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Editor:
We read with interest the paper by Hereth-Hebert and associates concerning the ocular complications in survivors of the Ebola outbreak in Guinea1. Our recent case-control study of retinal findings in Ebola survivors in Sierra Leone has provided additional information on the subject. Of the nine figures of retinal lesions attributed to Ebola included in the Hereth-Hebert et al1 cohort, only Figure 2 demonstrates a lesion in keeping with the retinal lesions we found in 14.6% of our Ebola survivor cohort (n=82)2. Uniform pigmented lesions with or without lacunae and or a surrounding grey halo as seen in Figures 3 to 6, 9 and 10 were seen in 18.2% and 19% of our Ebola survivors and control group (n=105) respectively2.  Figures 7 and 8 are also not in keeping with the appearance of Ebola lesions in our study. The rate of posterior uveitis secondary to Ebola in the Hereth-Hebert et al1 study may therefore be overestimated.

Given that other causes of uveitis such as toxoplasmosis are considerably more common in West Africa than Ebola related uveitis3, it may be that the 4 cases of late reoccurrences in the study by Hereth-Hebert et al1 are secondary to alternative etiologies rather than Ebola. 
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