And Mr Chairman it’s a very great joy to be here in this meeting with you.  We have met before and it’s a great pleasure to renew that friendship.  Very happy too to be with Mr Eagles.  Like you I have a very great regard for him and very glad to be here … (indecipherable).
… say lots of preliminary things but we have come to the last twenty minutes of a glorious day and there is only one thing that really matters at this moment, one thing that concerns you, me, the chairman and everyone else on this platform.  If that is dealt with, this day will have been a glorious success.  If it is not then as far as you and I are concerned it will have failed, however wonderful it may have been.  Do you notice how the president said that when Jesus left this world he left only a handful of men and a few children?  How true! Do you notice how Mr Eagles went on to talk about Jesus’s love of the crowds?  And in your minds there must have leapt a contrast.  The contrast is easily understood if you remember that a few weeks after Jesus had left the few there was a crowd almost exactly the same number as there is on this terrace tonight, a crowd of just over three thousand.  And because something happened after he left the few, that great crowd came together and discovered something tremendous.  What had happened?  Men and women, what happened – well, you know the story.  You’ve heard speaker after speaker today giving you the story of Pentecost.  But do you remember how, how they were very confused when they tried to explain it?  They err said, some of them, they said, “You know, these men must be drunk.”  That was a very old, worn-out argument.  They said, “These folk must be intoxicated”.  And as a matter of fact people who have never experienced spiritual power very frequently do get confused when it’s in evidence.  Why, I remember, and you remember how when John Wesley was just winning this country for a new and a greater purpose, people looked at Wesley and said, “Man, you’re mad!”  And some said, “You’re a popish spy.”  More recently, when Billy Graham down in Haringay and at Glasgow was leading people into a new experience of peace and power, how many people I heard say, “Ah, it, it’s all a question of his fundamental emotionalism.  It’s all a matter of his organisation.  It’s all a matter of clever advertisement.”  They always fall back on some such thing.  Do you see that great crowd of people, about the number we have here tonight, surging into that first Christian church after Peter’s great sermon?  Look at the people in the eighteenth century as they give themselves, especially the miners in, in Cornwall and Durham, as they give themselves to the new evangelical way.  Watch the folk down in Harningay and Glasgow and you will know that every time lots of people have said, ‘Ha, ha, mad!’ and said all sorts of crude and critical things.  My dear friend, there is only one person who knows what happened, one person.  It’s the person to whom it happened.  And when it happened in the early days of the early church they said, ‘This is the Lord’s doings and it’s marvellous in our eyes.  This is the power of God that has come.  This is the fulfilment of the promise that Christ made’.  And the people who experienced it had no doubt about it.  Now tonight Mr Eagles has led us so wonderfully in thought to a very important place, and it leads me to ask this question:  they knew what had happened.  Do we?  Honestly, if I was to say to you ‘What is God doing now, at this moment’, not ‘What did he do two thousand years ago?’, not ‘What did he do when he started this great scheme of things?’ but ‘What is he doing here at this moment on this terrace?’, would you be able to answer that?  Do you know, I sometimes find people very vague about the whole thing.  I remember s… how, Carlisle, the younger folk’ll forgive me quoting Carlisle.  When I quote him in my own church, the young folk raise their eyebrows and they say, ‘Haah, poor old man, you know, still reading Carlisle.’  Well I do still read him and err and I get great good out of him.  Carlisle in one very petulant mood said this, he said:  “God, God, I, I, I could believe in him if he did something, but he does nothing, nothing.”  Men and women, if it were true that there was a God of the kind you’ve been hearing about today, a God of the kind Jesus talked about and he did nothing and was doing nothing here at this moment, I would be the biggest iconoclast that religion has ever had.  I would spend the rest of my time smashing the church to pieces, I would spend every bit of energy I’d got destroying this mockery called religion if it were true that God does nothing.  Fortunately I’m convinced that it’s not that he does nothing, it’s that he does almost everything.  And you know I can’t think of anything at this moment that he isn’t doing.  I honestly can’t think of anything that he isn’t doing.  Here at this moment.  There’s a very real sense in which he is here and if he wasn’t here we shouldn’t be.  You know how in the teaching of Jesus God is always at the centre and never on the circumference.  Jesus once put it in a very dramatic way.  He said, ‘My Father is working all the time and I am the outward expression of his work.”  And if you care to think that out, it comes to this:  that God is thinking in our thinking, breathing in our breathing, living in our living.  If he wasn’t here, we shouldn’t be.  He’s more here in a very real sense than you or I.  Well, how?  If that’s true, how can I become sure of that?  You know, if I’d got time to deal with this, as it were, theoretically, I’m sure I could … (? 8.17).  