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ABSTRACT

This thesis sets out to examine the nature and functions of six of the
principal civil administrative departments of the 01d Kingdom. It also
studies the men who held the highest offices in each of these
departments. The subject 1is approached using the evidence available
from the memphite region of Egypt, the administrative centre of the
country for the Old Kingdom. Material from the provinces, principally

those of Upper Egypt, is compared with that of the memphite region. The
method used is to examine the dating of all 173 identified holders of

these offices, so as to place them in an accurate chronological order,
and then to establish conclusions based initially on the analyses of the
different types of titles they held. These findings are complemented by
an examination of all other 0ld Kingdom evidence relevant to these
administrative departments.

The material forming the basis of the thesis is culled mainly from
the tombs of the officials holding the titles under study; other sources
are used as appropriate. Most of this information has been taken from
published work, but particular unpublished archives have been utilised
and attempts made to examine the original material wherever possible.

The thesis shows that although the general structure of the
administration of the 0ld Kingdom is superficially similar throughout a
period of nearly 400 years, there were many changes in the classes of
individuals who occupied the offices and also in the number of offices
themselves. 1In particular, major changes can be observed at three

points, the end of the fourth dynasty, the early fifth dynasty and the
later fifth dynasty. The nature of these reforms has now become clear.

For example, the process of the gradual withdrawal of the royal family
from high state office at the end of the fourth dynasty was carried out
by promoting officials of non-royal birthj;O'work.alongside+the:members

of the royal family, whose role then gradually diminished and
disappeared in the early fifth dynasty.

Other topics discussed include the location of the burials of the
officials studied, and it appears that this is not generally as

haphazard as is often supposed. The 0l1d Kingdom false door or tomb
stela 1s examined in some depth to ascertain its use as a dating
criterion, and a simple typology of these objects has been built up.
There 1s no real evidence that the officials who ran the system in
the 01d Kingdom ever found themselves in a position where their power
rivalled that of the king. The balance of power in the upper levels of

the administration was not one of the causes of the decline and eventual
collapse of the 0ld Kingdom.
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INTRODUCTION

A group of the highest civil and administrative titles form the aspects
of the memphite administration of the 0l1d Kingdom chosen for study in
this thesis. Previous studies of the adminstrative system of this
period have concentrated on the nature and functions of the lower
ranking officials rather than the higher; there have been no works
devoted principally to such offices as that of the vizier or the
overseer of works. The desire to fill this gap has resulted in the
present work.

The term "memphite" is used to refer to the central administration
of the period based in the capital city of Memphis; this is to be
contrasted with the provincial administration that developed in the
course of the 0ld Kingdom. The officials whose monuments provide the
bulk of the material used in this study were all buried in what may be
termed the cemeteries of Memphis, comprising principally the sites of
Giza and Saqgara, and to a lesser extent Meydum, Dahshur and Abu Roash.

The selected titles cover five important areas of the

administration of the 0l1ld Kingdom: the 1legal system, the scribal

bureaucracy, the organisation of 1labour and of the granaries and
treasuries. To these must be added the supreme office in the land, that
of the vizier. One chapter 1is devoted to each of these areas. The
methods followed in each are similar, so as to examine the titles from
similar standpoints.

Dating 1s clearly of central importance to a study confined as this
is to one particular period. The first part of this work was originally

intended to summarise the dating criteria to be used in the



prosopographical section. This has since been augmented by an

examination of the potential of the false door for the purposes of

dating; many criteria thus obtained have not been analysed or
consistently applied before.

The Prosopography aims to list the titles and discuss the dates of
all known 0ld Kingdom officials who bear one or more of the titles
forming the principal part of this work. Although such a collection of
material can never be truly exhaustive, every effort has been made to
secure reasonably complete data for all these officialsy in addition to
published material, the original monuments themselves have been
consulted where possible. In particular, the records of the Harvard-
Boston excavations at Giza have been examined, as well as the actual
remains visible at Saqqara and Giza, complemented by those in the Cairo

Museum.

Much of the data analysis and arrangement of this work has been

carried out with the aid of computers. The retrieval of information in
the form of names, dates and titles has been accomplished with the use
of the University of Liverpool's ICL 1906S and IBM 4341 machines, the

programs for which were prepared by the author using the language ALGOL

68. A summary of the method may be found in the author's paper 'An
Application of Information Retrieval and Analysis in Egyptology', in

the Proceedings of the 1982 Computer Applications 1in Archaeolog

Conference (Birmingham 1982). The final version of this thesis has been

produced with the aid of the SCRIPT text-processing package, and
transferred for final editing and printing to a Rank Xerox 860 word-

processor.

The methods of production have required that some of the

conventions normally used in Egyptian transliteration be modified.




Words in transliteration have been emphasised by the use of bolding. For
typographical simplicity the transliterations i and ' have been used in
place of £ and €. The listings of titles forming part of the entry for
each officlal in the prosopography and which are also to be found as
tables in the later chapters do not always follow the precise order of
the Egyptian Alphabet. This is as a result of the use of a computer in
the compilation of such lists, as the effort expended in producing the
elaborate encoding to obtain the required effect would not be repaid. It
1s hoped that no information is unduly inaccessible. The Indices are,
however, arranged in the correct order.

Unless indicated otherwise, numbers in brackets following names of
officials refer to the reference numbers assigned to them in the

Prosopography (Part I1I).



PART 1

DATING CRITERIA




CHAPTER 1

General Datins Criteria.

The general use of dates such as 'fourth dynasty', 'fifth dynasty' and

SO on is frequent and perhaps permissable when the scope of the work
in question is a large part of Egyptian History. In a study devoted

to the 0l1d Kingdom alone, an attempt must be made to pinpoint the

dates of individual officials and monuments. On occasions when this

has been carried out, the results are encouraging.1

There are a number of criteria to which one may refer for help in

the dating of 0ld Kingdom officials and thelir monuments. Many of

these have been summarised by Baer, notably the use of the title z3

nzwt, the problems of the occurrences of royal names, and tomb archi-

tecture and location. His account is recommended as a general exposi-

2

tion of this subject.”™ Some additional comment may be offered on his

criteria, and some further ones discussed.

A. Chronology.

For the length and order of the reigns of kings, the figures in the

Turin Canon are generally accepted without comment, as this document

forms the basis of the overall chronological structure of Egyptian

1. For example, the dating of the 'princes! at Dahshur by Schmitz
(K8nigssohn, 141-58) and that of r'-wr at Saqgara by el-Fikey (The
Tomb of the Vizier Re-wer at Saqqara, 44-6).

2. Rank and Title, U44-51.,




History before the New'Kingdom.3 The chronology adopted in this work

may be found in table 1, which is based on a summing of the approxi-

mate lengths of all the reigns, assuming that there are no rulers of
the 01d Kingdom whose identitlies have yet to be discovered.

The reading of eleven years for the reign of Neweserre 1in the
Turin Canon follows that of Gardiner in his publication of that papy-
rus. A figure of perhaps ten years 1is given for the reign of
Neferirkare on the basis of the unfinished state of his pyramid com-
plex. The short reigns given in the Turin Canon for the minor fourth
dynasty kings are included, although the existence of a reign between
those of Shepseskaf and Weserkaf cannot be proven from the monﬁments.

