Questionnaire 2.3. answers to open questions
	subj
	Do you think independent learning skills, as marked by the language adviser, should count towards your first year marks at all? Please explain:
	Do you think portfolio work should be offered for first year students in the future? Please explain:
	If so, can you suggest any improvements?
	students additional comments, if any

	1
	no - they are a good way of easing students into a new way of working but shouldn't be assessed
	yes - Encourages use of the Language Centre
	More time to complete work,deadlines not to coincide with other deadlines
	

	2
	yes - It shows how organised you are as a language learner and enables you to recognise your strengths and weakness in the language. 
	yes - It gives a selection of opportunities to students in order to improve their language skills in all areas (ie, written,oral, etc.)
	None
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	yes - it's a way to assess improvements or downfalls in language
	yes
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	yes - It's a good idea to be assessed on work other than exams.
	yes - It allows students to become familiar with the lang. library + resources + highers the overall marks of those who are not confident in exams
	Tutors should not give students homework when the projects are due in, as it is impossible to meet all the deadlines especially when you do two other subjects like myself.
	

	7
	yes - it gives people a chance to show their skills + what their capable of rather than all the marks on performance of exams.
	yes - I think either portfolio work is a good idea as it gives people a chance to practice with all the skills although I don't know if it improves these skills.
	To try + think of different portfolio projects if at all possible
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	yes  - All skills are part of successful language learning
	yes - It encourages independent learning - enabling you to focus on your weaker elements - Also good practice for the diseta ? (illegible)
	
	

	10
	yes - it is some kind of an incentive/motivation
	yes - gives interest/introduces lang. learning centre
	
	(regarding project journals question 7)

 good idea  gives more structured work

(regarding individual sessions with the language adviser question 8)

good to discuss errors

	11
	yes
	yes
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	

	13
	yes - Because it takes up a lot of time in first year.
	yes - It was good to be in charge of my own learning
	
	

	14
	yes - Linguists don't stop learning after leaving uni. and the most important part of the degree is the year abroad where INDEPENDENT learning skills are vital: these skills should be learnt/developed early on.
	yes - I think the portfolios are a good idea, but the timescale needs modifying and they need to become a more integral part of the language lessons. I like most of my fellow students produced  the work at last minute. I, personally, was concerned that this was the main chance to practice written German. Apart from the first semester project, I produced no other "essay-work" - I feel this is the best way to improve written accuracy and learn grammar - "learn from one's mistakes!"
	
	

	15
	no - don't think that learning skills is really something you can be marked on - it's just whatever works for you.
	no - Shouldn't be offered, cos is not really all that helpful - ends up being a rush job which is seen as less important than other work.
	Having optional portfolio work, so that people have opportunity to practice things they are bad at. Maybe offer option of having portfolio work assessed, or having exam work count for more - may be taken more seriously then, and be more useful. 
	

	16
	yes - Future students will take it more seriously if assessed.
	yes - It did help me a lot and through analyzing [sic!] my mistakes, I have been able to correct them.
	Give more warning of project deadlines.
	

	17
	no
	yes - it is good to work on your weaknesses, however being marked on those as part of the overall mark can be soul destroying and lead to avoiding work involving those skills. Surely it is better to encourage working on them without penalising for them.
	see above
	

	18
	no - Because people have different ways of learning at different paces & it's not fair to penalise people if they work slower.
	yes - They help learning & coursework takes some of the pressure of exams.
	
	

	19
	yes - It will show what you have learnt over the year and it may also improve your mark.
	yes - It will give them the opportunity to improve there [sic!] language skills because two language lessons a week does not cover all aspects of a language.
	Have an overall task that includes all aspects of the language, this will establish the individuals [sic!] weak points. This will then help determine what the individual needs to practice within the language. This will help in choosing further portfolio projects.
	

