1. Luke chapter thirteen.  

2. <the United Nations Secretary General>

3. Kofi Annan < > described the Asian Tsunami as an unprecedented disaster 

4. [[which called for an unprecedented response.]]

5. Which of course it has received, 

6. with over one billion pounds given in the last three weeks, 

7. more than all the pledges of financial aid 

8. through the whole of last year 

9. for the whole world.  

10. And is it any wonder 

11. that so much has been given?  

12. With the images that have been beamed into our living rooms

13. with the reports that we’ve read in the newspapers

14. I’ve found the whole thing overwhelming and heartbreaking.  

15. As a dad of three children under five 

16. I can’t bear 

17. to think 

18. of all the children who have been orphaned, 

19. precious little people

20. [[who no longer have mummy and daddy 

21. to look after them.]]  

22. Indeed, watching err Monday evening’s ten o’clock news, 

23. I found 

24. myself fighting back the tears 

25. as a little boy spoke 

26. of the way the tsunami had taken his entire family.  

27. I, I can’t imagine 

28. how bereaved parents must feel, 

29. especially those who are racked with guilt, 

30. I think wrongly, 

31. but still they feel the guilt 

32. of, of just not being able to hold on to their children 

33. [in the force of the wave.]  

34. I guess 

35. we’ve all seen 

36. the pictures of people being swept away, 

37. err, the mass graves, 

38. the bodies needing [[to be identified]], 

39. the pictures of those missing posted on notice boards, 

40. and then in these last days the scenes of utter devastation 

41. where once thriving villages stood.  

42. No wonder 

43. there’s been an unprecedented response, 

44. and not only in terms of aid 

45. but also comment.  

46. The catastrophe of these last weeks has grabbed the whole world’s attention 

47. and many people want answers.  

48. Err, you read your newspapers, 

49. as I’m sure you have, 

50. as I have, 

51. and either the letters or the comments pages are asking for answers, 

52. asking big questions.  

53. From a theological perspective, reading the newspapers, 

54. it seems that this tragedy has either made people doubt the existence of God 

55. or made them question the character of God.  

56. <writing in the Daily Mail>

57. Melanie Philips < > summed up the thoughts of many with the question 

58. “how can you believe 

59. in a God who permits suffering on this scale?”  

60. You see, 

61. doubting the existence of God.  

62. And for others the character of God has been called into question.

63. <writing in the Guardian>

64. Martin Kettle < > explained 

65. <while events like nine eleven can be explained an … as an act of fallen humanity>

66. that < > this was indisputably an act of God,

67. and what kind of God would act that way, 

68. he asks.  

69. The tsunami has provoked huge questions about the character of God.  

70. Where was God on Boxing Day?  

71. What was he doing?  

72. Well, where was he?  

73. Opening his presents?  

74. On his post-Christmas break 

75. [with his feet up somewhere else in the universe 

76. after a particularly busy festive season?]

77. What was he doing on Boxing Day?  

78. Didn’t he think 

79. to try and warn anyone?  

80. Or does he just not care?  

81. Or if he does care, 

82. does the tsunami tell us 

83. that he is impotent 

84. and was simply unable to do anything?  

85. These are huge questions 

86. and there are no easy answers.  

87. Indeed, quick superficial answers must be avoided, 

88. and for that reason I wish 

89. I had twenty-four, twenty-four hours to talk these things through with you 

90. and not just twenty-four minutes.  

91. You see, 

92. one journalist wrote:  

93. “Religion is scrabbling for an answer.”  

94. Now I have to say 

95. that is simply not the case for the Christian.  

96. I don’t know about other religions, 

97. but for the Christian we are not scrabbling around for an answer.  

98. For sure, there are no easy answers, 
99. but be sure of this, 
100. the Bible does have much to say about suffering.  
101. The Bible does address the issues of tragedies and wars 
102. famines and tsunamis.  

