(1) It is difficult for me

(2) Just to say exactly what’s on my heart

(3) As I commence this message tonight

(4) Except that I believe intensely 

(5) that God is working in this place.

(6) I do not quite know 

(7) how or to what an extent he is 

(8) but I am conscious

(9) more than I’ve even been in the five years that I’ve been in this church

(10) that the Lord of Pentecost is moving in the hearts of his people.

(11) That’s why 

(12) because of some of the things that have been happening to many people in this place in recent weeks

(13) that’s why I have been constrained

(14) I believe by the Spirit

(15) To abandon at least for a while the series of messages on prophetic subjects in favour of a series on the Spirit-filled life.

(16) Last Sunday we listened in this church to nearly thirty people

(17) Not only young people,

(18) Not only people in the circumference of the work here 

(19) But some at the very heart of it

(20) Members of our church board and others

(21) Sunday School teachers and members of our choir

(22) People who are in the very heart of this place

(23) Speak of an absolute transformation that has taken place in their lives.

(24) In recent weeks in particular during the days of the Keswick Convention.

(25) Now many of you are cynical about this

(26) Many of you just didn’t get into it at all 

(27) Perhaps some of you couldn’t

(28) Other of you didn’t trouble

(29) Many of you perhaps claim some experience of the Holy Spirit in your life in previous years

(30) And you’ve just found yourself absolutely 

(31) left on a receding tide of blessing and more dry, more barren, more empty, more futile than ever before 

(32) and so you’ve dismissed the whole thing

(33) and you go happily along

(34) content with what you have of the gospel.

(35) Many of you are hungry

(36) And yet are confused

(37) And don’t quite know

(38) The issues at stake.

(39) You too, with me, feel

(40) That God is talking to people

(41) And yet somehow you haven’t grasped it all quite clearly.

(42) And yet tonight you long somehow

(43) That God would talk to you and

(44) And get you through into, into victory and blessing.

(45) And therefore I have chosen this subject 

(46) Because I want to be in the line of the will of God in my ministry here

(47) and the object of this series is simply

(48) to draw the attention of Christian people to their birthright

(49) to that which is their right

(50) because they are redeemed by the blood of Christ.

(51) Far, far too many of genuine, born-again Christians are on the right side of Calvary and the wrong side of Pentecost.

(52) Now don’t you [[ ]] start arguing with me on that to begin with.

(53) [[who who are sticklers for Dispensational truth]]

(54) I’m only stating a fact in experience:

(55) that you have pardon but you’ve no power.

(56) You know

(57) where you stand in relation to the forgiveness of your sins

(58) but you do not know

(59) where you stand in relation to the indwelling Christ to deliver you day by day.

(60) Now God wants his people to live on bo… on this side of both Calvary and Pentecost.

(61) Of course the first matter for each one of us to settle is

(62) that we know Jesus Christ as our saviour and our Lord;

(63) that we are born of the Spirit

(64) that we’ve come to him in repentance and faith

(65) that we’ve acknowledged

(66) that we’re sinful and hopeless

(67) and that we cannot get right with God

(68) except we trust in the one who shed his blood on the cross

(69) to save us from our sins.

(70) And from that moment we have received forgiveness

(71) and we have received the Holy Spirit 

(72) to live within us.

(73) That means forgiveness of sins by virtue of the shedding of his blood on the cross.

(74) Now that’s wonderful

(75) and we begin there.

(76) Anything that I might say tonight would rather lose its meaning

(77) unless you understand

(78) that the basis of it all is that you can come to Christ as a sinner 

(79) and receive him as your saviour

(80) and at that moment enter into life

(81) and possess the Spirit of God, the third person of the Trinity, 

(82) living within you

(83) and yet can go on 

(84) living a defeated and hopeless and bewildered and confused Christian experience.

(85) Just think

(86) who it was 

(87) that loved us with such a love

(88) at … that meant that he crossed the desert of sin 

(89) to save us

(90) Think 

(91) what it cost him

(92) in order that he might hold to your thirsty lips tonight the cup of salvation, the water of life

(93) what it means to him 

(94) to hold the cup of living water to your lips

(95) that you might drink

(96) and receive from him.