But at the same time let me put it this way:  when I was coming up from London to Brighton the other day, the train in which I was travelling had another one draw up alongside it.  And you know, the two trains were going along together for a time.  Have you noticed that when you’re sitting in a train and another one is going along with you, the people in the other train, they seem to be part of your train.  There they were, reading their newspapers and talking to each other and it looked as though they were part of my compartment.  Of course, they weren’t.  It looked as though they weren’t moving, but of course they were.  They weren’t moving in relation to me, but they were moving in relation to something else and if I wanted to see the way in which they were moving, if I’d got into another situation and looked on, I could’ve seen how they were going forward alongside all the time.  And there’s a very real sense in which it’s just because in our normal life God is going alongside us, in our thinking, in our feeling, all the time going as we are going, and sometimes having to go slow because we’re going slow.  Because of that we don’t see what he’s doing.  Now I’m hoping, I’m hoping, Mr. Chairman, that today, just because you’ve been here at Cliff and as it were you’ve stood out a little and looked at the things of God from a slightly different angle you will’ve become conscious that the God whom you’ve assumed was doing nothing because it seemed so routine, now you’re looking in a slightly different way at him.  You’re seeing how he is moving because quite honestly the one thing that ought to happen at this moment is that God should do something.  Not saying that you should do something.  I’m saying that God should.  Well look, you know how God is in everything, don’t you?  He’s in every little corner of his universe.  God has no favourites.  He’s no, he’s no lover of particular places.  God is on the other side of the Iron Curtain at this moment as much as he is here.  God is working in the cinema at this moment as much as he is here.  God is giving himself to the leaders of Russia as much as he’s giving himself to the Archbishop of Canterbury or the Pope.  God has no favourites.  God has never given himself to anybody or to any place that he wouldn’t give to everybody and in every place.  The difference is not that God is there and not there.  The difference is that in one place he can get through.  That’s why he can get through in the cinema, in, in the cathedral so much better than in the cinema, though I’ve found, I’ve seen many people find their way to God in a cinema.  Let me put it this way.  Here we are gathered in this lovely garden, and I’m remembering how, in my own little garden at Brighton there is one patch of land which will grow nothing, and there is another patch of land on which I can grow almost anything.  And do you know why?  Well, look, the air in Brighton is doing just what it’s doing here at this moment.  It’s around everything and it’s trying to give itself equally to everything.  You know how, something like errm, oh, you’re a principal of a college, it’s fifty pounds isn’t it to the square inch or something like that?  It’s giving itself – (you have to be so careful when these intellectual fellows are behind you [laughter’) – it’s giving itself with a tremendous pressure to everything all the time and it’s giving itself to that clod which is made of hard, solid rock, and it’s giving itself to that clod which is soft, porous earth, and notice, when it gives itself to the hard rock, the rock says, ‘We will have none of you.’  And it throws it back, refuses to have it, with the result that it’s infertile, unproductive, useless.  But when it gives itself to the soft, porous earth, the earth says, ‘We will receive you.’  And it does receive it with the result that it’s fertile and useful and productive, but my dear friends, the difference is not in the giving of the air.  The air is giving itself equally to that bit as it is to that bit.  And God is giving himself equally to every person here at this moment.  Some of you know it.  Even when I mention it, I can see some faces light up.  You know it’s true.  There are others who quite honestly look a little wistful and you’re saying to me, you’re saying, ‘Then why is it that some people seem to know him so, so vitally, so really, and others, like me, are so dimly aware of him?  Why?’  Well, without knowing you personally I’m not sure that I’ve got the complete answer, but I, I wonder if there’s a hint of it here.  You know, sir, we had to get up very early this morning to get to Cliff and sleeping in the room where I was a certain person who is in this crowd at the moment – they will forgive the illustration – but you know, when, at a very, very early hour of the morning while it’s still dark, someone knocks on the door, you should see certain people.  [laughter]  ‘Time to get up my dear.’  ‘Uh?’  A little later:  ‘It’s really time we were getting up.’  ‘Oh … is it really?  Well, well, perhaps we must.’  And then, a little later, when there’s been, been a wash and a real freshener, the person is as bright as a button and can understand everything you’re saying.  [laughter]  I needn’t say more.  Men and women, some people are asleep.  That’s why the book is always saying ‘Awake thou that sleepest.’  Some people are only half awake and with those God has a great difficulty in making himself understood.  But those who are spiritually awake, they hear! Those who walk in the light as he is in the light, they see.  The difference is not in what God is.  