I have often noticed both in England and America when I have been passing through the smaller towns and the big cities as well that when you come to a busy intersection of the street you often notice on the four important corners a bar on this corner, a movie theatre on this corner, a big store on this corner and a church on that.  A bar and a movie theatre and a store and a church.  Everybody knows what the bar is for.  Everybody knows what the movie theatre is for.  Everybody knows what the store is for.  But what is the church for?  What is it for?  
There are people in both our nations that have no use for the church of God at all.  There are men who say sometimes in public that it wouldn’t be any loss to the nations if all the church and Sunday Schools were closed overnight.  There are people that can see no purpose whatever in the church of God.  My friends, I would like to ask you this question this evening:  suppose tomorrow, or when your vacation is over and you’re back home again, suppose you were to fall in with one of those people.  Suppose they were to say to you in honest simplicity, “What is the church for?”  What would you say?  You couldn’t go into deep theology, because they don’t understand it.  You couldn’t go deep into the word of God because that is a strange book to them.  You must keep within the orbit of their own ideas; you must speak to the level of their intelligence.  What would you say to them in answer to the question “What is the church for?”
Let me give you some indication of the way in which I would answer it.  I think, keeping to their ideas, knowing that I couldn’t tell of the things that are most precious to me, I think I should begin by saying ‘It makes sense of life; it makes sense of life.’  You see, everybody over forty and lots of intelligent people before they’re forty, realize that the big, gnawing questions of life, the questions that have tormented the mind of man ever since he began to think are not such questions as ‘Who shall I marry?  What shall I work at?  Where shall I live?’ important as those questions are in their way, but the big, the gnawing questions that natter at the mind of man are questions like these:  ‘Who am I?  Why am I here?  What is life for?  What comes after this?’  I say again, every man over forty and many men before they’re forty, intelligent women too, know that these are the deep, the hard, the basic questions of life and somehow or other you must have them answered.
Well, try the other three corners of the street and see if they know.  Go in the bar and ask them, ‘What is life for?’  They’ll think you’re mad.  They’ll discuss it with you, some of them a whole evening over a glass of drink and you’ll come out as you went in:  no further on.  They don’t know what life is for.  Go in the movie theatre.  Have a chat with that nice lady who sits in a glass case just inside the door.  Say to her through the little pigeonhole, ‘Miss, I’ve come here this evening to discover the meaning of life.  Can you tell me the meaning of life?’  And she’ll think you’re mad also.  And she’ll lean forward and say ‘Look here, we’re not here to explain the meaning of life.  We’re here to help you to forget the beastly thing for a couple of hours.’  Go into the store and ask them.  You know in these big stores they have them, young ladies sitting in a desk.  ‘Information’ it says over them.  I was in a store in New York recently where it not only said ‘Information’.  It said ‘Ask me anything’.  Well that’s fair enough, isn’t it?  Go up and ask her.  Put your elbow on the counter and say, ‘Excuse me, Miss.  What is the meaning of life?’  And she’ll call the porter and have you put out.  Oh, no.  They don’t know the answers:  not in the bar, not in the movie theatre, they don’t know in the store.  They know, they know in the church of God.  This is what I would say to anybody that sees no use for the church of God and wonders what we are here for.  We’re here, we’re here first to make sense of life. In the church and nowhere else as far as I know we know how to make sense of life.  

1) We’ll tell you 

2) who you are
3) and why you’re here

4) and where you’re going.
5) We know the answers

6) not because we were clever

7) to discover them ourselves

8) but because God in his infinite mercy has given us his eternal word

9) and given us his fellowship

10) and bent to our necessities

11) and in him we know the answers to the deep questions.

12) I was preaching in Frankfurt some time ago, 

13) Frankfurt am Main in Germany

14) preaching in one of our great Methodist churches there.

15) On my way to the appointment I went across the big park in Frankfurt.

16) - they call it the Tiergarten –

17) and as I hurried across the park

18) I suddenly remembered

19) it was here that that historic conversation took place

20) here in this very park

21) I’d forgotten.

22) Schopenhauer, the distinguished German philosopher, used to live in Frankfurt.
23) He was a pessimist.

24) He saw everything grey.

25) He could never bottom the mystery and meaning of life.

26) He wondered 

27) if it had any.

28) Incidentally he hated women.
29) He wouldn’t have had them near him.
30) He’d be uncomfortable where I am tonight.

