Subject A

I1:
ok ok do you remember the portfolio project in the first year do you remember the elements

A1:
yeah I remember doing them I still got them on my computer I think as well

I2:
alright

A2:
portfolio work 

I3:
you still got them so you had the projects themselves

A3:
yeah

I4:
the journals

A4:
journals

I5:
you remember the project journals where you had to fill in what you do 

A5:
oh well weakness how we improved on 

I6:
and what you thought of doing the work and why you did the work and how successful it was

A6:
yeah

I7:
then you had the as’ advisory sessions with me 

A7:
yeah

I8:
and the questionnaires which were basically for data collection ok now can you tell me what you think the aim of the portfolio project was 

A8:
from my point of view to improve my German 

I9:
to improve your German

A9:
try and improve it in a more efficient way I think to recognise perhaps not just your faults but also things that you don’t know and you’d like to know perhaps you can do some independent research as it were to (set grammar points) that may not always be covered in class or you even to revise simple things that we should know but we don’t but we won’t need doing them in class because we should know of them and I find it found it quite useful in a way because I think during the first year especially my German improved quite a lot considering from A-level just coming from school in terms of the grammar I think or anything else because we our teacher tried to explain us the difference between accusative and dative case and why the German way for their changes has so many different possibilities but we never really understood it because really I think because we were we’re not taught English grammar at school either so the whole grammar terms are quite unfamiliar to us and I also think be doing beginners Spanish here when grammar was explained to us that I could sort of apply whatever there to my German as well in terms of what is the dative case what’s accusative and 

I10:
ok so you used it for things you found useful for yourself like revising grammar or working on your grammar points and then just to summarise in your point of view the positive element was that it encouraged you to do that would you have done it otherwise

A10:
(as a) volunteer voluntar that’s a difficult question possibly not I mean with the the language lab facilities that we have at the moment it’s just conversation exchange and listening to German or Spanish news and I tend to do that quite half-heartedly and I think when I’m doing well I do it at least twice a week when I should be doing it more I think but 

I11:
I mean that’s independent learning as well when you do that

A11:
yeah but

I12:
so you’re not sure whether you’ d have done it without

A12:
= possible if I had known the benefits and how I’d advance than I would have done it and I think possibly it should be continued into the second year as well maybe and third year now in this semester especially cause the way the German the German language session is structured over the year we do our writing text production in the first semester and then we do translation in in the second so while the standard of the written German may be quite good in the sec’ first semester then we just kind of forget it really 

I13:
I mean the idea behind it was that I forced you into it with assessment during the first year and then hopefully you would continue over the next two years or three years and I always offered you to come and see me but nobody ever did (laugh) once it’s not assessed they are just not interested right so improving your proficiency or your German was your your main goal but from my point of view or thinking of the teacher’s the university’s point of view is there any other thing you could have learned

A13:
possibly how to assess your own work and 

I14:
and

A14:
check it for mistakes and that’s something we’ve done in the last semester especially we were encouraged to do that

I15:
right yeah with Daniela (tutor in German section) yeah she does she’s

A15:
she sort of adopted the general approach

I16:
we sort of have the same approach Daniela and I have right it is actually as you said learner development more generally so not only to assess your work which is probably the most difficult but also to see  where you’re going right where you’re going wrong what you have to work on to get not only long-term goals like in five years I want to be fluent in German but more short term objectives like in two weeks I want to be able to do that and then to find the resources and the whole organisation that usually a teacher does the learner development is what I wanted you to learn so that was the main aim ok now regarding your year abroad can you tell me something about that how did you like it and

A16:
yeah I quite enjoyed it 

I17:
did you stay in [German speaking country] no you stayed for a couple of months

A17:
I spent a semester in Spain a semester in [German speaking country] in Spain I felt my Spanish had improved quite a lot (indecipherable) from beginners level rather from my from more my A-level German and especially comprehension (indecipherable) we had to read a lot of texts and eventually that sort of sinks in (indecipherable) and I can write perhaps a bit more in terms of vocab I can write more flu’ fluently or without having to look at the dictionary so much only to check the grammar really with German I think I probably ha’ have improved most in terms of proficiency in speaking I feel perhaps I can I can speak more readily over many subjects but again the vocab’s always been a problem for me in German it’s it’s just with Spanish because it’s the Latin words have so much in common with the English you can may not always be exactly the same but you can get your point across but in German som’ a lot of times the word is so different you can be stuck but

I18:
but you did you said you improved your fluency

A18:
speaking I felt

I19:
speaking

A19:
so at least it felt more comfortable speaking German it may not be right but

I20:
did you do anything to actively to learn German in [German speaking country]

