(1) Our subject is some of the striking features of conversion

(2) And we’re here looking at the conversion  < > of Saul of Tarsus

(3) <that most famous of conversions>

(4) who was later known as Paul the Apostle

(5) and here it is recorded in full in this ninth chapter and also elsewhere

(6) Well, here is the great missionary apostle

(7) who was so instrumental in the life of the early church 

(8) to spread the message of the gospel to so very many places

(9) Well he was an amazing man by any standards

(10) He was undoubtedly a towering intellect

(11) had a towering intellect

(12) He was a genius in his way

(13) There’s no doubt about that 

(14) He was high-born, 

(15) so it would seem

(16) and he was educated in the University of Tarsus in those days

(17) As a very young man he accomplished being a member of the Jewish Sanhedrin Council

(18) or so it would seem

(19) We’re not absolutely certain about that

(20) but the evidence in the New Testament does seem to point to it

(21) and that’s amazing 

(22) that he should achieve such dizzy heights so quickly 

(23) and so early

(24) Well it’s beyond all argument

(25) that Saul of Tarsus or Paul the Apostle was one of the outstanding men of the first century AD

(26) indeed of all time

(27) But he had problems

(28) There were some serious defects in his character

(29) No doubt about that

(30) He was intensely nationalistic

(31) As a Jew he was intensely nationalistic

(32) and he believed

(33) there was no other nation that mattered

(34) and no other people that mattered

(35) He was bigoted beyond almost description

(36) absolutely intolerant of any other religious point of view than his own

(37) He was opposed to liberty of conscience for others

(38) He was capable of intense hatred

(39) And in many ways he would seem to be a most objectionable man

(40) He was currently on a mission to hunt if necessary to trial and execution those who were Christians in those early days of the church

(41) He was very proud

(42) He tells us this himself

(43) Later on he points to his background

(44) and he describes himself as 

(45) “a Pharisee of the Pharisees”

(46) He effectively said

(47) “I was so proud

(48) that I thought

(49) that my life would please God

(50) I was completely acceptable to him as I was”

(51) The Pharisees of course in those days they believe … believed in pleasing God 

(52) [by the most meticulous observance of the outward ceremonial law]

(53) the outward acts being so precise

(54) carrying out all the necessary religious acts of the day

(55) and they thought

(56) that this intense accuracy would bring them the blessing of God

(57) and get them into his favour

(58) They thought

(59) they could do it

(60) They thought

(61) God was very pleased with them

(62) They thought very highly of themselves 

(63) and their characters 

(64) and their ways

(65) But then something happened to Saul of Tarsus

(66) as I’m sure

(67) you know

(68) He became totally changed as a person

(69) Incredibly changed

(70) He became the most unselfish man imaginable

(71) and the kindest 

(72) and the gentlest of men

(73) and the most humble of men

(74) He became a man who was outgoing in his helpfulness and concern to others almost beyond all others

(75) He became so patient

(76) so full of love

(77) He became all out for this message of Christ

(78) which had changed him

(79) and he would go through any amount of hardship 

(80) and difficulty 

(81) and sacrifice to spread it

(82) even to peoples and in regions at times where they were so hostile to him

(83) and they brutally beat him and so on

(84) The apostle would not be put off 

(85) Because of what God had done in his life

(86) He was convinced

(87) that this was the message to take to people throughout the known world

(88) and he did so

(89) Well, he penned some of the greatest literature in world history

(90) Of course the Bible is inspired by God

(91) But if you don’t believe 

(92) it’s inspired by God

(93) then you’re forced to the conclusion

(94) that this Saul of Tarsus was the most magnificent literary genius

(95) Why, until recent times when people have turned away from the Bible

(96) all kinds of people

(97) and experts 

(98) and men of letters used to proclaim Saul of Tarsus, Paul the Apostle as one of the outstanding men of letters in all the world 

