Subject C
I 1:
ok. Now I’ve got all your things together. Alright. Now, do you remember the portfolio project in the first year?

C 1:
yes it’s difficult to remember exactly what we did but I do remember there was like a, a reading project, there was a writing project and TV project

I 2:
yes lot of film, news, that sort of thing

C 2: 
yes I do I remember

I 3:
ok so you did the projects, individual projects which you could choose yourself, yeah?

C 3:
yeah.

I 4:
then there where the project journals, do you remember them? You know the, where you had to write why you chose the project, what you wanted to achieve doing the project and then the activities, date, time, what you did, how successful in the end just evaluate the whole project, do you remember that? Project journals we call them yeah?

C 4:
yeah

I 5:
ok. The advisory sessions, you came to see me one to one after each project, I think, and the questionnaires, which where mainly for data collection but (indecipherable) also help you raise reflectivity 

C 5:
yeah

I 6:
ok now, can you just briefly outline what you think the aim of the portfolio project was

C 6:
I think it was to concentrate on our different skills so we could see what we need to improve on so for example I remember there was a “Freies Schreiben” and so that was really good because it gave us the opportunity to see how good we were at that and also well, it was just to test our abilities in different areas I think

I 7:
to test your abilities yeah yeah but more for yourself
C 7:
yeah so [we (.)      knew where we stood

I 8:
             [feedback really


exactly, so that was one thing to help you realise where you stand (indecipherable) also it I tried to help you organise yourself as a learner to basically do what teachers usually do, to know what your weaknesses are what your strengths are and then to develop a strategy or a plan to to work on your weaknesses and evaluate yourself yeah basically all the things that a teacher does but of course a teacher does it for everybody and what I wanted to do is help you do it for yourself so when you leave university you can continue your language learning and that was one of the aims to get you to help you become more independent yeah so that’s what we call learner development and the other one is of course was to improve proficiency simply to get our students to work more in a way to work more for German ok now you’ve been in Germany during your year abroad

C 8:
yeah

I 9:
for the whole year

C 9:
yeah

I 10:
how did you actually approach your language learning in Germany what did you

C 10:
well I I always bought a newspaper everyday I bought a newspaper and I had a lot of free time I didn’t know many people in my area to begin with so everyday I would sit with my dictionary if there were any words I didn’t understand I’d look them up and I’d write them down so I kept a vocab book throughout the year and and occasionally I’d look back and try and test myself 

I 11:
how did you do that

C 11:
I would just cover [the (indecipherable) and wonder if I can remember that 

I 12:


      [ah right the vocab


C 12:
or sometimes the word would come up you know in everyday life and I would say ah that’s in my book I should know that so I’d test myself in that way I enrolled at the local library as well so I got some books I found it hard to find the time to read the books because when I started doing my year abroad essay I didn’t have much time for leisure, reading, other, I I did read a lot of German and I had a TV as well so I am I would watch TV every day

I 13:
you did quite a lot you said you didn’t have to much contact with people what was the problem

C 13:
well in the school loads of the teachers yeah I did have contact with the teachers that was ok but outside of school I only knew a couple of people I know and they were students too and they were busy so we only got together at weekends really so during the week it was more independent work 

I 14:
but you worked in school all day or until [two or whenever the schools finish

C 14:




                  [yeah yeah


I 15:
ok did you st’ did you learn at school or do you have the feeling you improved your German in school 

C 15:
yeah well the teachers all spoke to me in English and would speak to them in German sometimes and hoped they would reply in German and sometimes they did but as soon as we were in the classroom it was all English yeah but I mean th’ they were helpful they invited me to their houses and you know for for meals and we went to the theatre as a group so we all spoke German together so that was nice yeah they were helpful

I 16:
ok so and of course you and you work you want to go home

C 16:
exactly

I 17:
ok right now in your second year did you continue your independent language learning or or where you just too busy with your assignments  

C 17:
well I’ve al’ I’ve always done independent learning because I don’t feel that it’s enough to come to the lectures and do the homework and write the essays I think because language is an an active thing you must keep going you you gotta push yourself I think I always get some German books from the library and try to read them in my free time and and I occasionally watch TV in the language lab what ‘s it called [the library downstairs yeah yeah it’s I I I  did in the 

I 18:                                                          [yeah library

C 18:
second year I mean I always do because I feel that if you don’t (.) the language will

