Figures
Figure 1
CONSORT 2010 Flow Diagram
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VPS: ventriculoperitoneal shunt
ITT: intention to treat






Figure 2
Cumulative incidence plots of infection (top) and competing risk (bottom) by shunt type
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Assessed for eligibility (n= 3505 )  

Excluded screenings  (n= 1900 )      Not  eligible   (n= 1020 )      Consent not sought (n= 435 )      Consent not provided   (n= 369 )      Consent provided though not randomised   (n= 67 )      Unknown ( n=9)  

ITT population (n=536)      Infection at insertion  (n=3)     Primary outcome set (n=533)  

Withdrawal   from  follow up   (n= 14 )  

Allocated to Standard VPS  (n=536 )     VPS inserted (n= 536 )      Allocated VPS inserted  (n= 530 )      Allocated VPS not  inserted (n= 6 )     VPS not inserted (n= 0 )  

Allocation  

Analysis  

Follow - Up  

Randomised   (n=1605)  

Enrolment  

Allocated to  Antibiotic  impregnated   VPS (n= 538 )     VPS inserted (n= 536 )      Allocated VPS inserted  (n= 534 )      Allocated VPS not  inserted (n= 2 )     VPS not inserted (n= 2)     Allocated to  Silver  impregnated   VPS (n= 531 )     VPS inserted (n= 529 )      Allocated VPS inserted  (n= 521 )      Allocated VPS not  inserted (n= 8)     VPS not inserted (n= 2 )    

Withdraw al   from  follow up   (n= 22 )   Withdraw al   from  follow up   (n= 17 )  

ITT population (n=536)      Infection at insertion  (n=1)     Primary outcome set (n=535)   ITT population (n=529)      Infection at insertion  (n=3)     Primary outcome set (n=526)  
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Months 0 6 12 18 24
Standard 533 441 381 315 259
Antibiotic 535 442 381 319 250
Silver 526 420 366 300 252