(97) Think

(98) what are the consequences 

(99) if I reject.

(100) Think of the consequences 

(101) if we … if I’m neglectful or indifferent 

(102) or if I do not press on 

(103) to claim that which is my birthright in Christ.

(104) I speak to you

(105) and I’m very conscious

(106) that I believe in my heart

(107) there is an unutterable need in the lives of many Christian people here this evening

(108) an unutterable need for more of God.

(109) We don’t drink deeply enough or often enough of the river of life.

(110) There’s a thirst 

(111) that’s unquenched

(112) that only Christ can quench

(113) and when he does

(114) I do not become peculiar or bigoted 

(115) I simply love him more dearly

(116) and lean on him more completely

(117) and that’s what he wants of his children.

(118) My prayer is that I might want this with all my heart

(119) and that you might want it too.

(120) There’s one thing more than anything

(121) that will keep you back 

(122) from really considering

(123) and really entering into a Holy Spirit-filled Christian life.

(124) It’s prejudice.

(125) Prejudice

(126) Have you ever read Bunyan’s ‘Holy War’?

(127) What a flash of genius Bunyan has

(128) when he puts Mr. Prejudice with sixty deaf men under him at err Ear Gate of the citadel

(129) to guard it

(130) Nothing that Emmanuel can ever say will ever reach Manfold 

(131) as long as Mr. Prejudice and sixty of his guards are on duty at Eargate

(132) and because he’s there

(133) this is the kind of thing Christian people say:

(134) ‘I don’t read anything in my church constitution

(135) about being filled with the Spirit.

(136) It’s not in our church doctrine.

(137) It’s not preached by my favourite preacher.

(138) It’s not taught

(139) by the man who teaches me.

(140) It’s not in my favourite books.

(141) It’s not written by my favourite authors.”

(142) And I’ve met so many people

(143) who’ve gone off into wild Pentecostalism etc. etc.

(144) Mr Prejudice does his job thoroughly well.

(145) Thoroughly well.

(146) But listen:

(147) the risen Lord Jesus is calling to a dead fundamentalism today

(148) that’s full of dry bones

(149) and he wants 

(150) to breathe upon us with the breath of life

(151) that there might stand up an army

(152) an exceeding great army

(153) and the need is desperate. 

(154) On every hand the lack of something is felt in Christian experience

(155) Instead of victory, 

(156) it’s defeat.

(157) Repeated defeat.

(158) Instead of soul-satisfaction, 

(159) it’s hunger.

(160) Instead of heart rest

(161) it’s frustration.

(162) Instead of advancing for God

(163) we’re losing ground.

(164) Is this all that Jesus meant

(165) when he spoke those words to your heart and mine:

(166) ‘Come unto me’?

(167) Is that all?

(168) Is that normal Christian living?

(169) Thirst that’s dissatisfied?

(170) Defeat that’s repeated?

(171) Discontent,

(172) Frustration,

(173) a few moments of sheer joy in the Lord

(174) and then months of deadness

(175) living behind a mask of unreality?

(176) Is that normal Christian living?

(177) In the name of heaven I say

(178) ‘No, it isn’t’

(179) And the Word of God says 

(180) ‘No’

(181) And the testimony of thousands of Christian people through history says

(182) ‘No’

(183) In the name of heaven let us shake ourselves from the dust and arise 

(184) and possess our possessions

(185) which were bought for us at such a cost.

(186) Now I am very concerned

(187) that we follow carefully the track of the Word of God

(188) This subject has suffered more than any other from unwise handling

(189) The devil sees to that.