The other contentious point is the 1length of the reigns of Tetl
and Pepy 1. The total fof both, arrived at by deducting the better-
known reign lengths and the total for dynasties seven and eight from
the Turin Canon figure of 181 years for dynasties six to eight, 1is
perhaps about sixty years. In the Canon, the-year figure for Teti is
destroyed, while that of Pepy I is given as twenty. The highest
cattle-counts known for each king are respectively ranpt m-ht zp 6u and
rnpt:m-gp Zp 25.5 The latter is the only known example of a king hav-
ing more cattle-counts than years in the Turin Canon, and as such 1s
probably an error. Alternatively, the apparent gap between  the
entries for the two kings in the latter papyrus may have furnished an
explanation for this discrepancy. At the risk of interpreting the
cattle-counts too rigidly, these figures may perhaps indicate reigns

of about twelve years for Teti and forty-five to fifty for Pepy I.

3. Gardiner, The Royal Canon of Turin, passim. ,
4, Anthes, Die Felsinschriften von Hatnub, pl. 9.
5. Urk. I, 95.




The standpoint adopted here as to the usefulness of cattle-counts

found on contemporary monuments is that the period between them was

sometimes one year, sometimes two and sometimes perhaps even longer.
As far as the Egyptians were concerned, the dates of these countings
of the cattle were well-known, and the fact that they were not always
conducted at regular intervals was not important. As such, their use-
fulness for precise dating is somewhat 1imited.6

The same is true for the sd festivals, known for the reigns of
ntry-ht (Djoser), Neweserre, Djedkare, Pepy I and Pepy II. It cannot
certainlyfbe shown that the thirty year period often found in later

times was strictly observed, and so their use is also limit.ed.7

B. Other sttems of Dating.

There have been but two serious attempts to establish systematic cri-
teria for dating monuments of the 0ld Kingdom. Baer has attempted to
show that a relatively standardised system of ranking (or ordering) of
titles on a monument was established in the early fifth dynasty and
continued to the end of the 0ld Kingdom. Within that period, the sys-
tem was changed from time to time, and because of these changes,

reflected in the order of the titles in (usually) funerary inscrip-

tions, the titularies of many officials show characteristics of vari-
ous periods, and many of those who antedate or postdate this system
will not fit any of these periods. To establish the basic ranking
charts for the 0ld Kingdom, a number of reasonably well-dated offi-

cials were chosen, each of a slightly different date and whose title

sequences were not similar. This set of sequences is used as a basis

6. The Egyptian term translated 'cattle-count' is here read as rnpt
Zp, Iirrespective of what it may have been at later periods (see Edel,
JNES 8 (1949), 35-9).

7. cf Hornung-Staelhin, Studien zum Sedfest, 62-5, 82.



Table 1

0ld Kingdom Chronology adopted in this Work.

King Approximate Dates B.C.
Sneferu 2540-2517
Khufu 2516-249Y4
Djedefre 2493-2486
Khafre - 2485-2463
7?Nebka/Wehemka? 2462
Menkaure ‘ 2461-244Y
Shepseskaf 2443-.2440
7?77 21439-2438
Weserkaf 2437=-2431
Sahure 2430-2419
Neferirkare Kakai 2418-2409 7
Shepseskare Izi 2408-2402
Neferefre 2401
Neweserre Ini 2400-2388 7
Menkauhor Ikauhor 2387-2379
Djedkare Izezi 2378-2351
Wenis 2350-2320
Teti 2321=2305 ?
Neferzahor/ Meryre Pepy I 2304-2262 7
Merenre Nemtyemzaf I 2261-2255
Neferkare Pepy II 2256-2167
Merenre Nemtyemzaf II 2166 ?
Dynasties Seven to Eight 2165-2141
Beginning of Dynasty Nine 2140

for the period in which they lived. To these were added further simi-

lar examples which enabled these periods to be defined more closely.8
Apart from the problems of this system outlined by Baer,9 there

are two objections of a methodological nature. The first concerns his

8- Baer’ OP. Cit-’ 221-"0-
9- ODoe Cit-’ 10"'121



base charts for the different periods.10 Particular criticism can be
made of the choice of k3i (136) and m3-nfr (54) for this purpose.
Little of the evidence Baer gives concerning k3i 1ls conclusive enough
for him to be allotted a reasonably certain date,11 and the choice of

m3-nfr for his period VIF appears to be almost arbitrary.12

Baer has perhaps also attempted to be too precise in the spans of
time he gives to each period. It 1s logical to expect that there

would be a certain amount of overlap between the various periods as

the new sequences took effect, but it is a little dangerous to propose
actual year limits, even though they are only estimates. This 1is par-

ticularly true for the long and (as far as dates are concerned) rela-

tively poorly-documented reign of Pepy I1I. The dates of change in
13

these periods can only be very approximate.
The second problem is that of the extent of agreement between the

charts of individual officials and the base ones. One may sometimes
question the assignation of tombs to certain periods, as the ranking

charts of some officials belong no more to the period suggested by

Baer than to another.1u

The work of Kanawati is based upon the premise that people of a

similar class at a similar time would have had tombs of broadly simi-

lar area. If area is directly connected with wealth, which would vary
at different periods in the 0ld Kingdom, such a thesis mnust then

assume that everyone would put exactly the same proportion of thelr

10. op. ecit., 224,

11. op. cit., 138-9 (505).

12. op. cit., 77 (171), where the date is initially given as VI?.

13. This problem is 1illustrated by the doubt placed on the time of
the change from period VB to VC (in the reign of Djedkare) as a result
of recent work on the tomb of sndm-ib; inti (see the prospography
(120) for more detail).

14, In this context one may quote the examples discussed in the pro-
sopography below of ihy (15) and 'nh-m-'-k3i (31).
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wealth into their tomb, and does not take into account the possibility

that preparation for death might well have been more important to one
man than to another, rather as size of house nowadays does not auto-
matically reflect the owner's income and wealth.

As his basic criterion is tomb area,. only those officials whose
tombs are adequately preserved could be included. A large number of
men are thereby removed from consideration. These men are divided
into four categories: viziers and high, middle and low officials. By
assigning dates to a number of officials in each class, a graph may be
drawn showing the fluctuation of tomb size in the 01d Kingdom.
Further officials may be dated by attempting to fit their tomb areas
onto the relevant graph.

Unlike Baer, Kanawati does not include an individual discussion of

the date for most of his officials, including a number who are placed
on his graphs.15 In consequence, one is unable to verify some of the
arguments. A more serious criticism is that nowhere does.he explain
how the groups of titles which are given as characteristic of each of
his classes of official have been obtained. It would also seem that
there are a large number of men of the same class but with different
tomb sizes from the same reign, for example the higher officials of

that of Djedkare.16

Consequently it may well be asked as to whether
there really is any consistent pattern apparent, if supposedly similar
officialé of the same date had widely differing.tomb sizes.

A further problem arises from the method of plotting tomb sizes on

a graph using quite exact datings and then deducing comparable exam-
ples: if these dates should be questioned and altered, not only does

the graph have to be changed, but so do the conclusions about the

15. Egyptian Administration, 15-34.
16- OE- Cit.’ 19-21'
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dates of other officials based on it.

It would seem then that the study of the change in size of private

tombs in the 01ld Kingdom should not be too closely associated with the
dating of these tombs. A system of ranking titles, however, must

surely have been a feature of many official transactions and also such
an accepted part of the officials' titularies that personal whim had

perhaps less effect on the order when the titles were inscribed in a

tomb chapel, except that the owner might occasionally repeat one par-
ticular title of which he was especially proud. Baer's method seems

more likely than Kanawati's to reflect different systems at different

dates, although its use is perhaps hindered by the similarity between

the title sequences of some periods and the doubts voiced about the

basis for the existence of others.17

For the present purposes, Baer's dates will be referred to where

necessary; as for Kanawati, the text will only refer to his archaeolo-

gical discussions when it is felt that a valid point has been made.