The difference is in whether we are of that kind, or of that kind, or another kind.  And so it really comes to this:  how can God, who wants to get through to us, give himself to you and to me?  I’m not saying ‘how can you give yourself to God?’  I don’t think you can.  I think you can let God give himself to you.  Have you noticed in the Bible that it’s always the shepherd after the sheep?  Not the sheep after the shepherd.  It’s the woman after the coin, not the coin after the woman.  It’s the old father at home longing for the boy that went away, long before the boy is awakened.  The emphasis is not on you finding God but on God finding you.  It says God wants you, God wants to give himself to you.  That’s the emphasis of the New Testament and the whole question is ‘how can you let God, who is here, in on you now?’  Well, I do know the answer.  I wonder if I could put it this way:  [Pause:  ‘Oh, you know, I’m in real clover (?:15:57) tonight.  My watch says seven o’clock.  Is it right?  [Answer:  That’s right.]  Ooh, well, look I’m so glad because I’ve, I’ve got plenty of time, and I thought I hadn’t.[laughter]]  I, I wonder if you Bible students have noticed this, that among the many key words in the Bible, there is a master key?  With this, you can open almost any of it.  Without it, you’ll be lost again and again.  It’s the simple word ‘gift’.  Gift.  All through the book it is saying God wants to give you something.  It may be the gift of life, the gift of faith, the gift of hope, the gift of himself, or it may be as it was at Pentecost, the gift of the Holy Spirit.  But it’s always a gift.  The gift of God is the theme of the whole Bible.  And when you’ve been through this book with a pencil in your hand underlining the word gift, do you know what you’ll be doing?  You’ll put it on one side and you’ll say ‘If that’s what God wants to do, now how can God give me anything, give it me so I know I’ve got it?’  He can, at this moment.  He wants to.  How?  Look, supposing I wanted to give you something.  To take a human illustration, as far as I can see I could give you something in one of two ways.  I could give you a book, something you could handle and touch and feel, something that would appeal to your senses, and you would say, ‘of course, I, I’ve got a gift.’  Well, obviously God doesn’t give that way – not something you can handle and touch and see.  But I could give you something that you couldn’t handle and touch and see, and yet you’d know you’d got it.  And I don’t merely mean something that depends on your emotion or even something that depends on your thinking.  Deeper than that.  I don’t merely mean the sort of things you say to we men (18:90) in such lovely ways, you say, as you grip our hands after a service, ‘Thank you, you gave me new hope’ or ‘you gave me new courage’ or ‘you gave me new life’.  All things which you couldn’t see but you’d felt.  No, I mean something much deeper than that.  I mean something like this:  supposing, supposing I took a piece of paper and there were just you and I – indeed, I wish at this moment there was, just you and I – and I wrote on it ‘Please pay five pounds, and then – err, don’t get excited, I’m not going to [laughter- - please pay five pounds and then I sign my name and I give you that piece of paper.  Now, have I given you five pounds?  No.  I’ve given you a scrap of paper with my name on, that’s all.  You could laugh at it.  You could treat it as a joke.  You could say ‘The man’s simply pulling my leg’.  You could screw it up, and, and throw it away, err, with apologies to you and the people who’ve got to clear up afterwards [laughter].  You, you could, you could err treat it as a sheer joke.  But supposing, supposing you took it seriously and you said, ‘Dr Newman says, “That’s five pounds”  Now I don’t think he’s a man that tells lies.  I don’t think he’s a man that plays mean jokes.  I don’t think he would treat a serious thing like this in a flippant way.  He says “It’s five pounds.”  Right, I’ll work on the assumption that he’s genuine.  I, I will put it to the ass… I will put it to the test that here is a, a genuine man.’  You wouldn’t have five pounds until you were prepared to work on the assumption that the moment you put it to work, the moment you believed in me to the extent of making it work, at that moment you’d find you had.  When you went to the bank manager, you know what he’d say?  He’d say “Oh, yes we, we’ll honour this cheque.  This name is on our honoured list.  It’s an honourable name”.  That’s the kind of language he uses.  I haven’t given you five pounds.  I’ve, I’ve given you my assurance that if you would work on the assumption that you had got it, you would have it.  And men and women, the more I read this book and I’ve been living it and loving it now for the last quarter of a century, I, I realize that, that the, the New Testament particularly is very much like a blank cheque undersigned by the greatest name ever given, the name of Jesus Christ:  the man who never told a lie, the man who never played cheap jokes, the man who meant what he says [sic] and he said:  “If you will go to the bank of experience, working on the assumption that the thing you asked from God in my name is yours, you will find that it is yours.  And you won’t find it so until you put it to work.  Supposing tonight you were just to say to yourself, ‘Ah, yes, I made a big decision for God today and then you did nothing about it:  it would mean very little more than if you hadn’t made that decision.  I’m a little frightened of people who make decisions and do nothing.  It’s only the folk who say “This thing is real” when I do something with it.  