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Abstract

In our postmodern worldhistoric cities play an essential role in fostering social, economic and
mostly human sustainable growth. It is through the understanding of our past that we can envision our
future. But urban heritage revitalization faces challenges balancing conseiadiaevelopment.

Rabat's medina exemplifies these tensions. The medina is the name of the historical core in North
Africa.

The thesis investigates governmental and community representations of the medina through its
definition, significance, perceived discontinuities, and aspirations. The aim is to obtain a holistic
understanding of how the medina is perceived and approadied., through this mukyocal
understanding, the research progidaluable insights in informing the continuity of the place. This
continuity speak to the multiplicity of stakehol

The central question explores the portrayal of the medina from both communities and the
government, and how these varied representations can guide the continuity of the medina. Specific
inquiries focus on defining the medina (1), exploring its significamzkvalues (2), understanding its
discontinuities (3) and examining strategies for its continuity (4).

This research holds both importance and urgency due to its direct implications for the
preservation and sustained development of the medina, a pivotal aspect of the city's overall progress.
Moreover,the updated and muHliayered understanding is crucial at this particular juncture as Rabat
reinvents its identity and global image througaprojectCity of Lights(20142018) City of Lightsis
amaj or planning and development program that aim
its developmentowards enhanced global competitiveness.

If this updated understanding is not realised, the medina local representation will be
marginalized both in the literature but also in its worldwide representationdlus, filing to
incorporate local perspectives may result in urban interventions that jeopardize the essence of the place
and disrupt its historical continuity

The study usea qualitative case study approach. Purposive and snowball sampling were used
to recruit two primary par t previousrasidénts gfthe medsna 40 6
belonging to the original Andalusian community) and 55 current medina inhabitants and shop owners.
Data collection involved sensitructured interviews, questionnaires, observations, institutional
documents, and photographs.

Data analysis followed a systematic procebsranscription, structural coding aligned with
research questions, inductive libg-line value coding, codebook updating, and thematic analysis to
identify key patterns and meanings. The iterative, emergent nature of qualitative research enabled

ongoirg refinement of data collection tools and analytical codes. Strategies to augment credibility and
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dependability included triangulation, member checks, peer examinations, and a thorough reflection of
my position and bias as a researcher.

Analysis reveals the medina a complex, contested space with multiple meanings and values
attached to it that are fluid, contextual and subjective. While the government strategically conveys an
extrinsic value to the medina, aiming for the global positioning of Rabat through tineocifincation
of its heritage, the communities emphasize the intrinsic value, grounded in cultural and social
significance.

But the findings are even more complex, because the representations are more heterogeneous
than that: they are subjective and contextual, enhancing their multiplicity, but they also have a strong
element of symbolism in them. Plus, they reveal that thémaéslan evolving palimpsest with evolving
identities. Finally, the medina is also a contested space, with competing visions and priorities.
Continuity visions diverge: tedown branding objectives clash with aspirations to enhkatality .

These multifaceted representations showctiee inherent challenge in ascribing fixed
definitions or singular narratives to living urbagritage sites like medinas. Medinas are complex urban
spaces grounded in their distinctive local and time contexts, subjectively being represented by multiple
stakeholders.

As a consequence, thinking about their future and continuity poses a similarly complex
challengeNeither the government nor community perspectives offer a fully balanced understanding
continuity, instead contributing to the mythicization and contested nature of the &pstead, the
research advocates fgimagining continuity through a more holistic lens that baapceservation
of tangible and intangible qualities, integrsthe medina within the city, and cultiesta shared sense
of belongingand responsibility among diverse stakeholders: a sense of custodianship.

This thesis opens avenues for reimagining preservation discourse and advances more holistic,
nuanced frameworks for managing change in living historic citiesti@uity is an ongoing process of
negotiation and meaniagaking, situated within the living fabric of the historic clBurther research
can build on the exploratory groundwork to nurture adaptable and participatory conservation models
attuned to local complexities. Ultimately, the thesis enriches our understanding of living urban heritage

and itscomplexity.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

‘The past is everywhere. [...] Embraced or rejected, lauded or lamented,

remembered or forgotten, the whelast is always with us'

Lowenthal, David2015 The past is a Foreign Countrgnd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, p.
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Introduction

When human beings will build their future, how will they treat their past? This question
was at the basis of my PhD, the starting point of my reflection. Urban heritage is a subject |
hold dear. Olglaces, historic sites, ancient cities: there is something intriguing, enigmatic and
seductive about them, about walking in a ground that has already been crowded by fnillions.
felt both curious and afraid for the future of historic sites in our-pm&tern cities. Saafter
completing my masters in Architecture and in Heritage, | had many conversations with
UNESCO members, as well as a read through the literature on the significance and the role of
heritage for cities. | realised the importance of this subject, andl wdma at first a simple
concern grew into a will and a need to do a PhD. The introduction chapter will take you with

me on my discovery journey, from my case study to the broad urban heritage literature.

1. Context: Rabat, from a dull capital to the capital of culture

The focus of this study will be on my country: Morocco, and more particularly its
capital] Rabat. Choosing my country was for personal reasons. | know that Morocco is already
a touristic country, attracting many people with its beautiful heritage. In 2022, it became even
morefamousworldwidethanks to thé-IFA World Cup.

But choosing Rabat, my city, the city that | was born in and grew up in, was not an
accidental choice nor a personal one. It began in the first three months of my PhD, when |
participated in a workshop organised by the Arab Regional Center for World Heritage from
UNESCO and | COMOS. The workshop was titled
Heritage professionals in the Arab region for cultural and mixed&ites

The organizing team put their focus on Rabat as a case study to evaluate the
implementation of the World Heritaggnvention, in particular theistoric UrbanLandscape
(HUL), in the heritage sitelhe HUL offered afresh perspective on urb&@onservation as it
replacedhe traditional idea of historic area with the notion of urban heritAgea result, it

pawed the way for a more adaptable, expansive, and commarigynted approach to
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conservatioh This workshoshowed me that Rabdid interest regionally botthe UNESCO
andICOMOS, and that it constituted a fascinating case study for the application of the HUL.
Indeed,since His Majesty Mohammed VI's ascension to the throne in 1999, Morocco
has embarked on a new era marked by a distinctive focus on heritage. In his 1999 UNESCO
speech, the King emphasized the necessity of a dynamic approach to heritage protection,

integrding it into development projects rather than merely preserving the past:

OWe must once again insist on the need to
this protection, aiming to integrate our heritage into our development projects and

not only embalm it in a vAcsordogntokKing sanct i f
Mohammed VI's speech at the 23rd session of the UNESCO World Heritage
Committee, as cited in thieapportsur le bien du patrimoinemondialdocument

(Government of Morocc®02Q p.13)) 2

Departing from colonial ideologies, he asserted that heritage is integral to the nation's
future. Under his leadership, Morocco aims to enhance its global image through urban planning
and heritage, positioning heritage at the core of urban developmegtMGhammed VI's
initiatives show a significant revaluation, bridging the gap between past and present, heritage
and developmerit.