(190) But listen

(191) I don’t know about you

(192) but I’m not going to allow 

(193) the fear of the counterfeit to keep me back from reality

(194) and if God promises me something in his Word

(195) which can turn defeat into victory

(196) unrest into peace

(197) despair into the joy of the Lord

(198) self-centredness into Christ-centredness

(199) something that will not make me smug 

(200) and pious 

(201) and sanctimonious

(202) but will make me a vital channel of blessing for Jesus

(203) then with all my heart

(204) I want it desperately

(205) And all this business about getting caught off in, into sidetracks and extremes and Pentecostalism 

(206) doesn’t disturb me one little bit

(207) If there’s a promise in the book

(208) I’m hungry for it

(209) Aren’t you?

(210) Now of course there are some people who will teach

(211) that the fullness of the Spirit is something quite apart from the presence of Christ in the life

(212) and that the evidence of the fullness will be seen in ecstatic utterances,

(213) in amazing miracles

(214) and in outstanding success in witness

(215) Or again

(216) some others will teach

(217) that the fullness of the Spirit must always come as a sudden experience 

(218) years after conversion, 

(219) after a definite, prolonged time of waiting upon God in prayer.

(220) Now it’s perfectly true

(221) that spiritual fullness does produce an experience 

(222) [[so different from anything that we’ve known before]]

(223) that it seems altogether different from the feeble thing 

(224) [[that we’ve, we’ve understood to be conversion]]

(225) It’s perfectly true

(226) that the man’s [[ ]] becomes a blessing to other people

(227) [[who’s filled with the Spirit]]

(228) in a way that he’s never been in his life

(229) It’s perfectly true

(230) that often the fullness of the Spirit comes years after conversion

(231) after prolonged waiting upon God

(232) but, my friend, the mistake is just this

(233) when you begin to lay down as essential 

(234) that which is frequent

(235) and there’s a tremendous risk of trouble 

(236) when Christians make their own experience the standard of the truth of the Bible for other people

(237) ‘You’ve got to go through what I’ve got throu… to go … been through’

(238) ‘You’ve got to come the way that I’ve been 

(239) or else you can’t possibly be right’

(240) Now listen

(241) Truth is the same for everybody

(242) but the way into it may be different for all of us

(243) We met God in Christ as sinners at the cross

(244) but there is not, there are not two people in this building who met him in the same way

(245) We began our Christian life

(246) when we met the Lord Jesus at Calvary 

(247) and we bowed before him

(248) but every one of us came by a different path

(249) till we met God there

(250) Therefore I suggest

(251) that in the same way you meet God in Christ in the fullness of blessing in many thousands of different ways

(252) but in the name of heaven you’ve got to meet him

(253) if you would live a victorious life

(254) So withal I come back to ask you most earnestly my dear friend

(255) Have you received the Holy Spirit in a powerful, saving, delivering sense 

(256) since you believed in Jesus Christ?

(257) But now to the Word and to the Testimony

(258) And I have to put before you very briefly four, four, propositions from the Word of God concerning our subject tonight

(259) and to support them from Scripture

(260) The first is this

(261) that the New Testament teaches

(262) that there is an experience of the fullness of the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer

(263) which is not identical with conversion

(264) Got that?

(265) There is an experience of the fullness of the Spirit in the life of the Christian

(266) which is not identical with the new birth

(267) In other words, I may be born again

(268) I may have received Christ as my saviour

(269) I may live 

(270) and believe

(271) but be far from being full

(272) Every Christian has the Holy Spirit

(273) Romans eight nine

(274) ‘If any man hath not the Spirit of Christ

(275) he is none of his’

(276) First Corinthians twelve three

(277) ‘no man can say

(278) that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit’

(279) Every man [[who’s come to God in Christ in saving faith]] 

(280) has the Holy Spirit living within him

(281) He’s been regenerated

(282) and born of the Spirit of God

(283) but to have the Spirit is one thing

(284) to be filled with the Spirit is another

(285) Egypt always has the Nile 

(286) but Egypt waits every year 

(287) for the Nile to overflow its banks

(288) Having the Nile is one thing

(289) Having the overflow is quite another

(290) And the overflow changes the desert into a garden

(291) the wilderness into a fruitful field

(292) waste into fruitfulness

(293) and disaster into abundance

(294) That’s what happens

(295) when the overflow comes

(296) Now there’s no reason 

(297) why there should not be an experience of the fullness of the Spirit at the moment of your conversion as in the case for instance of Cornelius and his household in Acts chapter ten and verse forty-four

(298) where we’re told

(299) that Cornelius and his household were baptised and received the Holy Ghost in the fullness.