Ce Rozal Names.

An occurrence of the name of a king alone or as part of a title or

building name should only be taken as a terminus ante quem non for

18 19

dating purposes. This matter is discussed by Baer = and Junker, and

there is indeed 1little that can be added to this, particularly with

regard to temple titles. The expression Iim3hw hr (king) 1is however

considered to show that the man in question was actually contemporary

with the named ruler. There 1s some evidence that this might not

17. The extent to which the Egyptians would adhere to a systematic
arrangement is unknown, although James has perhaps accredited the peo-
ple of the 0ld Kingdom with less ability for systematic behaviour than
they deserve (review of Baer in JAOS 83 (1963), 119-20).

18. Rank and Title, 45-7.

19. Junker, Giza XII, 19-23.
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always be the case.” " Further examples of the same phrase in connec-

tion with Wenis where the owner is obviously the later of the two have

21

been found near the pyramid of that king, and it is perhaps possible

that such a feature was confined to certain kings (perhaps indeed only

to Wenis) whose cults lasted well beyond the 01d Kingdom. This is

preferable to using these examples to cast doubt on all other occur-

rences of this phrase.

D. Genealogies.

The information available for establishing relationships in the 01d
Kingdom is rather sparse, and it may be contrasted with that available
for the Middle and New Kingdoms, where representations and enumera-
tions of whole families are not uncommon. Because of the commonness

of many Old Kingdom private names, it is a dangerous matter to attempt
to 1link individuals from different tombs. Most of the genealogies
noted in the following pages have been established before, and new

ones are only proposed when there is a good degree of similarity of

site, titles, style, tomb design and, of course, names.22

The separation in date of two generations of the same family is an
unknown quantity. The figure of twenty to twenty-five years 1s here

adopted as perhaps an average figure, although in many cases this will

be far too short or long.23

With regard to royal genealogies, the view of Junker 1is followed,

that, 1in the fourth and fifth dynasties, only the presence of titles

with the epithet n iti.f in the titulary of an official is indicative

20, For one example see Baer, op. cit., 44-5, with regard to Wenis.

21. Altenmiiller, SAK 1 (1974), 1-19.

22. One such example is the probable relationship between k3i-m-tnnt
(146) and 'nh-izzi (26).

23. This follows Bierbrier, The Late New Kingdom in Egypt, xvi.
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of true royal filiation; his discussion 1s now supplemented by that

of Schmitz.25

24. Giza II, 31=4,
25. K8nigssohn, 58-64,
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CHAPTER 2

The Use of False Doors and other features of Tomb Design for Dating.

General Introduction.

For many of the officials studied here, the dates arrived at by the
use of standard criteria summarised in chapter 1 do not provide a
close period of time to which they may be assigned. The frequent
survival of the false door of many officials suggests their use as a

possible criterion for dating by establishing dates for the appearance

and development of certain well-defined physical features based on
securely dated examples. The principal among these are the cornice
and torus moulding, the jambs, the panel, the lintels and architraves,
and several 1lesser features as well as the use of offering lists.
Associated topics are the position of the false door in relation to
the rest of the tomb, and the types of tomb-chapel in which particular

classes of false door appear.

Previous work on false doors has generally concentrated on broad

details of their development. The principal study in this context 1is

1

by Rusch, the major drawback of which 1is the use of many dates which

1. ZAS 58 (1923), 101-24, wused as the basis of the categorisation
in Vandier, Manuel II i, 389-431.
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are very vague and are noWw no longer regarded as valid. Other

2 3 I

accounts are by Reisner, and Hassan.

Badawy, The account of Badawy

is much concerned with the function and general development of the

door, and in this context one may add studies by'Muller-,5 Junker',6 and
[

Fischer,  particularly with reference to its relationship to the

stela.

The very recent work on the 0ld Kingdom false door by Wiebach (Die

altdgyptische Scheintlir) is again principally devoted to the overall

development, functions and locations of the door, as well as the sta-
tus of its owners. The section on dating is brief (pages 17-21), and
consists of a critique of Rusch's system, with the conclusion that
this produces useful criteria on only a few points. Wiebach makes no

attempt to date carefully many specific features of false doors, but

1s agaln content to describe them in general terms.

' False doors will here be discussed 1in two groups, those coming
from the necropolis of Saqgara and those from Giza. Examples from
Dahshur seem to be closely related to those from Saggara and will con-
sequently be considered as part of that group.8 Such a division is

employed because of the obvious differences between examples from both

9

groups, which have already been recognised.” To quote but two examples

of such differences: 1in the fourth dynasty, very different chapel

10

types are evident at the two sites; secondly, the false door with

2. Giza I, 330-44, 372-9.

3. ASAE 49 (1949), 213-43.

4, Giza V, 65-180, concentrating on doors from his own excavations.

5. MDAIK U4 (1933), 165-206.

6. Giza II, 4-19.

7. Dendera, 57-65.

8. For example, those of dw3-r' (Cairo, CG 1389), ny-'nh-snfrw (de
Morgan, Dahchour II, fig. 27) and ini-snfrw-istf (id. ib., fig. 9).

9. Wiebach, op. cit, 19, with references.

10. Compare the plans of the chapels of mtn (LD, Text I, 142) and
h'f-hwfw I (Simpson, Giza Mastabas III, fig. 19).
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torus moulding and cornice appears at Saqgara in the early fifth

dynasty,11 but is not found at Giza until the reign of Wenis, and then

only occasionally.12

Terminolosx.

Figure 1 presents the terms as used here to describe the principal
elements of a false door. Three particular points require further
explanation: 'CORNICE' indicates the cavetto cornice to be found above
the architraves of doors, although a second is occasionally found
within the outer one. 'TORUS' or 'TORUS MOULDING!' indicates the roll
around the outer edges of the door intended to represent original fib-
rous binding. It is always found in conjunction with a cornice. The

terms 'ONE-JAMB DOOR', 'TWO-JAMB DOOR!' and 'THREE-JAMB DOOR' describe

a false door with respectively one, two or three pairs of jambs.

11. That of pr-sn, reign of Sahure (Petrie-Murray, Memphite Tomb
Chapels, pl. IX).

12. That of sndm-ib; inti (Mariette, Mastabas, 505-7).



Figure 1t A false door with names of its Principal Parts.
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Key to Parts:
1. Cornice 2. Torus
3. Panel 4, Apertures
5. Jambs 6. Architrave

T. Lintel 8. Central Niche
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Section I: False Doors from Sagqgara.

The study of examples from this site will be built around a base list
of reasonably well-dated examples (Table 2). These examples may be
dated using criteria other than those derived from features of false
doors. Most of these officials will be discussed below in the proso-
pography; some, however, do not bear titles to be discussed in this
study and consequently will not appear there. These are mtn, gry,
pr-sn *, ny-'nh-shmt *, pth-Spss * (fifth dynasty), hnmw-htp, nfr,
k3h3i, nfr-s§m~ptg, shntyw, irw-k3-pth, hmt-r*, and pth-3pss * (sixth
dynasty). For those marked ¥, the dates of Baer may be consulted.13
Of the others, general stylistic features cause mtn and gry to be
dated to the fourth dynasty, while hnmw-htp to irw-k3-pth were buried
in the area of Saqgara that was later to be occupied by the causeway
of the pyramid of Wenis. Although the causeway did not pass over the

tombs of nfr and k3h3i, it is perhaps likely that no more tombs were

14

built in the immediate area following this construction. They all

may thus be dated to the period mid-fifth dynasty to the reign of

Wenis. The cartouches of Wenis and Teti give an approximate date for

hmt-r'. In discussion of specific points, the doors in this list will

be augmented with less well-dated examples that illustrate the fea-

tures in question. At the end of each sub-section, a 1list will be

given of the officials to be discussed below in the prosopographical
section in whose cases the particular feature has been useful in help-

ing to decide a date.