103. Now I can’t possibly cover everything now, 

104. and I do want 

105. to avoid simplistic platitudes 

106. that are so offensive.  

107. But still, the Bible does say definite things to us 

108. [following this appalling tragedy.]

109. <Dr. Rowan Williams>

110. In the Sunday Telegraph, the Archbishop of Canterbury < > has been reported 

111. as saying 

112. that the tsunami causes him to doubt his faith 

113. and the existence of God.  

114. Now I don’t know 

115. whether he’s been reported correctly 

116. or not, 

117. but when Jesus was confronted with a catastrophe 

118. and asked the question 

119. ‘Why?’ 

120. he said 

121. disasters should make us more aware of God, 

122. not less.  

123. Well look at err Luke chapter thirteen, page one thousand and forty-six in our Bibles, 

124. and we’ll see what Jesus indeed has to say 

125. [in this sort of situation.]

126. <in chapter twelve of Luke’s Gospel>,

127. In the previous chapter < > Jesus had been telling the crowd around him

128. to be ready 

129. [for the greatest disaster this world will ever experience]

130. a day when God will wrap up history 

131. [[as we know it]] 

132. the day when the Lord God almighty will hold humanity to account.

133. He was speaking of a day of final judgement.  

134. At the end of that chapter, chapter twelve, 

135. he rebuked his listeners 

136. for being good at predicting the weather 

137. but missing the sign of the times.  

138. Look at his words in chapter twelve and line fifty-four.  

139. You’ll see at the bottom left-hand corner.  

140. Chapter twelve, line fifty-four.  

141. “He said to the crowd, 

142. ‘When you see a cloud rising in the west, 

143. immediately you say 

144. “It’s going to rain”, 

145. and it does.  

146. And when the south wind blows, 

147. you say 

148. “It’s going to be hot”, 

149. and it is.’”  

150. Well, it happened earlier this week, 

151. [with storms and very high winds on their way] 

152. the Met Office issued extreme weather warnings to Northern Ireland and to Scotland.  

153. People were told 

154. not to travel 

155. unless they had to.  

156. A, a, and the tsunami itself, it was no surprise to geologists.  

157. Indeed, much anger has been expressed at the fact 

158. [[that for several hours, scientists at the Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre in Hawaii knew 

159. what was about to happen]].  

160. Now putting aside that debate for a moment, 

161. the point is clear:  

162. we know 

163. how to interpret the weather, 

164. and we know 

165. what will happen when tectonic plates move 

166. and an earthquake of this magnitude occurs.  

167. We know 

168. what that means.  

169. We know 

170. what the consequences will be.  

171. That’s Jesus’ point in chapter twelve and lines fifty-four and fifty-five.  

172. And then he went on to say:  

173. while you can interpret the weather 
174. you stubbornly refuse to do the same with world events.  
175. You seem unwilling 
176. to look at the world, 
177. to consider the events of the world 
178. and to see the consequences for the world.  

179. Look at verse fifty-six:  

180. “Hypocrites! 

181. You know 

182. how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky.  

183. How is it 

184. that you don’t know 

185. how to interpret this present time?”  

186. It’s a severe warning from Jesus.  

187. He says 

188. don’t close your eyes 
189. to what the events of the world are saying to you.  

190. A … and that prompted some in the crowd 

191. to ask Jesus 

192. to explain and interpret an event 

193. [[that had rocked the nation]]

194. a tragedy that had recently occurred in Jerusalem, 

195. and now we’re in chapter thirteen, 

196. a … and line one.  

197. “Now there were some present at that time 

198. [[who told Jesus 

199. [about the Galileans [[whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.”]]  

200. The Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, was well known 

201. [as a vicious and ruthless man.]  

202. But on this occasion he excelled even himself [in cruelty and sadism.]  

203. In an act of terrorism that was religiously motivated, 

204. he ordered 

205. a group of Jews to be murdered.  

