Questionnaire 1.1. & 1.2. answers to open questions

	
	Why did you decide to study that language in particular?
	
	Why did you enjoy/not enjoy learning the language?
	
	Why were you/were you not happy/satisfied?

	1
	G – for future career, widen possibilities. Out of interest for the country and its culture.

Widely used, again helps to broaden choices of career..

Fr – Surrounded by French from a young age, always done well in it. Been interested in French from young age.Want to widen career possibilities,
	
	G - I had to rush my German GCSE (1 year @ night school and 1 year AS) I therefore do not feel very confident.

Fr – I did well at it. Felt I could enjoy it as I learned it i.e. find out about France and its people. Good teachers maintained my interest.
	
	G - Feel my German has always lagged behind my French 

For the time in which I had to complete my GCSE and AS level, I feel I performed well. Not satisfied, though, that my college prevented me from taking up both French and German from GCSE level.

Fr - The outcome, the grade I achieved was satisfying.

	2
	G – I have always been interested in German. 
I loved the country and wanted to be able to communicate with native Germans. I began learning German in year 7 of High School and it immediately appealed to me.


	
	G – I enjoyed being able to communicate with native Germans (and being understood!). I also enjoy being able to read German newspapers etc., and to write letters to my German penpals.
	
	

	3
	G – German is interesting and quite challenging.
	
	G – Gives you a chance to learn about different cultures.
	
	

	4
	G – Lived

 in Germany. Have German relatives.

Fr – Like speaking French. Interesting.

Sp – Enjoy languages in general
	
	G – It is a difficult language. I like to communicate with everyone.

Fr – Like speaking French. Interesting.

Sp – Like seeing the similarities between other languages, e.g. French and Latin.
	
	

	5
	G - Because I felt languages were my strongest subject and that I would do best in them & also because I enjoy learning new languages.

Fr – Because French was my strongest subject and I love everything French. 

L – Because it is a very important language and I feel that it is important to know.
	
	G – I enjoy learning languages and about different cultures, but I did not enjoy the way German was taught at school.

Fr – I really enjoyed doing French, it was interesting and I had a great teacher.

L – Because I chose to do it so there was no pressure from teachers.
	
	Fr – I do well in things which take a lot of work, but get very nervous in exams so often do quite badly.

L – I was learning Latin while doing my A-levels so there was not enough time to concentrate properly, but I should like to carry on eventually.

	6
	G – it was the only language available at my school.
	
	G - Good to be able to read & communicate in a foreign language. Disliked grammar.
	
	G – Difficult to grasp grammar rules & hard to remember new vocab.

	7
	G – It is an interest, I like learning languages.

Sp – Interest in Spain & languages.
	
	G – I enjoy the grammar aspect of learning languages

Sp – I found Spanish topics quite easy to grasp.
	
	G – Feel uncomfy speaking a different language.

	8
	G – I enjoyed it. I was interested in Germany. I thought it would be useful in the future.

It was compulsory until age 15. I decided to continue to learn it.

Fr – It was one in which I already had basic knowledge.

I enjoyed learning it when it was compulsory. Thought it would be of use in the future.

Sp – I began to study it in 6th form. It was the only language I could take along with French and German.

I had already learned French and German and enjoyed them both.
	
	G – I had a good teacher. I was interested in the topics studied.

Fr – It was easy compared to the other languages I studied, ie. German and Spanish.

Interesting, good teachers.

Sp – It was an interesting language. I am interested in Spanish culture.

Good teacher/rapid pace of learning.
	
	

	9
	G – Love the language, family influences as well, both parents speak it.

Fr – French is a beautiful language, and v. important and useful for the future – wanted to study 2 languages, not just German.
	
	G - Didn’t do German GCSE in school learnt over the summer and thoroughly enjoyed it. Learnt a lot, was able then to do A level in school unfortunately I didn’t enjoy it and didn’t achieve my potential.

Fr - 1st half of year the teacher wasn’t very helpful, didn’t encourage us and was constantly critisising [sic].

Changed tutors for second half and she helped me a great deal – encouraging and taught me properly – I then started to enjoy learning.

