Table 1

	Conclusions
	Details

	Population and Food Security
	An extremely high population density (994 per km2 in 1955) was supported by large extra-territorial income derived from the islands' location, which allowed Malta to benefit financially by providing services to the armed forces of the United Kingdom (UK), the dockyard being particularly significant.  This meant that, although 67% of the land area was cultivated, Malta was far from being self-sufficient in food. Future living standards would depend on the effective use of cultivated land and the maximisation of irrigation potential.  

	Maximum returns having regards for land conservation
	Farming was approximately half-commercial and half subsistence, but required improvement in productivity and specialisation in high-value crops for export, rather than relying on semi-subsistence livestock rearing for domestic consumption. There was extensive use: of the preferred herbicide (a mixture of copper sulphate (CuSO4) and slaked lime (Ca (OH)2) - known as Bordeaux mixture) and sulphate of ammonia fertilizer ((NH4)2 SO4). Irrigation and limited mechanisation, were either inappropriately used and/or were not optimised to ensure maximise output, efficient water use and minimal environmental damage. 

	Suggested Actions
	Short-term
a. A good husbandry campaign is required to reduce weeds and pests.
b. There is a need for an agricultural advisory service and exemplar holdings to show farmers what may be achieved.
c. Financial support is required to support crops grown for export.
d. A government organisation is required to ensure and maintain quality, inspection and grading of produce. 

e. A survey of crops is required, their distributions, farm economies and family budgets so that land may be classified and its potential for development assessed.

Longer-term

a. Further focused scientific and social research.
b. Compulsory land registration and a cadastral survey, which have been impediments to land improvement.
d. Trials of new crops. 
e. Control of tenurial practices and removal of legal impediments, which have held back land improvement and depressed agricultural yields.



	More critical comments of Bowen-Jones
	a. Farmers knowledge of market conditions is limited and not helped by wholesalers ('middlemen') who are widely mistrusted by the farming community. For instance, potatoes were widely grown for export to the UK, but were a low-value water intensive crop. The variety gown, Arran Banner, was also not popular across the whole of the UK. In contrast, vines and olives would thrive in Malta, but were rarely cultivated. In the 1950s these crops were imported in large volumes.

b. At the time of survey, many crops were sown and harvested according to a rigid traditional timetable - causing gluts, shortages and imports at certain time of the year. Given the climate, many crops could be grown at any time of the year.

c. Many examples of poor practice, ignorance and parochialism within farming communities. 

d. Ecological research is required if mechanisation and increased yields are to be achieved without deleterious impacts on the soil. 

e. As a result of the small size of most agricultural holdings, farmers need to act collaboratively. The notion of the co-operative should be explored.
f. Given the large population and small land area, self-sufficiency is not an achievable goal. There is a need, however, to choose crops that match the ecological conditions of the islands and will produce the greatest financial returns. Market gardening could be more widely adopted. 

g. A soil survey is a priority, especially as regards irrigation use.

h. There is a strong case for a major joint Maltese/British research project focused on agriculture.  