31) He wouldn’t have them near him.

32) And he had that shabby appearance

33) [[that nearly all men have 
34) [[on whose clothes and person there isn’t the hand of a good woman somewhere]]]]
35) I’m putting it mildly.

36) The truth is 

37) [[he looked like a tramp]]

38) And he used to sit on a bench in that park in Frankfurt

39) meditating on the problems of life

40) and that park keepers used to notice this old tramp

41) and wonder

42) who he was 

43) and one day one of them in the midst of his reverie put a hand on his shoulder

44) and said

45) ‘Who are you?’

46) And Schopenhauer awoke out of the reverie

47) and said with awful earnestness:
48) ‘Who am I?

49) I wish to God I knew.’

50) Who am I?
51) I wish to God I knew.

52) That’s the question that is unspoken in the minds of multitudes.

53) Those who are not in this way of life

54) those who do not know Jesus

55) those who are not glad to frequent his church

56) they don’t know who they are

57) and why they’re here

58) and where they’re going

59) and they can’t

60) they can’t make sense of life.

61) What a ministry we have!

62) Oh, isn’t it wonderful

63) to think

64) that for anybody who will come 
65) in our Lord’s name we can make sense of life.
66) We can tell them

67) that there are two ways stretching before us
68) a way that leads downwards to the beasts

69) and a way that climbs upwards to the heights.

70) We can tell them

71) that no man can find that upward path by himself

72) but that Jesus our saviour will come

73) and in response to any man’s appeal he will take his hand

74) and lead him up and on

75) We can tell them

76) that all of us are morally accountable at the last

77) that some day we must come to the last audit

78) that we can have Jesus now as our saviour

79) or some day we must have him as our judge.

80) We can tell them

81) who they are

82) and why they’re here

83) and what comes after this.

84) In the headquarters of the British and Foreign Bible Society in London –

85) a building I know so well –

86) I am a vice president of the society - 

87) in that building where we have a most precious collection of Bibles

88) as doubtless you have a the headquarters of the famous American Bible Society

89) we have in London a testament that is a riddle

90) a testament which no one can read.

91) No one can read it.

92) It was made many years ago by one of our Methodist missionaries

93) who went out from England to a tribe of Red Indians in Canada

94) became their friend

95) became their father in God

96) learned their strange language

97) reduced it to writing

98) translated the New Testament.
99) Generations ago the Bible Society was so proud to print it

100) and that tribe of Red Indians had the word of God in their own tongue.

101) But everybody who spoke that tongue has long since died.
102) Nobody speaks it now.

103) It’s a mystery language.

104) The testament is there.
105) It’s full of truth

106) and no one can read it.

107) My friends, to lots of people passing those busy intersections of streets in our smaller towns and in our big cities
108) they see the four corners of the street

109) the bar, and the movie theatre, and the store and the church.

110) They understand three corners of the street 

111) but that other corner, it’s a riddle.

112) It contains the word of life.

113) There is the message they need

114) but it is a mystery to them.

115) Our task draw them in [? sic] 13.00

116) to say come 

117) to this corner.

118) Here we have counsel for you.

119) Here and only here you can make sense of life.

120) Here’s the second thing I’d say:
121) Not only do we claim in the church of God

122) to make sense of life.
123) We claim this also:

124) that we in God’s name give joy to life.

125) It would strike them as strange 

126) I’m sure

127) these people who have no use for us

128) ‘joy’?

129) If you were to invite them to a night out

130) well, according to their taste they might think of the bar.

131) They might think of the movie theatre

132) that you’d seen a good, wholesome film 

133) and wanted to take them to

134) to see it.

135) They might think

136) that you were going to buy something for them in the store
137) but a night out and you want to take them to church?

138) It would seem to many of them to be a bad joke.

139) And yet we are saying this quite definitely

140) with a sober mind

141) with no exaggeration whatever

142) the secret of joy, it’s hidden 

143) and wonderful spring is in our gospel

144) is in the church

145) and it’s there and nowhere else.

146) After this morning’s address

147) a lady < > said very kindly to me that

148) <herself a teacher of English in one of your schools>

149) she’d noticed that

150) we English people speak with precision in our words

151) that we are careful to use words < > in their exact meaning

152) <she thought>

153) and while that was too kind of her to say so

154) we do so try to speak

155) and I think 

156) I would like to say to you now

157) that we do not normally confuse < > the words joy and pleasure

158) <as is sometimes confused>
159) People often use them

160) as though they meant the same thing.