As for Rabat, the Kingdéds aim is to el eva
prioritizing improved living conditions and comprehensive economic and social develdpment
The result is an urban landscape in mutation thanks to a major structuring piogect: t
transformative®Pr oj et ddéam®nage ment (Bdueegrégd/alley®Piojec®e du B
Launched in May 2004t is an integrated and sustainable urban development for the

Bouregreg Valley that englobes the whole area dRabatSaléTémara. It signifies a

!Bandarin, F. (2015) élntroducti on: Bdodabtnaf, & Go®easr vati o
R. (eds)Reconnecting the city. The historic urban landscape approach and the future of urban hedtetym:
Wiley-Blackwell, p.14

2 MoroccanGovernmen{2020)Rapportsurle biendu patrimoinemondial: Rabat Rabafp.13

3 Moroccan Government (201Dossier de nomination (Nomination Filéabat, p.5

4 Challenge.ma (207 to 06092 018) . O0Rabat: new generAvdilabtenat pr oj ec
https://www.cfcim.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/08/Rabat.{Atcessed 3A2-2020)

5Moroccan Government (n.d.Bouregreg ProjectAvailable athttp://www.bouregreg.com/ (Accessed 20

04-2024)
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significant step towards integrated and sustainable urban development in theS&ébat

Témara areé

The city gained international recognition in 2010 when the Washidzgead NGO
Earth Day designated it as one of five global Green Cities, highlighting its abundant green

spaces

Simultaneously, Rabat sought another international acclaimthimittime for its
cultural heritage, applying for the World Heritage List in 2011. To bolster this effort, the
government prepared tfdan de GestionManagement Plan) and tB®ssier de Nomination
(Nomination File), outlining rules for the protection and enhancement of hefitage
Recognizing the untapped potential of the medina, architect Ahmed Iragi conducted a
diagnostic study, later reinforced by the 2@&gulations for the Medina of RalfaThese
pivotal initiatives will be further explored in Chapter 3.

In 2012, Rabat achieved UNESCO World Heritage status as 'Rabat, Modern Capital
and Historic City: a Shared Heritatfethirteen yearafter the 1999 royal speech emphasizing
heritage as a shared space for dialogue across civilizati@msompassing diverse heritage
from Moroccan history and various erdBis dialogue across civilizatiordefined Rabat's
Outstanding Universal Value.

The next year, Rabat's international recognition continued as it hosted the fourth
Congress of United Cities, Local Governmeatsd the second/orld Summit o€ities. These
two events commemorated the centenary of the global municipal movement, with the
participation of 3500 mayors from all continents. The selection of Rabat as the venue was a
testament to Morocco's dedication to decentralized cooperation and sustairatplization.
These gatherings elevated Rabat to a prominent position within thd geilerk of cities

and local authorities, showcasing its significance in international urban governance

6 Moroccan GovernmanBouregreg Project websit@vailable at http://www.bouregreg.confAccessed 3M1-

2021)

“OQualal ou, F. (2014) ORabat,-luaampietr & et d e aMpwopadish me cd U t |
October.

8 Moroccan Government (201Blan de gestion (Management Plafabat Moroccan Government (2011)
Proposition doéinscription sur | a Liste du patrimoine

nomination (Nomination File)Rabat.

9Agence Urbaine de Rabat (20) an dbéam®nagement et de sRahavegarde de
0 UNESCO(n.d.) Rabat, capitale moderne et ville historiquezailable at https://whc.unesco.org/fr/list/1401/

(Accessed 2®9-2020)

11 MoroccanGovernmen{2020) Rapportsur le biendu patrimoinemondial: Rabat Rabatp.13
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initiatives? This recognitionalsoacknowledged Morocco's commitment to cultural heritage
preservation.

The projectRabat, City of Light, Moroccan Capital of Cultuf0142018), a
significant initiative, is of particular interest for the thesis due to its focus on the madina.
such, the next section wiive some background and context on the project and outline its key
features.The project's success led to Rabat being elected the Cultural Capital of the Islamic
world in 2022 by the Islamic World Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organizttion
Recognized as the cultural capital of tb@untry and now the Islamic world, Rabat was

acclaimed for its cultural leadership and influetfce.

2. City of Lights (20142018): context and key features

The urban developmemrogrammek nown as ORabat Ville Lumi r
Cu | t(R0A42@18) is a Royal initiativéaunched byKing Mohammed VI on Mayhe 12
in 2014 The project embraces a forwaabking perspective, denoted by the monikight.*®
With a total budget of 1&illion dirhams (1.8 billion dollars) it draws inspiration from
international benchmarks and is recognized as one of the major undertakings contributing to
the urban development and flourishing of RadBandeed, It has been widely discussed in the
media as the project that ilse tmroawnvsedhenR anlpa tR
former mayor of Rabat-athallah Oualaloujescribed the project as symbolizidbe city's
openness to the future and to the watd.

The primary aim ofCity of Lightsis to provide the capital city with improved living

conditions and integrated social and economic development, enabling Rabat to rise as a major

2Qual al ou, F. (2014) ORabat,-l ompetal et duo avRtoogosl me cd Lt |
October, pp.?.

13 |CESCO (2021Rabat capitale de la culture 202&vailable at https://www.icesco.org/fr/2021/11/05/rabat
proclameecapitaledela-culturedansle-mondeislamiqueautitre-de-2022/(Accessed 189-2022)

“Bar ki, C. (2021) O6Rabat: Ville | urhidorpd Avdllablemti t al e c
https://www.lopinion.ma/Rabafille -lumierecapitaleculturelledu-mondeislamique a20537.html (Accessed

05-09-2021)

%Qual alou, F. (2014) O6Rabat,-lompetel et dua avetoopolish me cd Lt i
October, p.7

1 Challenge.ma (2D7t006092018) . 6 Rabat: new generation projects -
https://www.cfcim.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/08/Rabat.{Atcessed 3A2-2020)

7 Challenge.ma (2D7t0 06092 018) . 6 Rabat: new generation projects |
https://www.cfcim.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/08/Rabat.jdtcessed 31 2-2020)

¥Qualalou, F. (2014) O6Rabat,-lompetal et dug avetoopolish me c d Lt |
October, p.8
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metropolitan centet® By modernizing Rabat, the overarching goal isteer its development
towards enhanced competitiveness, social solidarity, and environmental sustainability,
capitalizing on the city's culturaind environmental asseéfsThis initiative aligns with royal
efforts to democratize cultural access, fostering a more engaged citizengdwaacing
Moroccan society towards modernity and global integrétion.

As a result,Rabat has emerged as a significant development site, implementingaiopen
projects to optimize services for the population and inject new-gaanomic dynamics into

the region. This includes substantial enhancements in infrastructure, basic serwces, an
administrative, cultural, and entertainment facilifiés.

City of Lightswas launchedhrough a collaboration betwedmetCity Council and the
Regional Mayorsalongsideeighteenpublic and private partnefé.The execution of the
program is entrusted to thgociété Rabat Région Aménagemeattablished as a public
limited company in November 2014, actaired by the Regional Mayofhis entity is
responsible formanaging the project and ensuring the successful implementation of the
program ensuring that delegated project management aligns with program expectations and
local stakeholder interests.

The City of Lights program is structured around seven key axes, as outlined by the
Société Rabat Région Aménagemembsite?®> However, itis important to note that the
program hasot been officially presented to the public. This means that thereno publicly
available documents explaining its purpose, the details of each axis, the budget allocation, or
how the program operates. While the axes are listed on the website, they are only mentioned

by their titles, without further explanatigrigurel1.1).