(300) They were filled with the Spirit

(301) But this is exceptional

(302) In the twentieth of John and the twenty-second verse the Lord Jesus breathed upon his disciples 

(303) and said

(304) ‘Receive ye the Holy Spirit’

(305) and they received the Spirit.

(306) In Acts chapter two and verse four they were filled with the Spirit

(307) In the eighth chapter of Acts < > but in Acts chapter eight and verses five through thirteen there’s the work of grace in Samaria under the ministry of Philip

(308) the people believed

(309) were converted

(310) were baptised

(311) but they were not filled with the Spirit

(312) until Peter and John came later on

(313) and they were filled then under their ministry in verses fifteen through seventeen

(314) <and err I cannot pause possibly

(315) to go through these passages

(316) I am trusting 

(317) that those of you who are following will perhaps note them down

(318) and look at them for yourself

(319) just to check err afterwards on the subject>

(320) Saul of Tarsus was converted on the road to Damascus

(321) He fell prostrate before the Lord

(322) and he said

(323) ‘Lord, what willt Thou have me to do?’

(324) and God gave him his instructions 

(325) and he went into Damascus

(326) and there the evidence of his conversion was 

(327) [[that he prayed]]

(328) ‘Behold’ < > behold he prayeth

(329) <said the risen Lord to Ananias>

(330) And this man, < > later when Ananias came was filled with the Holy Ghost

(331) <a genuine believer

(332) a converted man,

(333) a Christian>

(334) The disciples at Ephesus in the nineteenth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles so lacked any evidence of spiritual reality

(335) that when Paul came 

(336) he said to them

(337) ‘Have you received the Holy Ghost

(338) since you believed?’

(339) Surely the implications of that question are clear?

(340) While every believer has in a sense the Holy Spirit in him

(341) yet he may not know him in a Pentecostal sense

(342) [in a delivering sense

(343) in a satisfying sense]

(344) and there may be completely l… any absolute lack of evidence of conversion

(345) which would raise the same query 

(346) as Paul asked concerning that group:

(347) ‘Have you received the Holy Spirit?’

(348) You see

(349) at conversion I have him.

(350) At Pentecost he has me

(351) That’s the difference

(352) When I’m born again

(353) I have him in me

(354) When I’m filled

(355) he’s got all of me.

(356) Completely.

(357) Ephesians five eighteen was written thirty years after Pentecost

(358) and it was written to Christian people

(359) and the command was

(360) ‘Be filled with the Spirit’

(361) So my first proposition is

(362) that Scripture clearly teaches

(363) that there is an experience of the fullness of the Holy Spirit 

(364) [[which is not identical with the new birth]]

(365) The second proposition I bring to you tonight is this

(366) that the fullness of the Holy Spirit is not a once for all experience 

(367) but an increasing habit of life

(368) not a once and for all experience

(369) but an increasing habit of life

(370) You will find many references in the Acts of the Apostles

(371) when err those who were filled at Pentecost

(372) were filled again

(373) For instance Acts four verse thirty-one

(374) ‘As they prayed 

(375) the place was shaken

(376) and they were filled with the Holy Ghost’

(377) When they suffered, Acts thirteen and fifty-two

(378) and Paul had left them

(379) ‘the disciples were filled with joy 

(380) and the Holy Ghost’

(381) Often you will read

(382) of Paul being filled with the Holy Spirit

(383) just as if there’s a fountain that’s habitually full

(384) but at some moments it seems to flow quicker than ever

(385) and it begins to overflow

(386) and it rises to a higher level

(387) Now it’s quite clear

(388) that these fillings of the Spirit were for special service,

(389) special testimony

(390) special testings

(391) and times of temptation

(392) but nevertheless the fullness of the Spirit is 

(393) [[quite clearly intended to be increasingly the habit of the life of a Christian]]