(99) and in the history of the world

(100) You think of his letter to the Romans and chapter eight

(101) and I won’t delay you much with this 

(102) that “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” passage

(103) Amazing

(104) Just wonderful, compared with any literature

(105) It just soars

(106) The most beautiful prose poem imaginable

(107) First Corinthians thirteen

(108) that chapter about love which everyone has heard read at some time:

(109) “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels”

(110) Almost nothing to match it

(111) Incredible literature

(112) Ephesians chapter three

(113) “The love of Christ which passeth knowledge”

(114) and that rhapsodic, soaring description of Christ 

(115) and his influence in the hearts of those who know him

(116) These are tremendous passages

(117) Then there’s 

(118) “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true”

(119) You know that

(120) from the … his letter to the Philippians, chapter four

(121) Why, it’s not just in our Jacobean English of this older King James translation that these things are beautiful

(122) In every translation of the Bible they are extremely beautiful

(123) Even in some of the very modern, corniest translations

(124) Even those that go pretty near to street language 

(125) in order, supposedly, to get the Bible across,

(126) why the grandeur of Paul’s literature, Paul’s prose, defies even those versions

(127) It’s beautiful anywhere you read it

(128) and anyhow you read it

(129) Well I shouldn’t spend so much time with that

(130) but Paul’s words have changed people

(131) and they’ve changed whole societies

(132) They’ve been so powerfully influential

(133) Well what about this man?

(134) Well, he was converted to God, converted to Christ, in his mid thirties

(135) and we have the record of it here

(136) <just a few things>

(137) Before conversion, < > before he was converted 

(138) he used to attend the temple every day

(139) twice at least whenever he was in Jerusalem

(140) and he was in Jerusalem for long periods of time

(141) That didn’t help him to have a personal encounter, a personal contact with God

(142) Then he used to scrupulously follow every tiny detail of the ancient ceremonial of the Jews

(143) but that didn’t bring him into communion with God either

(144) And then he had had theological training at the feet of the famous rabbi Gamaliel

(145) with all the rigours of that training in those days

(146) That didn’t help him either

(147) This is a very personal thing

(148) because he thought < > he thought that God’s favour is something you earn

(149) <and thinking this blocked any progress to knowing God>

(150) Everybody has to earn it

(151) and he thought

(152) he had earned it

(153) and he’d excelled 

(154) and while anybody thinks like that 

(155) you can never know God

(156) you have to come to realize

(157) we’re sinners

(158) cut off from him

(159) and we can only come to know him

(160) by receiving his mercy and his free salvation 

(161) which Christ has earned for us

(162) Well, Saul of Tarsus thought

(163) faith was an impersonal thing

(164) You just believed

(165) and you acted

(166) and therefore you were God’s

(167) You didn’t feel anything

(168) There was nothing to establish contact between you

(169) Wasn’t a personal thing

(170) It was an impersonal thing

(171) [in his theory

(172) and in his thinking]

(173) and he was wrong on that

(174) and indeed this Christ who had been on earth, Jesus Christ, Jesus of Nazareth, 

(175) who the Christians were speaking about

(176) Christ was an offence to Saul of Tarsus

(177) Why, he’d died

(178) he’d been crucified

(179) He’d died on a cross

(180) Saul, Paul thought 

(181) What a terrible, terrible thing

(182) that the Messiah who was promised throughout the Old Testament Scriptures should be executed as a criminal

(183) That was a terrible thing

(184) in his view

(185) that was impossible

(186) and so he disqualified the very idea

(187) that Jesus Christ could be Messiah.