19 Rabat Region Amenagement (n.dRabat, ville lumiére et capitale marocaine de la cultudailable at:
https://www.rra.ma(Accessed 204-2024)

%Qual alou, F. (2014) O6Rabat,-lompetal et duo avRtoopolist me cd it |
October, p.8

2Lahjomri, A. (201RYID,&Riabeat: URLhteu/quadimar@eic2edRabaeuaime

(Accessed 24-2024)

2Bar ki, C. (2021) O6Rabat: Ville |l umibompeAvalabkemt t al e c
https://www.lopinion.ma/Rabafille -lumiere-capitaleculturelledu-mondeislamique a20537.html (Accessed

25-08-2022)

23 MoroccanGovernmen{2020)Rapportsur le biendu patrimoinemondial:Rabat Rabatp.17

24 Rabat Region Amenagement (n.dRabat, ville lumiére et capitale marocaine de la cultud®ailable at:
https://www.rra.ma(Accessed 204-2024)

25 Rabat Region Amenagement (n.dRabat, ville lumiére et capitale marocaine de la cultud®ailable at:
https://www.rra.ma(Accessed 204-2024)
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LES 7 AXES DU PROGRAMME

RABAT VILLE LUMIERE

i3
i

Axe 1: Sauvegarde du patrimoine

Figure 1.1: Axes of City ofLights programme. Sourc®abat Region Amenagemdntd.) Rabat, ville lumiere
et capitale marocaine de la cultur&vailable at:https://www.rra.ma(Accessed 2M4-2024)

UNESCO recognized th€ity of Lightsinitiative as a significant planning and
development program but highlighted concerns regarding transparency. In Decision 43 COM
7B.52, UNESCO expressed dissatisfaction with the lack of information about the prégram.
In response to these concerns, the Moroccan government publisteepiwe on the World
Heritage of Rabain 2020.2” Prior to this, information about the program was limited to
glimpses in journal articlé$or on the website of the regional development agéhayith the
availability of the2020 reportl gained access to the details of the seven axes of the program,

which | compiled and summarized in Taklé.

26 UNESCO (2019) Available ahttps://whc.unesco.org/fr/decisions/7488¢tcessed 2@4-2024)
2 MoroccanGovernmen{2020)Rapportsur le biendu patrimoinemondial: Rabat Rabatp.13
28 MoroccanGovernmen{2020)Rapportsur le biendu patrimoinemondial: Rabat Rabat

®Bar ki, C. (2021) O6Rabat: Ville |l umibompeAvalabet t al e c
https://www.lopinion.ma/Rabaf¥ille -lumiere-capitaleculturelledu-mondeislamique_a20537.html (Accessed
25082022); Lahjomri, A. QUID)Av&IdbleatRI&IbhtpS:/quighrealsocite/Re®eas, ? 6 ,

peuaime(Accessed 2@4-2024);Challenge.ma (207t0 06092 0 18) . 6 Rabat: new generat.
pp.3839. Available athttps://www.cfcim.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/08/Rabat.jAccessed 3A2-2020)
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Table 11: Axes of City of Light project. SourdgloroccanGovernmen{2020)Rapportsurle biendu
patrimoinemondial: Rabat.Rabafpp.13-20.

Axe Axe focus Axe aims Budget
number

1 Preservation an{ Enhancing Rabat's cultural appe 94 millions
promotion of the city'sand preserving its historicg (US dollar)
cultural and civilizationa| significance  while  embracin
heritage. modernity

2 Conservation of gree| Strengthening Rabat's status ag 100 millions
spaces and environmeni green city through variou (US dollar)
assets. initiatives related to green spact

public squares, forested areas,
environmental protection.

3 Strengthening of basil Enhancing human developme 143 millions
social amenities  an| indicators in various sectors such| (US dollar)
improving access to loci health, education, youth and spo
services. social welfare, and religious place

Overall, the aim is to strengthe
community wellbeing, education
sports, and social serviceshile
enhancing local governance a
administrative efficiency.

4 Urban development an Preservation, rehabilitation, ar 150 millions
enhancement  of  thl enhancement of Rabat's urly (US dollar)
cityscape. landscape, including the protecti

and valorization of archaeologic
sites and coastal areas. Overall,
goal is to improve the quality ¢
urban life and safeguard Rabg

cultural and archéectural heritage.
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5 Improvement of urbal In terms of transportation, th 85 millions
mobility. program  advocates for th (US dollar)
modernization of both road and r;

infrastructure, as well as tramwg

services.
6 Promotion of economi{ Requalification and reorganizatiq 78 millions
activities. of components within the municip{ (US dollar)

central market in the meding
integrating the Kissariat Oue
Addahab into the commercial urb
fabric of the medina and upgradi
local markets and specializé
markets located in the medin
Akkari, I'Ocean, Youssoufia, Agdal
Ryad, and Yacoub Al Mansour.

7 Strengthening o| The entire road network serving t| 292 millions
infrastructure and city city and connecting its variol (US dollar)
decongestion. neighborhoods has undergone

series of measures.

The role and significance of the medina within the program will be further elaborated upon in
the main body of the thesis. The primary focus of this section was to introduCeatyhef

Lightsprogram

3. A double issue outlined in the literature

In recent years, scholaripterest has grown significantip the urban development
projects and transformations taking place in Rabat. The capital of Mousechbto seem less
interesting compared to the financial hub Casablanca, Tangier the dangerous, Fes the

mysterious or Marrakech the cosmopolitan hotsptitused to have a reputation of being a

®Sherwood S (2007) 636 h oNew svorki Timeshaitablea &t: ehstgy/traveMo r
nytimes.com/2007/11/11/travel/11hours.html (Accesse@@2 02 0) ; Wil liams G (2010
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dull place, especially compared to these other Moroccan cities. But the capital shifted its
identity: from being the unsung capital of Morocco to the capital of culture

The primary issue that the literature outlined is that these preatsegreg Valley,
infrastructure restructuratiogity of Lights are prioritizing global capital and city branding
above all el se, i .°A Theyuattel despribess tshiowcase sudanismé e d s
designed to cater to elite interetF his is because the branding of Rabat took prevalence over
the lived experience of its people. There is a disconnection between official promotional
campaigns positioning Rabat as a desirable destination and the lived experiences of its
residents* This is why Bogaert has specifically labelled the Bouregreg Valley project as an
embodiment of "globalized authoritarianism,” framing it as a neoliberal class project
facilitating capital accumulation and social conftol

These projects represent a risk of marginalisation for the majority of local communities,
except the elite minorityin response to that, many scholars advocate for an approach that
recogni ze c 7% tand zae rindlissive gpgrticipatoyy approach for a sustainable

development’ Others even saw the potential of thigh scale urban projects like the

2010: #16. NBla rYorla KrieneshAdailable at: http://travel.nytimes.com/2010/01/10/travel/
10places.html?pagewanted=all (Accessed@2020).

"Dines, N. (2021) 6Towards a finewd0O Moroccan capital?
nati onal s pdantties 2B(6), pR @3d.at 6 ,

2Bargach, J. (2011) 6Rabat: From Capi tTlelEvoliog AGb ob al M
City: Tradition, Modernity and Urban Developmeiew York: Routledge, pp. 9217; Zemni, S. and Bogaert,

K. (2011) O6Urban renewal and soci al devel Repiemweoht i n M
African Political Economy38(129), pp.408417.

33 Barthel, PA. and Mouloudi, H. (2009) oO6Waterfronts de Cas
Urbanisme n°369 (Novembér December), pp.556.

%Khar mich, H. and Sedreddine, M. (2020) ORabat, a Me
I mage an dThd AdaslemiciRésgadch Community PublicatB8ih), pp.8591; Elouali, A.,et.al. (2020)
60Touristicds destination brand i mage: Pr oAgwarxéstini on of
Science, Technology and Engineering Syst&(63, pp.17501758.

®Bogaert, K. (2018) o6l magineer i ng GlobalizedwAutlodtariansmr eg v al

Minnesota: University of Minnesota Press, pp-152.