161) They don’t

162) They don’t.

163) It’s important to my purpose now

164) to explain the difference

165) and why we should use them with care,

166) Pleasures come 
167) and go.

168) The things [[that give you pleasure]] change with every period of your life.
169) Everybody in this auditorium this evening could write his or her autobiography 

170) around the different things that have given you pleasure at different times

171) and they’ve been changing all your life.

172) When I was a little boy -

173) I insist

174) that I was a very little boy

175) when this was true – 

176) my pleasure depended

177) upon what was on the table.

178) Some of the men in front are trying to look superior

179) as though that was never true of them.

180) I don’t believe it.

181) Time was with all of us

182) when our pleasure < > depended on what was on the table

183) <I fancy>.
184) For me it was potato crisps, meringues and ice cream.

185) But it passed.

186) I grew out of that.

187) But even as a small boy at school

188) I still retained a taste for chocolate.

189) I did like chocolate.

190) My pleasure depended as a small boy on chocolate.
191) Indeed my favourite dream was of an endless bar of chocolate being pressed by an unseen hand into my ever open mouth.
192) I got over it.

193) I’ve not really been interested in chocolate, not really, for a long time.

194) I only eat chocolate when I buy it for my wife.

195) She wonders 

196) who I bought it for.
197) And then that was succeeded in my little life by that passion

198) which I described to you this morning

199) which all English boys have.

200) They reach the age when they must have a bicycle

201) when they work on dad to get a bicycle.

202) How I worked on my father.
203) He didn’t want 

204) me to have it.

205) But I got it.

206) I wore him down.

207) I gave five shillings for it.

208) That’s a good deal less than a dollar

209) I bought it from my elder brother.

210) If you had seen the bicycle

211) you would have said

212) it was dear.

213) Oh, but the bliss I had

214) in riding round the block.
215) That was my pleasure at that age

216) and that went.

217) I only get on a bicycle now

218) when I must.

219) It’s gone.

220) All life has been like that.

221) It has with you.

222) Your games have changed, -

223) your interests here

224) It’s in the nature of pleasure.

225) They change with changing years:

226) wholesome, good, many of them

227) but they’re fugitive

228) they belong to different ages of your life.
229) But joy, oh, if it’s joy, and this deep joy in Jesus 
230) it springs

231) and springs again.

232) It need never go.

233) It came into my heart as a boy of thirteen

234) when I said 

235) ‘yes’ to Jesus in my heart

236) And it has never left me

237) never.

238) Sometimes it flames into rapture

239) and sometimes it sinks into peace

240) but the difference he made

241) it doesn’t change.

242) It can be in the heart of a boy at the high school

243) It can be in the heart of a young man at business

244) the undergraduate at the university

245) all through life

246) in the grim days of the First World War I had it still.

247) In the grim days of the Second World War

248) when my dear wife and I lived < > in public air raid shelters for five years and a month

249) <as I think I told you once>

250) pulled great curtains from the windows

251) to cover us on the floor

252) and said to the survivors of decimated families

253) ‘Come in.

254) We’ll offer you a home here.’

255) And we slept together

256) and fed together – 
257) half a million of them passed through our hands in that five years and a month
258) and every night I had to go from shelter to shelter 

259) to look after the other people

260) <I saw>

261) and many of those great buildings in London < > fold up before my eyes

262) and I felt many a night

263) ‘It must be my turn now.

264) I can’t always be missed.’

265) I’d been missed so narrowly and so often

266) ‘It must be my turn’

267) And many a time I had opportunity

268) to consult my heart

269) as I looked death quietly in the face

270) and ask myself

271) ‘Is it alright now?

272) Now is it alright?

273) Is it still there?’

274) That peace in Jesus

275) that joy of your Lord?

276) And it was still there.

277) Mr Ghandi was right.

278) Mr Ghandi said

279) ‘Nobody has really mastered life

280) ‘till he’s looked death quietly in the face.

281) We had perforce to look death quietly in the face

282) to live with it.