Oh, let me, if I may, let me tell you this lovely thing in the hope that it leads you to go and do the same.  And with this I think I’m going to, going to leave it.  Only last Sunday week after a service in the Dome in Brighton - and d’you know I feel about this company tonight very much like I feel about my own congregation on a Sunday night – in a few minutes you are getting up and going to your varied homes in all sorts of places.  Every Sunday when I look at that congregation I know that before the next Sunday two and a half of them, two and a half of them on the average are going to be in the next world  Do you know, and this is no exaggeration, that at least three of you, on the law of averages, on the law of averages three of you in this crowd is going to be in heaven before next week [sic] at this time?  If you were standing here in my place, wouldn’t you feel that was a terrific responsibility?  Exactly how I feel every Sunday night when I look at my folk, I feel at you now [sic].  And look, I told people that, it was only about ten days ago and in response to the invitation that I gave a number of lovely young folk came.  Some of them were coloured folk, as, as one of your officers today, “sun-kissed people from other lands”.  What a lovely phrase.  Some were yellow and some were, some were white and all colours.  There they were.  And among them here’s just two:  one lovely girl, Indian by nation, she said to me this, she said “You know, sir, I’ve got such, such a disquiet in my mind I don’t know what to do.”  She was so mentally disturbed and … (?23:40) she couldn’t get peace of mind to use her phrase.  “I don’t know where to get peace.”  Do you know what I said to her?  I said, “My dear, I know somebody who said this:  ‘My peace I give unto you’”.  It’s a gift.  And then I explained to her the simple technique whereby she could receive the gift, a technique which anyone could understand and I would be very glad to share it with anyone here tonight to whom religion [?:  23:57] is unreal, quite confident that it could become real to you.  I, I, I showed her the simple techniques of receiving the gift.  She knelt down.  And while she was praying I put my hand on her head and I said:  “Jesus is giving his peace now.  Affirm it.  Believe it.  Accept it.  Not merely with your mind, not merely with your heart.  It’s nothing to do with what you feel and it’s nothing to do with what you think.  It’s everything to do with what he said.  He said it.  Therefore affirm it.  Work on the assumption that no matter what you are, he at least is genuine.”  And, and when she got up, you know, she looked at me and said she’d got a lovely new peace she’d not known before.  And you say “Yes, for how long?”  I know.  You see, I work in the psychological t… err, clinic at least once a week and have done for the last fifteen years.  I know the kind of problems that come in your mind.  You say, “She would, she would’ve said, ‘What about two hours from now?’”  I know.  Two hours, it begins to come back, you get the old trouble.  Listen:  if the moment it begins to return she would reaffirm, if she would say “But I can’t be disquieted because he said his peace was mine.  It’s mine no matter what’s on the surface there’s that deep under-current of calm”.  Let her go on and affirm that for a dozen times every time the dispeace [sic] returns and she will be building up a positive attitude to peace.  She will be opening up a channel down which the grace and the, the gift of God can come continuously.  Now that’s what I mean when I say you can do something to let God in.  

Here’s a young man in the same group.  I daren’t tell you, I honestly daren’t tell you what he told me because he said “You know sir I’m very weak and I give way.”  He’s a school teacher a … boy (?26:04) and he’d been doing things that involved, involved boys and they would’ve involved the law if the police had known about it.  So I refrain from telling you sufficient to say that this man was, was longing for strength and power to be what he ought to be.  And I say to him the same thing:  “I know somebody, I know somebody who says ‘I have the gift of power and you can have it.  Receive ye power:  ‘You shall receive power when, when the Holy Spirit has come”, when you learn the simple techniques of receiving the gifts of God.  And there were knelt down in that little room and he too made the same great affirmation.  Oh I know because for years he’s been working unfortunately there will be a lot of return problems but if every time he comes back he will make the reaffirmation he will say to himself, “I am not weak.  He gave me his power.  I can do all things in Christ.”  In Christ.  Do you know what that means?  It means you … a lot today [26:55].  I’ve heard it in address after address.  “In Christ.”  Are you in Christ?  If you are, I don’t know what it means.  The Bible uses the phrase a lot.  And do you know what it means?  It really means “Christ in you”.  Just as when you say you are in love, you really mean love is in you.  Or to use a very crude illustration:  when you say a man is in drink you mean that drink is in him.  And when this book talks about being in Christ it means you have allowed Christ, you have received the gift of Christ ‘in you’.  And so I said to this young boy, and he made the same affirmation, and already after ten days a wonderful thing is beginning to happen and I know that every victory will help him the next victory to win just as previously every defeat defeated him now he is making his life an open way whereby the power and grace of God can come in.  