13. All references to Rank and Title: pr-sn 72 (144), ny-'nh-shmt 86
(221), ptp-gpss (fifth dynasty) 75-6 (164), pth-3pss (sixth dynasty)
76-7 (168).

14, Moussa-Altenmiiller, Nyanchchnum, 44-5,
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Table 2

List of Well-dated False Doors from Saqgara.

Date/ Owners Published Source
Early Y
mtn LD II, 3.

Mid-late 4

mry Assemblage of parts, Fischer, Varia,
28, fig. 1.
Sry Lower part, Cairo, CG 1384;

Mariette, Mastabas, 92-4.
Upper part, Lepsius, Auswahl, Taf. IX upper.

Sahure
pr-sn ¥ Petrie-Murray, Memphite Tomb Chapels, pl. IX.
ny-'nh-shat Cairo, CG 1482.
Neferirkare
‘H3§-Ptb Mariette, Mastabas, 267-T1;
Mogensen, Inscriptions Hieroglyphiques du
Musée National de Copenhague, pl. X-XI.
Neweserre
pth-Spss BM Stelae I°, pl. XVII. ‘

Mid 5 to Menkauhor

ph-n-wi-k3i * LD II, 48.
ntr-wsr Murray, Saqqara Mastabas I, pl. XX.
hnmw-htp Moussa-Altenmiiller, Nyanchchnum, abb. 26.
nfr and k3h3i id., The Tomb of Nefer and Ka-hay,
pl. 28-9, 32, 36, 39.
D jedkare
pth-htp I * Murray, op. cit., pl. VIII;

Hassan, Saqqara II, fig. 13.



Date/ Owners
nfr-sSm-pth * )
shntyw ¥ )
irw-k3-pth * )

Wenis

'nh-1zzi *

3ht-htp *

Late 5

pth-htp II *

Early 6 = Teti
k3i-gmni *

nfr-ssm-r' *

s3bw; ibbi *

nfr-ssm-pth *
hmt-r* *
mrrw-k3i *
Early Pepy I
nfr-s§m~ptg *
hnty-k3i *

mhw ¥

Mid-late Pepy 1
ptp-gbss *

rf-wr *

mry-tti *

zzl *

Table 2 (Continued)

m

Published Source

Moussa-Junge, Two Tombs
of Craftsmen, illustr. 1=3.

Mariette, Mastabas, 191.

Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep 1I,
pl. XXVIII-IX.

Paget-Pirie, Ptah-hetep, pl. XXXIV.

von Bissing, Die Mastaba des Gemnikai II,
pl. XXXIV.

Capart, Rue de Tombeaux, pl. XI.

Cairo, CG 15653
Mariette, Mastabas, 412-5

Capart, op. c¢it., pl. XCIV.

Hassan, Saqqara III, fig. 2, pl. 1l.

Duell, Mereruka II, pl. 107.

Unpublished (Door in later rooms).

James, Khentika, pl. XIX, XI1I.

Saad, ASAE 40 (1940), pl. LXXXI.

Murray, op. cit., pl. XXVIII.

el-Fikey, The Tomb of the Vizier Re'-wer
at Saqqara, pl. 5, 9, 21.

Unpublished (son of mrrw-k3i).

Mariette, Mastabas, 420.

20



Table 2 (Continued)

Merenre-early Pegx I1

mrri ¥ Hassan, Saqqgara III, fig.. 17b.
'nh-mry-r' ¥ Unpublished (son of mhw).
Mid Pepy II
hnmw-htp * Jéquier, Pepi II, III, fig. 63.

ny-hb-sd-nfr-k3-r' * id. ib., fig. 60.
tti * | id. ib., fig. 70.

* indicates false door with cornice and torus moulding.

21
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Ch. 2.1.A: Cornice

A. The Cornice and Torus Moulding.

The presence or absence of these features is perhaps the most obvious

difference between many false doors. Rusch used it as the basis of
his system of differentiation,15 as did Wiebach.16 The latter has pro-

vided a discussion of this feature, its date of appearance and its

meaning.17

Only the date of its appearance is relevant to the present discus-
sion. Wiebach has noted that it appears first in the early to middle

18

fifth dynasty in both royal and private contexts. -~ In her list appear

several examples, the dating of which cannot yet be closely ascer-
tained (ty, for example). Turning to table 2, the earliest example
with a cornice and/or torus is that of pr-sn (not included by Wiebach)

of the reign of Sahure or slightly later. From the time of ph-n-wi-
k3i onwards almost all the well-dated examples exhibit a torus and

cornipe, the only exceptions being those of hnmw-htp, nfr and k3h3i.
These men are of‘much lower rank than most of the others, and it would
thus seem that this newer type of false door was at first reserved
only for the most important officials (its appearance with nfr-sSm-
pth, sgptyw and irw-k3-pth from the same group of tombs probably indi-
cates that they were the latest tombs in this group). The owner of

the earliest example (pr-sn) must thus have been particularly favoured

15. ZAS 58 (1923), 106 ff, 113 ff, Taf. A, B.
16. Scheintiir, 8.
17. op. cit., 128-41,

| 18- OE- Citi’ 133"‘5!
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to have had such a door at this early date.

In the sixth dynasty, the addition of a torus and cornice may be
considered as the norm. Before this date it was very much an indica-
tion of the importance or favoured status of an individual.19

This feature has been of assistance in deciding dates for:

'nh-m-*-k3i (31) k3i (136) k3i-m-snw (144)

B. The Numberz Arrangement and Decoration of the Jambs.

The earliest examples in .table 2 are most closely related to the deep

niche as found in the third dynasty:20 in the niche of mtn, there 1s a
large difference in depth between the panel and the figures on the
walls of the chapel. It is 1likely that this original arrangement of
the niche and walls either side of it gradually developed into the
false door with two pairs of jambs. 1In the example of mtn, the fig-
ures on the outer level of the niche face away from the centre, but
the slightly later examples of mry and §ry show them facing towards
it. The outer figures of mtn and mry are larger than the inner ones.
In all cases the figures are surmounted by columns of inscription.
Thus the two-=jamb door had evolved by the end of the fourth dynasty.
The early fifth dynasty doors of pr-sn, ny-'nh-shmt and'w3§-ptb
all exhibit two jambs in an arrangement which becomes regular. An
undecorated false door with two jambs seems to have been situated in

21

the mortuary temple of Neferirkare at Abusir. The decoration of the

jambs of pr-sn is different from that of the other two examples (and

19. Wiebach has arrived at a similar conclusion, op. cit., 134.

20. For example, that of h'-b3w-zkr (Cairo, CG 1385; Murray, Saqqgqara
Mastabas I, pl. I).
21. Borchardt, Neferirkare, 31, Abb. 33.
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from most doors of the fifth and sixth dynasties) in that the inner

jambs feature several small registers with figures of his family.
Members of the families of ny-'nh-shmt and fw3§-pty appear on their
false doors but in conjunction with the large figure of the deceased.

