Questionnaire 3.4. Year 2: Answers to open questions 

(for ex ab-initios, see questionnaire 3.4.3.)
	Case no.
	New

Case

No.


	1. Through participation in the portfolio project, do you think you have become more conscious of your language learning process? (E.g. do you sometimes think what kind of language learner you are or whether a learning approach is efficient etc.?)

Comments:
	2. Do you still use strategies you have learned doing the portfolio project to develop your language independently of the teacher? ( E.g. do you consciously summarise films –even in your head- to check your understanding or approach a native speaker with a specific language learning objective in mind etc.?)

Comments:
	3. Do you continue to do one or more of the learning activities you encountered during the portfolio project? (E.g. watching German news regularly or exchanging emails with a native speaker etc.)

Comments:
	4. Through participation in the portfolio project, do you think you will be more able to take full advantage of the language resources surrounding you during your year abroad, i.e. by improving your German efficiently outside formal language classes?

Comments:
	5. Do you feel motivated to improve your German outside formal language lessons during your year abroad?

Comments:
	6. In your opinion, what is the best use of staff time in an undergraduate Higher Education Language Course:

Please explain:
	

	35
	31
	Yes, a little
	Yes, sometimes
	Yes, sometimes
	Yes
	Yes
	2 c – I think it’s important for there to be formal, structure language classes so that we have something to go from and something to refer back to, but these should definitely be followed up by one-to-one sessions where each student can ask the questions they need to, get detailed feedback and discuss any problems,
	

	36
	32
	Yes, a little
	Yes, sometimes – I’m still aware of a lot of the techniques used in the film and TV projects when using these for language work now.
	Yes, sometimes – I watch a couple more news and TV programmes due to the project and am more willing to visit German websites after the Internetprojekt.
	Yes
	Yes
	2 c – Formal language classes are important to explain the technical side of things and grammar but in the end it is the students who have to learn and remember so learning strategies are also important and will help to revise material.
	

	37
	33
	Yes, a little – Through the project, I learnt more about the way I tackle certain tasks + it made me think about whether my approach was efficient enough. The projects also highlighted some grammar problems which I attempted to rectify.
	Yes, sometimes – I often find it useful to summarize texts or articles that I have read.
	Yes, sometimes – use German websites more often + feel comfortable reading the news on the internet.
	Yes – I think it is important that you just try your best and try + get your message across
	Yes – My weakness is my oral ability.
	2 a – Teaching language classes are important as everyone is at different levels but I think that individual supervisions will allow student to improve their abilities.
	

	38
	34
	Yes, a little 
	No, hardly ever
	Yes, sometimes
	Yes
	Yes – That is my main objective of the year abroad. I feel that if I can speak and understand more fluently I will do much better in my studies.
	2 c – That way you can really improve and your improvement is monitored. At the moment  your work does get corrected but there isn’t enough time to actually learn how you can do better or where exactly you are going wrong.
	

	39
	35
	[find data in questionnaire 3.4.3.]
	
	
	
	
	
	

	40
	36
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	41
	37
	Yes, a little
	No, hardly ever
	Yes, sometimes – I try and watch German television as much as possible in order to improve my listening as well as pronunciation skills. I also try to read German Magazines whenever I have enough time.
	Yes – The projects made me more aware of the language resources available in the university.
	Yes – I want to improve my language skills and find watching television and reading magazines as an efficient and effective way of doing this.
	2 c – I do not find language classes alone to be an effective way of language learning. I find it a lot more helpful to discuss certain mistakes and how these can be avoided as well as grammar learning. I think Independent language learning is also very important and should be supervised to ensure that it is done.
	

	42
	38
	[find data in questionnaire 3.4.3.]
	
	
	
	
	
	

	43
	39
	Yes, very much so – The portfolio work gave me the opportunity to start studying on my own – making me more aware of my language progress instead of relying on lecturers etc to verify the work I had completed.
	Yes, often – I have found the skills I learnt through doing the portfolio project have been useful to me in my study of French, German and Spanish. Tips on revision and vocabulary learning were especially useful.
	Yes, often – Yes, I try to watch at least one programme a week per language. I find reading the newspapers more daunting than watching the news bulletin. It is good to see how my language skills are improving as I become more confident and can understand more of what is being said, without having to think abut it all of the time.
	Yes – Through ‘immersion’ in the language in the language lab ( e.g. watching TV, reading and speaking etc) I feel that this will be helpful when we are in the ‘real’ immersion environment. I think it will also lessen the culture shock, if you are used to say, watching the news in French and are familiar with programme layouts, presenters etc. Just one less thing to think about!
	Yes – I feel it is important to learn real German, not just text book German. I have been trying to speak German at every opportunity with a native speaker. I think it is important to keep practising your skills as it all pretty much comes down to confidence. You never made any advances without making mistakes, right?
	2 c – I think it is important to build up relationships with the teaching staff before you are able to speak to them openly and honestly about how you feel about language acquisition, as this is usually a very personal thing. Admitting that you’re wrong can also be a daunting thing so I think it is important that you build on relationships in class to be able to accurately evaluate your progress as a linguist. The formal language classes give you the opportunity to learn new skills and share ideas and then the supervision sector gives you a chance to hone and perfect these skills.
	

	44
	40
	Yes, a little – Through self-analysis one becomes more conscious of language-learning processes that one uses well or not so well.
	No, hardly ever
	No, hardly ever
	Yes
	Yes
	2a – Sometimes, after a piece of work has been marked, general mistakes are covered as a group in class, but ‘individual supervisions’ to explain specific mistakes for each person would be very useful (especially if followed up with grammar exercise relevant to the mistakes of each individual).
	