283) We never expected to survive

284) but he brought us through

285) and proved to us

286) that in experiences as dark as that < > he’s still there

287) and he’s still precious

288) <when you’re walking about 

289) with the bombs singing around your ears>

290) We say to people who are looking for what they call a thrill in life

291) a real kick out of life

292) this and that

293) we say to them

294) the place of joy is in Jesus.
295) ‘If you want it

296) there’s the corner of the street

297) go into the church of God

298) and if they know their business

299) they’ll give you the secret of joy.
300) My friends I’m going to be bold tonight.

301) You see 

302) I feel so at home with you here at Junaluska

303) And as my dear wife has told you

304) you are so much in our conversation in London

305) and one can take liberties with friends.

306) I want you to look at America for a moment

307) as an Englishman, as an Englishwoman see it.

308) We come to your country from ours

309) and we’re amazed 

310) at the wonderful things you have

311) Quite wonderful!

312) All the … the things, how they abound!

313) What wonderful refrigerators 

314) and some of you change them so often

315) and err and cars

316) sometimes more cars than one in the family

317) in one family

318) more cars than one!

319) And washing machines that we were speaking about this morning

320) and this and that

321) and little buttons to press.

322) Isn’t it wonderful

323) We stand amazed.

324) We crawl into our room at night

325) and we say

326) ‘All the wonderful things our friends have!

327) And we’re so glad for them because

328) they work hard

329) and they are so good and kind to others.’
330) But that’s how you impress us:

331) The wonderful things

332) in your wonderful country!

333) One of the things [[ ]] is your car dumps

334) [[that has astonished me most]]

335) Oh, how I wander round your car dump.

336) If anybody can tell me of a dump for cars < > anywhere near Lake Junaluska
337) <you know

338) when you toss them away as of no use>

339) I shall be in danger of missing an appointment.

340) I love 

341) to go and see those car dumps.
342) It’s perfectly clear to me

343) that you toss cars on the dump at precisely the condition 

344) at which a Methodist minister in England could begin to be interested in a car.

345) But we’ve been noticing something else as well.
346) You see

347) among other things I’m an author

348) and I write books

349) and when you write books

350) you’re interested in other people’s books

351) and err I can’t easily pass a bookshop

352) so amazed at all the wonderful things in your wonderful country

353) I’ve been going in the bookshops as well

354) in New York Ocean City, other places we’ve been

355) and I’ve been seeing the popular books, the bestsellers

356) and I’ve been astonished to find

357) how many bestsellers are all about how to be happy

358) how to be happy

359) yes.
360) I’ve got some of the titles noticed:

361) ‘Peace of Mind’

362) Washers, cars, refrigerators

363) and one of the bestsellers

364) ‘Peace of Mind’.
365) ‘Live Longer, Look Younger’

366) Ho-ohhh, what a title!

367) I, I had to steer my wife past that

368) I was a … I was afraid 
369) she would be taking a few more dollars from me
370) when she saw

371) ‘Live Longer, Look Younger’.

372) ‘How to make friends and influence people’

373) I met a lady in London some time ago

374) that said

375) she’d got hold of a copy of that book

376) and she’d studied it

377) and she’d lost all her friends.

378) Now I’ve not studied the book

379) so I don’t know

380) but she said

381) at some point in the book it told you

382) at a certain point in the conversation to rest your chin in the cup of your right hand

383) lean forward

384) and as she leaned forward to her friends

385) they all retreated.

386) Anyhow don’t you worry about her

387) she’s thrown the book away

388) and she’s got her friends back.
389) My dear friends, what I’m asking 

390) you to err to notice

391) and observe the impertinence of an old friend 
392) in doing this

393) because everybody who knows me knows 

394) how much I love honestly America

395) I’m just putting it to you

396) with the intimacy and frankness that a friend may

397) We come

398) and we see these wonderful things

399) and, and they seem to be shared

400) all, all, all kinds of people have them

401) and then we go into the bookshops

402) and so many of these bestsellers are about how to be happy

403) Oh, fancy, fancy 

404) having three cars even

405) and two refrigerators

406) and a couple of washing machines

407) but having to sit on the porch

408) reading a book on how to be happy.

409) Listen.

410) I believed it

411) because my Lord said it to me long ago.

412) Jesus said:

413) ‘A man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesses’

414) And now I’ve seen that

415) I know

416) it’s true

417) Because nowhere in this wide world is there a, a nation

418) [[that has your standard of living]]

419) Nowhere

420) And I don’t begrudge it to you.

421) God bless you.

422) I’m glad 

423) you have it.

424) I can be glad for you.