®¥Studer, H. (2015) o6Constit ut iUnbgn Studidss2(B), pp.p0asdd9.i n t he N
SMoul oudi, H. (2010) O6Reactions f r o BuilbEaliranment3a2),bi g ur b
pp.236§244; Moul oudi, H. (2009) OL' eem@ahieargdEMmEnt7,pd.d1 | a Corr
28; Elhamdouni, Setal.( 2023) o6Beginning of Participatory Urbanis
Mo r o cGivibaind Environmental Engineeringvailable at https://doi.org/10.2478/ce20230021(Accessed

26-10-2023Y Er adi , A. and Mof |l i h, Y. (2022) o6Valorisati ol
patrimoni al e et attractivit® tloamnatiorslt iJogunal: of Cas de
Accounting Finance, Auditing, Management and Economgg;1), pp.408420 Mout t aki , A. (2022)

smart city, ese | | e p ar Commungationj Teehfofogies et Développeméat Studer, H. (2015)
6Constituting ur ban s pJebaneStudiass2(6)hpp.1006001DEhanadaunicSetralt e x t 6 ,
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Bouregreg Valley and City of Lightsin enhancing civil society engagement in urban
governance®

But the neglect of citizens for the branding of the city is not the only issue. The projects
are also seen asway to perpetuate a scission in the city, between an emerging futuristic part
of the city and the underdeveloped heritage parfhis in turn createsensions between
Rabat's UNESCO heritage commitments and its overarching metropolitan anfSifiéns.
double speed of development is perceived as a continuity of French colonial planning ideals in
Rabat where heritage is left for the image of the city and new development used to show the
progress of the countfy This only feeds aontinued social stratification and fragmentation of
the city*?, aspredicted by the influential work of Abughod decadeaga®® Yet, heritage for
Rabat is argued to be an essential factor of development, besides being useful for the branding
of the capitaf* This led me to note a major gap within the literature: the absence of
contemporanR a b anteding inacademic researchVe will see why this lack of research

constitutes an issue in the next section.

¥Moul oudi, H. (2010) O6Reactions fr o BuilbEalirenment3a2),bi g ur b
pp.230 244.

®Wang, . (2018) O6Traditional andMofeacd Warld NetwsURL: A Tal €
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2018/08/252484/traditidoalristic- history-culturerabat (Accessed 24

06-2022)

O®Kharmich, H. and Meryem, B. (2021) o6Le Patrimoine M
ambition de m®tropol i sat i Afmicana@adeditairanedn dourmal of Architectluee Ra b at
and Urbanism3, pp.118 129.

“Bargach, J. (2011) O6Rabat: From Capi tTlelEvoliog AGb obal M
City: Tradition, Modernity and Urban Developmehtew York:Routledge, pp. 99417, Wagner, L., & Minca,

C. (2014) ORabat retrospective: Co | Orban &tudiedbHI4), t age i1
pp.30113025.

2Saoud, R., & Mushatat, S. (2011) 6éThe Politics of L
Af r i c abhona@rd 5(3).0 ,

43 Abu-Lughod, J. L. (1980Rabat: Urban ApartheidPrinceton: Princeton University Press.

“Radoi ne, H. and Aomorali, S. (2019) O6Rabat, Mor occo
Strategies and | mplementati ond, Reshaping OrHaa rCenservationP . and
Creativity, Heritage and the Citgerlin: Springer, pp.42333.
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4. Case study: the medina of Rabat

Figure 1.2: Shops in Rabat®ledina. Source: Author

The term fimedinado refers to the historica
cultural, social and economic hub of everyday. life the context discussed earlier, two
priorities emerged for Rabat: its identity onational and global scale, and its see@mnomic
development. The main aim of the governnismtttracting global capital. However, along this
pursuit, citizens have been overlooked. Despite this new context being an active area of study,
the medina is absent from tlaeademiadiscussionsThis absence was particularly evident
when I was reading schol arly | iterature f c
precedingly).Yet, the medina contributes to both identity and development, while also

presentinghallenges for both.
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On the concept of identitynedinas have acquired a central role in shaping the
Moroccan national narrative and defining Morocco's image internati6nailyaranteeing its
traditions and identit§® However, the medina of Rablaas not been a specific focal point in
scholarly research, except in the context of its colonial managéffént a city that pursise
the enhancement of its branding, there is a clear gap of updated and nuanced understanding of
its medinaThis gap refers to the lack of current insights into the values that the medina holds
for the communities, hindering the capital 6:
into its branding strategies and its overall revitalization.

Enhancing the medinads identity and gl ob
reassessment conducted in collaboration with local communities. This involves actively
engaging the previous and current residents to uncover their current definitions, aradue
aspirations for the medina. By incorporating these insights into the revitalization of the old
cor e, we cah not only preserve the medinabd
resonancéoth in Morocco and on the global scene.

This updated and multayered understanding is crucial at this particular juncture as
Rabat reinvents its identity and global image through project€lilyeof Lights If this updated
understanding is not realised, the medina local representation will be marginalized both in the
literature but also in itgs worldwide representations | ndeed, there is a r
voices would bevershadowetyy universalizing voices after the 2012 UNESCO inscription.
Since the medi na i ddentty, i siingortanf to havéthio voesc an s 0
included. Otherwise, its global representation will be incongruent with the local reality.

In addition to concerns about misrepresentations, it is imperative to understand the
contemporary dynamics and values of the medina from grassroots, comueniigd
perspective for another compelling reason. Failing to incorporate local perspectivesuaiay
in urban interventions that jeopardize the essence of the place and disrupt its historical

continuity. Rabat has previously experienced the repercussions of a stdovtapnitiative

4 Coslado, E. and McGuinness, ¢.2 0 1L8s)médinas du Maroc en mutation. Quelpesspectives pour

lar e c h e n dviédin&sdimmuables? Gentrification et changement dans les villes historiques marocaines
(19962010)[Online]. Rabat: Centre JacquBerque. Available at: kttp://books.openedition.org/cjb/342>.

ISBN : 9791092046014. DQlhttps://doi.org/10.4000/books.cjb.34Accessed: 207-2019)

46 Speechby Hassanll of July the21™ in 1980, cited inMoroccanGovernmen{2020) Rapportsur le bien du
patrimoinemondial: Rabat Rabafp.25

“Th®liol, M. (2014) 6Am®nagement et pr ®sles Qahiers on de
dd6 EMA2?), pp.4Y70; Kassab, R. Y. (2022) O6A hole in the wal/l
building of the Central Market in Rabat, Morocco (1022 2 5Pladnjng PerspectivesAvailable at:
https://doi.org/10.1080/02665433.2022.21309@%ccessed 066-2023)
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the Rabaille train station The train station is a classified historical monument from the
colonial eraghat was converted into an art gallery and a shopping centre. The change of function
did not constitute an issue. What did is #pectaculaphysicaltransformation: a futuristic
metallic rooft was built over itThis drew criticism from UNESCE and the academic
community for compromising the heritage character ofplaee®® Such errors could prove
detrimental to the capital. Therefore, for the successful revitalization of the medina, it is crucial
to consider and incorporate the voices of the local community. Unfortunately, this essential
understanding is currently lackingthe case of Rabat's medina.

This research holds both importance and urgency due to its direct implications for the
preservation and sustained development of the medina, a pivotal aspect of the city's overall
progress. Existing literature outlined that lasgpale projects in Rabat g® risks to local
communities, particularly the vulnerable ones, which the medina principally hosts. Properly
revitalizing this heritage is not only crucial for the nation's development, a priority championed

by the government, but also for the continafyivelihoods within the medina.