The door of ph-n-wi-k3i, which has cornice and torus, has three
Jambs of varying width, only one pair of which bears a figure of the
deceased. The inner ones bear elements of a palace-facade panelling
design. That of ntr-wsr has two Jjambs without figures of the
deceased. The inscriptions on each jamb, unlike the earlier examples,
are of an even length, that is, they all terminate at the same dis-
tance from the bottom of the false door. The inscriptions on the door
are all of similar length, although the arrangement in single columns
1s unusual.

The doors of the high officials of the reign of Djedkare and later
(pth-htp I, ‘'nh-izzi, 3ht-htp and pth-htp IT) all exhibit  Jamdb
inscriptions of even length, with a figure of the deceased at the bot-
tom of each. The doors of the two viziers pth-htp I and 3ht-htp have

three Jambs, the others two. pth-htp II unusually replaced the normal

standing figure on the outer jambs with representations of himself
carried in a palanquin and seated 1in a booth; nfr-sfm-r' is also

seated in a booth on the inner left Jjamb of his false door.

The false doors of hnmw-htp, nfr and k3h3i are however unlike
these., The inner jambs are very wlde and contain a 1large figure of
the deceased (not unlike the style of the earlier part of the
dynasty), but the outer jamb is narrow with one column of inscription
only which reaches to the bottom of the door.

It is apparent in the fifth dynasty that as the cornice and torus

were introduced, the inscriptions, size and decoration of the jambs of
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false doors became more regular: the length of the texts became even
and the figures of the deceased on each jamb became equal in height.
This development may be illustrated by the sequence of the doors of
ph-n-wi-k3i, ntr-wsr and pth-htp I. The number of jambs was not stan-
dardised, but may bear some relation to the rank or means of the
owner, because the largest doors with cornice and torus seem to belong
to viziers only at first (it will be noted that pth-htp II does not
bear the title of vizier on his false door). O0Officials of lower rank
continued to use door types which owed more allegiance to the early
fifth dynasty examples.

Further door types may however be found in the period. Those of
B'-mrr—ptp,zz sgm-'ng-pt@,23 k31—pw—r-',2ll and 'ng-m_'-r'ZS have Jjamb
inscriptions of even length with a figure of the deceased below, but
do not seem to have a torus and cornice. The first two examples have
three jambs, the others two. From this combination of features it
should be concluded that the introduction of these false door features
took place not suddenly but over a period of time. The torus and

cornice concept, although it had been in existance for longer, took

more time to become a standard feature of false doors than did the new
layout of the Jjambs and their inscriptions. These false doors are
therefore transitional examples and presumably belong to the middle
and later fifth dynasty. It will be noted that none of them belongs

to someone as high as a vizier.

22, Mariette, Mastabas, 118-20.

23. Simpson, Sekhem-ankh-ptah, pl. B.
24, Mariette, Mastabas, 278-9.

25, id. ib., 282-4.
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In the sixth dynasty, the false door with cornice, torus moulding
and three Jambs of equal 1length each with a similar disposition of
texts became the standard type for all officials. Examples from the
reign of Tetli all exhibit these features. A similar pattern was fol-
lowed down to the early part of the reign of Pepy II. Two doors of
viziers however from this period employ only two pairs of jambs

(r'-wr, zzi) showing some variation to be possible even for the high-

est officials.
- In the reign of Pepy II, the false doors from the cemetery sur-

rounding his pyramid at South Saggara show changés from the above
form. Two or three jambs are used, but they tend to be narrow with

only one column of inscription each. The trend is towards a simplifi-
cation of the door. The examples of ny-hb-sd-nfr-k3-r' and tti date

from the end of the reign; that of hnmw-htp cannot be dated so

closely, as cannot the additional examples of nlgri,26 nfr1,27 r'-hr-
28

k31, and dgm.29 Some examples have an extra jamb and architrave out-

30

slde the cornice. A figure of the deceased appears occasionally on
the jambs, usually at the bottom of the second, or middle, one.

The development of the Jambs of the false door at Saqgara may be
briefly summarised. The practice of using unequal length Jambs with

figures of the deceased of varying size began in the fourth dynasty

and continued at least to the middle of the fifth. At that time, the

cornice and torus moulding began to make its appeartance on the doors

26. Jéquier, Pepi II, III, fig. 64.
27. id. ib., fig. 62.
28, 1id., Tombeaux, fig. 138.

29, id. ib., fig. 134,
30. For example, ny-hb-sd-nfr-k3-r'; also nhri, dgnm and.r'-gr-k31
above. .
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of the highest officials which brought with it the development of even

length inscriptions and smallish figures of the deceased on the jambs.

This latter feature is sometimes found in the 1later fifth dynasty

without the cornice and torus. In the sixth dynasty the cornice and

torus false door with this new style of jamb is the norm, but chaﬁges
are apparent at South Saqqara in the reign of Pepy I1I. Jambs are

therefore a more useful criterion for dating fifth than sixth dynasty

false doors.

This feature has been of use in the followlng cases:

iy (5) ny-k3-r' (80) k3i (136)
'nh-irs (25) hzzi (98) k3i-pw-r' (143)
bb-ib; sndm-ib (43) h!-mrr-pth (106) dw3-r' (162)
m3-nfr (54) shm-'nh-pth (124) df3wi (167)
ny-k3w-pth (77) sSmw (127)

C. The Panel.

The overall shape of the panel shows relatively little change over the

0ld Kingdom. In the fourth dynasty it is squarish, extended slightly
to incorporate an offering list (mEp, mry, gry). In the early fifth
dynasty, panels are sometimes extended to include a figure of the wife

of the owner (ny-'nh-shmt), or a second representation of himself
(w3§-ptp). Panels of the middle and 1later fifth dynasty are again
squarish (ph-n-wi-k3i, ntr-wsr, ‘'nh-izzi), while those of the end of
the fifth and early sixth show a tendency towards a slight eiongation
(ptb—ptp 11, mrrw-k3i, nfr—s§m~r', hnty-k3i). Some examples dating to

the reign of Pepy I are 1indeed very elongated (nfr-sgmrptp (later
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example), r'-wr, ptp—gbss), although there are other approximately
contemporary examples that are again squarish (mhw, zzi, mrri).

With the exception of the noted elongation in the reign of Pepy I,

these variations are rather subtle. However, from the middle of the

sixth dynasty to the First Intermediate Period there existed a panel

shape which is quite distinctive and apparently confined to this

period only:-

This will be referred to‘as the "T" shaped panel. The earliest exam-

Ple seems to be that of ppy-ddi (shown above), found in the tomb of

.BntY-k3i-31 The owner 1is presumably the son of the same name of
gnty-k31; the general style and workmanship suggest that it was not

made along with the rest of the tomb, and so perhaps dates to the end

of the reign of Pepy I, about the middle of the sixth dynasty. Other
examples are found in the tombs around the pyramid of Pepy II at South
Saqqara, such as the group discussed on page 26 above under 'Jambs',
and there are obvious First Intermediate Period examples from the Teti
Pyramid Cemetery.32 That this form had ceased to exist by the early
twelfth dynasty may be illustrated by the form of the false door of

191,33 although examples of the older form may also be found along-

31. James, Khentika, 33-4, 69, pl. XLII.

32. The clearest are those that mention the pyramid of Merykare:
gmni-m-h3t (Firth-Gunn, Teti Pyramid Cemeteries II, pl. 27B), htpi
(Quibell, Excav. Saqgara (1906-7), pl. VI (2)), inpw-m-h3t (id.,

Excav. Saqgara (1905-6), pl. XV).
33. Firth-Gunn, op. cit., pl. 83.
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34

side this newer forn.