425) Nowhere is there such a standard of living.

426) And at the same time with all these amazing things some of your fellow countrymen < > with all these things are reading books

427) on how to be happy

428) <not you

429) not you

430) but some of your fellow countrymen>

431) So it proves it

432) It confirms the divine word again

433) ‘A man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things that he possesses’

434) And if it’s joy you want

435) it isn’t in a line of cars and refrigerators and this and that and more buttons to press

436) it’s whether or not you really have Jesus in your heart

437) whether your sins have been forgiven

438) and you know it

439) and you’re learning

440) how to open yourself more and more to him

441) and can wake every morning

442) and feel

443) ‘Lord, another day with thee.’

444) There’s the spring of joy.

445) You people [[ ]] you know it

446) [[who come to Junaluska]]

447) But it’s clear

448) that there are some of your fellow countrymen

449) who do not know it

450) Oh I beg you

451) I have a right to say this

452) A visitor may

453) I beg you:

454) Heed the pleading of those of you, those of your number

455) that, that lead you in evangelism.
456) Heed their, their words.

457) Consider their programmes.

458) Go back to your own towns

459) convinced of this

460) that if people are to make sense of life

461) and find the secret of joy

462) it’ll depend on you

463) and if you fail in your church

464) some of them < > may go all their days unblessed

465) <awful thought>

466) Whenever this religion of ours breaks fresh from the rock

467) It always breaks fresh with this note of exuberant joy in it

468) It’s when religion is getting chill

469) that it gets so correct 

470) and straight-laced 

471) and afraid to smile
472) and more concerned about ritual

473) than it’s concerned about anything else

474) but when this faith breaks fresh from the rock

475) always it has this note of exuberant joy in it.

476) It did at Pentecost.

477) You all know 

478) the apostles on the day of Pentecost were suspected of being drunk.

479) People said

480) looking at those shining, exuberant, joy-filled men
481) people said

482) ‘they’re filled with new wine.’

483) Maybe you’ve never been suspected of being drunk for as good reasons as that.

484) It isn’t a compliment.

485) Saint Francis, < > had to reprove his followers once.

486) <you remember>

487) Why did he have to reprove them?

488) Because they laughed in church

489) he reproved them

490) and they said to him afterwards

491) ‘Brother Francis, we can’t help it.

492) We’re so happy.

493) The early Methodists set their hymns, some of their early hymns, to dance tunes

494) They did.

495) It shocked the eighteenth century in England.

496) It shocked them 

497) Because we’re very correct over there

498) and as my wife has said

499) very reserved.

500) And for people to come forward

501) and put their hymns to dance tunes

502) shocked the nation.

503) ‘My God I am thine

504) What a comfort divine.

505) What a blessing to know

506) That my Jesus is mine.

507) In the heavenly Lamb

508) Thrice happy I am

509) And my heart it doeth dance 

510) at the sound of his name’

511) And their feet went with their hearts.

512) They couldn’t help it.

513) They were so happy.

514) So it was with the early Salvationists

515) who have been mentioned already this evening.

516) Those early Salvationists they had it.

517) <I say>

518) Whenever the faith breaks fresh < > from the rock

519) it has this note of exuberant joy in it.

520) You’ve all heard the story

521) but you don’t know 

522) where it really happened

523) and I do

524) It was Doctor Farmer 

525) who was organist at Harrow School

526) who told the story first

527) Harrow, the School to which Winston Churchill went

528) Doctor Farmer, their organist, was asked to adjudicate once at a band festival
529) and a Salvation Army band was competing

530) Now I think Doctor Farmer wanted the Salvationists to win

531) I think he did

532) But he did something that was rather unethical in an adjudicator.
533) In the interval he slipped down to give the Salvationists some advice

534) He said < > to the man with the big drum

535) <you remember the story>

536) He whispered to him

537) He said

538) ‘My good fellow, need you knock that drum so hard?’

539) And the beaming bandsman replied to Doctor Farmer

540) ‘Lor’, sir, I’m that happy, I could bust the blooming drum.’

541) How strange it seems to us.

542) How superior you feel

543) I do too

544) but I don’t feel as superior as you do [laughing]

545) No.

546) William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army

547) would interrupt his speeches sometimes

548) carried away with the rapture of the faith

549) and he’d say to his soldiers

550) ‘I’m so happy

551) I want to jump for joy.
552) Will you all stand up

553) and jump with me?’