206. And as if that wasn’t enough, 

207. he had their blood mixed with the blood of their animal sacrifices.

208. Well, news about that atrocity reverberated around Israel.  

209. It would have shocked the nation, 

210. as nine-eleven 

211. and Beslan 

212. and the Bali bombing shocked the world.  

213. This was an act of wicked – of naked wickedness.  

214. And some in the crowd brought that act of terrorism to Jesus 

215. and asked 

216. Well then, Jesus, if we’re to interpret the present time,
217. tell us err, 
218. why did this happen?  
219. What is God saying to us 
220. [through this wicked act?]
221. [Now as part of his answer] 

222. Jesus raised this issue of a second disaster 

223. [[that was just as fresh in people’s minds at the time.]]

224. See, 

225. in line four he spoke of an incident in a town called Siloam 

226. where eighteen people had been crushed 

227. when a tower collapsed on them, 

228. a disaster that had been unforeseen and unexpected.  

229. Err, people [[ ]] had suddenly lost their lives.  

230. [[going about their everyday business]] 

231. There must have been people who were lamenting

232. that their loved ones were simply in the wrong place 

233. at the wrong time.  

234. Equally, there would have been stories of lucky escapes.  

235. There may even have been acts of great heroics, 

236. of people risking their own lives 

237. to save others.  

238. And so < > what does Jesus say?  

239. <with these two national tragedies in view>

240. Look at line two.  

241. Jesus answered:  

242. “Do you think 

243. that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans 

244. because they suffered in this way?  

245. I tell you,

246. no.  

247. But unless you repent, 

248. you too will all perish” 

249. And he says exactly the same, 

250. he has exactly the same response to the tower falling

251. line four, 

252. “or those eighteen who died 

253. when the tower in Siloam fell on them, 

254. do you think 

255. that they were more guilty 

256. [than all the others living in Jerusalem?]

257. I tell you, 

258. no.  

259. But unless you repent, 

260. you too will all perish.”  

261. Now do you see 

262. how very helpful Jesus’ response is 

263. in the light of all that’s happened in these last weeks?  

264. You see, 

265. on Tuesday I heard a Muslim cleric 

266. being reported 

267. as saying 

268. that the tsunami hit areas of tourism 

269. [because of the immorality that goes on in those areas.]

270. The drinking 

271. and the partying 

272. and the sex trade 

273. was being judged by Allah, 

274. he said 

275. well, at least he was reported 

276. as saying that.  

277. But you see, 

278. some people think like that.  

279. One of the very first comments I heard on the news after the tsunami 

280. was from a m… a man in Indonesia.  

281. Sitting in the rubble 

282. he said through an interpreter 

283. ‘What have we done 

284. to deserve this?’  

285. What have we done?  

286. It’s the instinctive reaction of many people 

287. when tragedy strikes:  

288. ‘Why him?’  

289. ‘Why her?’  

290. ‘He was so nice.’  

291. ‘She was so young’  

292. ‘What did they do 

293. to deserve this?’  

294. And the inference:  

295. ‘Why did God inflict this punishment upon them?  

296. Were they particularly wicked?’  

297. Well, Jesus’ response is an emphatic 

298. ‘No’ 

299. [to that kind of thinking.]  

300. Were the people who died worse sinners 

301. [than those who survived?]

302. Line three:  

303. ‘I tell you,

304. no.’  

305. And in case we don’t get it, 

306. line five:  

307. ‘I tell you, 

308. no.’  

309. Was this a judgement on them

310. for being especially wicked?  

311. ‘No’ 

312. says Jesus.  

313. Jesus rejects 

314. jumping to the easy explanation 

315. that when disaster happens 

316. it must be the judgement of God 

317. [on somebody’s sin.]

318. That is so helpful to hear 

319. and so important to grasp.  

320. It’s important 

321. [for those who’ve lost loved ones.]