(188) But there were certain things he never realized before his conversion

(189) He didn’t realize how far he was away from God

(190) that mountain that separated him from God

(191) the great chasm

(192) he didn’t see that

(193) that all of us <because of our sin> are miles from God

(194) We just trip through life thinking

(195) ‘if there is a God 
(196) we’ll be alright

(197) he’ll deal with us kindly

(198) and we don’t see like Saul the great gap between us

(199) We are cut off from him

(200) We’re under his condemnation

(201) We are people who’ve disregarded him 

(202) and sinned against him

(203) and he didn’t know that

(204) and he didn’t know 

(205) his need of forgiveness

(206) and he didn’t know

(207) about his inner sins

(208) he thought

(209) because he kept the ritual

(210) God would be pleased with him

(211) He didn’t know 

(212) about his pride

(213) about his covetousness

(214) about his intolerance 

(215) and unkindness

(216) and unpleasantness

(217) and his selfishness

(218) these things that are shot through our being and our character

(219) He never thought

(220) about these things

(221) that a God who is holy 

(222) cannot abide them

(223) so he didn’t feel 

(224) afraid of God

(225) and he didn’t feel

(226) his need of any forgiveness

(227) and that was a great tragedy.

(228) Now today we’re in an interesting age

(229) It’s a fact

(230) that most young people tend to combine three religions at once in their thinking 

(231) without knowing it

(232) and this may well be true of you

(233) Part of you is an atheist

(234) You don’t believe in God at all

(235) But then there’s a contradiction in you

(236) because part of you does believe in some sort of a God

(237) but it’s a God who err, well, you don’t have to know

(238) and you can come into touch with him at your

(239) he’s at your beck and calling whenever you need him

(240) A part of the time you don’t believe in him

(241) Part of the time you do

(242) And then part of the time you might say

(243) you’re what’s called a universalist

(244) A universalist is a person who thinks

(245) that everybody’s going to heaven

(246) “I don’t have to worry

(247) whether I know God or not

(248) whether I sin against him

(249) whether I reject him

(250) because he’s a God who will let us all in in the end

(251) and we may bank on that 

(252) and assume that

(253) that everybody will be alright”

(254) and you don’t understand

(255) he’s a God of perfection

(256) and a God of justice

(257) and he’s pledged 

(258) and committed in his character

(259) in his holy character

(260) that’s what he says throughout the Bible

(261) to punish sin

(262) and that’s a tragedy 

(263) not to know our need of his forgiveness

(264) He is a God of kindness, certainly

(265) He will forgive us

(266) But we have to come to him

(267) and we have to believe in him

(268) and we have to yield to him

(269) in order to seek that forgiveness

(270) Let’s think of the great change of Paul

(271) and I look at verse three here

(272) this is remarkable

(273) “As he journeyed to Damascus”

(274) in order to persecute Christian believers

(275) “As he journeyed he came near Damascus

(276) and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven”

(277) and I start there

(278) Now Paul had a unique conversion

(279) Generally speaking Christians do not have a light from heaven

(280) His was especially dramatic in that way

(281) and there was good reason for that

(282) With the closing of the Bible, this revelation of the Bible

(283) people are converted to God without flashing lights from heaven

(284) and amazing things like that

(285) But there was an especially supernatural experience for Saul

(286) because he was not only being converted

(287) but he was to be made an apostle

(288) a special messenger

(289) and a penman of the New Testament

(290) of Holy Scripture

(291) so for him there was an unusual experience

(292) but although we don’t have literally the same features in conversion since that time

(293) they do illustrate

(294) Paul’s experience illustrates very well

(295) what will happen to us

(296) But God moves first

(297) and God deals with us

(298) and there’s a kind of spiritual dawning

(299) as our minds are opened to our need of him

(300) and I look at verse four

(301) “He fell to the earth

(302) and heard 

(303) a voice saying unto him:

(304) “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?””

(305) He is overwhelmed by divine power

(306) a proud man embarking on a mission

(307) full of vigour 

(308) and energy 

(309) and self-confidence

(310) and he’s just overwhelmed 

(311) by what God does

(312) and he’s cast – thrown – to the ground

(313) Suddenly he realizes < > just something of the majesty 

(314) and the holiness of almighty God

(315) <we may suppose from this>

(316) He hadn’t realized

(317) who he was dealing with

(318) and nor do we

(319) We can just treat God lightly

(320) Oh, if we had a sense of his power

(321) and his infinite majesty

(322) why, we’d be humbled

(323) and we’d be much more careful

(324) but Saul, he has here his pride shattered

(325) and all his thoughts have gone to pieces

(326) He realized

(327) ‘I am against God.