554) So they’d all stand up

555) jump 

556) sit down

557) and he’d go on with the speech.
558) I know

559) what you’re all thinking:

560) ‘I hope 

561) this fellow from England doesn’t make that suggestion to us this evening’

562) It’s alright.

563) I’m not going to.

564) I’m only going to say to you

565) I understand

566) what moved him [?:  break for a few moments in quality of cassette]

567) ‘Joy that flames < > at times into rapture

568) <you say>

569) and sinks at other times into peace.

570) Does it abide with us always?

571) Can it

572) Can it in sickness and in difficulty?’

573) It can.

574) In advanced souls it can.

575) I visit a woman in Chelsea twisted with arthritis 
576) She lives in one little room, a front room.

577) She can see what’s happening in the mean little street.

578) When I go to see her

579) I press the bell

580) and then I wait five minutes.
581) She’s only just there.

582) I can see her through the window. 

583) She’s only got to go like that

584) and open the door

585) but I wait five minutes

586) It takes her all that time to come

587) It takes her a full minute 

588) to stand up

589) She has almost to unlock herself

590) And then with pain

591) she edges her way to the door 

592) and lets me in

593) Then it’s another five minutes

594) getting back to her chair again

595) Then we talk

596) At least he talks

597) Oh yes

598) a Minister’s always glad 

599) when you do the talking

600) when he calls

601) To be a good preacher

602) you must be a good speaker

603) but to be a good pastor

604) you must be a good listener

605) We’re happy 
606) to get you talking

607) Some of you don’t want much encouragement either.

608) Dear Mrs Atkinson, how she talks

609) and it’s all about the goodness of God.

610) ‘Oh, Doctor < > I just sit here amazed at the goodness of God to me
611) <she says>

612) It might have been a back room

613) and I couldn’t see anything but a dirty yard

614) It’s a front room

615) and I can see everything that’s happening on the street

616) Oh, my neighbour’s husband, he’s a good fellow

617) do you know

618) he’s made a little thing

619) so that I can turn over the pages of my book just with my two fingers’

620) It’s the only way she could turn them over

621) She said

622) ‘And this hot meals service, isn’t it wonderful?

623) Five days a week they bring me a hot meal to the door’

624) And so she goes on 
625) and on 
626) and on

627) about the goodness of God

628) and the peace of God is in her

629) and his joy lights up her face

630) and when I go home

631) I know

632) she’s done me more good

633) than I’ve done her

634) and I go into the house

635) and I say to my wife

636) ‘isn’t life wonderful?

637) I can do this’

638) And she laughs

639) and says

640) ‘Ah, my dear, I know

641) where you’ve been.’

642) Isn’t life wonderful

643) when you can do that?

644) Mrs Atkinson can’t do that

645) Not a finger can she move

646) The joy of Jesus it’s in her still

647) Death?

648) Just her sister that will come in God’s own good time
649) to conduct her to his more immediate presence

650) But she’s half living in heaven

651) as it is

652) She is

653) My friends, the joy of life they’re looking for it everywhere

654) They’re seeking it in things,

655) things

656) and more things

657) and it isn’t in things

658) and it isn’t in many of the books that propound the … the idea of giving it

659) Oh no.

660) It’s in our Lord
661) and it can be found in his church

662) Here’s the third and briefest thing I want

663) to say to you.

664) First when we answer the question

665) ‘What is the church for?’

666) we say

667) ‘It makes sense of life’

668) ‘It gives joy to life’

669) We say this finally

670) ‘It puts purpose in life’

671) You know

672) human nature is so made

673) God made us this way

674) human nature is so made

675) that it’s never satisfied to live

676) It wants something to live for

677) And one of the most embarrassing questions you can put to non Christians is this:

678) ‘What are you living for?’

679) And I’ve often embarrassed people by that question

680) ‘What are you living for?’

681) The more honest of them say

682) ‘I’m living for myself’
683) And that’s one of the reasons

684) why this earth looks sometimes like hell

685) I know a man in England who received a letter some time ago from a solicitor.
686) I don’t know

687) what solicitors’ letters are like in … in America 

688) but in England < > he doesn’t hurry 
689) to give it to you

690) <when a solicitor has a bit of good news to give you>

691) He’s as reserved over that

692) as he is over everything else

693) and they’ve got a technical phrase, 

694) have our lawyers

695) to intimate 

696) that errm somebody’s mentioned you in their will

697) Now you know

698) why I’ve never received one of these letters

699) but let that go.

