Subject B

I1:
ok right do you remember the project in the first year

B1:
I remember vaguely 

I2:
what do you remember

B2:
a couple of the projects I remember something about news and then a couple of others as well but I did have to think before I came as to what I did because it was quite a long time ago

I3:
yeah it is

B3:
so

I4:
yes a long time three years ok so you had the independent learning projects a choice of projects and you could choose the one you wanted to do then there were the project journals do you remember them (searching for a project journal to show)

B4:
no is that were we had to read something and then maybe do a presentation on I remember having to do a presentation on like a newspaper article or something 

I5:
ah right yeah that was one of the projects the newpapers but let me see these were the journals (showing a journal) do you remember

B5:
ah yeah the following up

I6:
exactly yeah so what do you want to do then the activities you did and in the end the as you say the following up

B6:
yeah I do remember now

I7:
ok then there were the advisory sessions the one-to-ones with me and finally we had some questionnaires they were bas’ mainly for my own research ok can you just briefly outline what you think the aim of the portfolio project was 

B7:
well at the time I wasn’t so sure but I think now it’s to try and get students to learn independently how to learn a language realising these different ways of learning a language not just sitting in a classroom listening to a teacher and then doing some essays but to go to the library or listen to some German TV you know being encouraged to like write emails to some native speakers of German so I think that was the aim

I8:
so now after three years you you think that was the aim

B8:
yeah

I9:
yeah so that was one aim we call that learner development which means that now since you’re leaving university that you will hopefully be able to continue learning on your own and the other aim was improving your proficiency simply make you work harder (both laugh)

B9:
ok

I10:
ok regarding your year abroad how was it 

B10:
I really enjoyed it

I11:
you enjoyed it

B11:
yeah I’d like to go back to [German speaking country] again I feel that my German just improved so much and when you come back like I came back end of May I had three over the summer where I wasn’t speaking and again I had nobody to talk German to so it does go downhill and then when you come back to Liverpool University and carry on German in the fourth year you don’t speak it as much you’ve got one hour of conversation so I do think that it goes downhill again

I12:
yeah it is a problem

B12:
yeah and when you’re speaking German every day when you’re out there you’re learning all the time new things 

I13:
so what did you do to learn during your year abroad

B13:
just try to speak German as as often as I could I did have English friends as well and sometimes I would meet with them to have a break and things (both laugh) when I was too exhausted thinking in German or something

I14:
but otherwise you did go out to meet Germans

B14:
yeah

I15:
and what did you do

B15:
I was a language assistant in a school with children aged eight to sixteen so with my teachers in the beginning they tried to talk but I was like no no I’m out here I need to talk German your English is ok but I’m here to improve my German so you know please let me speak it but if I can understand what you’re saying then maybe we could talk English then this was at the beginning when I wasn’t as good

I16:
oh you were very good then (both laugh) to because Germans like to speak English don’t they sorry we have to speak English now but otherwise I have to translate it and 

B16:
ok that’s fine it’s easier for me anyway

I17:
right so you did talk to Germans you did tell the teachers to speak in German to you anything else you did

B17:
I tried to meet people of my age as well because I noticed like the teachers in school they would talk different German so people of my age it was more colloquial language so I tried to meet people of my age as well a bit different language areas

I18:
right did you read or did you watch telly or 

B18:
yeah at the beginning I tried to read newspapers when I was in (Fulda) so I tried to read the Fulda newspaper so I tried to do a lot and then I went to the cinema quite often as well with a couple of friends just to (illegible) in it more

I19:
oh great now looking back what do you think about let’s start with the project journals do you think they helped you at that time or not and if not why

B19:
I think at the time I didn’t understand the need to do them and I didn’t think they were very helpful but now looking back I think maybe they could be because I’m realising now why they were given to us but at the time I didn’t really think they it helped my German you know a huge amount but I think it is a fun way to learn anyway because you’re doing these fun topics themes so I think it’s quite an interesting way to learn and plus you’re doing it independently as well it’s not how you’re doing it in the classroom so I do thin’ I do see the benefits

I20:
right so you see the benefits in the independent learning element

B20:
yeah

I21:
you were able to choose your topics you were able in the time that suits you so but the journals themselves at that time didn’t help you you know that’s interesting for me because now you’re sort of teacher trained in a way going to be a teacher

B21:
oh no I’m not going to I’m not actually doing anything with German when I leave I want to do it in my free time but my desired job is not in the German area

I22:
ah pity

B22:
I just explained that in the questionnaire actually

I23:
ok right but you as a learner just starting at university you thought that didn’t really help you and now three years later 

B23:
I’m thinking because this year has been very hard I think like the language translation so you come from A-level you do these projects which are a similar thing to A-level the level and then in in your after your year abroad it’s such a huge step these really hard translations so I think maybe they they need to be made a little bit harder to get students into into the degree level of learning a language because I found this year to be quite hard even even though I’ve just spend nine months in [German speaking country] the language classes were quite hard actually

