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Programme Note 
 
Transient Response comprises a short tribute to Elgar’s Enigma Variations, and in particular 
Nimrod. The starting point for this piece involved an enjoyable re-familiarisation with Elgar’s 
music and orchestration. I extracted a selection of short chord sequences from Nimrod, 
which I modified freely: I rearranged them, stretched them out, turned them upside down 
and used them to form the structure of the music. The Xylosynth is a relatively new 
electronic instrument that does not make any sound in itself, so must be connected to a 
sound source - a synthesiser or sampler.  Therefore, for this piece, I used it to trigger a 
mixture of electronic tuned percussion, modified piano sounds and synthesisers, layered 
together to create a solo part that would make a futuristic contrast with the traditional 
orchestral forces of Elgar’s masterpiece. 
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