The most frequent scheme of decoration on the panel at all times
is a seated figure of the deceased at the left-hand side facing right,
with the left arm clasped to the chest and the right extended towards
an offering table. The earliest exception to this is the panel of the
false door of'w3§-ptp, on which are found figures of the deceased on
both the left and right-hand sides, facing each other. That on the
right is in the attitude described above, but that on the left has his
left arm extended towards the table with the right on his lap.

The doors of ph-n-wi-k3i and ntr-wsr, probably quite close to each
other in date, replace the table scene with three or four vertical
columns of text. This feature seems to be confined to a short period
in the middle of the fifth dynasty. In the later fifth dynasty, the
usual attitude 1is found on the panels of *'nh-izzi, nfr, k3h3i and
hnmw-htp, although that of ptp-ytp II has the arms extended to the

table rather than folded to the chest.

The oldest type of depiction 1is the most frequent in the sixth

dynasty, the only exceptions among the well-dated examples belng the

panels of s33bw; ibbi and -his son pt@-Epss. 'The panel of s3bw has two
figures, the left-hand of which has the less common of the two atti-

tudes described above, and the right-hand one shows the deceased with

his left hand extended to the table and the right holding a cup to his
lips. This latter type is that found on the door of ptp-gpss, only
differing in that there it is on the left. This presumably shows a

family or sculptural tradition.

34, ipi (Quibell, op. cit., pl. XIII), mentioning Merykare.
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There are more interesting variations found among the less well-

dated examples. For instance, the panel of the door of nn-hft-k3i, on

which his wife 1s also shown, depicts the owner on the right facing
left (in conventional attitude).35 The doors of k3i-pw—r'36 and 'nh-

m_'-r'37 also depict the deceased facing left. These two officials
can date no earlier than the reigns of Djedkare and Menkauhor respec-
tively, and their tombs are both quite close to each other. The panel
of the false door of gl—mrr-ptp is not dissimilar.38 These may all

reflect a style current at the times their tombs were built (for other
similarities see above page 25).

Only two well-dated examples represent the wife of the deceased in

addition to the owner himself, those of §ry and ny-'nh-shmt. Again,
such representations are more frequent among the less well-dated exam-

ples, several of which 1interestingly will also be discussed below

under the heading of offering 1lists on panels:  tnti,>’ nn-hft-k3i

40 41 42

(see previous paragraph), k3i-hp, " k3i-m-qdi, wr-ir-n-pth, = and

urugd-ptp.u3“0nly the last- does not have such a list. It is likely

that the whole group (with the exception of tnti who 1is clearly ear-
lier) are of middle to late fifth dynasty date, the latest being wr-

dd-pth; his false door was found in the tomb of k3i-m-snw and shtpw,

whose dating is discussed in the prosopography. One unusual example

35. Cairo, CG 1484; Mariette, Mastabas, 307-9.
36, id. ib., 2789, )

37. id. ib., 282-4,

38- id- ib-’ 118-20-

39, id. ib., 38-9.

40, Martin, Hetepka, no. 14,

41, LD II, 100 c.

42, BM Stelae I2, pl. XXVIII.

43, Firth-Gunn, Teti Pyramid Cemeteries II, pl. 62.
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4y

is the panel of in-b3. The style of this panel is very similar to

45

many of the poorer examples from Giza, < and the owner was of much

lower rank than those officials already mentioned.

It is not clear why a depiction of the owner's wife is found only
occasionally. Expense in the saving of a separate false door may be
one explanation (compare the aforenoted poorer examples from Giza).
It may also show special respect or affection, particularly as many
Old Kingdom tombs show no trace of the deceased's wife.

No example has yet come to light of a door of the fifth or sixth

dynasties with cornice and torus that repreéents the husband and wife

together on the panel. This would seem to be more evidence for the

greater standardisation of this type of false door.

There are at least two panels from Saqqara which show the deceased

standing. These are sSm-nfr; pb3u6 andmm3-nfr.u7 Both men held office
at the pyramid of Djedkare, and it is possible that they may have been
close to one another 1in date. Both false doors have cornice and
torus, and are overall rather similar, although that of m3-nfr employs
two jambs to sSm-nfr 's three. There seems to be no further evidence

of this panel feature at Saqqara, and it may have been an 1ldea of the

later fifth dynasty which did not meet with much acceptance and was
not used thereafter.

The early examples of the loaves on panel offering tables are of a

small size, reaching only as high as the level of the deceased's chest

).

(mry, §ry and perhaps also tnti The normal fifth dynasty form,

44, Martin, op. cit., no. 30.

45. Examples, Junker, Giza XII, 73, Abb. i.
46, Mariette, op. cit., 399-400.

47. LD II, 65.

48, Mariette, Mastabas, 38-9.
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developed by the time of ny-'ng—symt and'w3§-pty; was for the loaves

to reach the 1level of the shoulders or thereabouts. Late fifth and
some early sixth dynasty examples show this still to be the case
(pth-htp II and s3bw). However the panels of mrrw-k3i and.Qnty-kSi
have offering loaves reaching level with the top of the head of the

deceased, and this would seem to remain so until the reign of Pepy I1I,
when the previous level was resumed (mrri, nyhyb-sd-nfr-k3-r').u9

The principal text on the panel is located above the head of the
figure(s), and gives the name and one or two titles, usually in hori-
zontal lines. Occasionally the text appears in vertical columns
(w3S-pth), perhaps due to the dictates of space.

The offerings that appear with the offering table are usually of
the 'a thousand of ....' type, mainly bread, beer, alabaster, cloth-
ing, oxen and fowl. Extra elements are occasionally found, as in the

case of pth-htp II. These offerings are usually located beneath the

table of bread, but in some examples from South Saqqara they appear
with the texts at the top of the panel (ny-pb-sd-nfr-k3-r', tti).
Representations of funerary equipment (chests, pots and the like) are
only found from the second half- of the fifth dynasty onwards (the
panel of hnmw-htp is one of the earliest examples), and the quantity
that appears may to some extent be due to the amount of free space
lef't on the panel after the rest of the decoration had been cut - for
example, one may contrast the offerings on the square panels of
mrri-k31 andﬂgnty-k3i with the oblong ones of nfr-sim—ptg (later exam-
ple) and r'-wr.

49, It has recently been suggested that this idea which originated

as loaves on offering tables became understood as an image of a field
of reeds, see Worsham, JARCE 16 (1979), 7-10.
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The general trend was thus for the panels of false doors to
receive a wider variety of decoration as time progressed. However,
the arrangement of the deceased on the panel was quite standardised
except for a few isolated examples. Offering lists on the panel are

discussed separately below.

Criteria based on panel design have been used in the dating of

these examples:
hzzi (98) k3i~pw-r' (143)
h'-mrr-pth (106) ttw (160)

ssSm-nfr; hb3 (132)

D. The Panel Apertures.

The terms 'narrow' and - 'wide' will be used to describe individual
examples, 'narrow' generally referring to those with a width of less
than 5-6 cm.