322. Look, we’re an international congregation.

323. There are people here who will know people who’ve been affected by the Asian tsunami

324. and probably some who’ve lost friends and family

325. not to mention those who’ve been personally affected by Beslan and the Bali bombing and nine eleven and all other tragedies

326. [[that never make the news

327. but are no less painful for those involved]]

328. Hear these words of Jesus.

329. When a tragedy strikes

330. and the question pops into our minds

331. ‘Is this a direct punishment on them for their wickedness?’

332. ‘Were those who died worse sinners?’

333. Jesus says, line three:

334. ‘I tell you, no.’

335. Well that’s very important 

336. for those affected by tragedy to hear

337. and it’s crucial for those of us who were not personally affected by the tsunami

338. to hear this too

339. because if we begin to believe

340. that these people were worse sinners than us

341. then listen

342. we will begin to believe

343. that we are in some way especially favoured by God

344. because we weren’t in the wrong place at the wrong time

345. that they got 

346. what they got

347. because they deserved it

348. and we didn’t

349. because we don’t.

350. That is simply not the case.

351. Were the people who died in the tsunami worse sinners than the rest of us?

352. No.

353. Were those who survived it in some way better people?

354. No.

355. It is very important < > to look at Jesus’ words in these verses

356. <you see>

357. Notice 

358. what he doesn’t say.

359. He doesn’t describe everyone as innocent.

360. That is very striking.

361. In line two and in line four

362. do you see it there?

363. he asks of the victims of these tragedies

364. ‘Were they worse sinners?’

365. Now the point is clear.

366. We are all sinners.

367. Now let me stop here for a moment

368. if I may

369. because it is crucial 

370. for us to understand

371. what Jesus is talking about here

372. or we don’t have a hope 

373. of understanding what he’s saying

374. or why he’s saying it.

375. Sin is such a misunderstood word today.

376. When Jesus says

377. We are all sinners

378. he was not saying

379. that we all make mistakes

380. or that we all have moral lapses from time to time.

381. Of course that is true.

382. We do all make mistakes.

383. We do all have moral lapses

384. but, but sin is much worse 

385. than telling lies

386. or being greedy

387. or kicking the cat.

388. Much worse than that.

389. First and foremost sin is an offence against God.

390. Sin is seen 

391. when we take

392. and take 

393. and take again

394. all the good things that God gives us

395. day after day after day

396. and yet we never give thanks to him

397. ah, not really

398. never involving him in our lives

399. not in a way that it makes a difference anyway.

400. Do you know

401. he gives us every breath we take

402. Every beat of our heart comes from him.

403. That means

404. we are totally and utterly dependent on him for life

405. never mind all the wonderful gifts he gives us

406. yet how often do we acknowledge that?

407. Err sin is seen 

408. when we take all the good things 

409. the loving father gives us

410. yet blame the Lord God almighty the minute something goes wrong

411. and that has happened a lot of times this week

412. hasn’t it?

413. And because sin is an offence against God

414. it is a terrible thing.

415. Our sin is so bad

416. that it angers the true and living God.

417. So bad is sin

418. that it causes the God who’s compassionate and gracious 

419. and slow to anger

420. and abounding in love and faithfulness

421. it’s so bad

422. that it causes that God

423. to be angry.

424. Now we must not treat sin lightly.

425. The Lord God Almighty doesn’t.

426. And here Jesus makes it very clear 

427. we’re all sinners

428. all of us

429. and there is no smugness from the preacher this morning

430. We’re all in the same boat

431. And that is why Jesus warns us

432. Look again carefully 

433. at what he says here

434. Are those who died in these tragedies worse sinners

435. Line three?

436. I tell you

437. No

438. But unless you repent you too will all perish

439. Perish it’s a very strong word

440. It errm it is to be utterly ruined

441. Not just to die

442. but to be ruined beyond death

443. or in financial terms to be bankrupt

444. in psychological terms to be damaged beyond repair

445. to have our lives disintegrate

446. to be totally and utterly devastated

447. but any words I use don’t really describe the power of this word

448. and Jesus says

449. that’s what awaits us beyond the grave

450. if we continue to live life without God

451. ignoring him

452. Faced with terrible tragedies 

453. Jesus looks beyond death

454. and says

455. that unless you repent

456. a fate worse than death will come to you

457. He knows

458. that to be on the receiving end of the anger of Almighty God

459. will be worse than any disruptive power that we’ve seen in these past three weeks

