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Background

 Against a well-established background of 

Cathedral Studies, great interest in 

exploring and mapping the characteristics 

and motivations of cathedral visitors

 Exploring the reach of cathedrals –

through different and innovative events 

and installations

◦ Examine, listen to and learn from the thoughts 

and reflections of such visitors
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Motivation and Research Question

 No systematic research examining visitor 

characteristics for such Cathedral events 

with a scientific theme

 Focus on installation (18-27 Feb 2022) 

entitled “Space, the Universe and 

Everything”; A Light and Sound show 

created by Luxmuralis, drawing on skills of 

modern sculpture artist Peter Walker 

with sound composed by David Harper 
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Son et Lumiere
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFelAks5mMU&t=25s


Methods 

 During online booking for tickets, people 

were invited to give assent to receiving a 

follow-up survey from the cathedral team 

to assess their experience

 Invitation emailed out six months after 

the installation
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Instrument

 Qualtrics Platform

 Link – emailed out using the contact list released by Ticket 
Quarter; sent out via the Diocesan Comms team (so all 
responses were completely anonymous to the researchers)

 Three sections

◦ Section 1 – demographics and background

◦ Section 2 – 57 Likert items, 5 point scale (SA – SD); exploring
 self-assessed religiosity, 

 intrinsic religious motivation, 

 quest religious orientation, 

 experiencing the cathedral, 

 perceived impact on well-being and 

 views on connection between science and religion

◦ Section 3 – The Francis Psychological Type Scales; assessing 
orientations, perceiving functions, judging functions and attitudes

◦ Closing section – open invitation for free-text comments
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Analysis and presentation here

 This presentation addresses just sections 
1 and 2; and some of the qualitative 
responses, especially those specifically 
related to the connection between 
science and religion

 2481 email recipients

◦ 1213 (48.9%) opened the emails

◦ 302 (12.2%) clicked through

◦ 283 completed responses for this analysis…an 
effective response rate of 11.4%
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Results - Demographics
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Results – Religious Profile
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32%

Most (5/6) >~1/3rd

~50% 



Results – Impact of the Visit
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Powerful Impact

Spending time in LivCath has helped me….

Fisher’s four domains for Spiritual well-being; 

results show a positive impact in all domains.  

Those >= 50% indicated



Results – Science and Religion
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Benefits, Dangers and Limitations….

Reflecting on the place of Science 

within a Cathedral



Results – Free-text Comments

 Six broad themes identified included in the 
richness of the responses….
1. Distinctive effectiveness of the installation

2. Cathedral Serving the Local Community

3. Beneficial Psychological Impact of their visit to the 
installation

4. Resourcing the Spirituality of the visitors/those 
describing themselves as spiritual but not religious

5. People who clearly identified as atheist/non-
religious, yet applauded access to the magnificent 
building

6. Installation resourced faith of visitors who aligned 
themselves with Christian tradition
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Some verbatim comments….

 Distinctive effectiveness of the installation
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Some verbatim comments….

 Cathedral Serving the Local Community
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Some verbatim comments….

 Beneficial Psychological Impact of their 

visit to the installation
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Some verbatim comments….

 Resourcing the Spirituality of the 

visitors/those describing themselves as 

spiritual but not religious
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Some verbatim comments….

 People who clearly identified as 

atheist/non-religious, yet applauded access 

to the magnificent building
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Some verbatim comments….

 Installation resourced faith of visitors who 

aligned themselves with Christian 

tradition
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Conclusions

 High proportion expressing commitment to Liverpool 
Cathedral in some way

◦ Importance of place; but also nature of the event

 Religious profile – through this sort of event, able to 
engage with churchgoers and non-churchgoers

◦ Cathedrals have capacity to soften boundaries, raise 
questions

 Positive impact of installation on spiritual well-being

◦ Perceived improvement – all four Fisher’s domains

 Capacity to promote constructive thought – connection 
between science and religion

◦ Vast majority in favour of cathedral engaging with science; 
an ideal place for this type of exhibition

◦ Need for both science and religion in one’s life

19



Limitations

 Individuals who booked the tickets 

(not necessarily includes all who 

attended)

 Time lapse between attendance and 

conduction of the survey – low 

response rate

 Single invite to participate

 Lack of sophistication – science and 

religion questions
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Futures

 Paper

 Conducted another survey following the 

most recent Peter Walker Son et Lumiere at 

the Cathedral (Dec 2022)

 Survey again with those who booked tickets

◦ Much shorter time lapse

◦ Three invitations to participate

◦ Less focus on science and religion

21



Many thanks for your attention;   

God bless and stay safe….

mckirby@liverpool.ac.uk;

mike.kirby@liverpoolcathedral.org.uk
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