The apertures of mtn do not appear to be very wide, but those of

mry and Eby are each almost half the size of the panel itself, and

most importantly feature a palace-facade type decoration.
Examining the preserved fifth dynasty examples, one finds those of

ny-'nh-'shmt to be wide (approximately 30 cm.), and decorated with

depictions of his children. Children and offering bearers form the
decoration of the even wider apertures of w3§Lptg (approximately 38
cm.). ph-n-wi-k3i (exact dimensions unable to be ascertained from
publication) and ntr-wsr (approximately 27 cm.) employ wide apertures
on their false doors, and those of the former are decorated with a

palace-facade design. Similar decoration is found in the wide aper=-

tures of hnmw-htp (approximately 19 cm.). Those of nfr and k3h3i are
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also wide, varying approximately between 19 and 36 cm.) and decorated
with a mixture of the palace-facade design and depictions of children
and depéndents.50 In the later fifth dynasty however, it appears that
the highest officials were tending towards the use of narrower aper-
tures, for example those of 'ng-izzi and pth-htp II. That this was
not yet standard practice is demonstrated by the variations among
other false doors probably of the later fifth dynasty: the door of
h'-mrr-pth has wide apertures (approximately A4l cm.),51 that of shm-
'nggptg narrow (approximafely 15 em.) but decorated ones,52 and those
of k3i-pw-r!' and 'ng-mp'-r' are narrow and undecorated.53

In the sixth dynasty, narrow apertures seem to be the rulej; the
exact width varies but is nearly always too small to be decorated.

It is not clear exactly when the change from wide to narrow aper-

tures took place, but the fact that it seems to coincide with the

appearance of the cornice and torus moulding suggests that it might be
part of a general move from the varying forms of the first half of the

dynasty towards a new and more standardised one.

One of the reasons for small apertures becoming the rule with the
newer type of false door is connected with the size of the jambs. In
most examples of either type the panel is situated on the 1lintel
located on top of the inner Jjambs. Consequently, as one feature of

the newer door was narrower jambs with less columns of inscription,

the amount of space left after the panel was cut was more restricted.

50. On the less well-dated door of ty, the apertures are decorated
with htp-di-nzwt formulae, Steindorff, Das Grab des Ti, Taf. 135-6,
139-40.

51. Mariette, Mastabas, 118-20.

52. Simpson, Sekhem-ankh-ptah, pl. B.

53. Mariette, Mastabas, 278-9, 282-14,
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It may be speculated that some of the panel shapes found from the

late fifth dynasty onwards may be as a result of a deliberate effort

not to produce wide apertures on the doors. If this be true, it sug-

gests that the paramount feature to the officials of this time was the

arrangement of the jambs, lintels and apertures. This might explain

the inordinately large panel of s3bw; ibbi, which was perhaps designed
to fill out the space left by the uncommon arrangment of both the

inner and middle jambs 'supporting' the panel area; also the panel of

nfr-sgm-pth could have been filled out with extra offerings to avoid
leaving large apertures which were not the custom of the time.
However, in the first instance it is perhaps equally possible that the

jambs were so arranged as to leave space for a large panel required by

the deceased.

This feature is of use in determining the date of the following:

'nh-m-'-k31 (31) m3-nfr (54) k3i-pw-inpw (141)

k3i-m-qdi (145) bb-ib; sndm-ib (43) = shm-'nh-pth (124)
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E. The Lintels and Architraves.

m

1. Figures of the Deceased.

The earliest depiction of the owner to appear on a lintel or archi-
trave of a false door is that of ny—'ngragnt (early fifth dynasty),
who 1s shown seated at the left-hand end of both. w3S-pth is repre-

sented on the right-hand end of his architrave, and also on the addi-

tional one above the offering list. The doors of ph-n-wi-k3i and
| ntr-wsr appear to have no figures at all on them, nor does that of
mew—ptp. pth-htp I is shown seated on his lintel, while 3ht-htp and
Pth-htp II appear only on their architraves, the former seated, the
latter standing.

For the sixth dynasty, s3bw; ibbl is represented on the right-hand
end of both elements, standing on the architrave and seated on the
lintel. hmt-r' has a similar arrangement, but on the left. mrrw-k3i
and Bnty-k3i are not shown on their 1lintels, although the smaller
doors of the 1latter have a standing figure on the left-hand side of
the architrave; ptg-ﬁpss appears standing on the left side of the lin-

tel, r'-wr is seated on the left of both, mrri stands on the left of

the architrave and zzi is seated on (at least) the left of the lintel.

Figures on either element of false doors from South Saqgara are very

54

rare - a notable exception may be found on that of nhri,”  probably

because of the presence of an offering list.
The depictions on the architrave and lintel seem to assume the

same orientation as the figure on the panel, and where there are two

figures, the position of the figure on the lintel/architrave probably

54, Jéquier, Pepi II, III, fig. 64.
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indicates which of the two is the more important. A good illustration

of this may be found on the door of nnsgftik31:55 the 1lintel/

architrave figures are to be found on the right facing 1left, thus

emphasising his position rather than that of his wife.
The standing figure of the deceased does not seem to appear before
the later fifth dynasty, and tends to be the more common form on the

architrave during the sixth dynasty. Overall, figures are found more

frequently on the architrave than the lintel.

2. The texts.

The earliest doors from Saggara do not divide the texts on the lintel
and architrave into horizontal lines in the manner of later practice.

The orientation of these texts, once a reasonably consistent pattern
for the design of false doors had been established, usually follows
that of the figures (if any) at the end. If there is no such figure,
the texts face in the direction of the figure on the panel (mrrw-k3i,
hnty-k3i), or, as found on some fifth dynasty lintels, there may be
two such texts which begin in the centre, reading ¢ - , or which
begin at the outer ends and read - & (ph-n-wi-k3i, pth-htp II).

Such criteria as based on lintels and architraves have been useful

for dating 3ht-htp (4).
F. Smaller Features.

1. Relief.

The fourth dynasty material (mtn, mry, Sry) is decorated in raised

55. Cairo, CG 1484; Mariette, Mastabas, 307-9.
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relief, and of the well-dated examples from the-early and middle fifth

dynasty, only those of'w3§-ptp and ptp-ﬁpss seem to have been deco-

rated in sunk relief. That sunk and raised relief existed alongside
each other is shown by the employment of both types in the doors from

the tomb of nfr and k3h3i. Towards the end of the dynasty, sunk
relief was used by the most important individuals, for example, nbt, a

wife of Wenis.56

In the sixth dynasty, all the false doors that c¢an be certainly
dated to the period are cut in sunk relief. To summarise: ralsed
relief was the norm in the fourth and the greater part of the fifth
dynasties for the doors of the most important officials, who form the
bulk of the examples used here. Sunk relief began to be used at least
by the time of Neweserre, and gradually became the predominant form by
the end of the fifth dynasty.

Some of the sunk relief of the fifth dynasty may be attributed to
the need for speedy completion of the monument. The tomb of”w3§-ptg

was built for him by his son, as was that of dw3-r' at Dahshur, also
in sunk relief.57 Perhaps the quicker execution of sunk relief and the

consequent cheapness may account for the change in the sixth dynasty,

but it is more 1likely that it came to be used for the most important
parts of the tomb, those which would identify its owner, and which it

was essential to protect against damage or usurpation.58 Often offer-

ing lists were cut 1in sunk relief but the rest of the decoration was

ralsed, for example on the false door of’k31-pw-1npw.59

56, Fischer, JEA 60 (1974), 94 fig. 1; relief type obtained from
personal examination of original.