A20:
well I did (indecipherable) the intensive course which let to the DSH Prüfung

I21:
was that optional or did you have to do it

A21:
it was optional but I think the university here expected that I did at least one language course which I think one hand it’s good it shows that your language improves but on the other hand it’s also a bit of a pain cause you might not be able to do the the topics that you’ll be really interested in doing because you only have so much time in the week and can’t really do everything but it is a good guarantee that you’re learning some something language not just passively through studying history or (the teacher) so

I22:
and outside the language course what did you do did you actively seek to find German friends or go out and talk to Germans or

A22:
it’s suppose it’s a lot if people in class but it’s quite difficult I think in German universities to make friends especially if you are an exchange student because most people there’s so many people in German universities and if I think they sort of meet meet their own groups at the beginning of the course when they first start and then that’s it so anyone who’s just passing through you may be polite to speak to them go out for a few drinks but otherwise they’re not expecting the same sort of relationships I think my my experience in Spain was similar in some classes there were quite big I didn’t really know anyone but my German class in Spain that was only about five people so that was everyone knew everyone there really well five Spaniards so so pretty good that’s in [German speaking country] unfortunately isn’t no small classes so

I23:
yeah it’s a problem in German universities isn’t it ok now in the second year I think you organised the German society didn’t you 

A23:
I think in the second semester I did I tried to get some film nights going and like what Daniela is doing now

I24:
why did you do that I mean it’s good to do it but why

A24:
I don’t know to be honest but I did enjoy watching (indecipherable) and foreign films in general and it sort of creates sort of the commitment gives me the time to actually enjoy watching the films myself as well I’d like to do it now as well but at the moment my workload is (indecipherable) laugh

I25:
because I mean that is very obviously sort of independent learning actively going and say = 

A25:
= to watch the films = 

I26:
= I wa’ I want to watch the films and I even organise the thing did you do anything else to actively to learn outside the classroom in the second year

A26:
yeah I remember having lots of Süddeutsche Zeitung in my room and doing in the German reading room they have Süddeutsche so I was always trying to get the closest to the days that I could like it is usually only a day later because of the and I tried to make tried to read it but I don’t know I can’t read last weeks newpaper as it were cause I probably already read it in an English newspaper so the topic is not so interesting to me any more so its but if it’s something that I haven’t read especially then I tried to tried to get a copy and read it I mean it’s good that we have it cause it’s quite expensive to buy foreign papers in Liverpool are three pounds or something Spiegel costs more I try to read that in the library if I’ve got five minutes but unfortunately you can’t take the out the magazines out of the library for the first month or something so by the time you can it’s all outdated

I27:
yeah it’s my problem as well ok right if you look back to the portfolio project in the first year what do you think about the project journals

A27:
I think it’s quite hard to recognise your mistakes in the first year because it’s not something your encouraged to do in school, in school you just sit there and you take it you just listen to what the teacher says and you repeat (anything) that’s wrong that’s wrong that’s wrong and they don’t really they recognise your faults so they go over it again but it’s not a case of you recognising it but having it pointed out to you so I don’t know it’s somehow I think it must affect your motivation somehow (illegible) you may want to learn it but you may not actual’ actually go out of your way to learn it by yourself because the teacher’s always used to do the work for you so

I28:
yeah yeah and being spoon-fed at school

A28:
me too they say you do need to just keep doing it doing it doing it to practice but

I29:
so did you find it helpful the project journals

A29:
uhm

I30:
or would you rather not have them

A30:
well with hindsight I think you know it was good that I did have them I think all the students should have it (you know the adjectival) endings we used to well still have problems but no near as bad as it used to be in the first year especially because we were (having to) explain the whole dative accusative genitive cases and the indirect direct objects and things like that

I31: 
right ok what about the advisory sessions did that help at all or

A31:
uhm trying to think what we covered  remember we talked about vocab a lot because it’s always a problem =

I32:
= you asked about your vocab a lot yeah 

A32:
had different strategies of doing it and I don’t know at the moment I seem to be able to as with Daniela at the moment with the conversation classes we get given a list a week in advance before somebody gives their presentation and another week I just seem to read down the list I can remember it more or less but then possibly it goes I think it’s a short term maybe very few wo’ words who actually stick to my mind in long term but I think I’m that said I’m learning more efficenly efficiently I don’t know if this was suggested to me but I started taking when I’ve learned the vocab you see the German and I just think what is that in English in check it afterwards but with the English I cover up the German side and then try and write it out in German so it not only gets the word right but there’s all the spelling and the gender so I started to learn the gender and also the not always hundred percent rules o’ if a word has a certain ending then it’s always be this but it’s not always right because I feel more confident because I have a better idea