5. Purpose: Aim, objectives and questions

The mainamof the thesis is to explore the r
shedding light on the discourses of the government and the communities. Through this
investigation, the primary objective is to attain a holistic understanding of how the medina is
percaved and approached. Then, through the mwdtal understanding articulated, this
research providevaluable insights in informing the continuity of the medina while aspiring to

speak to the multiplicity of stakeholder perspectives.

The specifiobjectivesare, in order:

1. Identifying and reviewing the urban cycles of the medina to better understand

the key processes that shaped and influenced the medina over time

48 UNESCO (2021)State of Conservation reporvailable at:https://whc.unesco.org/fr/soc/4238ccessed:

20-07-2022)

“Hassan, R. and Salwa, A. (2019) O6Rabat, Morocco: Sus:
and I mplementationé, i n ReghaingUrbanXCordervatiom dhe BistanicdUsban n, F.
Landscape Approach in Actiobondon: WileyBlackwell. pp.431432
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2. l nvestigating the institutional and
through four parameters: definition, significance, discontinuity and contitfuity

3. Comparing and contrasting the discourses to identify which values sustain the
significance of the medina of Rabat and which values lead to its.éfecay

Questions

Thecentral questionin this dissertation asks how do the communities and government
portray the medina in their discourses and how can these multiple representations inform the
continuity of the medina?

The specific questions which drive the research are:

1. Definition: How is the medina of Rabat defined, presented, and understood?
2. Significance How arethe mediné salues being portrayed in the government

and the communitiesd di scourses?

3. Discontinuities. How are national institutions and communities perceiving and

portraying the main discontinuities of the medina and their main causes?
4. Continuity : How do communities and national institutions want to ensure the

continuity of the placeAnd how are they ensuring it?

5. Conceptual Framework

| am explaining here the framework of concepts and assumptions that underpin and

guide my researctt

Postmodern

The postmodern has often been synonymous with the trajectory of Western advanced
nations in the posgndustrial era, from the 1950s onwards. These are seen as the places where
the rise of globalization and new media technologies redefined social stsiengr&aditional

50The Literature review will explain why these four parameters were chosen.

51 Mechta, K. (1991Maghreb, architecture et urbanisme: Patrimoine, tradition et moderRigéis: Publisud,
p.52

52 Maxwell, J. A. (2012 Qualitative research design: Anteractive approachLondon: Sage publications, p.33
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institutions®® But postmodernity as conceptualized within the scope of my theiss,
characterised bthe exponential interconnectedness among different societies and traditions,
manifesting through heightened flows of information, ideas, capital, and human migration
traversing national boundarigsThis interweaving of global forces and cultural exchanges
defines the posinodern society.

However, the realities of urban development in -Wéestern contexts were often
underlooked. By acknowledging the global nature of-puostlernity, my research challenges

the exclusionary tendencies within academic discourse, particularly concerning Arab

contries®1 n del i berately choomodgrmn®, aldopéeéek heo

neglect and enrich our understanding of the diverse manifestations -oh@adstn urbanism
across the globe. For instance, Rabat emerges as a pertinent case study-wiodgrostity,
embodying the interplay of globalization, technological advancements, and shifting socio
cultural dynamics.

On the other hand, my thesis aligns withkeypostd er ni st concept s.
of metanarratives is a foundational premise that the truth does not exist but there is a
coexistence of multiple truttS8Foucaul t 6s expl oration of the
resonates with my thesis assumpti®hBinally, the concept of hypeaeality by Baudrillard,
where the perception of reality becomes intertwined with mediated representations, is
particularly interesting for my resear¢tindeedthis is pertinent in the context of Rabat where
the government put a strong emphasis on city branding and the construction of urban narratives.

The exploration of heritage as a discursive construction exemplifies this, andvthiat is/e

will see next.

53 ReviseSociology (n.d.)) From Modernity to Posinodernity Available at:
https://revisesociology.com/2016/04/09/franodernityto-postmodernity/(Accessed 032-2020)

54 ReviseSociology (n.d.)) From Modernity to Posiodernity Available at:

https://revisesociology.com/2016/04/09/franodernityto-postmodernity/(Accessed 032-2020)

55 Elsheshtawy, Y. (2011Fhe Evolving Arab City: Tradition, Modernity and Urban Developmeohdon and
New York: Routledge.

56 Lyotard, J:F. (1979)La condition postmodem Paris: Editions de Minuit.

57 Foucault, M. (1969). 6 a dologie du savoirParis: Gallimard.; Foucault, M. (1998)rveiller et punir Paris:
Gallimard.

58 Baudrillard, J. (1981%imulacres et SimulatiofParis: Galilee.
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Heritage is a discursive construction

Simply put, discourse is the way we talk and write about heriageis is the definition of
the term as it is used in this thedibe premise of my thesis aligns with the work of Laurajane
Smith, who asserted that the value of heritage is not inherent but rather a cultural c#hstruct
This construction occurs through discourse, which not only shapes the understanding of
concepts like heritage but also influences actions, social and technical practices, and the
construction and reproduction of knowledge. Simply put, discourse is how we discuss and
frame the idea of heritage.

On a different note, the reality of the medina is not solely assessed through its material
infrastructure and services. The reality of the medina also encompasses the collection of
discourses, images, and representations that graduallyofgertapping layers on top of the

actual, tangible realit§*

Continuity

Drawing inspiration from Khalaf's research, my thesis axlbygt concept of continuity
rather than authenticity. Khalaf contends that the effectiveness, credibility, and practicality of
heritage management, encompassing both policies and practices, can be enhanced by
operationalizing the concept of continut8According to the Oxford dictionary, continuity is
defined as 'the unbroken and consistent existence or operation of something ovétiise."
concept, clearer than authenticity, has been somewhat neglected in international heritage
policy.

Effective heritage protection does not solely aim for the preservation of authenticity but

rather focuses on managing continuity and fostering compatible change in avevearg

“Waterton, E., Smith, L. and Campbell, G. (2006) o6The
Charter and #eroatiandl Jourmakcof Heritage Studiek?(4), pp. 33B355.

50 Smith, L. (2006)Uses of HeritageLondon: Routledge.

SLahbil Tagemouati, N.-tdl21060)ne Lwalm®uri héa Idre Eatst eadr a,
and Volait, M. (eds.Patrimoines en situation. Constructions et usages en différents contextes urbains: Exemples
marocains, libanais, égyptien et suissB.eyr out h / Rabat: Presses de I 61
doi:10.4000/books.ifpo.899 (Accessed:@A2021)

®2Khal af, R. W. (2019) 6éContinuity: a fundamental yet
International Journal of Cultural Policy27(1), pp. 10P116.

63 Oxford Dictionaries (2019)Continuity Available at: https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/ continuity

(Accessed 312-2020)
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world.®* Moreover, the concept of continuity aligns well with the contemporary international
agenda on urban heritage that will be detailed next. The underlying aim is not only to sustain
the significance of heritage places but also to accommodate and harmonmeghate
contemporary interventions that have minimal adverse impact on the attributes of significance.
In this context, continuity involves the management of change, emphasizing compatible
transformations that allow the values and attributes of heritage to persist. While authenticity
may be interpreted rigidly, advocating for heritage that remains unchamoygchuity supports
and guarantees authenticity without rejecting the possibility of acceptable Ch#rgkthis

is why the concept of continuity is used in my research.