 
	
	Fr – learnt in a short space of time after a really bad start to the year (had one year only – did it after my other A levels – a continiuing education course.)

	10
	G – It’s compulsory in Denmark.

Had to at school.

E – compulsory – and it’s a language used all over the world

Had to at school

Fr – I like it  spend 8 months in Nice

It sounds nice!  And been to France for several holidays

L – compulsory during first year of “gymnasie” (=uk Alevels)
	
	G – different teaching methods good teachers   progress made

E – good teachers – fun –easy(ish)   hear it every day (TV, Music)

Fr – Some good teachers  good texts   learned most while IN France  like the language

L – Very difficult but good teacher
	
	

	11
	G – I visited Germany one summer and found difficulty in communicating with others! I love talking and so decided to further my study in German in order to be able to forge friendships in other countries.

Fr – I liked the language, the sound of speaking French and I wanted to learn more about the culture.
	
	G – It was fun to see things and know what they are called in other languages or to discuss differences in culture. I  found that my willingness to learn to speak German + confidence to communicate was appreciated.

Fr – The teacher gave us no motivation or encouragement in the 1st year of the A-level study, therefore by the 2nd year, when my own personal motivation arrived, it was too late to catch up.
	
	

	12
	Ge – I like the modules of contemporary studies and history involved. I would like to be fluent in order to get a good job communicating with German  nature speakers.

I liked the course modules. I would like to be able to speak with people from Germany.

Fr – I liked the course. I would like to have an indepth conversation and on a daily basis with my family

Liked the modules at university. Wanted to be able to speak to my family in France.
	
	G – The mixture of not only language but interesting articles in history etc. 

Not enough speaking practice. Enjoyed some of the modules involved.

Fr – because I had a motivation to learn and seen it as an opportunity

I had motivation. Although we didn’t do enough speaking.


	
	G – not enough opportunities to speak with a nature speaker or in general German

	13
	G – Only French and German were offered at my school, and as I performed better in German GCSE, I went on to study at A level.

Fr – compulsory to take at least one modern language, but as I enjoyed both French and German, I took both.
	
	-999

-999


	
	

	14 
	G – Different to French etc. Had to choose either Spanish or German: thought German better option, for business/ CV etc.

Job prospects. Enjoyed learning the language at 6th Form.

Fr – was given no option at school. Kept it on, as I enjoyed it and I did well at it.

Good job prospects. Enjoyed learning French in Paris as well as living there.

I – I decided to do Italian at the same time as my A-levels, as I knew that I wanted to have a career in languages.

I studied it at nightclass, whilst completing my A-levels. I thought this would be good for CVs/personal statements.
	
	G – I like the way that German is very ordered. I like the sound of German.

Fr – Found A level course disorganised at school. Pleasure learning French in Paris.

I enjoyed it as I got to actively practice speaking/using the language.

I – As I studied this language at night class with people older than me and in a more relaxed environment, I enjoyed greatly the learning experience.

Because of the different environment, and because the teachers were native Italiens.
	
	G – I was disappointed with my A-level grade.

I – native teacher at GCSE after two years at night school

	15
	G – Like learning other languages. Had a very good teacher.

Brilliant teacher. Liked the language.

Fr – Wanted to be fluent in it. Travel there lots. Love learning languages. Found it easy at the time.

	
	G - Teacher was good but VERY aggressive – made lessons not very “fun”. Actual language was good.

Fr – Found it very hard at a level. Not enough vocab + very bad at listening exercises.

Had problems with it (grammar, listening, etc.) but rewarding when you do know it.
	
	Fr – Had a really good teacher + then she was off sick for last year of course + had 3 temporary teachers at diff. Times. Lots of disruption.

Had 3 or 4 diff. Teachers in final year  of A level because of their illness – very hard to adjust every time.

	16
	G – Loved it at Wig(?) School. I had a lot of enthusiasm.

Fr - Interesting, course was varied and looked good

Sp – Always loved the language – never had a chance to study it before.
	
	G – I enjoyed being taught by one of my teachers, but the other was hopeless and I felt that I did not learn a lot at all.

