Dear Dr Godlee, 

Torjensen highlights important new evidence showing that children’s centres are effective in improving children and family’s outcomes; and funding cuts are having a negative impact on service provision.
 The Department for Education research shows that the centres can improve family functioning, children’s social skills and child-parent interaction
. Our qualitative research shows that children’s centres are highly valued by parents as trusted sources of social support, advice and guidance. 

Figure 1 shows that the poorest areas have the highest rates of children in need as defined by the Children’s Act
 
. But local authority budget cuts affecting children’s services have hit hardest in these very areas
 
Supporting families with children is essential in order to improve the health of populations and reduce inequalities, leading to lifelong benefits to the whole of society
. Unfortunately recent government policies are moving in the wrong direction. With child poverty set to rise dramatically over the coming years vi, the need for investment in children’s centres is greater than ever. 
Figure 1: Children in need (rate per 10,000 (2013/14)) against proportion of children in relative poverty (2012) for English local authorities 
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 Data source: Public Health England, 2016  www.yhpho.org.uk/spot - accessed 03.02.2016
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