(328) I have opposed him’

(329) And he’d got it all wrong

(330) and he grasped that

(331) and he realized that

(332) ‘I am an outsider’

(333) he thought

(334) ‘I visit the temple

(335) I’m a member of the clergy

(336) and a celebrated member of the Jewish clergy

(337) and here I am

(338) I’ve never had an experience like this

(339) I’m an outsider

(340) and I’m cut off from God’

(341) He was stopped in his tracks

(342) and he was helpless

(343) and he was afraid

(344) and < > that’s the beginning of conversion

(345) <you know>

(346) the beginning of conversion is this:

(347) something dawns on you

(348) that you never realized before

(349) and you’ve got to take this seriously

(350) God is God

(351) and you are cut off from him

(352) and you’re under his frown 

(353) and his disapproval

(354) and you desperately need him 

(355) and he is powerful

(356) and one day you’re going to have to give an account to him

(357) and these things are serious

(358) I remember this as a tee – late teenager

(359) This was my experience

(360) Why, every … nothing of this mattered much

(361) until the time came when I was compelled to take it seriously

(362) and it really came home to me

(363) that these things are true

(364) all this is real

(365) and we’r… you’re in danger

(366) if you don’t listen to it

(367) Down here in verse five Saul says to the Lord

(368) “Who art thou, Lord?”

(369) And the Lord said

(370) “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest.

(371) It is hard for thee to kick against the pricks” – the goad, 

(372) that’s a kind of pointed stick that’s used 

(373) to spur on cattle, oxen and so on that won’t co-operate

(374) and this is speaking of Saul 

(375) and how God deals with him

(376) He is enquiring now:

(377) “Who art thou, Lord?”

(378) He knows

(379) this is divine

(380) This is God

(381) One minute the confident teacher

(382) “I know what’s what

(383) I know the rights and wrongs

(384) I know 

(385) what the true faith is

(386) I know

(387) this Christianity is a … an abomination and appalling”

(388) Somebody who’s used to telling people what’s right

(389) Now he’s saying

(390) “Who art thou, Lord?”

(391) He’s humbled.

(392) He’s asking

(393) And that’s exactly what happens to us (solidarity with audience)

(394) Suddenly we realize

(395) this has got to be taken seriously

(396) and we want

(397) to find out

(398) Before if we asked questions about the faith

(399) about religion

(400) we were just playing

(401) We were just trying to make ourselves difficult

(402) We weren’t serious

(403) Now suddenly this happens

(404) “I must know

(405) I must know 

(406) about the faith

(407) I must know

(408) about how I may be forgiven”

(409) It’s serious

(410) and we’re enquiring

(411) ““Who art thou, Lord?”

(412) And the Lord said to him

(413) “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest

(414) It is hard 

(415) for thee to kick against” these goads

(416) Well, there were stirrings before

(417) That’s the clue here

(418) It is hard for you

(419) says the voice of Christ

(420) to resist these joltings to take this faith seriously

(421) That’s what he’d done, evidently

(422) I’ll tell you 

(423) what < > happened

(424) <I think>

(425) He had heard Christians defending themselves

(426) when he … when they’d been arrested 

(427) and accused

(428) He’d heard

(429) them saying

(430) “This is what we believe”

(431) And err it had touched his heart sometimes

(432) He’d been moved 

(433) in his own conscience

(434) ‘Perhaps they’re right

(435) Christ was very remarkable, Christ Jesus

(436) This story about his dying on the cross

(437) in order to bear the punishment of sin for us

(438) and many Jewish people had believed this

(439) Maybe, perhaps this is true

(440) But no, it can’t be true’

(441) He wasn’t ready
(442) to be humbled

(443) He wasn’t ready

(444) to say

(445) “All that I’ve thought is wrong

(446) I’m so smart and so clever and so important

(447) I’ve been accelerated into a high position

(448) My career is at stake 

(449) And everything I’ve thought and all my precious opinions 

(450) I’m not going to change these

(451) So I will suppress the thought

(452) that these Christians might just be right”

(453) That’s evidently what was happening in his head

(454) because the Lord says

(455) “It’s hard for you to resist these pressures”

(456) And why would he say that

(457) if Saul had not been previously challenged by these things?