460. Jesus is asking

461. us to acknowledge 

462. just how fragile life is

463. how vulnerable we are

464. Look

465. if we’ve learned nothing else in these last weeks

466. surely we’ve learned

467. how quickly our lives can be swept away

468. Of course, none of us think

469. it’s gonna happen to us

470. But do you think

471. that any of those poor holidaymakers in the Asian tsunami thought

472. it was going to happen to them?

473. As they boarded their planes before Christmas

474. destined for some of the most beautiful areas in the world

475. did any of them think 

476. that they would never return?

477. As they got up on Boxing Day morning 

478. and had a leisurely breakfast

479. and as they spread their towels on the beach

480. did any of them dream

481. that within a few hours they would be face to face with the living God?

482. We never think

483. it’s going to be us

484. But it could have been

485. It could have been you and me

486. How do we interpret the events of our time?

487. It’s a warning

488. The tsunami is a warning 

489. of just how fragile our life is

490. and it’s a warning 

491. that we are all gonna be catapulted into the presence of the living God one day

492. And so when we ask 

493. “Where was God on Boxing Day?”

494. Jesus says

495. “He was speaking loudly to the world”

496. that this world is temporary

497. that our lives are flimsy

498. that we need to be ready to meet our maker

499. Here is his early warning system to the world

500. In his book  “The Problem of Pain” C. S. Lewis famously wrote

501. “God whispers to us in our pleasures

502. speaks to us in our consciences 

503. and shouts in our pain”

504. Suffering is God’s megaphone 

505. to rouse a deaf world

506. said Lewis

507. On Boxing Day God was shouting to his world

508. “Please get ready to meet me”

509. Since then in the last three weeks he has been shouting to his world

510. “Please take me seriously”

511. The question is

512. will we listen?

513. Now do you hear

514. how loving these words of Jesus are?

515. I do it all the time

516. without even thinking about it

517. We have twin girls who are, who are four and a half 

518. and a little boy coming up to two

519. When we’re out with the children

520. I’m constantly warning them

521. to watch the road

522. be careful 

523. where they’re going

524. If they’re off a little way out of our, our sight

525. and they won’t listen to me

526. I’ll shout at them

527. “Girls be careful”

528. And Caroline and I have sat down with them

529. to tell them

530. about some of the dangers in the world

531. We’ve told them 

532. never to wander off 

533. when they’re out

534. One day we’ll have to sit down with all three of them

535. and tell them strongly

536. not to talk to strangers

537. and never to go off with someone they don’t know

538. Now I wish

539. I didn’t have to tell them these things

540. but I will tell them

541. because I love them

542. Not to scare them

543. or give them nightmares

544. of course not

545. but to protect them

546. because I love them

547. because I know

548. there are dangers in this world

549. Jesus does the same for us here

550. to protect us

551. because he loves us

552. because he knows 

553. there are dangers in the next world

554. and Jesus’ motive for warning us is without question one of love

555. when we remember

556. that just as he says these words

557. he is on the way to Jerusalem

558. to die on a cross

559. I guess most people know

560. that Jesus died on a cross 

561. but do you know why?

562. Do you know

563. why Jesus’ death is at the very heart of the Christian message?