Fr – Good… varied in all disciplines. Not so good…sometimes boring, very difficult

Sp – All teachers very enthusiastic and make it fun as well as helping us to learn easily.
	
	G – Found the language easy busy (? But I?) know I could have done better with a better teacher.

Fr – it was quite easy because in a way it complemented my German Studies, what I learnt in one could sometimes/often be applied to the other.

Sp – So far I love Spanish, it complements French and I find it quite easy.

	17
	G – - I wanted to do a degree with German.

· Friendly department, nice + good teachers.

· Did well at GCSE

S –  - I studied for G.C.S.E.

- My first teacher inspired me! 
	
	G – Good teachers and very rewarding to achieve something

S – College department was an absolute shambles – teachers standard abysmal (in 1st year below the students), ruined earlier work by school teachers.
	
	G – Overall results tarnished overall experiences as they were well short of what they ought to have been.

S – you cannot learn from those who cannot teach.

	A
	G – I had been on holiday & liked the country. 

I believed it would be very useful in the future.

Fr – it was compulsory at first & then I decided to continue with it as  languages would be very useful.

Rus – It was an extra course offered in the 6th form & I thought it would be useful interesting as it’s so different to the other languages I’m learning. My dad is a Russian lecturer & so I had had a lot of contact with the language.
	
	G – I enjoy the way languages are taught; you do not just sit & read a text book. There’s a lot of variety 
(talking, listening, etc.)

Fr – I did not enjoy French as enjoyable as German, because I found the language a lot harder.

Rus – I had a small group and we were all at a similar level. It was quite refreshing doing a GCSE with my A-levels.
	
	Ge – I was pleased with my achievements throughout the year, but disappointed with the end result.

Fr – I put in a lot of work & was disappointed with the end result.

Rus – I had experience in learning languages by this point.

	19
	G – Studied at A-level and achieved grade A. Mother is  German.

Fr – It was chosen by the school.
	
	G – I enjoyed learning German because it helped improve my German. Also it introduced me to grammar etc.  which I had not studied until A-level.

Fr – I found it very hard when concerning the grammar. I did enjoy it because the teacher explained tasks a gave me help when I needed it.
	
	

	20 
	G – Choosing a language was compulsory, and I was more competent at that than French

Fr – compulsory to study when I first started school.

Latin – compulsory in school.
	
	G – I enjoyed learning because I thought it would be good to speak to Germans using their native tongue, and it was interesting learning about German society etc.

Fr – I enjoyed it when I first started it as I had never learnt a language before, but in the 2nd year the teacher was quite bad, therefore I fell behind in the 3rd year so I didn’t carry on.

Latin – it was interesting at first, but I soon lost interest as I thought there was no point learning it as nobody speaks it nowadays.
	
	Latin – I felt as if I was wasting my time when we could have learnt a modern language instead.

	21
	G - - here at Liverpool I am able to combine my language skills with a new subject law

· I also thought, that it would be useful for the future.

Fr - -I wanted to offer a second language 

- I also often travel to France and thought it’d be useful
	
	G - Language learning is often flexible – there are different areas to focus on ie –speaking/reading etc. 

-the language also allows you to be different – ie with a variety of vocab etc.

Fr – I found French slightly more difficult in comparison with German, so I had to work harder – but again the various areas made it more enjoyable.
	
	G – I was pleased with my course and was able to enjoy it. However I felt that I under performed slightly.

Fr – choice of topic. We didn’t have a choice of written topic. I was forced to do a town/region whereas in German I was able to do literature.

	22
	G – Placed in German stream in school plus mother’s family originate from Germany.

Fr – Placed in fast learners’ course in second year of school, dropped it end of third year.
	
	G – When I was in Germany last I found I could speak German fluently with only a little trouble with vocabulary.

Fr – teacher was very entertaining
	
	G – Did not really build up a proper vocabulary and find it difficult to remember all grammar rules esp. the cases.

Fr – I regret not continuing French for G.C.S.E. + A level.

	23
	G - Desire to be multi-lingual

Good job prospects
	
	G - very satisfying to make yourself understood in a foreign language esp. to a native speaker.
	