Discontinuity

Discontinuity is the o6crises and breache:
lead to significantly different future scenari$These are events or situations that disrupt the
normal flow or trajectory of the medina. They are not random or accidental occurrences.
Instead, they are often the result of underlying factors, trends, or dynamics that have been
building up over time. Therepresent a departure from the expected or usual course of events.
Discontinuities have the potential to alter the future in a substantial and transformative way.
They can lead to outcomes that are markedly different from what was previously anticipated
or wished for.

Values and cultural significance

In my thesis, | employ the concepts of significance and values interchangeably. The

exploration of cultural heritage values has a rich history within the research’fihis is

Khal af, R. W. (2020) O6Authenticity or Continuity ir
Convention? Scrutinizing Statements of Outstanding Universal Value| 2978 Heditage 3(2), pp. 24B274.

85 UNESCO. (2004pProceedings of the International Conference on the Safeguarding ofTangible and Intangible

Cultural Heritage: Towards an Integrated ApproadNara, Japan, 2@3 October 2004. Paris: UNESCO.

Available at: https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000147097 (AccesS82069)

%6 Raymond, B.etal.( 2012) O6Economic, Environmental , Soci al and
and Devel opment s 6he Madina: Bia Rebtaration M Congervation)of Historic Islamic Cities

London and New York: I.B. Tauris, p.12

Ashworth, G.J. and Voogd, H. (1986) 6The marketing o
J.J.M. and Bongenaar, A. (edBlanning without a passporttrecht: Elinkwijk, pp. 380; Carnegie, G.D. and

Wol nizer, P.W. (1995) 6The financial valwue of cultur a
Australian Accounting Revievg(9), pp. 314 7 ; Mazzanti, M. ( 200 2d)menéigdal,l t ur al
multi-valueand multat t r i but e economic good: toward a new frame:
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because the concept of value has a central importance in the protection and maintenance of
cultural heritagé® The preservation of heritage has always been driven by its inherent value,
as societies naturally seek to conserve what they hold dear.

Theconcept of cultural significance, as introduced in the Burra Charter, holds particular
importance in my research. It is because it extends beyond the materiality of heritage to
encompass its associations and mearfitijlee Burra Chartepublished in 1979 by Australian
ICOMOS, outlines principles and procedures for conserving Australian heritage sites,
introducing forms of cultural heritage beyond physical aspects, replacing the Venice Charter
as the foundation of national heritage pragiand setting international standards for heritage
conservatior® In 2013, it presented officially theotion of cultural significance which is
linked to the continuous use of a place. This charter showed a greater role of the social
dimension to the construction of heritage val(fes.

In this context, cultural significance refers to the importance of a site, determined by
the aggregate of values attributed to it. Values are not inherent to objects; rather, they are
ascribed to heritage by individuals. This recognition explains why sahgsociated with
heritage can change or continue over tidia essence, people play a crucial role in attributing

value to cultural heritage. Thus, peopleessential in my study for understanding the heritage.

The Journal of SociEconomics31(5), pp. 52% 5 8 ; Noonan, D. S. (2003) O6Contin
resources:ame@mnal yti ¢ r ev i elournal 6f cultutabecdnomic7(34)t pp.rl=95676; Hassan,

R. (2003) -ObaSedrcuteal, ensiroimemal, and economic development: The case of the walled city

of Fezéd, i n The humanisustinable citye @hallenges and perspectives from the habitat,agend.
Burlington: Ashgate, pp.45% 7 7; Tuan, T.H. and Navrud, S. (2008) o6Ca
her i tJaugna @f, cultural heritage 9(3), pp. 326337; Safiullin, L.N.,etal. ( 201 4 ) -econSmicc i 0
devel opment of the regi on alifeSciercesJounald(6sh ppi 408804 and cul t
8 Torre, M. de la (2020Assessing the Values of Cultural Heritag®s Angeles: The Getty Conservation

Institute, p.3.

8 Fairclough, Normarf2001)6T he di scour se of New L ab oimnTaylor, Srandt i c al d

Wetherell, M (eds.piscourse as data: a guide for analysisandon:Sage and the Open University.240.

®L.ogan, W. () O6lntroduction: Voi ces Historic Bnvitoimentl8er i pher
(1), pp-28.

1 Australia ICOMOS (2013)The Burra Charter. The Australia ICOMOS charter for places of cultural

significance Article 1. Available at: http://portal.iphan.gov.br/uploads/ckfinder/arquivos/Bwgra-Charter
2013Adopted31_10_2013.pdf. (Accessed-02-2022)

2 Labadi, S. (2013UNESCO, Cultural Heritage, and Outstanding Universal Value: \ased Analyses of
the World Heritage and Intangible Cultural Heritage Conventidramham: Altamira Press, p.54; Avrami, E., R.
Mason, and M. de la Torre (2000plues and Heritage Conservation: Research Refars Angeles: Getty
Conservation Institute, p.6; Leitdo, L., Wigboldus, L., Bourdin, G. and Badman, T. (2@bnREecting Practice
Phase II: Final Report. P.2[®nline]. Available athttp://openarchive.icomos.org/184Accessed 2H6- 2021);
Mufioz Vifas, S. (2017)he Transactional Nature of Heritage Conservatidmsterdam: Reinwardt Academy
Amsterdam University of the Arts, p.57.
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Community

The utilization of the concept of community has proven highly effective in English

language studies on heritage. However, its application in German and French discussions on

heritage presents greater challenges and is less widegpheagkneral, 'community’ refers to

‘ordinary people,’ individuals lacking the authority to assert their vision or influence others

officially, in contrast to the state. This concept has servedasteasting representation to the

traditional notion of heritage thatasoften biased towards aristocratic interéétis presented

an alternative perspective that aimed to broaden the scope of heritage to include diverse cultural

narratives, challenging the dominant narratives of privilege and elitism often associated with

traditional heritage preservation.

Yet, it has its limitations, particularly in its tendency to homogenize and totalize people

and places, lacking room for differentiatiorand its preference for collectivizing

individualities”® | do acknowledge this limitation in my thesis. To addresshifyé tried to be

granular in my presentation of the findings. | specify the speaker's age;catiomal

background, and connect.]

2.

In a broader sense, the community comprises those who care about the medina of Rabat

and value its continuity. As expressed by one of my interviewees, an architect activist

on t o t ppendices Hand a

advocating for the rehabilitat:i

affectively impacted by the destiny of theycif

“Berger, S., Di cks, B. and
International Journal of Heritage Studie®6(4), p. 326.
“Berger, S., Di cks, B. and
International Journal of Heritage Studie®6(4), p. 327.
“Berger, S., Di cks, B. and
International Journal of Heritage Studie®6(4), p. 327.
Interview, 188December 2020, O6L450,
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6. Significance of research

This research goes beyond the investigation of the medina of Rabsis to add to
multiple fields of studies: the medina, the Arab world within the -pastlern world, and

heritagestudies. We will start from the narrowest to the broadest.

Medina

The medina is currently grappling with an ongoing quest for its identity, aiming to
maintain a connection with its past while aligning with its contemporary context. The existing
literature emphasizes the necessity for a fresh approach to reading, iimgyared analyzing
the medin&. Notably, the literature lacks representation from a local perspective. The
forthcoming literature review will focus on the medina, shedding light on the imperative for a

renewed conceptualization in order to address these gaps.