I24:
ok now what about the advisory sessions you the one-to-ones did they help you at all or

B24:
I can’t really remember now how many did we have did we have a few

I25:
after each project you were supposed to come and see me and we talked about what you did and why you did it and so in a sense we talked through these journals 

B25:
I think it is a good idea I can’t see any disadvantages with it (both laugh)

I26:
just to tell you I think you were the one who said it didn’t help you at all 

B26:
I think when I’m thinking about my language when how I’m learning now it’s had the portfolio has had no influence on how I learn now I don’t when I’m learning say for the exams or something I don’t think back to anything that I could have gained from the portfolio work so I think there is something that you do you may enjoy it but I don’t think you learn all that much from it

I27:
from the portfolio project in the first year

B27:
yeah

I28:
ok so you don’t learn much from it there were were two sides the language side you mean you didn’t learn much on the language side or the the learning=

B28:
=from the the skills that you gai’ you gain I don’t think you learn that much in that area but I think the language yeah you definitely learn things there

I29:
any idea what we could do to improve your skills in the first year if possible not when the exams are

B29:
I think 
the portfolios should be a little bit harder 

I30:
harder

B30:
yeah

I31:
in which sense

B31:
just so it’s not such a big step from the first year to the fourth year in the language I think maybe more difficult topics more higher language

I32:
so that I for example I say oh you read Die Zeit und Der Spiegel (popular weekly German news magazines) and no other newspapers, some’ something like that 

B32:
yeah although it would be difficult but it would help them in the future

I33:
ah that’s interesting just to raise the=

B33:
=just to raise the level because I think it’s very much like A-level and you expect after A-level to come to Liverpool and do a degree in languages it will be harder but I didn’t really find it that much difference different obviously learning new vocab but I felt in the first year I was just learning more vocab but not really learning anything anything different

I34:
ok right how important do you think language learning skills and strategies are 

B34:
I think it’s very important I think you need to do many areas you need to introduce not only classroom learning but every kind of learning in learning a language so talking to people listening to TV music any kind of speaking or everything is very important so you need all these different strategies

I35:
right now do you usually when you learn have something like a short term objective like in two weeks time I want to be able to do this or 

B35:
I’d say that’s more the case when I’ve got my exams 

I36:
right (laughs)

B36:
but is that is that something different I don’t know

I37:
but during your year abroad you didn’t think of =

B37:
= ah yeah all the time I was wanting to improve I just thought if if the teachers may have had a conversation that I didn’t really understand than I tried to remember words and then I’d go home and like look up the English in a dictionary and I just made a long vocab list of many many pages and then just tried to go over them at some time just to remember what I’ve learned in my year abroad so I just really tried to remember the words that they said and then and then learn or sometimes if I knew I could be having a conversation and I thought maybe I’m not too sure how to say it I’d prepare it in a way in advance so I’d know that my vocab and my word order is a little bit better

I38:
and do you check then whether it worked ok or whether you still have to work on it or

B38:
sorry

I39:
do you check when you have a conversation like that then do you check whether you you actually improved or what happened or

B39:
I don’t think I do no

I40:
but you do when you hear listen to a conversation you do know what you have to do next

B40:
yeah

I41:
ok right how about your work apart from well apart from the the conversations but when you for example listen to a film when you went to a cinema did you then check whether you could understand or did you identify any error where you still had to work on or 

B41:
sometimes if I’m watching a film I will try really hard at first it depends what level the film is if it’s very complicated I’ll start to loose interest so I’ll just switch off but if it’s a simpler level then I’ll enjoy it and I’ll listen to the German and then I think well that’s really good I’ve just understood a film in German but if it’s hard it’s kind of disheartening in a way in in the fact that it makes you think oh I’ve not understood that my German’s not all that good actually I have to go and improve now if I can understand a German film then it just makes you want it nosier in a way because you want to be able to understand it so in a way it does kind of encourage you because you just want to learn and learn more vocab get a bit more fluent and things 

I42:
but do you think then why you didn’t understand because of the dialect spoken or the topic was too difficult or 

B42:
yeah I think most of the time really the topic was too difficult I think sometimes well it does help if I say if I watched the film in English first of all and then watched it in German I was doing that helps 

I43:
ok now do you consciously think about your language learning what your doing how you’re doing it 

B43:
(.) laughs well do I think about my language learning I don’t say I do really I think I’ve always had the same strategies throughout my life when I’m learning I’ve always adopted these strategies and carried on using them

I44:
and do they work for you

B44:
(laughs) well I’m not too sure I’d like to think they do but maybe maybe not well supposed I’m learning a sheet of vocab I’m I’m learning and then write the German down you know cover the vocab up and then try and remember what it is in German so I like write it down on a piece of paper and test myself I think that helps 