I33: 
right ok and the independent learning element the fact that you were actually able to choose what you wanted to do choose the topics is that a good idea I think you said in the beginning that it was  because you had a chance=

A33:
I remember doing I think it was watching German videos I remember covering films like “Tatort” [detective drama] and I watched three or four different  programs and wrote a summary of them I think it was suggested what they had in common what they didn’t have in common what (illegible) I think that was a good because it was basically what I (illegible) I would have probably would have watched myself in [German speaking country] and it was seen as listening comprehension cause a lot of it is making notes of what’s happening and then going on to write about it

I34:
yeah right ok yeah now in the questionnaires you mentioned that you fi’ that you found language learning difficult in school did you 

A34:
I probably did but that’s in school it was probably the thing a found the easiest to do as well (illegible) so languages would seem the least difficult of a lot of difficult things in school for me so 

I35:
ok ok so do you find it difficult now or is it (illegible)

A35:
(illegible) it had become different in a way I can sort of come to grasp with grammar and contexts uh concepts it’s just actually using them myself and we learned with Daniela now there’s the attributive style of adjectives like “der der laufende Mann” I mean that’s a more literary style and I doubt I would actually ever use that especially when writing an essay or letter to someone but we used to be aware of these concepts and also when reading a novel or something I can understand what it means and how I would translate it and with German we go across these literary constructs all the time and but I think my main trouble is trying to get sort of fluency in not so much spoken German but in written German and I think I think the best way to do that would be to ha’ take English texts and translate them into German with German we’re just doing German texts into English I mean that’s pretty hard as well especially because you know vocab’s missing that I think we did perhaps in a smaller tex’ two smaller texts one in German one in English (illegible) or alternate every week between which way we translate then it will be better because in Spanish we have to do English to Spanish

I36:
ah right

A36:
for ease cause like I said there’s lot of Latin words but you do if anything it increases your confidence may not be right but the fact that you can see something in your language and put it into another language 

I37:
I mean this is a good idea for fluency=

A37:
= yes it may not be right but I think confidence makes 

I38:




[improve your fluency]

A38:
confidence makes a lot of difference and you may make the effort to learn one or two words or certain grammar construction or idiom but 

I39:
so you do see the difficulty and you also know how to solve that difficulty what to do very good you said confidence is important what do you usually do to motivate yourself if you feel ever low or I don’t know whether you ever had them but 

A39:
generally I force myself to do things I mean I do force myself to do as much work as I can and try not to miss deadlines for weekly courseworks 

I40:
alright

A40:
I mean if I stop that then next thing I end up not doing anything not learning anything [so I try keep it going all the time not]  




I41:

   [but it’s interesting that you

   I mean that’s important once your out it’s very difficult to get in again so you just try to keep keep going

A41:








       [just try to keep going may not I may not be able to understanding it but at least I’m being submerged in the language as it were and 

I42:
I mean it’s interesting that you seem to manage and others don’t it’s interesting to see the difference but it’s difficult of course to see what the difference is actually now how important do you think language learning skills and strategies are (.) is at a waste of time should we rather focus on German or is it good to teach them or to to talk about them

A42:
I don’t know because I think everybody must have their strategies but they but they are probably not being conscious that they have strategies I think they do they do what they feel it’s right for them it may not be the best way and if you sort of suggest perhaps you should do it like this then I can see why people would feel it’s a waste of time because maybe they feel there’s nothing wrong with their way or it seems like a lot of work to suddenly do to manage with other strategies completely different from what they’d done before but I don’t know I think I’ve become open to practising new strategies and while I was in [German speaking country] I planned a trip to Poland and I just put lots of post-it notes around my flat with the Polish phrases I mean I can’t remember them now but at the time I could I could basically count to ten and say hello and ask for things so in the short term I found that quite useful (illegible) 

I43:
yeah ok so you consciously think about your language learning you (illegible) think oh I want to learn Polish how do I do it 

A43:
well what I did then was I found a little old phrase book from Lonely Planet or something where I copied out what I thought be the most important phrases on to post-it notes on the TV or on the fridge where I would see them all the time but I think with my Spanish and German it was not so much basic phrases or basic vocab like furniture although sometimes it’s still a sort of a problem but I mean I don’t know shelfs or I cannot seem to remember in either language what shelf 

I44:
(laugh) Regal

A44:
Regal but in Spanish no I cannot remember but possibly more I don’t know complex vocab I mean covering Frank (lecturer in the German section) is doing a sort of German political (illegible) for the last ten years and I’m trying to see read Jürgen Habermas the German students here are certainly not bothered because we don’t (illegible) there either but 

I45: 
Right, well basically that’s it.
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