Morocco or the MENA region in a postmodern era

The Rabat case study significantly contributes to the evolving discourse on Moroccan
cities, a focal point advocated by url@anning researchers in Moro¢€oAmidst the ongoing
urban transformations in Morocco, the exploration of Rabat's medina providesdeptiin
understanding of the complexities involved by these changes. Beyond merely achieving a
holistic comprehension of the medina, contrasting localesivith governmental perspectives
aims to uncover power dynamics and tensions between government objectives and community
interests. These tensions are inherent to therpodern and global era.

Indeed, in recent literature, themes of globalization, identity, and representation in the
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region has gained attentfidrecedingly, cities this

7" Jayyusi, S. Ket al.(2008) The city in the Islamic World_eyde: Brill Academic Pub; Elsheshtawy, Y. (2004)

Planning middle eastern cities: an urban kaleidoscdpendon and New York: Routledge Taylor & Francis

Group.

8 Chouiki, M. (2017Un si " cl e doéurbani sme. .LePadreivse:nilr6é Hlaer nhaat tvan .|
“Andraos, A. ( 20 Pl&ces Jaumdlleailable athttpsd/doi.oygfil0.22269/16053Accessed

13-08-2022) Andraos, A. (2016Yhe Arab City: Architecture and Representatibiew York: Columbia Books
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regionhave been overlooked in the global city literature, despite facing similar challenges as
Western citie¥. My thesis recognizghat researching neWestern areas can be a compelling
field of study due to their distinct urban processes and inherent global impli&ations

The few existing studies on the MENA region and globalization predominantly focus
on topdown perspectives, analysing government policies, official discourses, and the impacts
of largescale projects. However, there is a noticeable gap to the perspeufivesal
communities, that my research wants to answer. The decision to examine thesedsrst
dynamics through the lens of heritage stems from the understanding that heritage holds
significant cultural influence in contemporary global sociétie¥his perspective will be

further explored in the following paragraph.

Heritage studies

As stated in the documents@ity of Lightson t he case of Rabat ds
illustration, on a small s &% Indeed, tlefdiffiaulh i s s U
equilibrium between conservation and developmentsituation that urban heritage faces all
around the world. And as we will see, heritage has taken a central place in discussions on the

215 century city.

Over the past 30 years, there has been a noteworthy shift in thinking about the role of
culture in the sustainable development of cities. From being a niche concern of a select group
of specialists, culture has transformed into a fundamental aspect ofmmiideeand human

rights. It now serves as a driving force for development processes and a crucial pillar of

on Architecture and the City.; Elsheshtawy, Y. (20B#nning middle eastern cities: an urban kaleidoscope

London and New York: Routledge Taylor & Francis Group.; Elsheshtawy, Y. (201 Evolving Arab City:

Tradition, Modernity and Urban Developmehbndon and New York: Routledge.

%Fuad K. Mal kawi 6s prologue calls for a new research
0The New Ar abElsMeshtawy ¥. 201iMkedEyolvinghArab City: Tradition, Modernity and Urban
DevelopmentLondon and New York: Routledge, p.14

88Bandarin, F. (2015) 6l ntroducti on: BabdarmaFn & ao@esser vat i o
R. (eds)Reconnecting the city. The historic urban landscape approach and the future of urban hedtetym:
Wiley-Blackwell, p.2

82 Harrison, R. (2012Weritage: Critical Approached ondon:Routledge, p.9

83 Moroccan Government (2010omplément au plan de gestjgn32
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sustainability?* Three pivotal documents the Agenda 2039, the UNESCO 2015 report
(Culture: Urban Futu@® and the New Urban Agenda in 2616 mark key milestones in
understanding the relationship between cities and heritage.

The Agenda 2030, a landmark international development agenda, officially recognized
culture as a cornerstone of sustainable development in®20&6al 11 of this agenda
specifically focuses omaking cities inclusive safe, resilient, and sustainable, explicitly

emphasizing the importance of heritéye

Il n preparation for the third Habitat Con
Urban Futured6 served as a policy fram@work t
It provided a global overview of tangible and intangible urban heritage conservation, shedding
light on differences in conservation practices worldwide. The report also highlighted the
growing importance of urban heritage as a field for private investamehpublic policies.

The Habitat Il conference in Quito in 2016, a critical urban policy event occurring once
every 20 years, presented an ideal opportunity for policy implementation in line with the
Agenda 2030 goal3.he Conference centered on the importance of cities in shaping our future
and the necessary policies for global development. In 2016, following a global consultation
process and adoption by the UN General Assembly, the Conference released the New Urban
Agenda. This agenda called for the future implementatiostrategic development policies

aimed at preserving a diverse range of tangible and intangible cultural Héritage

%For a detailed overview of this process, see: Bandal
A.P. and Bandarin, F. (ed&®Eeshaping Urban Conservation: The Historic Urban Landscape Approach in Action.
London: WileyBlackwell., pp.321.

8UN Gener al As s e mb | Reso{utiod adopted loy the Gen&rdd AsSembly od 25 September

2 0 1 Bhé Agenda 2030

86 UNESCO. (2016)Culture: Urban future. Global report on culture for sustainable urban developrRanis:
UNESCO.

87 United Nations (2016Yhe New Urban Agend#&vailable at:https:/habitat3.org/wjgontent/uploads/NUA
English.pdf(Accessed: 3@5-2018)

88 Point 36:We acknowledge the natural and cultural diversity of the world and recognize that all cultures and
civilizations can contribute to, and are crucial enablers of, sustainable development. Source: UN General
Assembly (21ResbbhéerofOaBppbed by the GernlberAgedndaAs s e mbl
2030

®UN Gener al As s e mb | Reso{utbid adopted loy the Gen&a AsSembly od 25 September

2 0 1 Bhé Agenda 2030

90 UNESCO(2016).Culture: Urban future. Global report on culture for sustainable urban developriremis:
UNESCO.

91 United Nations (2016Yhe New Urban Agend#&vailable at:https:/habitat3.org/wgontent/uploads/NUA
English.pdf(Accessed: 3@5-2018); UN. (2016)Habitat 1ll: The United Nations Conference on Housing and
Sustainable Urban Developmeruito, 1720 October 2016. Available dtttps://unhabitat.org/habitdit/
(Accessed: 3@5-2018)
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Recognizing the significance of urban heritage in boternational policies and
literature has highlighted the urgency of researching this field. Indeed, historic cities play a
crucial role in fostering human, social, and economic sustainable develdprissentially,
heritage shapes our future, as it is through the preservation and understanding of our past that

we envision and create possibilities for the future in our pr&3ent

7. Scope

The geographical scope of this research is focused specifically on the medina of Rabat.
As the historic urban core, the medina constitutes a distinct spatial, social, cultural, political
and economic subrea within the broader Rab@ale metropolitan regh. The aim is to
develop an irdepth, contextualized understanding of this particular locality.

The time scope of this research centers around the contemporary era, looking at
dynamics and visions following Rabat's inscription as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2012
up until the present day. This specific period was nicknamed the City of Lightsrefarence
to the projeciCity of Lights (20142018) as it was the project that focused the most on the
medina. Some wider contexts provided on Rabat's urban development trajectories,
governance dynamics, and cultural policy ambitions over the pasideares to enable the
analysis of the medina place within the city's changing priorities and strategies. Plus, the
medina's longer historical evolution will be outlined in chapter 4 to trace key drivers behind its
current form, functionality and status.

The conceptual scope involves the exploration of the representations and discourses
around this historic urban core from two main perspectivése national government
institutions and the local communities. These discourses will be analysed throudgdeyour
parameters definitions, significance, discontinuities, and continuity. This allows for a layered
understanding of how the medina is perceived, valued, and envisioned for the future.