700) This man received a letter from the lawyer saying

701) would he prove his identity

702) would he confirm 

703) the fact that he was so and so

704) and if he would

705) he would hear ‘something to his advantage’

706) That’s the phrase

707) Isn’t it a nice phrase?

708) I’ve often wondered

709) what the feeling must be

710) when you read that
711) ‘You will hear something to your advantage’

712) Well he was a Yorkshireman

713) I, I told you a bit about Yorkshiremen last, last evening

714) They’re dour

715) They’re slow

716) He, he didn’t permit himself to get excited

717) until he knew

718) how much he was going to hear to his advantage

719) But when he heard

720) and it was a thumping big sum

721) Oh, he was so happy

722) Oh, he was so happy

723) Do you know

724) why he was so happy?

725) Because he wouldn’t have to work anymore.

726) What a lovely thought!

727) ‘I won’t have to work anymore’

728) Well he bought a house in the country

729) got a nice garden 

730) and a gardener to look after it

731) and I think 

732) I can give you a typical day in his life.

733) He gets up in the morning, not very early

734) and he eats a little bit of bacon

735) He reads the paper

736) and then goes out into the garden 

737) to smell the morning

738) and then he comes back again

739) and has an early lunch

740) If the weather is suitable

741) he goes after lunch 

742) to play a game of golf

743) He returns after the golf to a cup of tea

744) He has errm dinner in the evening at seven
745) Before he was left the fortune

746) he always had his dinner at one

747) but now he has it at seven in the evening

748) and he spends the evening 

749) playing bridge

750) or looking at TV

751) and not very late he goes to bed

752) And tomorrow morning, not very early, he will rise again

753) he will eat a little bit of bacon

754) go out and smell the morning

755) A friend of mine was staying with him the other day

756) and told me about it

757) and I said to my friend

758) and you know my friend by name

759) I said

760) ‘Leslie, what did you say to him?

761) We have duties to men like that

762) What’s he living for?’

763) And Leslie said, 

764) ‘Well, bit difficult 

765) when a fellow’s your host

766) but I did try to draw him out.

767) I, I said to him err

768) “Why do you play golf?”
769) And he said

770) “To keep fit”

771) So I said to him

772) “What are you keeping fit for?”

773) So he had a longer think over that

774) And then he said

775) “Oooh, err, to play more golf”’

776) The madness of it.

777) Men born and built to the scale of eternity

778) sent into the world

779) to do things for God

780) and that’s what they’re doing

781) What lovely fellowship we’ve had with that good man

782) that has now left us

783) I speak the more freely

784) now I know

785) he isn’t here

786) In his seventies Doctor Lorbach 

787) and like John Wesley he takes the world as his parish

788) Think of his influence my dear friend

789) his zest for living

790) Does anybody ever ask him
791) what he’s living for?

792) And nobody < > of intelligence will ever ask you

793) <I trust>

794) because you are so obviously drawn out in the service of God

795) busy to old age even for him

796) retired maybe

797) but not off the strength

798) doing what he wants you to do

799) commending your Lord by your prayers

800) by your personal witness

801) seeking to do all you can

802) You’ve a purpose in life

803) If there are people sick of life 

804) because they have no purpose
805) you are not of their number

806) for you as Christians have the greatest purpose of all

807) What is the church for?

808) It makes sense of life

809) It gives joy to life

810) It puts purpose into life

811) That and much else.

812) Serve, my dear friends, your Lord through his church

813) Let us pray.

Almighty God, if we have been indifferent to thy church, if we have been cold Christians, if we have even thought that happiness depended in things, oh, disabuse our minds this evening and draw us this very evening to a still deeper consecration.
Sangster:  what the church is for.  Features:
Questions:  

· what is the church for?
· Directly addressing the audience:  what would you say to people who asked you what the church was for?

Referencing the opinions of other people:  they can’t see any point in the church.

· Referencing the thoughts of Schopenhauer and painting him in a certain way (didn’t like women) cf. atheists

How to relate the meaning of the church to unbelievers.

‘I say’ as interpolation

The basic questions of life:  

who am I?  

why am I here?

Visualization:  examples that people can relate to.

The church has the answer to the meaning of life.

Anecdotes:  

· preaching in Germany
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