Questionnaire 3.4. Year 3: Answers to open questions

	Case no.
	New case no.
	1. Through participation in the portfolio project, do you think you have become more conscious of your language learning process? (E.g. do you sometimes think what kind of language learner you are or whether a learning approach is efficient etc.?)

Comments:
	2. Do you still use strategies you have learned doing the portfolio project to develop your language independently of the teacher? ( E.g. do you consciously summarise films –even in your head- to check your understanding or approach a native speaker with a specific language learning objective in mind etc.?)

Comments:
	3. Do you think participation in the portfolio project has helped you take the full advantage of the language resources surrounding you during the year abroad?

Comments:
	4. Did you continue in your second year to do one or more of the leaning activities you encountered during the portfolio project? (E.g. watching the German news regularly or exchanging emails with a native speaker etc.)

Comments:
	5. Through participation in the portfolio project, do you think you will be more able to continue your language learning after leaving university even if you have no chance of taking formal lessons?

Comments:
	6. Do you feel motivated to continue learning German after leaving university?

Comments:
	6. In your opinion, what is the best use of staff time in an undergraduate Higher Education Language Course:

Please explain:
	

	1
	1
	Yes, a little
	Yes, sometimes
	Yes – Did not rest on my laurels. I was an active language learner – wrote regular vocab lists, picked courses which helped improve those areas that I was not so good at.
	Yes, sometimes – Sometimes used Language Centre but did not manage to meet native speaker.
	Yes – And more willing!
	Yes – Would like to work abroad in a job using languages as often as possible.
	2 c – Need language classes to learn how to work in groups, but also individual guidance. I came to Liverpool with only A-S level in German and feel my needs would have been met with more individual supervision. I was left to catch up on my own and found this extremely difficult!
	

	2
	2
	Yes, a little
	Yes, often – I believe it is important to develop language independently as well as with a teacher and it’s important to make the most of all learning opportunities.
	Yes – I did a great deal of independent reading during my year abroad (i.e. newspapers, novels, etc.) and I made the most of the opportunity to improve my listening skills through watching television + listening to the radio.
	Yes, sometimes – I have some friends, whom I contact regularly via e-mail or post. It is often difficult to find time to watch.
	Yes – I will continue with Independent learning, using the skills I practised during the portfolio project.
	Yes – I feel that my language skills in German have improved very much since the first year and I would like to incorporate this knowledge in my chosen career, therefore I would like to continue to learn the language and practise as often as possible.
	2 a 
	

	3
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	4
	Yes, a little
	No, never
	No – I would have used the same language resources whether I had done the project or not
	No, never
	Yes – I will still use French and German Internet
	Yes – I love communicating in a different language and try to do so as much as possible with native speakers
	2 c – Speaking is crucial & I think most time should be spent speaking yet it is important to also know how well we are doing.
	

	6
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	6
	No, not v. m… - I think I am aware of what kind of language learner I am, but I haven’t realised this through portfolio work
	No, hardly ever – Yes I do do the examples above, if in Germany I needed to ask a native speaker something about German, I would. But again this is something I didn’t gain through portfolio work.
	No – When I arrived in my designated area, I had forgotten completely about the portfolio projects + what I had got out of them.
	Yes, sometimes – Sometimes I would try to watch German TV
	No – Honestly, I have no intentions of furthering my language learning after uni, as my desired job is something different.
	Yes – Explained above. However, I would like to talk it informally with friends to keep it going.
	2 c – It is important to teach language classes but also encourage independent learning, so students can benefit from all areas in learning a language. I ticked c) because the language part is very important ie. Discussing mistakes + explaining grammar but learning processes can also be helpful.
	

	8
	7
	Yes, a little
	No, hardly ever
	Yes – The portfolio project ensured that you knew exactly what resources were available to you, how to find them and how best to use them.
	Yes, sometimes 
	Yes – It definitely helps you develop techniques of independent language learning.
	Yes
	1 – Staff time should be used mainly for direct language leaning e.g. as much oral work as possible as this makes best use of the staff’s own skills and knowledge. 

Learning processes should be looked at in the course of class work. E.g. Different Topics should be approached with different leaning strategies in mind so that students can then use the one which is best suited to them in their own time. This allows them to then actively discover which approach is best for them.
	

	9
	8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	9
	No, not very much – might have thought about it in the beginning but most of it is forgotten now.
	Yes, sometimes – I sometimes ask native speakers to correct something or for a advise on a particular subject.
	No – Can’t even remember the portfolio project I did take advantage of language resources on year abroad but not consciously with portfolio in mind.
	Yes, often – watched German TV – was very good practise + sometimes a good excuse for pretending to do something but still hear the sound of German
	
	Yes – I like the language and want to teach it -> therefore need to have continuous development
	2 a – you can hide in a language class.