I 19:
yeah no it’s a very good point I mean the point you make that it’s not enough just to attend lectures and that’s you as a learner you have to develop your German as opposed to just do what they tell you to do and you’ve done that before you came to university as well I suppose

C 19:
yeah I’ve always been eager to learn the language since [I was about twelve 

I 20:







      [oh, very good

C 20:
really and I yeah I thou’ I try to do as much as I can because I want to use German in my career and there’s a lot to learn and I don’t think that it’s enough you know to go to a few language lessons a week you need to keep on learning vocab and phrases 

I 21:
do you study other languages

C 21:
no, just German

I 22:
German and law or

C 22:
no single honours German

I 23:
single honours German right now looking back to the first year to the portfolio project what do you think about filling in the project journal did that help you at all or

C 23:
(.) I don’t know really you had to write in what you do as you went along is that right

I 24:
yeah

C 24:
yeah, uhm it did it did not immensily I think it helped to look back and see how I organised myself and (.) not not not a great deal but [it helps a little

I 25:







          [
I mean

 when you say you’ve always done independent learning before then maybe it  was just not necessary for you because of course it it’s meant to help students organise their learning when they don’t know where to start when you’ve always done it and maybe you just didn’t need it and some of the really good students say well I’d rather get on with the work rather than say what I do or what I did [or want to do so

C 25:
                 [that’s what I thought

I 26:
so that’s what you thought (indecipherable)

C 26:
yeah but I understand it can help people but it wasn’t it wasn’t that great for me (laugh)

I 27:
right and the advisory sessions

C 27:
they were they were excellent yeah did we speak German we did didn’t we

I 28:
we did it was your chance to 

C 28:
yeah I think it was it was great to have a one to one and tha’ that’s what I miss about this year because we just don’t we don’t get that any more and you gave us the opportunity to talk and listen to us and I thought that was really good

I 29: 
so was that rather the fact that we spoke German

C 29:
well yeah the fact that we spoke German but also the fact that you would help us to go through our work and perhaps what we could improve on like a second opinion it was yeah I I thought it was a very good idea

I 30:
Alright I mean it is a bit like postgraduate studies in a way so you have face to face supervisions if I were French and I didn’t speak a word of German would you have thought it helped

C 30:
uhh

I 31:
(laugh) because that’s what language advisers do as well

C 31:
well yes but not as much

I 32:
we we obviously couldn’t have talked about your French texts, we couldn’t have used French so it would have all been about the learning diaries and how you approached things and that aspect did you find it useful or is it more the language side

C 32:
no I do I do find it useful I think it it was good to to talk about how we were progressing but I think something that we’ve not had really is a one to one session with anybody in the you know in the whole course in four years so that was for me that was important

I 33:
right and the independent learning element the fact that you could instead of set class’ coursework or homework you could choose what you wanted to focus on, choose the topics what do you think about that

C 33:
I thought that was a very good idea I remember I think I wrote a kind of diary I can’t I can’t remember what it was about but I think I (wrote) like a diary of somebody and it just allows you to be inventive with the language and and do things you would never normally do in the classroom

I 34:
did that help motivate you (indecipherable)

C 34:
yeah, absolutely, yeah

I 35:
I mean not in your case but do you think that cheating as well is a danger

C 35:
Possibly

I 36:
I sometimes get really good work (laugh) which looks like great A-level work 

C 36:
oh god

I 37:
I mean it it is of course difficult to assess something that so open because it’s hard work for me to find out who’s cheating and who’s not where students get things from

C 37:
I think it’s=

I 38:
it didn’t appear to you or to anybody you know to just say oh well great I can get a mark I’ve got an essay marked

C 38:
no no to me to me it was more about cause I enjoy you know if I don’t know a word I enjoy finding out what it is and for me it was it was a good opportunity to express myself in a different way you know use colloquial language or just use a different kind of language than we normally use you know it didn’t occur to me to cheat (laugh)

I 39:
(laugh) and of course it’s about the people I guess who (indecipherable) because you can of course always write whatever you want you can ok now summarising your questionnaire answers you did seem to think that doing the project helped you develop as a learner and also develop your language skills you also seem to recognise the importance of learning skills and say they are important or very important and you will continue in the future your independent learning you say yet in your latest questionnaire you said that advisory sessions should focus on language alone not on the learning processes why is

C 39:
I think maybe that’s just the way I feel now in the fourth year because we don’t have any contact with the language adviser and I do feel that we need o’ we need contact with somebody like you or 