564. As Jesus died

565. he was dying 

566. to save us from a terrible fate -

567. the terrible fate of God’s judgement

568. and with the graphic pictures of the tsunami in our minds we know

569. exactly what it means to be saved from a terrible fate

570. One of the most remarkable pictures that have been published in our newspapers is that of Karen Svardt [?]

571. a Swedish policewoman seen here running towards the tsunami

572. running towards the wave 

573. to tell her children 

574. to run for their lives

575. and the children are also in the picture

576. She was running towards the tsunami

577. doing all she could

578. to save the people she loved the most

579. As Jesus said these words in Luke chapter thirteen

580. he was heading towards the cross

581. towards his death

582. heading towards a place where he would be on the receiving end of the full force of the anger of God

583. There are so many stories of people being saved from the tsunami

584. incredible stories of people who risked their own lives

585. to save others

586. and some who in saving others lost their lives

587. stories of people pushing others to safety 

588. and then dying in the process

589. That helps us

590. if we grab hold of that image

591. that helps us to grasp something of what Jesus did

592. as he died on the cross

593. But his death was not an accident

594. He died deliberately and willingly in an act of self-sacrificial love

595. to save you and me from God’s judgement

596. and even more amazing than all the heroics [sic] acts we’ve heard about in these last weeks

597. Jesus willingly died

598. for those who all their lives have ignored him

599. and used him

600. and abused him

601. He died for his enemies

602. for sinners

603. for you and me

604. What love!

605. As Jesus died on the cross

606. he said

607. “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

608. On the cross Jesus was God-forsaken 

609. so that we might not have to be

610. Now do you see

611. the cross of Jesus tells me

612. that his words here in Luke chapter thirteen are a loving warning

613. and the cross tells me

614. that God knows

615. and understands

616. what it is to lose a loved one

617. He was separated from his son in death

618. God saw his son die

619. And the cross tells me

620. that the true and living God is not distant

621. He understands suffering

622. He’s been through suffering

623. The cross tells me

624. that the Lord Almighty cares about the suffering of the world

625. He has experienced the suffering of the world

626. And so in these times when we come to him

627. he says

628. “I do know 

629. how bad that is”

630. The cross tells me

631. that he’s bothered about suffering in the world

632. so bothered about it that he took steps,

633. the most costly steps,

634. to do something about it

635. “He gave his one and only Son

636. that whoever believes in him

637. should not perish”

638. That’s why we must listen to Jesus as he warns us

639. The Jesus who speaks here of judgement is on the way to the cross

640. so that we might not have to suffer the ultimate suffering

641. He is on our side

642. and he’s telling us 

643. that he is the only way to avoid judgement 

644. and he says

645. “Repent”

646. again, Luke chapter thirteen, verse three

647. “I tell you

648. No

649. But unless you repent

650. you too will all perish”

651. and in case we don’t get it the first time

652. exactly the same in verse five

653. “Unless you repent

654. you too will all perish”

655. Repent

656. It means 

657. to err to turn around

658. to change your mind

659. to begin again

660. Err it’s so much more 

661. than being sorry

662. but it will start there

663. It will start 

664. with saying 

665. “Sorry”

666. to the Lord God almighty for ignoring him

667. and living life without him

668. and then promising 

669. to live with him and for him from now on

670. And it means 

671. Believing

672. trusting 

673. that when Jesus died on the cross

674. his death took the punishment for my sin

675. Jesus calls us

676. to repent

677. because to live on after these disasters without repentance

678. is to be living on borrowed time

679. There have been so many stories from the tsunami disaster

680. but one of the most striking stories to emerge was that of ten year old Tilly Smith

681. Tilly was staying on the Thai island of Phuket with her mum, dad and sister

682. enjoying her Christmas beach holiday

683. when the tidal wave hit

684. Suddenly with no warning she saw the tide rush out

685. leaving fish stranded 

686. and flapping on the sands

687. The water began to bubble 

688. and the boats on the horizon began to bob up and down pretty violently

689. While others other tourists stood

690. and stared 

691. Tilly suddenly remembered a geography lesson that she’d had just two weeks earlier

692. where she’d learned all about tsunamis 

693. She and her class had watched a video 

694. where survivors of previous tidal waves described the warning signs

695. Immediately Tilly turned to her mum and said

696. “Mummy, we must get off the beach now

697. I think 

698. we’re gonn … there, there’s going to be a tsunami”