To have personal supervision monitoring the progress is good.

We should also pay more attention to the individual’s language pronunciation etc. Should be corrected.

At the moment no one tells us if/when we are doing anything wrong, so how can you improve?
	

	11
	10
	Yes, very much so – Yes, I review what I have learnt and ask questions when I don’t understand /  research new methods of learning.
	Yes, sometimes – Yes, the portfolio project was very structured and taught me to take my  language into my own hands.
	Yes – Yes, I took advantage of making lots of German friends and they were very kind and helped me to improve my vocabulary and increased my fluency by encouraging me to speak in German all the time.
	Yes, often – I took it upon myself to read German books which increased my vocabulary and prepared me for the year ahead.
	Yes – Yes. I have many German friends with whom I am in constant contact.
	Yes – Yes. I love German(s)!
	2 c
	

	12
	11
	Yes, a little
	No, hardly ever – I’ve never have the time to do independent leaning because the work load is so much.
	No – It depended on what resources  that were there.
	No, never
	Yes – I know the resources to use so I can encounter German articles and tv, so I can practise the language
	Yes
	2 a – With formal language classes you can practise the language and then work on individual mistakes and hang-ups with the tutor.
	

	13
	12
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14
	13
	Yes, a little
	Yes, sometimes
	No – When I was in Germany I would often watch TV. However, I hardly read German books, or did any written work.
	No, hardly ever
	Yes
	Yes
	2 c – I think the best way to learn a language is through a good mixture of both private study and taught study.
	

	15
	14
	No, not at all
	No, never
	No - to be honest, the portfolio project was just something else that we had to do in first year – at the time, it felt like another piece of work, and afterwards, I forgot it pretty quickly. Sorry! Maybe if it were continued to a lesser extent throughout the course, it would be more helpful for the less-motivated student like me.
	Yes, sometimes – watched German telly in language centre
	No – not sure I learnt anything in portfolio project that I wouldn’t do out of common sense afterwards – e.g. watch German tv, read books, etc.
	No – I feel only that it would be a shame to forget everything – but really can’t say I’m motivated to carry on learning.
	2 a – The opportunity to practice is so important, - and explanations of mistakes is probably the most important thing. Too often, we go over exercise + are told the right answer without it being explained. German is v. hard t learn, we need as much help as poss.
	

	16
	15
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	16
	No, not very much
	No, hardly ever – In all honesty, I hardly completed any portfolio work.
	Yes – I recognised past failings and therefore made more of an effort to take advantage of those opportunities a year abroad affords a language student.
	No, never
	Yes – Ideas were placed in my path, such as watching German TV, which I had previsously either consciously or un-consciously ignored.
	Yes – Having spent a year in Germany, I appreciate the language more. I also have numerous friends with whom I speak German. I, therefore, will certainly continue t try and use, and improve, my German.
	2 a – Through personal fault I have wasted numerous learning opportunities during the 11 years, which I have ‘learnt’ German. Formal classes are absolutely necessary. Shy pupils will still be able to gain from a shared learning experience, learning from others mistakes. Furthermore, lethargic students do at least experience some formal learning. However, independent learning provides the real opportunity to develop one’s language skills. It was only through the year in  Germany I was able to appreciate the true value of speaking and listening to as much German as possible. I only wish I had been able to appreciate this earlier.
	

	18
	17
	Yes, very much so – It illustrated what areas needed work!
	Yes, sometimes – I tend to use experiences on my year abroad more – I approach things in a more general (!) way than that used in the portfolio project.
	Yes – I was familiar with the different medium before my arrival, which helped.
	Yes, sometimes
	Yes – It has alerted me to the many ways through which it is possible to learn a language in a more relevant (& enjoyable) way.
	Yes – I hope to continue to use & improve my German as it is something I enjoy.
	2 c – Variety is very important when learning a language; different media helps manintain interest & different teaching methods are essential to ensure a solid language skill ie. Grammar/conversation/

presentation etc.
	

	19
	18
	Yes, a little – I have tried to improve in the areas I find difficult + independently.
	Yes, sometimes
	Yes – While in Germany I regularly watched T.V e interacted with native speakers inc asking for help with grammatical issues e ways of expressing myself.
	Yes, sometimes – Occasionly [sic!] watched German television but not on a regular basis.
	Yes
	Yes – I will try to continue on aspects that I still have difficulty with e to gain a higher level of accuracy.
	2 c – I feel that both a + b are important e need to be approached. It is difficult to know what to improve in if you don’t know which areas are creating difficulty. Feedback from a teacher is very usual [sic!] as individual needs are approached. Regular support from the teacher is also important for the student to keep a steady level of motivation. More emphasis e time should be dedicated to language topics inc conversation rather than non-language topics because it is the language aspects which will be more useful e regulary [sic!] used in the future. Ie. In a working environment.
	