I 40:
I mean I’m I’m the language adviser it’s just that nobody ever comes

C 40:
oh

I 41:
if I don’t force them into it, it’s very interesting I always say this is the first year and then please come back whenever you

C 41:
and nobody does (laugh)

I 42:
(laugh) nobody ever does it’s like don’t (indecipherable) you know but I’m well now now I do lots of other things but officially I’m paid as language adviser I just don’t advertise it any more because I don’t have time to (indecipherable) so yeah no your welcome to come show me your work and ok now I think we mentioned that before that because you’re quite an independent learner maybe you just didn’t want to talk too much about the processes and focus on the language instead can we say that

C 42:
yeah I thin’ I think so I think in the in the first year it was important to establish you know my weaknesses and strengths but now I feel that I’ve done it for so long now I just want to focus on the language really

I 43:
right in the first year you said it is important how could we teach language course uh learning processes (indecipherable) improve students learning

C 43:
you mean apart from the portfolio or

I 44:
well is portfolio the best way or would it be another well another possibility that they do at many universities is that they just gather students again in a big class and then teach them study skills 

C 44:
oh no portfolio I think would be is the best way because it’s independent and I found it to be the best way=

I 45:
it’s individual is that what you mean the individual attention cause otherwise you end up with mass (indecipherable) again I don’t know I think that’s the main difference between the two ok your (indecipherable)

C 45:
it’s ok

I 46:
sorry your German studies at school did you enjoy it or did you find it difficult

C 46:
I really enjoyed it I’ve al’ I’ve always enjoyed it really I think the teachers made it interesting they made it fun and we had sma’ quite small classes as well there was only about five of us in the A-level class so that was that was good

I 47:
Alright so and why did you choose German instead of French or

C 47:
I just I li’ I like the language I’ve always liked the language and before I chose the language I’d heard it was a beautiful country and then French just didn’t appeal to me at the time I don’ I can’t really explain it but it just didn’t I thought well my my brother and sister they did French at school and so when it was my turn I thought I’ll be different I’ll do German so that was another thing but I enjoyed it the minute I started it so I carried on

I 48:
ok and what do you usually do to motivate yourself when things get tough when there are deadlines looming or 

C 48:
(.) well I have a few German friends that you know I can call (laugh) or write to to try and motivate myself but (.) I don’t know really if there’s a deadline then I know I have to meet it (laugh) I don’t know

I 49: 
and that’s a the the question is you’re obviously a very good student and yeah that’s why I chose you you’re one of the rather good students and it’s interesting when I ask the good students what do you do they never know and (laugh) all we know is if we knew the difference then we could help the others (laugh) but it seems to be impossible to pinpoint the reason

C 49: 
I think if you if you want it I thi’ I think it’s hard to motivate people if they if they can’t mo’ motivate themselves then it’s hard

I 50:
it is it’s impossible if you can’t motivate yourself then (indecipherable) the teacher does 

C 50:
but I think these people have come to university they must they must enjoy 

I 51:
they are they are motivated we’re very lucky compared to school teachers very lucky

C 51: 
so I think they a’ everybody is motivated in some way maybe some more than others but it’s it’s hard to teach them how to be more motivated because if they’re not then

I 52:
not teach them but of course we try to find what we have to do to get them all in and ok and do you sometimes consciously think about language learning or do you just do it

C 52:
I think I just do it really I found that when I was in Germany and I was watching a lot of TV if I when I thought about it too much it would be too difficult you know you need to get past the stage of when you hear a word you don’t understand you gotta look past it and carry on and pick out what you can I just think (.) what was the question

I 53:
I mean do you consciously think about language learning well if you do that if you say well I have to get past that stage then basically you do think about language learning don’t you in a way you do say oh it doesn’t help me to find out what this work means because I’d rather

C 53:
because I’ve I’ve learned that in the past that it doesn’t help because if you stop to think about one word then you’re missing the rest yeah so yeah yes I do

I 54:
so maybe it’s not conscious (at all) but you do it anyway

C 54:
and the same with reading because we read all the time and then there’s a word or phrase I don’t understand I don’t stop all the time and look it up now I just keep going because I know that it doesn’t work for me to keep stopping so maybe yeah you’re right, yes I do

I 55:
well yeah maybe it is automatic (indecipherable) ok ok that’s it basically that’s all I wanted to know thank you very much. 
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