	45
	41
	No, not very much
	Yes, sometimes
	Yes, sometimes – I try to watch German TV whenever I have some free time.
	Yes
	Yes – I think the year abroad will be more beneficial to me from the speaking aspect than the language lessons. I really want to improve my speaking.
	2 b – I think help with independent language learning would be useful. It would be interesting to know about different learning processes as I am not aware of that many and tend to use the same method all the time.

It would help us to evaluate our own leaning.
	

	46
	42
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	47
	43
	Yes, a little
	Yes, sometimes
	Yes, often
	Yes
	Yes – Through my language courses I have gained enough confidence + motivation to go on my year abroad and use + practice my German more to gain a higher proficiency of the language.
	2 c – I think that it is important to have the teaching language classes available but support through individual supervisions is very helpful. Grammar + language mistakes are inevitable so help with that is good but new leaning processes are always useful too, in order to use our time and skills to the best of our ability.
	

	48
	44
	Yes, a little – In learning approach – I try to conceive and formulate my arguments in German, rather than in English then translating into German.
	Yes, sometimes – In relation to essay writing
	No, never
	No – sure this can be attributable to participation in the portfolio project
	Yes
	2 c – One of the skills one should acquire at university is the ability to conduct one’s own learning and research. Over-emphasis on teaching language classes is inconsistent with this aim.

Classes are necessary to the extent that they are leess labour intensive, and they stimulate debate and exchange of ideas amongst students.

Other aims, such as practice speaking the language, a) and b) above etc., can be more efficiently (with reference to the student’s learning experience, not the university’s staffing budget!) achieved in individual or small group supervisions. The learning process is accelerated as the time with the tutor is spent identifying and addressing that student’s particular weaknesses. It forces the student to actively participate in the learning process, as he is unable to hide among the crowd.

I firmly believe though that all teaching should  e done in the language of study. Where it concerns very complex grammatical rules etc.  rather than explaining in English, the tutor should explain as simply as possible in the language of study.

It is an undeniable truth that one learns a foreign language best when one is in the environment where it is constantly spoken, for example by living in that country. I don’t see why some tutors persist to teach in English – maybe they know someone who learnt more German studying at university in England for a year, than someone who studied in Germany for a year.
	

	50
	45
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	51
	46
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	52
	47
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	53
	48
	Yes, a little
	No, hardly ever
	Yes, sometimes
	Yes
	Yes
	2 c – I think more focus on speaking + listening woud be good – maybe involved with more native speakers (perhaps informal speaking classes)- encouraging us to use the resources in the language library – discussing different approaches to vocabulary learning would be useful.
	

	54
	49
	Yes, very much so
	Yes, sometimes
	No, hardly ever
	Yes
	Yes – I’m really looking forward to mixing with germans [sic!] and doing normal, everyday things but all in German! Cinema, going for lunch etc.
	2 c -  It needs to be a combination of a & b because although discussing mistakes is very important, I actually found that, longterm, discussing learning approaches/strategies was far more beneficial to me.

It’s not something I had examined before.
	

	55
	50
	No, not very much – I don’t often think of what kind of learner I am, but that I should be more CONSCIENTOUS. 
	No, hardly ever 
	Yes, sometimes – I often watch German news/TV etc when I am in the TV room of the language library.
	Yes
	Yes
	2 c – I find it useful to be able to interact & practise my speaking skills in addition to listening to the ‘teacher’.

Seeing/discussing mistakes iss also v. important as it helps me check through my work & identify my own mistakes.
	

	56
	51
	[find data in questionnaire 3.4.3.]
	
	
	
	
	
	

	57
	52
	Yes, very m… - I didn’t really think about such things before starting my portfolio project.
	Yes, somet… – I try to do this, but sometimes I lack the time/energy to do it.
	No, hardly…– I should watch the German news. Etc. and I have v. good intentions, but they never came to fruition.
	Yes – I am now more aware of the resources available to me.
	Yes – Yes, that is my whole aim whilst I’m abroad to improve more + more, and come back speaking fluently, like a native.
	2 a – I think it’s important that we not only spend time learning in class, but that extra time is spent trying to improve our language skills outside of class. I think Independent learning is a vital part of a degree.
	

	58
	53
	Yes, very m… - I have become more aware of the many processes there are towards language learning and feel now that I have more options available to me.
	Yes, somet. – I still have old newspapers, used in A-level studies, which I still use to develop my proficiency in German, and have used film this semester also.
	Yes, somet… - I make good use of the German channel available to students in the language library as part of my learning.
	Yes – as I will be expected to be more independent with regards my studies abroad, I feel the portfolio work has helped me to take advantage of various resources.
	Yes – Through everyday life, eg. In shops, public transport,  general conversation to aid learning.
	2 c – It is important to balance learning, ie. Developing language skills through taught classes and also developing the skills  necessary to master the language
	

	59
	54
	No, not v. m…- Due to my laziness I did not take full advantage of this time. My portfolio project was more rushed – however the feedback was great & I was pointed into the right direction.
	Yes, somet… - I so look at films &  analize [sic!] the language which is being used. At work I have the chance to practice German with customers & people with whom I work & occasionally I do ask why (?)
	No, hardly … - Hardly ever is a reflection on my grades for German. I believe that if I had have practiced my new found skills I’d be a better German speaker for it.
	Yes – I developed an interest for German films & they are a good source of help.
	Yes – It is a great opportunity to improve upon that which I have already learnt -  I am eager to gain an improved level of fluency.
	2 – I believe that everyone is an individual, therefore we all have prevered [sic!] methods. One on one teaching enables students to gain more help, which ultimately helps with the language.
	

	60
	55
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