(394) Acts eleven verse twenty tells us

(395) that Barnabas was a man filled with the Holy Ghost

(396) Acts six verse five tells us

(397) that ‘Stephen, being full of the Holy Ghost’

(398) Here then is a fullness 

(399) [[which distinguishes a man’s character]]

(400) It alters the atmosphere around him

(401) in which he lives

(402) It somehow changes the whole situation of his life

(403) A fullness that’s characterised by a daily walk with God,

(404) which results in an increased capacity for the indwelling of the Spirit of Christ

(405) ‘Be filled with the Spirit’

(406) is a continuous present command

(407) ‘Be being filled with the Spirit’

(408) is the literal translation of that verse

(409) Therefore my second proposition is

(410) that fullness of the Holy Spirit is not a once and for all experience

(411) as is the new birth

(412) as is the moment of conversion

(413) but it is intended increasingly to be the habit and the joy and the experience of the life of a Christian

(414) something that changes the atmosphere in which the man lives

(415) something that somehow alters the whole condition of that man’s experience

(416) Now the third proposition I want to bring to you tonight is this

(417) that the fullness of the Holy Spirit is not for a favoured few

(418) but it is for everybody

(419) There’s a negative command in Ephesians five eighteen

(420) which says

(421) ‘Be not drunk with wine’

(422) Now that doesn’t present any difficulty

(423) There’s no problem about that

(424) That’s obvious

(425) I don’t imagine 

(426) any of us is going to quarrel with that statement

(427) ‘Be not drunk with wine’

(428) Alright then.

(429) But then the positive is just as binding 

(430) and just as important

(431) ‘Be filled with the Spirit’

(432) If it’s a sin 

(433) [[to get drunk]]

(434) It’s equally a sin

(435) [[not to be filled with the Holy Ghost]]

(436) God doesn’t issue commands 

(437) for you to criticize them

(438) or to admire them

(439) or to interest yourself in them

(440) He, he issues them

(441) that you might obey them

(442) He says

(443) ‘Don’t get drunk with wine’

(444) ‘Alright, Lord, I by thy grace I won’t do that’

(445) ‘Very well, then, get filled with the Spirit’

(446) The positive, the negative

(447) for the simple reason that fullness is not

(448) and I do want 

(449) this truth to get home to you

(450) It’s not for special occasions only

(451) It’s not for a few people

(452) But it’s for the whole life of every child of God

(453) If you had your Bibles open at Ephesians chapter five

(454) you will notice 

(455) that < < > Paul goes on

(456) to speak about what?

(457) after telling us to be filled with the Spirit>

(458) ‘submitting to one another in the fear of God’

(459) about the home life of a husband and a wife

(460) of a parent and a child

(461) Now none of us here would deny

(462) that we do need the power of the Spirit of God

(463) [for missionary service

(464) for Christian work

(465) for preaching

(466) for these kind of things]

(467) Of course we need his fullness for that

(468) but we need the fullness of the Spirit just as much for our daily walk 

(469) and our daily life

(470) Indeed there is nobody can be holy at home on any other terms than those of the fullness of the Spirit

(471) You cannot conduct a Christian home in a Christ-centred, God-ordered, God-patterned way

(472) except you know

(473) in your life what it is to be filled with the Holy Spirit

(474) Now that is something that too readily we forget

(475) We know

(476) that we need him

(477) to speak to other people about the Saviour

(478) and we need him

(479) to go into the ministry

(480) and to go to missionary service

(481) but you need the fullness of the Spirit 

(482) to be holy anywhere

(483) at any time

(484) in any place

(485) We need him

(486) to be all that God would have us to be in the home

(487) Now I don’t mean 

(488) to say

(489) that that’s going to make your home peculiar

(490) I don’t mean 

(491) to say

(492) it’s going to make it queer

(493) I just mean

(494) it’s going to make it normal

(495) the kind of Christian home that God intends you to have

(496) and if you’re going to live in that home

(497) and have the peace and the joy

(498) that … then you need his fullness there

(499) Tell me

(500) are you a busy person?