I45:
right and you’ve always done that 

B45:
yeah

I46:
did you ever try anything else

B46:
no no I just kind of like testing myself set like little exam papers or vocab tests or something because if I’m just reading it I think it is not going in properly so I need to test myself in some way to see if it has gone in 

I47:
so you’ve got your strategies and you always had them and they work fine for you and 

B47:
=yeah

I48:
ok what do you usually do to motivate yourself 

B48:
sometimes motivation is hard to get I just think I have to do this work I have to do it and then that’s usually enough 

I49:
you just think of the deadline and (illegible) and that keeps you going ok in your first year at the university you participated in a conversation exchange it says somewhere

B49:
I think I may have signed up for it but I don’t think I ever received a conversation partner

I50:
ah right because you said somewhere you had a chance to speak to native speakers through the conversation exchange

B50:
ah right well

I51:
well it’s a long time now both at school and in your first year at university you found or you said that you found German learning German rather difficult

B51:
yeah

I52:
and especially you said that you didn’t find you didn’t feel comfortable speaking it in class and then later at university in Spanish it was a different thing you said oh I like Spanish that’s fun

B52:
well I had actually given Spanish up because I just wanted to concentrate on one language and I concentrated on German because I’d actually been doing  that longer so 

I53:
when did you give it up Spanish

B53:
after the first year well sometimes in lessons I do still feel a bit like that where I don’t feel comfortable to speak it it’s (finding the) conversation class I enjoy them because I feel comfortable with my group but say in the language classes I compare I know I shouldn’t but I constantly compared myself to other people and think is like everyone is better than me let them doing the work and they’ll get more credit for it and I it is I just don’t want to look silly you know although I don’t know as much as everybody else I do still feel like that but sometimes I meet up with a few people from the course and we talk German when we go out in our free time so I enjoy doing that then it’s just a lot more relaxed then and everything

I54:
so you loo’ like that and you make a conscious effort to actually go out and speak German

B54:
yeah 

I55:
very good now I have to come back to the project journals you didn’t really fill in much of them but you did three out of five and it seems that you didn’t spend too much time on them either you you you did like one activity and I expected you to write each time you actually did see something but my question is

B55:
I think I actually just did the projects in one go

I56:
ah right and then

B56:
I think maybe this is indicated in my work on a project one day and then another day and then another day maybe but I think I just did it in like one day or something and that’s why I only filled in one box

I57:
ah right ok and then you (looks at the journal) you did have the follow-ups that’s ok now two of them you didn’t fill in why was that

B57:
I really can’t remember I don’t know what project that was for

I58:
so maybe it was just a time problem or 

B58:
or maybe it was at the beginning and I wasn’t quite sure that we had to fill something in

I59:
well the first one I think you did fill in well anyway never mind it’s it is a long time in one of the questionnaires you say that writing the project journals only slightly improved your language learning behaviour and you I think you said that before it didn’t really do much for you at that time but now you sort of see what they’re for ok the advisory sessions you were even less positive and said no they didn’t work at all but you don’t remember them

B59:
I do remember very vaguely but I think with the projects it might be helpful to when the students begin them to explain the aim of them to explain why they’re doing them because I didn’t really understand at the time why we were doing them I think maybe to underline the aims and objectives of the portfolio work would be quite helpful just as an idea

I60:
well at that time I didn’t do it especially for my research because if I tell you what it’s for then of course I can’t ask you what it’s for right now you makee a very interesting comment in one of the questionnaires (looks for the questionnaire) you said the question was 12 do you think portfolio work should be offered for first year students in the future and then you say I think either portfolio work is a good idea as it gives people a chance to practice with all the skills although I don’t know whether it improves these skills if you work with your skills don’t you think you improve them at the same time or 

B60:
I think (that’s not really the way it should go)

I61:
it doesn’t

B61:
maybe it didn’t with me

I62:
now maybe it doesn’t I mean you can always use as you said the same strategies again and again and a) not use very good strategies and not think about them and nothing changes so yes you’re right you can actually use them and then maybe not improve but it’s that what you mean 

B62:
yeah vaguely

I63:
you did basically yeah

B63:
I think once one person has adopted their strategies that’s the way they work best so it’s hard to change the strategies even though it could be for the better  so it is good to encourage people 

I64:
that was a very very interesting statement you say once people have adopted strategies then they work best for them 

B64:
yeah I think

I65:
do they (laughs)

B65:
 (laughs) it’s well

I66:
are you sure that your strategies are the best for you

B66:
maybe not but I think once you’ve gone into the habit of using them maybe if someone said maybe you should do it like this or try it like this but there is noone to say look your strategies are are not as good maybe you should try it like that so it gives people the opportunity to identify those strategies and then maybe change them adopt new ones so that’s good

I67:
ok right I think that’s it thank you very much 

B67:
ok
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