My time has gone.  Are you going to leave, leave here tonight a deeply satisfied man or woman, or are you going to leave saying “They’ve been talking about something I want.  I see others have got it and found it and it, it’s giving them victory and power and peace but it’s never come to me.”  My dear friend, I want to invite you tonight not to do anything so foolish as to take the risk of going away from here without making this your own.  This is what Whitsun was for, that we might know how the gift was given.  This is what Christ came for, that he might teach us the gift of God.  Have you received it?  If not, as Wesley himself said, “I offer it.”  He offered men Christ.  I offer you the gifts of God.  You can make them your own this night in such a way that there’s a most real thing you know [?:  29:07].  Do you want to?  Forgive me:  is there anybody here who has never had this first hand experience of receiving the gift?  Anybody who’s never had that first-hand experience and would really like to?  Just give me a little indication would you, if there’s anybody like that.  What you do about it afterwards I, I leave to you.  That’s … is there anyone here?  Am I to assume that you all received this wonderful experience of the gift of God, or is there someone?  You all got that gift?  My! It would be wonderful if it’s, if it’s true or are you just shy?  When that first church of three thousand people the size of this err con … this audience tonight, when they received on that first Pentecost, there started a great new spiritual movement that is still going on, which swept through the world.  If it were true that every one of us here has received this gift of the power of the Spirit of God, then England’s going to know about it tomorrow.  You won’t keep it to yourself.  This would be the beginning of a great renaissance, a great spiritual revival, if it were true.  If it isn’t true, don’t let you be the one who keeps it back.  Don’t miss it for yourself.  Don’t miss it for the world.  As I was saying earlier in the day, there is only one hope for this civilization and it’s a revival of real religion which begins in people like you and me receiving the gift and then becoming the transmitters of it to others.
Now I don’t know how you’re feeling but I’m going to suggest a very simple thing.  I’m going to suggest that we remain seated and sing in the hymn one hundred and nine and that anyone who has not received the gift, either the gift of Christ or the gift of the Holy Spirit, that while we are singing you stand in one of the verses or more and sing it.  Let that standing be the sign that tonight you really say to God “Yes”.  You will know what to put into that, that symbol of standing.  Let’s turn to number one hundred and nine and we’ll sing it with prayer in our hearts.  Those of you who have experienced the gift will pray that others may have the joy of discovering and as we sing you stand if you would like the experience.  I’ll tell you in a couple of words even at the end how it can be yours.  “When I survey the wondrous cross.”
[They sing 3 verses of the hymn.]

I thought that we hesitated a little when we came to that verse and I’m not surprised.  Anyone who could look at the cross of Christ without seeing in it the supreme appeal I should pity with all my heart.  I’m so glad you hesitated.  That verse can only be sung with the heart and not merely with the voice.
But now we come to the last verse and there are some friends who are standing.  I want to invite others to share with this company the great secret that we’re going to give them, an open secret, an open secret for all who want.  But if you, if you feel you haven’t had the experience and you also feel “I mustn’t stand up”, then may I ask you not to sing this verse?  I love to be honest with this great question with God.  You see “Were the whole realm of nature mine”.  You say in the verse “I’d give him everything, the whole of this round, rolling rumbling universe.  I’d, I’d hand it all over to God if it was mine.”  And just because you haven’t got the universe you give him nothing.  No, no.  We can’t do that.  Let’s be so honest.  If you mean nothing, then don’t sing.  But if you mean you’re going to respond to accept the gift that he offers and allow him to work his work through you, then with this great challenge let’s rise and join those who are already signifying their intention.  “Were the whole realm of nature mine.”  I give myself to Thee.  
[They sing the final verse.]

I rather fear that I confused some friends then.  I wasn’t quite sure if you knew all that I had meant.  So may I ask those who stood and those who would like to have stood, but everyone standing of course made it impossible, may I ask you to find your way down this aisle into the library.  We’ll be there in just two minutes and in a very few minutes the great secret will be yours.  Do come, those of you who stood and those of you who would like to have done, come and join us in the library afterwards.  Now let us pray.
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