	20
	no - It depends on the individual; some don't seem motivated it doesn't seem important as proper essays
	yes - help students learn better strategies
	
	

	21
	yes
	yes
	
	

	22
	yes - I feel more relaxed doing my own work and can concentrate more than I could in an exam
	yes - Yes as it helps take the pressure off them during exam & it counts to the final marks.
	Not as far as the portfolio is concerned though I would prefer a form of continuous assessment in the language module. 
	

	23
	
	
	
	

	24
	
	
	
	

	25
	
	
	
	

	26
	yes - Yes, skills should be marked because some students perform better when they work to their own ability + skills
	yes - portfolio work is a good way to strengthen weaknesses of learning a language, e.g. listening, [...] (illegible) skills.
	
	

	27
	yes - improve certain skills - listening e.g. 
	yes - Learn new things - easier for people to pass
	Keep the language library open!!!
	

	28
	
	
	
	

	29
	yes -  It's the only real way to judge people's progress.
	yes
	More access to language lab facilities
	(regarding individual session with the language adviser question 8)

Practice speaking with natural speaker

	30
	
	
	
	

	31
	no - Work for yourself, more than anything else.
	yes - Chance is there with Portfolio to practice certain things, listening ex.
	Less words in the essay topics!!!
	

	32
	no - it's quite difficult to put on paper learning processes that have occurred.
	yes - Even if it is not included in the marks, it's still good that 1st ys are given the opportunity to learn.
	
	

	33
	yes - It is v. important to feel able to learn on your own. That marks count for it makes this necessary.
	yes - It is a very good way of approaching/using the different media in German.
	The necessity, through marks or shared projects, to spend more time with native speakers (best way to learn?).
	

	34
	
	
	
	

	35
	 
	yes - It allows students to do activities for which there usually isn't time in the language class, but which are very useful.
	
	

	36
	yes - If independent learning was assessed, more concentration & effort would go into improving these.
	yes - encourages branching out into other areas of German than in lang. classes.
	More advice, for sources eg websites for Internet project, or films for Film project
	

	37
	yes - Maybe take the highest go the four marks/or the average so have to work hard + complete all tasks.
	yes - Helps students to work at something they find difficul (reading, listening, writing) and try and find the best learning strategy for them.
	- students should be advised to complete different Portfolio tasks instead of just doing the same one.
	

	38
	
	
	
	

	39
	
	
	only if they are given enough time to complete the work by getting less homework for language classes.
	

	40
	
	yes - It helped me become used to doing independent work, which proved to be very helpful.
	Larger gaps between deadline dates.
	

	41
	
	
	
	

	42
	
	yes - It may be useful for some students, because they will have to think about how they learn the language.
	
	

	43
	
	
	
	

	44
	
	no - Too much work compared to other languages.
	
	

	45
	
	
	
	

	46
	
	yes - Because I improved m grammar and vocabulary
	
	

	47
	no - These should only be assessed in the following years and be allowed to develop.
	yes - As it improves the knowledge of the language and the skills to learn it.
	
	

	48
	
	
	
	

	49
	
	
	
	

	50
	yes - because the effort put in is rewarding
	
	
	

	51
	
	
	
	

	52
	yes - it helps spread out the mark & ... the pressure of exams
	yes - because it could be valuable to other learners.
	
	

	53
	
	
	
	

	54
	yes - this will make people put more effort in, which then improves their learning.
	yes - Definitely! They improve all sorts of ways of using german [sic!]. Readin [sic!], listening, writing etc.
	Not really. Just keep the wide variety of projects.
	

	55
	
	
	
	

	56
	no, there's a lot of pressure anyway, without adding more.
	yes - they are interesting, worthwhile and a good way to improve your German.
	None!
	

	57
	no - I think that the mark should be according to the quality of the work
	yes - It is definitely a good way of learning new vocab, using research techniques + improving grammer [sic!], by going through marked portfolios.
	I don't understand the point of the project journal - I don't feel it's needed.
	

	58
	
	
	
	

	59
	
	Perhaps only two or three should be offered because it can be hard to get everything done.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


