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	Aim: 
To investigate which factors are important for participation in physical activity for children with DCD.
Background:
DCD is a complex condition often associated with co-occurring neurodevelopmental conditions DSM5 (APA, 2013).  It can be difficult for schools to identify, but children who remain undiagnosed are at risk of reduced participation in physical activity with risk of future cardiovascular disease (Cairney et al., 2005), mental health problems (Rigoli et al., 2012) and difficulty progressing at school and future career (Rasmussen & Gillberg, 2000).  An important role for OT is to promote participation and satisfaction with occupation, but which factors best facilitate this for children with DCD?
Method: 
A mixed methods longitudinal study followed the motor performance ability of n=34 children aged 7-14 years, both with and without DCD over 2 academic years.  Nested cases were chosen for collaborative arts based interviews to determine which elements were important for participation from the child’s perspective.
Results:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Children with and without DCD had very distinctive motor performance patterns over time, so did the children with different severity of motor impairment.  The children with severe DCD remained with severe impairment.  However, findings showed that their level of motor ability did not determine children’s perception of enjoyment of physical activity.  Furthermore, their level of participation in physical activity was not necessarily determined by level of motor ability either.  However existence of co-occurring conditions put the children at greater risk of reduced participation. 






Conclusion: 
The role of the immediate and wider environment appeared to have an important influence to provide opportunities to facilitate successful participation.  The implications for collaborative practice and the role of the OT to maximize these opportunities are discussed in light of the imminent revised EACD guidelines for DCD.
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	1. To be aware of the factors associated with positive and negative outcomes for participation in physical activity for children with DCD
2. To understand the role of OT in optimizing opportunities for participation for children with DCD
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