Churches of South East Wiltshire, pp. 233-5) Used by 

canons rather than nuns, it appears.
Barking Abbey (RCHME Central and South West Essex, pp. 4, 7) Until early C13?

Barrow Gurney Priory (Hodgson, p. 217)

St Helen’s Priory, Bishopsgate (M. Reddan & A. Clapham, The Survey of London, 

IX, The Parish of St Helen, Bishopsgate (part i), London, 1924, pp. 31-5)

Bungay Priory (R. Gilchrist & M. Oliva, Religious Women in Medieval East Anglia, 

Studies in East Anglian History 1, Norwich, 1993, pp. 24, 40, 89-90)

St Radegund’s Cambridge (A. Gray, The Priory of Saint Radegund Cambridge, 

Cambridge Antiq. Soc., Octavo Publs, 31, 1898, pp. 20-4)

Cannington Priory (Leland’s Itinerary, I, p. 163)

Holy Sepulchre Priory, Canterbury (S. Thompson, Women Religious. The Founding of 

English Nunneries after the Norman Conquest, Oxford, 1991, p. 36)

Carrow Priory (Gilchrist & Oliva, Religious Women, p. 38)

Chatteris Priory (C. Breay (ed.), The Cartulary of Chatteris Abbey, Woodbridge, 

1999, p. 87)

St Mary’s Priory, Clerkenwell (W. Hassall (ed.), Cartulary of St Mary Clerkenwell, 

Camden 3rd ser., 71, 1949, p. vii)

Crabhouse Priory (Gilchrist & Oliva, Religious Women, pp. 40, 63)

Davington Priory (P. Tester, ‘A plan and architectural description of the medieval 

remains of Davington priory’, Arch. Cantiana, 95, 1980, pp. 205-12)

Easebourne Priory (R. Gilchrist, Gender and Material Culture. The archaeology of 

religious women, London, 1994, pp. 104-6)

Elstow Abbey (VCH Beds., I, pp. 353-4) Until 1345?
Farewell Priory (VCH Staffs., III, p. 224)

Fotheringhay Priory (Leland’s Itinerary, I, p. 4) Until c.1145.
Godstow Abbey (Gilchrist, Gender and Material Culture, p. 94)

Goring Priory (J. Blair, ‘The Foundation of Goring Priory’, Oxoniensia, 51, 1986, pp. 

194-7)

Guisnes/Guyzance Priory (Colvin, White Canons, pp. 333-4)

Haliwell Priory (Gilchrist, Gender and Material Culture, p. 102)

Heynings Priory (Gilchrist, Contemplation and Action, p. 120)

Higham Priory (Gilchrist, Gender and Material Culture, p. 104; but see P. Tester, 

‘Excavations on the site of Higham Priory’, Arch Cantiana, 82, 1967, pp. 143-

61)?
Holystone Priory (Hodgson. p. 225)?
Ickleton Priory (C. Ralegh Radford, ‘Ickleton Church’, Arch. Journal, 124, 1967, pp. 

228-9)

Lyminster Priory (Hodgson, pp. 228-9)

Marham Priory (Gilchrist & Oliva, Religious Women, pp. 63, 86-7)

Marrick Priory (Gilchrist, Gender and Material Culture, p. 102)

Minster in Sheppey Priory (M. Walcott, ‘Inventory of the Benedictine priory of SS

Mary and Sexburga, in the island for Sheppey, for nuns’, Arch. Cantiana, 7, 1868, pp. 287-306)

Nun Monkton Priory (Gilchrist, Gender and Material Culture, p. 101)

Nuneaton Priory (Gilchrist, Gender and Material Culture, p. 103)

Nunkeeling Priory (W. Brown, ‘Description of the buildings of twelve small 

Yorkshire priories at the Reformation’, Yorks. Arch. Jnl, 9, 1886, p. 209)

Polesworth Abbey (Gilchrist, Gender and Material Culture, p. 101)

Redlingfield Priory (VCH Suffolk, II, p. 83)

Romsey Abbey (I. Scott, ‘Romsey Abbey: Benedictine nunnery and parish church’ in

Monastic Archaeology. Papers on the Study of Medieval Monasteries, ed. G. Keevill et al, Oxford, 2002, pp. 150-60)

Shaftesbury Abbey (CPR, 1364-7, pp.402-3) Until c.1364.
Stratford-at-Bow Priory (VCH Middlesex, I, p. 156)

Swaffham Bulbeck Priory (Gilchrist, Gender and Material Culture, p. 121; but see 

RCHME Cambridgeshire, II, p. 97)?
Swine Priory (J. Burton, ‘The “Chariot of Aminadab” and the Yorkshire priory of 

Swine’, in Pragmatic Utopias, ed. R. Horrox & S. Rees Jones, Cambridge, 2001, pp. 26-42)

St George’s Priory, Thetford (Gilchrist & Oliva, Religious Women, p. 40)

Usk Priory (Gilchrist, Gender and Material Culture, p. 101)

Wherwell Priory (D. Coldicott, Hampshire Nunneries, Chichester, 1989, pp. 55-6, 61) 

Until C14?

Wilberfoss Priory (Brown, ‘Description of buildings’, p. 204)

Wix Priory (Hodgson, p. 244)

Wothorpe Priory (Gilchrist, Gender and Material Culture, p. 121)

Wroxall Priory (Gilchrist, Gender and Material Culture, p. 104)

Wykeham Priory (Burton, Monastic Order in Yorkshire, p. 140)

Clementhorpe Priory, York (R. B. Dobson and Sara Donoghey, The History of 

Clementhorpe Nunnery, York Archaeological Trust, 1984)