(501) a very busy person with many thronging duties?

(502) Are you?

(503) A person with many responsibilities

(504) and lots of things to do

(505) Are you a very, very busy person?

(506) Then if you are going to be kept from worry

(507) if you’re going to be kept from anxiety

(508) if you’re going to be kept from a clouded face

(509) if you’re going to be kept from offensive speech

(510) if you’re going to be kept from harsh talk

(511) and critical tongue

(512) and censorious judgement

(513) if you’re going to be kept from that which is utterly inconsistent with the life of a Christian in the common life

(514) if you’re going to be kept from bad manners, 

(515) lack of courtesy

(516) lack of being a gentleman or a lady

(517) then you need the fullness of the Holy Ghost

(518) The fuller your life is

(519) the more full you’ll need to be of God

(520) The busier you are

(521) the more you need to know his control and his fullness

(522) or if you don’t

(523) there will be some very serious inconsistencies in the common things of life

(524) and the witness of your daily walk will be so poor

(525) that your whole testimony will be ruined

(526) Now listen

(527) I want to pause a minute

(528) I don’t want to pass

(529) and let that just slip by

(530) You a busy person?

(531) I ask you again.

(532) Christian worker?

(533) Teaching?

(534) Got responsibilities?

(535) You been getting irritable, 

(536) sharp-tongued

(537) sharp-tempered?

(538) Have you just been ripping people apart

(539) Have you been ruining your testimony in the ordinary, common, daily things of life?

(540) Why?

(541) Because you haven’t got full of God

(542) That’s where a Christian goes wrong

(543) Oh, he can get through a crisis alright

(544) He can get through with lots of prayer a real crisis in his experience

(545) but just to be a holy man or woman of God continually 

(546) demands the constant refreshing of the fullness of God’s Spirit

(547) Have you been losing tone lately?

(548) Under pressure?

(549) Getting hot?

(550) Getting critical?

(551) Getting censorious?

(552) Getting snappy with other people

(553) just cutting them off sharp?

(554) That been you?

(555) Stop, my friend

(556) Wait a moment

(557) This message was not simply for some young person in the church for the first time

(558) It’s for you, Christian worker, who desperately need tonight

(559) to stand in your tracks

(560) and to wait 

(561) and to recognize

(562) that the whole of your testimony is being spoiled 

(563) [by inconsistencies in your daily walk]

(564) Oh, but on the other hand I suppose there are some people like this

(565) are you a person with lots of spare time?

(566) Nothing to do?

(567) Find it hard to believe

(568) but there may be some folks like that

(569) Plenty of leisure time

(570) Plenty of time to spare?

(571) Then my dear friend you need the fullness of the Holy Spirit

(572) or do you know what’ll happen to you?

(573) You will soon become full of self-indulgence

(574) full of self-pity 

(575) and full of wasted opportunity

(576) Whether you’re busy or idle

(577) Whether you’re pressed beyond endurance

(578) or whether you’ve got time on your hands

(579) you need the fullness of the Spirit of God in your life

(580) This is not for a few

(581) It’s for all Christians, all the time, everywhere

(582) One more proposition I bring to you

(583) It’s this

(584) The fullness of the Holy Spirit is not something 

(585) [[that is isolated from the Lord Jesus Christ]]

(586) You do not move on from an experience of the Saviour to an experience of the Spirit

(587) The Holy Spirit always works in relationship with the Lord Jesus

(588) He is the Spirit of Christ

(589) Romans eight nine

(590) ‘He proceedeth from the Father and from the Son’

(591) one Peter one eleven

(592) He < > brings us to obedience 

(593) [by the sprinkling of the blood of the Lord]

(594) <by the sanctification of the Spirit>

(595) one Peter one two

(596) He takes of the things of Christ 

(597) and reveals them to us

(598) John sixteen fourteen

(599) He strengthens us in the inner man

(600) that Christ may dwell in our hearts by faith

(601) Ephesians three sixteen 

(602) The great evidence of the fullness of the Spirit is

(603) [[that Jesus fills us with his presence 

(604) and with his power]]

(605) ‘I in my Father

(606) you in me

(607) and I in you’

(608) John fourteen twenty

(609) And the result is

(610) that life and lips don’t speak of an experience of the Holy Spirit

(611) but they speak of him

(612) What an amazing illustration that is of that

(613) that Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost [[ ]] what was the theme of it?

