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IN THE BRONZE AGE AND EARLY IRON AGE:
AN AREA STUDY
(c. 2600 - 800 B.C.)
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APPENDIX |

Note on the Survey

In the context of this study, small-scale surveys on the lonian islands were carried out
between 1984-87 for a total of about five weeks, with the aim of recording and examining
known sites, measuring extant monuments (namely tombs), studying the environment
around known sites (see Appendix Il) and trying to locate new settlement sites. The areas
examined included Syvros and Lypsopyrgos (Lefcada), Sami and Aghia Ephemia, and
Argostoli and Kato Livatho (Kefalonia). Particular attention was given to the region of
Argostoli and Livatho where most of the known prehistoric cemeteries are located. Hilltops,
hillsides and low slopes at the edge of the plain, i.e. prime areas for human settlement, were
preferentially examined.

Record has been kept of all the areas surveyed. The prehistoric sites identified are dealt
with in the relevant parts of the text. Later pottery scatters (Classical-Byzantine) were also
identified in a number of spots and information kept for the use of specialists. Nowhere,
however, was the concentration of historical pottery as dense as at Kokkolata-Junction,
where black-glaze and a number of other wares (see PIs 25b & 28b) were identified.

Survey in the lonian islands is not without obstacles. Dense vegetation often covers
unploughed fields or forms barriers between them and it is common for fields to be
surrounded by fences. A further ditficulty faced during the survey, which had to be carried
out in the late summer months, was the already rich (and sometimes impenetrable) growth of
the vines which cover large areas of potential settlement, not to mention the threat of bats,
snakes and other creatures!

There is no doubt that the only way in which survey in the lonian islands can have a high
rate of success is through systematic team-work at the right time of year. It is equally clear

that such an operation would prove more than worthwhile.
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The districts of Argostoli and Kato Livatho include the largest stretches of level land and
rich soil in Kefalonia. The general landscape is undulating and the quality of the land ranges
from the best soil to wasteland and eroded rocky slopes. The land use map presented below
was compiled during the survey of the area. It illustrates the diversity of the landscape and
of the use derived today from the various qualities of soil.

We cannot be sure about the precise changes which the landscape has undergone
through the ages. The loss of the forest covering of some of the higher slopes and the
subsequent erosion are the most certain changes. However, the rich soils of the hills and
lower slopes and the patches of wasteland on level ground cannot have been very different

The Argostoli bay would have been less deep due to the lower sea levels, and part of the
lake of Koutavos (today just 1-1.7m deep) may have been a continuation of the marshland of
Argostoli which at the time of Napier (1833) slill covered an area of 25 acres.

Cultivation has changed significantly in modern times with the expansion of tree crops -
the olive and, particularly, the vine - and the virtual disappearance of cereals. Partsch dates
the beginning of the expansion of the vine back to 1548. Statistics from such an early date
are naturally not available. The earliest break-down of cultivation for the districts of Argostoli
and Kato Livatho which are kept by the Statistike Hyperesia in Athens date from 1911
(Geographike Apographe Ellados 1911) and already show a high acreage under vines and
olives, but they are more useful than any more modern statistics.

The information regarding the land use for agriculture (fallow excluded) and farming for

the two districts can be summarized as follows:

wheat 672 acres  6.38% of the total land in use
barley 810 " 7.69% "
oats 263 " 2.69% "
rye 28 " 0.26% "
maize 24 " 0.22% "
pulses 471 " 4.47% "

vegetables 325 " 3.08% "
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fodder crops 584 "

gardens
pastures
vines
olives
Total

478 "
2.603 "
2334 "
1981 *
10.523 "

5.54%
4.54%
24.73%
22.17%
18.35%

EE flat arablelrich soil .
(vegetables, fodder crops, vines, pulses)
R hillvterracedirich soll
(tree crops: vines, olives, nuts)

peoorsol
a2 (grazing and waist land)

exposed rock € jense shrub

I Argostoli
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