	

	24
	G – Interest in languages

Enjoyed it 

Want to be teacher

Will to coach football abroad

Fr – Interest in languages

Find it easy

Want to be a teacher

Enjoy it

Will to coach football abroad

Sp – An extra language with my A-levels

Extra language (same reasons as fr/ge)

Latin – Compulsory @ High School -> Basis in grammar

Good grammar base – compulsory at High School
	
	G – I enjoy learning languages. Ie. Grammar/Structure etc.

Fun

Gd. teacher

Fr – found language easy

Easy

Good teachers

Sp – V. easy (GCSE)

Easy

Fun

Gd. Teacher

Gd. group

Latin – Easy/like learning grammar
	
	G – Became a little 
(or rather, a (lot!) complacent.

Good language lab.

Fr – good language labs

Sp – good language lab



	25
	G – I felt German was my strongest language at school

Fr – compulsory until G.C.S.E.  Followed it up as I did well in the language.

Sp – I found I enjoyed the language, after some self-study, and wanted to follow it u to an advanced level.
	
	G – I felt very satisfied when in Germany, at being able to  communicate effectively.

Fr – Good teacher

Sp – I enjoyed it because it was new to me.
	
	

	26
	G – I have always been interested in foreign languages and I want to live and work abroad. I am interested in contemporary  foreign studies and literature and German history appealed to me.

No choice but to study it in yr 9 but carried on with study  of German because I enjoyed it.

Fr – I think I studied French because I didn’t see the point in learning just one foreign language (although I prefer German). Also  I have been a bit of to France several times and wanted to speak the native language

Want to work abroad + always liked going to France. Want to be able to communicate in the native language instead of English.

Sp – Because I just wanted an extra GCSE and because I was going to Spain on holiday
	
	G – I think that learning a language broadened my knowledge on events + cultures outside the UK. I also enjoyed speaking to different people in their language.

Enjoyed learning German because I grasped the main aspects of German grammar quite well.

Did not enjoy exam at end of course.

Fr – Enjoyed learning the language because it gives me an insight into French culture. I didn’t enjoy it because I didn’t think I was very good at French.

Enjoyed – being able to use the language practically ie. travel. Did not like way knowledge of language was tested  ie one on one oral exams.

Sp – Did not enjoy the fact that the teacher put pressure on the pupils to achieve, although it was not a compulsory subject. I did enjoy learning about aspects of Spanish culture.
	
	G – I felt self conscious about speaking in a foreign language because I am aware of the mistakes I make.

	27
	G – Very enjoyable topics + modules studied. Like to travel abroad

Work abroad

Fr – More opportunities for travel. Would like to work abroad. Enjoy studying it.

Interesting, travel, would like to work abroad.
	
	G – Difficult grammar. Poor teaching.

I found the sylabbus (sic!) very interesting

Fr – Interesting topics studied

Fun, but challenging also.

Course was interesting. Opportunities for school exchanges.
	
	

	28
	G – I had really enjoyed the time I spent in Germany.

I felt my German was ahead of my French.

Fr – Because it was a choice between F and Spanish. My mother & my sister both took French – so I did.
	
	G – essentially I enjoy learning languages, parts of it are not enjoyable but necessary.

Fr – It was to do with school – the teacher was poor so I never enjoyed learning it. A bad experience on the exchange I did.
	
	

	29
	G - -999

Russian – an interest in Russia and a dislike for French
	
	G – Very satisfying, an interest in foreign cultures.

Russian – unusual opportunity, a good teacher.
	
	

	31
	G – Found it more enjoyable than any other subject that I have been taught. Liked Germany and would like to spend time there.

Fr – Linked well with the other subjects at school, found GCSE quite easy.

Russian – Friend of the family offered to teach me (Russian native)
	
	G – Liked learning about the culture and lifestyles of other countries. Teaching was fun and very effective in school.

Fr – Teacher was not very effective and there was a lot of work but it was not interesting.

Russian – because it was fun and enjoyable
	
	

	32
	-999
	
	-999
	
	

	33
	-999
	
	-999
	
	

	34
	G – be useful in the future

Travel to German speaking countries quite often.
	
	-999
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