(614) [[filled with the Holy Ghost]]

(615) The risen Lord

(616) It centred around the Lord Jesus

(617) I recall some years ago at the English Keswick Convention 

(618) the moving of the Spirit of God one Thursday night there was so great 

(619) that after the meeting a lot of people gathered in prayer

(620) to seek for the fullness of the Holy Spirit

(621) Some were a bit scared 

(622) of what might happen

(623) Some thought

(624) ‘this is going to get very peculiar’

(625) and some thought

(626) ‘we’re going off at a tangent’

(627) Some were afraid of extremes and ecstasies 

(628) Instead of that there was just an awesome sense of the presence of God and the power of the Lord in the midst

(629) And the next morning < > 

(630) there’s a testimony meeting

(631) <as is the custom at Keswick>

(632) and in that testimony meeting one after another stood up

(633) and spoke 

(634) of the Lord Jesus as being their all and in all

(635) that they’d found their sufficiency in him

(636) the Holy Spirit had answered prayer

(637) and had filled them

(638) and he was glorifying the Lord Jesus

(639) Therefore the fullness of the Holy Spirit in life means

(640) that Christ is glorified in the life

(641) not our experience

(642) not some second work of grace 

(643) not of that [sic]

(644) no

(645) but the fullness of the Spirit means

(646) that the Lord is glorified

(647) for you see

(648) the fullness is in Christ himself 

(649) as Colossians two nine says

(650) ‘In him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily

(651) and ye are complete in him’

(652) The fullness of the Holy Spirit is not something apart from the Lord Jesus

(653) There then are my four propositions

(654) I just go over them 

(655) to give you the headings again

(656) because I want 

(657) you to be clear about it

(658) First, there is a fullness of the Holy Spirit offered to the Christian 

(659) [[which is not the same as the new birth]]

(660) Second, this fullness of the Holy Spirit is not a once and for all experience

(661) it is an increasing, an increasing habit of life

(662) Third, it is not for a favoured few

(663) but it is a command for every child of God

(664) and fourth, it is not something apart from the Lord Jesus

(665) I do not advance an experience from Christ to the Holy Spirit

(666) Now I have one thing to ask

(667) before I’m through

(668) How may I receive his fullness? 

(669) I want to be very careful 

(670) to avoid the pitfall

(671) of falling, falling into a pitfall of a trap [sic]

(672) [of tying the Holy Spirit to a formula]

(673) I’m reminded of the words of John three eight

(674) ‘The wind bloweth 

(675) where it listeth

(676) Thou canst not tell the sound thereof

(677) whither it cometh

(678) or whither it goeth

(679) So is everyone that is born of the Spirit’

(680) Nevertheless, nevertheless I would say this

(681) If you’ve a hungry heart tonight for the fullness of the Holy Spirit

(682) The first thing is

(683) you must ask 

(684) God to fill you

(685) ‘How much more shall your heavenly father give the Holy Spirit to them

(686) [[that ask him?]]’