(458) Well, in verse six, 

(459) “he trembling and astonished said

(460) “Lord, what willt thou have me to do?”

(461) And the Lord said unto him

(462) “arise 

(463) and go into the city

(464) and it shall be told thee what thou must do”

(465) Well, he trembles.

(466) Why does he tremble?

(467) What’s causing him to be so afraid 

(468) and astonished?

(469) The Greek word is very strong

(470) Amazed beyond measure

(471) What’s he surprised at?

(472) So surprised at

(473) and so afraid of?

(474) Well he’s realizing

(475) he’s being addressed by Christ

(476) Christ who was put to death is still alive

(477) Christ suffered and died 

(478) as the Christians said

(479) as Isaiah the prophet said seven hundred years before

(480) to bear the punishment of sin for those who believe in him

(481) Christ died

(482) in order that lost sinners cut off from God may be forgiven

(483) and reconciled with him

(484) and he, Saul, had despised this.

(485) Now he’s afraid

(486) Now he’s trembling

(487) He’s grasping 

(488) that God is knowable

(489) He’s grasping

(490) that err he’s … err he desperately needs God’s forgiveness

(491) and the barrier of pride, his pride, has been thrown down

(492) You can see Saul previously impregnable, 

(493) like a fortress, 

(494) dogmatic in his teaching

(495) but now the fortress of his pride collapses

(496) and the guns of slander that he aims against Christ are shattered

(497) and the flag of self confidence on the fortress of his mind and his life have been torn down

(498) and he’s under conviction of sin

(499) that’s what we call it

(500) He’s aware 

(501) that he desperately needs the forgiveness of God

(502) That’s what must happen to us

(503) That’s the route we must come

(504) I take this seriously

(505) I begin to enquire

(506) I get a realization

(507) that God is there

(508) and I need his forgiveness

(509) I hear about Christ

(510) and I begin to believe it

(511) that he is the saviour

(512) He was equal with the Father

(513) and he came from heaven down, down into this world

(514) and gave himself to an unspeakable death

(515) not just of nails through his hands and feet

(516) not just hanging

(517) and dying in the heat of the sun

(518) but God invisibly put the guilt

(519) of all those who would be forgiven on him

(520) and invisibly punished him instead of us with an eternal weight of punishment

(521) and he sees it

(522) and he knows it

(523) Look at this, verse eight:

(524) “Saul arose from the earth

(525) and when his eyes were opened

(526) he saw no man

(527) he saw nothing

(528) but they led him by the hand

(529) and brought him into Damascus

(530) He had to be led like a child

(531) Actually that’s a picture of our conversion as well

(532) Saul was literally without sight

(533) The brightness of that light, the appearance of Christ had so shocked his entire system

(534) But we are in a sense blinded

(535) We come to Christ

(536) We repent of our sin

(537) We seek him

(538) And now we’re learning all over again

(539) All those proud opinions we have about God 

(540) about everything

(541) they’re laid to one side

(542) I must just listen to the Bible

(543) I must just now find out

(544) It’s as though we’re being led by the hand

(545) And we have to go through that humble phase of learning

(546) But here’s what happens  

(547) and I must begin to move to conclusion

(548) down in verse eleven we read

(549) “The Lord said unto a man named Ananias in Damascus

(550) “Arise and go into the street which is called ‘Straight’”

(551) that was its name, Straight Street,

(552) “and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus

(553) for behold he prayeth””

(554) Now that road in Damascus is still there today

(555) and it runs from the eastern gate well into the western part of the city

(556) Still there –

(557) At least the road, if not the ancient, the really ancient buildings

(558) But here err this causes difficulty

(559) Ananias, this man who’s commanded by God to go and find Saul 

(560) and to heal him of his blindness

(561) Ananias is deeply concerned

(562) Verse thirteen:

(563) “Lord, I have heard by many of this man

(564) how much evil he has done to thy saints at Jerusalem

(565) Here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name

(566) which included Ananias

(567) He was clearly one of the leaders of the Christian church in Damascus

(568) and he would have been targeted by Saul without doubt

(569) But God says to Ananias

(570) “Go thy way

(571) for he is a chosen vessel unto me

(572) to bear my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel”

(573) And so Ananias is given his instruction

(574) I go back to verse eleven 

(575) where God says to Ananias:

(576) “Go and find him

(577) for behold he prayeth”

(578) Saul is praying

(579) Ananias is told

(580) He’s praying

(581) so go to him

(582) and help him

(583) and lay hands upon him

(584) and heal him of his blindness

(585) and the question is

(586) what do you think

(587) Saul prayed for?

(588) What was the subject of his prayer?

(589) Well I think 

(590) we can guess quite easily

(591) He knew about the Christian message

(592) As the chief appointed persecutor of Christians he’d made it his business to understand 

(593) what they taught

(594) and he’d heard them

(595) making their defence

(596) He knew very well the teaching of the Christian faith

(597) He knew about Peter, the Apostle Peter and that great sermon he’d preached earlier on the day of Pentecost

(598) He knew its content

(599) He no doubt had it written out before him

(600) to make the basis of charges against Christians

(601) He knew about the, the incarnation of Christ

(602) that Christians believed

(603) that the Old Testament prophesied

(604) that God would come in the person of Christ

(605) and enter into human personality 

(606) into human body

(607) He knew that

(608) He knew the teaching

(609) that this Jesus Christ would < > suffer and die on Calvary’s cross

(610) <as I have said>

(611) and that in doing that

(612) he’d borne the punishment of sin

(613) for those who come to him

(614) He knew about his

(615) He knew

(616) Christians taught

(617) that in order to come into a relationship with God

(618) you’ve got to repent of your sin

(619) and you’ve got to trust only in Christ

(620) You’ve got to say to yourself

(621) “There’s nothing in me deserving of God’s favour

(622) I trust entirely on the work of the Son of God

(623) and what he’s done on my behalf

(624) He knew

(625) that Christians taught

(626) you’ve got to repent

(627) you’ve got to have faith in Christ

(628) and then you will be changed

(629) you will receive the new birth

(630) You’ll have a new character, a new spiritual life int … in you

(631) God will change you

(632) And he’ll give you new faculties, spiritual faculties

(633) You will be a different person

(634) He knew all that

(635) And that’s what he prayed for, friends

(636) When he prayed

(637) he asked for the forgiveness of Almighty God

(638) When he prayed

(639) he acknowledged

(640) he was a sinner

(641) He acknowledged

(642) he deserved hell

(643) He acknowledged

(644) he was a thief, in a sense

(645) who’d stolen his life from God

(646) and lived it his own way for himself

(647) He acknowledged < > probably

(648) <I think>

(649) that he was even a proud fool and entirely wrong

(650) and he went on his knees

(651) and he looked at Calvary in his mind’s eye

(652) and he saw

(653) that a Saviour suffered and died for a person like him

(654) and he saw himself by contrast with Christ

(655) a man capable of being so vicious

(656) and so he prayed his first real prayer ever

(657) “Lord, forgive me

(658) Oh, Lord, forgive me”

(659) And he meant it from his heart

(660) And he submitted

(661) And he asked God to give him life

(662) Now there he was, 

(663) praying

(664) But God knew 

(665) he was praying

(666) and God says to Ananias

(667) “Behold he prays

(668) And I send you to him

(669) to help him”

(670) And you know

(671) when we pray sincerely from our hearts for repentance and new life

(672) and we say to God

(673) “I want 

(674) to leave my past life”