	20
	19
	Yes,   little – It made me realise that I need to read lots of German texts + watch TV to help understand the lang. Better.
	Yes, often – I watch German films + read German magazines a lot more since doing the project
	No – I wanted to make the most of language resources in Germany not because of the Portfolio, but because I was interested in the country.
	Yes, often -  Watched German films 

Spoke to native speakers
	No – I will be more able to continue learning after uni not because of project, but because of the year abroad.
	Yes – I’ll be moving backto Berlin in June so I’ll be speaking the language every day.
	2 b – Not just teaching is important, you need to practice the lang as well and find out your own personal way of learning it; everyone has their own individual ways of learning + it is good to exchange ideas about it.
	

	21
	20
	Yes, a little – Particularly learning vocab ~ not just lists, but constant listening through tv/native speakers

-quite often review the best way to learn different things
	Yes, often – Yes – to a point

: though perhaps developed more through year abroad
	Yes – The projected [sic!] highlighted different areas to me, which I was able to use during my year abroad and to really improve my language skills

- it particularly made me feel confident using the ideas/resources whilst abroad.
	Yes, sometimes – I did continue to watch news & films and books -> I really noticed the improvement in my skills & wanted to keep it up.
	Yes – Yes – it opened my eyes to numerous options/possibilities
	Yes – Yes, I feel a language is a vital thing/commodity particularly in a job situation

Furthermore, I wish t continue to be able to converse with others – as its something I enjoy.
	2 c – I think a combination of the two is VITAL. The learning process is key as it helps you to develop the language & vice versa.

- without discussing mistakes and new approaches etc.  don’t think you’d have the correct balance.
	

	22
	21
	Yes, very much so
	Yes, sometimes
	No – I felt that understanding the topic was of more importance though I took the time to look up vocabulary and unfamiliar grammar concepts
	Yes, sometimes – Maintained email contacts with German speakers and conversation exchanges in Liverpool
	Yes – Though I think availability of native speakers, internet newspapers etc. will make it difficult depending on my circumstances
	Yes – I wish to use and improve the skills I have acquired at University in my career
	2 c – I feel a lot of time is wasted repeating information that is already understood (at least by myself). 

I feel classes should always be taught in German as should be all work produced by students (except translation).
	

	23
	22
	No, not very much – Whilst being useful at the time, I do not feel myelf referring back to the Portfolio Project specifically when studying today.
	No, hardly ever – I feel my whole learning strategies have changed enormously  over 1st year
	No – I was a teacher in France but my tasks did not necessarily involve immersing myself in language resources as such
	No, hardly ever – I watched German telvision on odd occasions
	Yes – The variety of subjects and advice given were a good start to my degree course
	Yes – I would hope to keep reading German literature, as well as occasional newspaper articles for the rest of my life, whether my employment demands it or not. I find a book is an easy, and enjoyable way to keep in constant touch with a foreign language
	2 c – Speaking German should be a norm in all language classes, unless there are particularly difficult grammatical points to discuss. Encouragement to speak through questioning or by raising interesting (perhaps even controversial) points helps the student to talk and thereby make the mistakes which can be wiped out in future. Constant essays can seem laborious, but are also vital for leaning new vocab and perfecting sentence construction. 
	

	25
	23
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	26
	24
	No, not very much – To be honest, I have not thought about it because it was assessed work that had to do.
	No, hardly ever
	No – There was 1 ½ years between finishing my Portfolio Project and going abroad so the things I had done in my portfolio were forgotten, so no it didn’t help.
	Yes, sometimes – I would spend at least 1 hr per week watching the German TV channel in the language library.
	No – I think I will continue language learning, but not as a result of the portfolio project.
	No – No, because my confidence in German has been lost in my final year and so I don’t feel motivated enough to carry on when I leave.
	2 a
	

	27
	25
	Yes, a little – trying to find which learning approach is most efficient.
	Yes, sometimes -  I’m able to focus more on points i’d [sic!]  like to study more in depth
	No – There weren’t many language resources in the Universities i [sic!] went to; however i watched German tv + films and i had an Austauschpartnerin.
	Yes, often – Watched German television, read newspapers regularly + wrote German [sic!] letters to my penfriend
	Yes – many books available to help + can continue sending german emails
	Yes – I’ve enjoyed studying German and it would be foolish not to continue learning after such a long time.
	2 c – going over corrections and receiving more feedback on written and oral work is very useful. Being able to talk just with the teacher would have been beneficial; on a regular basis.
	