57. Cairo, CG 1389.

58. cf Schdfer, Principles of Egyptian Art, T7-9.
59. Petrie-Murray, Memphite Tomb Chapels, pl. XI.
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In consequence, the development of the use of sunk relief is not
one of the features introduced along with the new false door with

cornice and torus, but gradually became an accepted part of the

design.
This feature has been of assistance in the dating of':

'nh-m-'-k3i (31)- k3i-pw-inpw (141) ty (157)
2. Decoration of the Central Niche.

Excluded deliberately under this heading are the offering lists dis-

cussed below. The decoration most commonly found in this niche con-
Sists of one column of text, comprising names, titles or offering for-
mulae. As such it appears in the middle fifth dynasty, well-dated
examples being pth-3pss, ph-n-wi-k3i, ntr-wsr, hnmw-htp and pth-htp I.
It does not seem to appear on any doors of certain late fifth to sixth

dynasty date, and is thus a feature not normally associated with corn-
ice and torus doors with the exception of some early examples. Less

well-dated examples of this feature may be found on the false doors of

61 62

k3i-m-nfrt,6ogtp—k3i, and ny-'nh-r’'.

The original inspiration of this feature is uncertain. It may be

perhaps derived from the figure of the deceased surmounted by a text

found in the central niche of doors of the fourth and early {fifth

dynasties (mry, Ery and probably 'n9-1r363); these may however have

64

inspired decoration such as that of 9!-b3w-pth, whose door niche has

three columns of titles, his name and a figure.

60. Mariette, Mastabas, 247-9.

61. Martin, Hetepka, pl. 14,
62. BM Stelae I, pl. XXVI (BM 658, 1429B).

63. Mariette, op. cit., 109-10.
64. 1id. ib., 295.
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This feature has been used to assist dating h'-inpw (101).

3. The Incorporation of Additional Scenes.

Examples of this are not common. Certain doors from the early fifth

dynasty include representations of children with or below the figures
of the deceased (ny-'nh-shmt, w3s-pth), but the above heading is

intended to cover those doors of which a complete Jjamb or more is

devoted to scenes which more normally find their place on other walls

of a tomb.

The earliest such example is the door of pr-sn, the inner Jjambs of

which each contain four representations of children or dependents.
The other examples are less well-dated. That of k31-pp has many rep-

resentations of offering bearers and dependents on the jambs.65 The

outer jambs of the false door of ztw are composed of five registers of

66

butchers and offering bearers; =~ below the large figures on the door

of df3wi are three registers of offering bearers and butchers;67 and

the large outer jambs (if they can be so called, as they almost form
the whole west wall of the chapel) of the false door of shm-k31 con-

tain similar scenes, with the addition of seated figures of the

68

deceased at the top. ™ In all but the example of pr-sn, the false door

forms the sole decorated surface in the tomb, and this must explain
the presence of the extra scenes. Such scenes are in fact those that

are almost obligatory in any 0ld Kingdom decorated tomb-chapel, namely

65. Martin, op. cit., no. 14,

66. From personal examination in November, 1981; cf Mariette, op.
cit., 303. Small part, Spencer, JEA 68 (1982), Pl1l. II (2).

67. Petrie-Murray, Memphite Tomb Chapels, pl. XIV.

68. Murray, Saqgara Mastabas I, pl. VII.
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69

offering bearers and butchers, "’ and thus the false door contained the

essential elements of a tomb.

With the exception of that of pr-sn, these doors are all examples
of the older type, with wide Jambs and very large figures of the
deceased. Such a similarity of design suggests that they may be all
of kindred date, perhaps middle to 1later fifth dynasty, after which

time certain of the features they exhibit disappear.

This feature has been useful for dating:

ztw (115)  wr-k3-pth (41) df3wi (167)

G. The IncorEoration of Offering Lists into False Doors.

Two types of offering 1list are found. The first consists of a list
not arranged according to what will be termed the ‘'canonical list?,
and the second one that 1is. The order of the canonical list is dis-

70

cussed principally by Barta, = and this form was followed, with cer-

tain additions, from the early part of the fifth dynasty (a little

later than at Giza) until late in the sixth.

1. Uncanonical Offering Lists.

The most distinctive feature of this group is that examples are only

ever found on the panel of the false door. They c¢an be further
divided into two sub-groups, those which antedate the introduction of

the canonical 1list and those which exist alongside it. The former

type is more common at Giza than at Saqqara. These early panel lists

69. It will be noted that one other important element, the offering
list, also appears on the false doors of df3wli and shm-k31 (below).
70. Opferliste, U7-88, particularly the table d;.paées 47-50. A
less systematic presentation is given by Hassan, Giza VI~, passim,
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serve the same function as the later canonical lists (to provide the

deceased with an 1dealised set of offerings to replace the real ones
should they cease), and their increasing complexity in the fourth
dynasty may be 1illustrated by comparing the examples of mtn and mry.
More developed examples may be found on the panels of pwt1,71 'nh-

12

irs, and.k3i-'pr,73 all of which would seem to date from the early

fifth dynasty, antedating the canonical 1list which makes its first

Saqgara appearance in the tomb of'w3§-ptp.

The second sub-group of offering lists is much more selective in
its cholce of elements, consisting principally of the seven sacred

oils. The earliest well-dated occurrence of this is on the panel of

ny-'nh-shmt, of the reign of Sahure. Other examples come from tombs

which cannot be as easily dated. Table 3 attempts to illustrate the
range of these items; the examples in this table are not necessarily

in order of date. From this table it is clear that, 1in addition to
oils, these short lists sometimes include cosmetics and certain agri-
cultural products, but items in the latter category do not appear very
often and in no consistent pattern by date: tnti is generally

assigned to the later fourth dynast.y,7u 15

76

and ntr-nfr to the sixth,

o

while that of spdw-htp is uncertain. = These have a degree of affinity

with the pre-canonical lists mentioned above. Most of the other indi-

viduals probably date to the period around the middle of the fifth

dynasty, notably*nn-gft-k3i who 1s probably depicted in the mortuary

71. Cairo, CG 1392.

72. Mariette, Mastabas, 109-10.

73. Fischer, JNES 18 (1959), pl. IV.
74. Baer, Rank and Title, 153 (568).

75. From the Cairo Catalogue.
76, Baer, op. cit., 82 (198), "mr(?)-htp".
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Table 3

Principal Component Elements of Short Offering Lists.

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
1)

X X X X

X X X X

X X X X X

X X X X X 2)

3)

hknw
h3tt
w3dt
d3b

3.
6.

9
12

2) iSd, t-nbs

3) sht hdt, sht w3dt, hbnnt, 3't, dirt

Official 1 2 3
nn-hft-k3i ° X X
' ¢ D

nh-m3 X X
ntr-nfr c X X
wr-ir-n-pth ¢ X X X
k3i-m-nfrt © X X
tnti £ X
k3i-m-qdi & X X X
k3i-hp " X X X

i

spdw-htp
nwb-htp J X X X
ty X X
Key to Columns:

1. sntr 2. sti-hb

b, SfE S5e nm
T. tw3t 8. msdmt
10. w'h 11. irp
13. Others: 1) ztw
References:
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