699. Her parents listened to her

700. and, and alerted other holidaymakers

701. who also listened to her

702. and hotel staff who evacuated the beach

703. and people ran for their lives

704. and minutes later the tidal wave hit

705. sweeping everything away before it

706. and incredibly Tilly’s beach was one of only a handful where no one was killed or seriously injured

707. Jesus said, chapter twelve line fifty-six

708. “You know 

709. how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky.

710. How is it 

711. that you don’t know

712. how to interpret this present time?”

713. The events of the Asian tsunami tell us 

714. to run for our lives

715. to run where?

716. To run to Jesus

717. the one who has taken the full force of God’s anger upon himself

718. Run to him 

719. and you will be safe

720. God has been shouting to us in these last weeks

721. showing us 

722. just how fragile life is

723. and many have listened

724. Maybe that’s why you’re here this morning

725. You’ve accepted an invitation to come to church this morning

726. but you may never have accepted that invitation had the Asian tsunami not hid the headlines

727. You’ve heard the warning so far

728. Don’t let it go

729. The truth is

730. if you do not take the warning now

731. you’ll soon settle back into life

732. The media of the err media coverage of the tsunami will wane

733. As time passes 

734. every image will have less impact on us

735. and we’ll simply get on with life

736. So respond now

737. React to the warning you’ve heard from Jesus this morning

738. So I remember well the week after September the eleventh two thousand and one

739. People came to church 

740. They said to me

741. “This will change my life”

742. They felt insecure

743. They wanted

744. to get things in perspective

745. They knew

746. that they really should sort out the issues of eternity

747. But within a few weeks life was back to normal

748. and now just a few years on they’re back into their normal routines

749. and as far as I can tell 

750. priorities haven’t changed

751. good intentions have slipped

752. They’re so busy

753. they just don’t have time 

754. to think about the issues of eternity and life beyond the grave

755. Any one of these warnings in these last years should have brought us up short

756. At what point are we going to take notice?

757. Jesus said

758. “Unless you repent

759. you too will perish”

760. Now it would be my guess

761. that as I close now

762. some of you are saying

763. “I’ve heard the warning

764. and I don’t want 

765. to leave it another moment”

766. Some of you will be saying

767. “I still need more information

768. I don’t know whether this is all true”

769. And I’m gonna say some more about that in a moment

770. But for some of you you’re saying

771. “I’ve heard the warning

772. and I know 

773. that I need to deal with it … the issues of eternity

774. and I don’t know

775. that I’m ready

776. to meet the living God.

777. I’m … I don’t think

778. I’m ready to face him one day”

779. You’re ready to repent.

780. Well I’m going to pray a prayer

781. And this would be a great way 

782. to start w… again with God

783. And this is the prayer

784. I’ll read it for us 

785. so that you know

786. what it’s gonna be

787. and then I’ll pray it for us in a minute

788. This is how it’ll go

789. I’ll read it like this

790. “Dear heavenly Father I’m sorry 

791. that I’ve lived my life without you

792. I want

793. to begin afresh with you

794. Please forgive me

795. Thank you

796. that Jesus died 

797. to take my punishment

798. From now on I want 

799. to trust him

800. Please help me

801. and take control of my life”

802. That’s what I’m gonna pray in a moment

803. And if you know

804. that God has been speaking to you this morning

805. and you want

806. to start afresh with him now

807. then I’ll pray that prayer now for us

808. and you echo it line by line in your heart 

809. I’ll say it slowly 

810. so that you can echo it line by line

811. and God will hear

812. if you say it in your heart.

813. So let’s pray together.
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