	28
	26
	Yes, a little – it is something I think about a little but I have forgotten exactly what I discovered from the portfolio project.
	Yes, sometimes – this year I have used some of these strategies but without necessarily consciously thinking about the fact I am using them.
	No – during the year abroad there wasn’t any great need to make use of resources as the language was all around you anyway – I only really used the library + internet.
	No, hardly ever – Occasionly [sic!] but not very often – unfortunately!
	Yes – Yes because I am aware of ways of doing this e.g. reading news online etc.
	Yes – Yes because I feel my German has not yet reached a level I am happy with. - & I enjoy it.
	2 c – I think probably in the course of a degree (a) is more important but a small amount of (b) is also very helpful.
	

	29
	27
	No, not very much
	No, hardly ever
	No
	Yes, sometimes – Reading der Spiegel
	No – Portfolio didn’t push me to the things I didn’t do anyway
	Yes – I genuinely enjoy speaking German.
	2 c – Yes, but with greater emphasis and accountability to teaching staff. Portfolio was too relaxed and not enough of a challenge.5
	

	31
	28
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	32
	29
	No, not very much.
	Yes, sometimes
	No – By the time I went to Germany I’d forgotten I’d even been involved in the Portfolio project.
	No, never
	No – I will continue with my German, but I don’t think it will be because of the Portfolio Project.
	Yes
	2 c + 3 – I think learning a foreign language is something you have to be motivated to take on [illegible] yourself. The language classes in 1st year didn’t really add much to A-level, and as all we needed for the law + German course was 40% pass I didn’t concentrate on my language as much as I should have – lessons were boring. It would be better if the lessons were scrapped, we had more English law modules to choose from + had to reach the required standard of German ourselves – then I/we would have more [sic!] motivated to learn + the learning would have been more constructive. 
	

	33
	30
	Yes, a little – It opened my eyes to the different benefits of different ways of learning language.
	Yes, sometimes
	Yes – I was more determined to learn language in every possible way – watching T.V., talking to natives, reading newspapers etc., because I had learnt how much different methods expanded my language knowledge in different ways.
	Yes, sometimes – Mainly reading newspapers.
	Yes – Again, am more aware now of the variety of ways in which I can do this.
	Yes – I don’t want to ‘box’ my German study away as education. I want to develop it into something which I can use in business.
	2 c – I believe any undergraduate education (be it language or otherwise) still requires a structure which can be built upon with independent learning.

Plus language learning in groups (and not solely independently) is very beneficial.
	

	39
	35
	No, not very much
	Yes, sometimes
	No – The things I did for the portfolio project were generally things I already did (watching films, looking at websites), although the portfolio project did help me to think about these things in a more structured way, with objectives in mind.
	[N/A, since ex-ab initio students don’t have a second year]
	Yes
	Yes – This is mainly due to the fact that I made German and Austrian friends while in Spain on my year abroad.
	2 a – I think it is more useful to have classes tailored to your own weaknesses and requirements once the basic concepts have been explained in language classes.
	

	42
	38
	Yes, a little – I already thought about the way I learn anyway and sometimes changed my approach.
	No, hardly ever -  I have so much work this year, I only really have time to do the work I have to do. I do, now and again, watch the news and sometimes read, but I never do things like summarising, etc.  I think it’s useful anyway just listening or reading.
	No -  I don’t really think it made much difference. When I was abroad, I just spoke the language a lot, listened to the T.V. and radio, and read a lot, which I would have done anyway.
	[N/A, since ex-ab initio students don’t have a second year]
	No – To be honest, I don’t think it will make much difference. It would have been helpful if I didn’t have any strategies for language learning, but after years of studying languages, I already knew what worked for me.
	Yes – Definitely. I think mainly because my time in Austria was the best part of my year abroad, and I really liked Austrians, generally. So if I live abroad for some time, I think I’d like to live in a German speaking country. So I’ll probably continue learning German!
	1 – I think, when it comes to independent language learning, each person has to work out for themselves over time strategies which work for them, because everyone’s mind works differently.
It is maybe a good idea to give optional help with independent learning for those who find it hard to do on their own, but generally, I think once we’re at university, we can take responsibility for learning ourselves, and teaching language classes is enough.
	

	56
	51
	Yes, a little – Through participation in the portfolio project, I realised the importance of training all four skills in learning a language – reading, writing, speaking + listening.
	Yes, often
	Yes – It made me aware that there were many different ways of learning + training a language -  reading newspapers, watching films, talking to native speakers etc.
	[N/A, since ex-ab initio students don’t have a second year]
	Yes – Buying newspapers, reading articles on the web, listening to foreign music, keeping in touch with ppl. met abroad – there are lots of ways!
	Yes – Of course. It would be a shame to let it go after three enjoyable years!
	2 a – Language classes + then individual discussion about things covered +  problems encountered would be the most beneficial for the student, in my opinion. I think students should be made aware of different learning strategies, but after that it’s up to them how they go about it.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