(675) and we ask for his salvation

(676) all heaven hears

(677) and all heaven is stood by

(678) to bring us blessing and new life

(679) That’s what happens

(680) when we pray

(681) Some of the events here were special to Paul

(682) and yet they illustrate

(683) what happens to us

(684) and I just go to verse eighteen

(685) “Immediately < > immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales”

(686) <after Ananias had visited Saul>

(687) It felt as though they were covered by scales

(688) This is an illustration of the sensation that was experienced by Saul

(689) “and he received sight forthwith

(690) and arose

(691) and was baptised”

(692) As part of conversion you get a new way of looking at everything

(693) You get a new way of understanding life and this world

(694) You have a new future, a new character

(695) You are wonderfully changed

(696) When you think of the way Saul was changed

(697) the dramatic alteration in his character from one kind of a person

(698) to another kind of a person

(699) you get an insight into what happens to all of us

(700) when we sincerely come to Christ for salvation

(701) and look

(702) it happened here like his healing 

(703) “immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales”

(704) When you come to Christ

(705) and you are really sincere

(706) and with shame you truly repent of all your sin 

(707) and your unbelief in him

(708) and you trust him

(709) and him alone

(710) and you plead,

(711) you call out to God for that great change of conversion

(712) it is something that may happen at once

(713) as soon as you really believe

(714) as soon as you are truly sincere

(715) and he was baptised

(716) he was baptised afterwards, Saul of Tarsus

(717) “He arose 

(718) and was baptised”

(719) Note that.

(720) He was converted first

(721) His life was changed first

(722) He believed

(723) He repented

(724) He called upon God for life

(725) His whole life was changed

(726) and afterwards he was baptised

(727) Baptism didn’t change him

(728) Baptism doesn’t do anything to you

(729) Baptism does not do a thing

(730) Then what’s the point of it?

(731) Well, it’s a sign

(732) It’s something < > 

(733) <and there are very few things like this

(734) in fact only two special pictures in the whole of the Christian faith

(735) The Lord’s Supper and baptism>

(736) And the meaning of baptism is this

(737) and there are friends being baptised tonight

(738) it is a symbol

(739) and in that symbol people say

(740) “I have been converted”

(741) “This symbol of baptism pictures what has happened to me

(742) I desire 

(743) to go down into the water 

(744) because it pictures burial

(745) My old life is dead and buried

(746) The old person, the old Saul of Tarsus is finished

(747) because God has given me a new life

(748) and it’s as though I’ve risen from the dead

(749) and that’s what baptism is

(750) It’s a simple picture of burial and resurrection

(751) And people say

(752) “I want others to know

(753) that I have found Christ

(754) and I’ve experienced this new life

(755) and my old life is in the past

(756) and now I embark on a new life with Christ”

(757) Means other things too, baptism

(758) It means a symbol of going through the water

(759) “I needed to be washed

(760) I needed to be completely forgiven”

(761) It means something else as well

(762) Christ went through baptism

(763) To bet < > but to be the leader of his people

(764) <not that he needed it>

(765) an in being baptised it’s as though we’re following him

(766) wherever he leads us

(767) we will follow

(768) and so Saul was baptised

(769) as a sign and a symbol

(770) “This is what has happened to me

(771) I’ve been made new

(772) I’ve been changed

(773) I’ve come to the Lord”

(774) Well, our time is out

(775) Oh, I go back < > to verse three of this passage

(776) <just to close>

(777) This was the beginning of it all

(778) “As he journeyed”

(779) to persecute believers

(780) “he came near Damascus

(781) and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven”

(782) Oh I hope

(783) that there will be some of you friends tonight here

(784) who at some time that light < > will shine about you

(785) <as it were>

(786) not a literal light

(787) but God < > will put his finger on your heart

(788) <as it were>

(789) so that you begin to see

(790) that these things are true

(791) and you’ve got to take them seriously

(792) and you need Christ 

(793) and his forgiving love

(794) May God work in every heart

(795) and help you to see these elements of true conversion [view of audience]

(796) Let’s pray together.
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