(687) Luke eleven thirteen

(688) And behind that simple word ‘ask’ there is of necessity a deep desire

(689) a heart longing

(690) an utter dissatisfaction and shame with myself

(691) that implies

(692) that I’m willing to turn from anything in my life that would grieve the Spirit

(693) for he can only fill me

(694) if I am empty of all self-confidence

(695) It was with empty hands that I received the Lord at Calvary

(696) It’s with empty hands I must receive the fullness of his Spirit

(697) ‘Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness

(698) They shall be filled’

(699) says Matthew five six

(700) ‘If any man thirsts’

(701) says the Lord Jesus

(702) and that means desire, longing,

(703) ‘let him come’

(704) and that means emptiness

(705) because no man is going to come

(706) if he’s satisfied with himself

(707) ‘let him come unto me and drink’

(708) and that means faith

(709) ‘He that believeth, 

(710) out of him shall flow rivers’

(711) The first condition of fullness is

(712) Ask

(713) And the second condition of fullness surely is 

(714) Believe

(715) Jesus said so

(716) For our text in John seven goes on to say

(717) ‘This spake he of the Holy Spirit

(718) which they that believe on him should receive

(719) In other words there comes a moment in your life

(720) when you see the truth

(721) and you rest upon the word of God

(722) and you claim the promise

(723) [as being for yourself personally]

(724) Now my dear listener as I just tie the threads together

(725) I ask you this question

(726) Do you need the fullness of the Spirit of God in your life?

(727) Now?

(728) Do you?

(729) Then if you do

(730) will you ask him now 

(731) and will you believe now

(732) that God answers 

(733) for his Word cannot fail

(734) For faith will not stop at asking

(735) It will not stop 

(736) until it has received

(737) until it has rested

(738) until it has claimed

(739) and until it has entered in

(740) And remember

(741) that at the best we’re very leaky, leaky sort of vessels

(742) and we need to keep on asking 

(743) and keep on receiving

(744) for constant fullness depends upon constant faith

(745) and maintained obedience to the Word of God

(746) My friend, Jesus means you to be filled with all joy and peace in believing

(747) Romans fifteen thirteen

(748) He means you to be filled with the knowledge of his will 

(749) Colossians one nine

(750) He means you to be filled with the fruits of righteousness 

(751) Philippians one eleven

(752) He means you to be filled

(753) And oh, what wonderful words!

(754) to be filled with all the fullness of God

(755) Ephesians three nineteen

(756) And that can come tonight with deep emotion

(757) or with none at all 

(758) but the question is

(759) Are you full now?

(760) If not

(761) will you ask?

(762) Will you believe 

(763) the word that Jesus has spoken to you?

(764) Will you seek him?

(765) I just conclude

(766) by quoting these verses of a lovely hymn of A. B. Simpson’s from the Keswick book

(767) Listen to it

(768) ‘I clasp the hand of love divine

(769) I claim the gracious promise mine

(770) And add to his my countersign

(771) I take

(772) He undertakes

(773) I take salvation full and free

(774) Through him who gave his life for me

(775) He undertakes 

(776) my all to be 

(777) I take

(778) He undertakes 

(779) I take him as my holiness

(780) My spirit’s spotless heavenly dress

(781) I take the Lord my righteousness

(782) I take

(783) He undertakes

(784) I take the promised Holy Ghost

(785) I take the power of Pentecost

(786) To fill me to the uttermost

(787) I take

(788) He undertakes

(789) I simply take him at his word

(790) I praise him

(791) That my prayer is heard

(792) And claim my answer from the Lord

(793) I take

(794) He undertakes’

(795) Are you going to claim your birthright tonight?

(796) Are you?

(797) Let’s ask God about it.

(798) Shall we pray.

(799) When I speak tonight 

(800) some here who are sceptical, unbelieving, critical, hungry, empty, sinful, 

(801) and who long 

(802) [for all [[that God has for them in Christ]].]

(803) ‘Be being filled with the Spirit.  

(804) Tonight could be the night 

(805) when you claim your possession, 

(806) when you claim your birthright, 

(807) and when definitely you ask < > for the fullness of his life in you.  

(808) <and believe> 

(809) Will you ask him?  

(810) Right now.  

(811) ‘Jesus, fill now with thy Spirit 

(812) hearts that full surrender know 

(813) that the stream of living water through our inner man may flow.’  

(814) ‘I take the promised Holy Ghost.  

(815) I take the power of Pentecost 

(816) to fill me to the uttermost.  

(817) I take.  

(818) He undertakes.’
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