The methodological scope relies on qualitative methods, drawing on two main primary

data sources: publicly available institutional documents and-steawtured interviews with

2Taylor, K. (2015). 06 CiVan @ess, Raand Bandhrin, Fr (edRgconreatinthe a p e s 0,
City: The Historic Urban Landscape Approach and the Future of Urban Heritagredon: WileyBlackwell,
pp.179202

9 Harrison, R. (2012Weritage: Critical Approached ondon:Routledge, p.7
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over 95 participants comprising residgrghop owners, and previous inhabitants from middle
class to elite societies. More information will be given in the methodology chapter.

The analytical scope looks across these two datasets to highlight areas of resonance,
divergence and tension between-tlgwn, official representations and bottap, grassroots
depictions of the medina. The aim is not to reconcile or merge these mpétipfeectives, but
rather to hold space for a discursive plurality.

The limitations of the study will be discussed in the conclusion chapter.

8. Overview of chapters

RESULTS

Background of
the discourses

|
|
|
|

| The cycles of urban mutation of Rabat’s medina |

‘ I The government’s representations of Rabat’s medina |

RESULTS
Answering Research
Questions ‘ I The communities’ representations of Rabat’s medina |
‘ Navigating Communities and Institutional Perspectives:
a Discussion on The Representations of Rabat’s Medina
DISCUSSION i

‘ Between Fact and Facade: Government and
Communities perspectives on Continuity

IR e

Figure 1.3: Overview of the chapters of thigesis with their titles. Source: Author

Introduction:

The introduction chapter sets the stage by providing a foundation for the study,
including the context on Rabat, the purpose of the study, its contribution and significance for

the fields of medinas and heritage.

Literature Review
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A comprehensive literature review on medinas is conducted to enhance our
understanding of the concept, revealing existing research gaps, particularly concerning the need

for a new conceptualization of the medina and considerations for its continuity.

Method Chapter:

This section details the research methodology employed for the study, showing the

gualitative approach used to investigate the medina of Rabat and address the identified gaps.

Chapter 4 : The cycles of ur ban mutation o

This chapter delves into the historical evolution and urban characteristics of the medina,
offering a contextual understanding of its development and functionality. It serves as a

presentation of the medina of Rabat, laying the groundwork for subseqagtersh

Chapter 5: The governmentds representatio

Focused on addressing the research questions, this chapter explores the medina's

representations from the government's standpoint.

Chapter6: The o mmuni ti es® representations of Rat

Focused on addressing the research questions, this chapter explores the medina's

representations from the communitiesd standp

Chapter 7: Navigating Communities and Institutional Perspectives: a Discussion on The

A

Representations of Rabat és Medi na:

This discussion chapter explores the meanings behind the findings outlined in chapters
5 and 6 about the representations of the medina. It shows how the findings enhance the

conceptualization of medinas and contribute to the theoretical framework ogberita

Chapter 8: Between Fact and Facade: Government and Communities perspectives on

Continuity:
This discussion chapter explores the meanings behind the findings outlined in chapters

5 and 6 about the continuity of the medina. It then showcases the contributions of the findings

to the broader field of heritage management and practices.
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Conclusion:
The concluding chapter summarizes key findings, highlights the implications of the
research, and offers insights into potential avenues for future studies. It provides a cohesive

wrap-up of the research journey undertaken in this PhD thesis.

Explanation of the overall structure of the thesis

In crafting the structure of the thesis, | consciously and delibaratedly marked a clear
delineation between chapters dedicated to presenting the raw results (chapters 5 and 6) and
those reserved for the-olepth analysis of those results (chapters 7 anith#s decision serves
multiple purposes. First, there was a commitment to preserving the integrity of the narratives
shared by my numerous interviewees. By dedicating a whole chapter solely to the exposition
of their perspectives, | sought to honor theiices without them being diluted in my analysis.

This separatiomot only ensures that their voices remain authentic, but also affords them the
recognition they deserve within academic discourse.

Moreover, this strategic placement of the analysis serves a scholarly objective. By
structuring and organizing the data in chapters 5 and 6, | aimed to create a foundation that
future researchers can readily access and build ufmese chapters serve as a database,
offering a comprehensive repository of meticulously collected data that can fuel further inquiry
and exploration. Future researchess draw further conclusions and uncover novel insights. |
want, through the chosen structure, to foster atificollaboration and knowledge exchange
within the community.

Finally, | seek to offer a blueprint that can be adaptedappiied to diverse case
studies, extending the utility of this research beyond the confines of the specific medina under
examnation, here Rabat. The methodology chapter will offer additional transparency on the

process.
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Conclusion

Thisintroductory chapter has outlined the foundations and rationale for the thesis. This
study explores the representations of Rabat's medina from governmental and community
perspectives through four key parameters: definition, significance, discontinuity and
continuity. As such, the thesis aims to develop a more nuanced and holistic understanding of
the opportunities and challenges facing contemporary medinas.

The study focuses on the present moment in Rabat, where the city is grappling with
balancing its aspirations as a global capital and preserving its historical urban core, primarily
found in the medina. The study's scope is centered on the medina buerohsidder urban
policy changes in Rabat as a crucial context. This period of change presents a unique
opportunity to better understand the opportunities and challenges facing medinas in the 21st
century.

To achieve this, a qualitative methodology is proposed. It involves analyzing
documents and conducting interviews to compare perspectives fredowop sources like
governmental institutions with those from residents, shopkeepers, and civil society.

Conceptually, the study is anchored in critical heritage theory asserting that heritage
values are not inherent, but rather culturally constructed through discourse and performance.

The importance of this research is highlighted by the gaps in existing literature on
medinas, the Moroccan city, the MENA region in the poetlern era, and the ongoing

discussions in heritage studies.
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Chapter 2: Literature Review

dThe traditional Arab city must be considered as an urban system with its
own originality[ €& éven though they may obey principles different to

those with which we are familiar

Raymond, A. (2005) o6Urban 1ife and,in@hodeiti)Ye(edeast ern ci
companion to the history of the Middle Eddew Jersey: WileyBlackwell, p.213.
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Introduction

Modern research into medinas has a long history that dates baclctdahial period,
starting with the writings of the brothers Mais from 1928*Cal | ed t Biet yd ,s | ami
extensive body of literature was interested in understanding medinas and defining them. This
is what the first section of this literature aims to provide: a grasp of the concept of medina. It
answers the first aim of my study, which is the comstrui on of t he medi nao:s
section will also reveal why there is a need for a new discourse of these historic cities, one that
includes the local understanding of these places, and one that focuses only on one case study.

My specific aim for this section is to understand how the medina was defined and
represented in the literature. We will see that Orientalism stayed a dominant discourse because
it gave birth to a field of study that tried to dismantle and contradict iy ¥ésv academics
stepped away from this discourse and tried to uncover the tangible or intangible reality of the
0l slGmiy®@. The majority focused mainly on fir
and searched for the main essence and influehaeshaped the city.

Three main myths were criticized: the Islamic influence on the city, the ahistorical and
placeless aspect, and the unplanned characteristic of Islamic cities. | will start by discussing
the semantics, then reviewing these myths.

The second section focuses on the second aim of my study: the continuity and future of
medinas. Although the literature represents the future of the medina in a variety of contexts,
this review will primarily focus on Moroccan medinas. The literature efancthis section
had to be undertaken with care because it was less structured than the first field of research.
For the first, the only keyword that€Ci twags, f u
and texts were linked between them so oneepd literature used to lead me to another.

However, while searching for literature in this sectidmMe discovered that two other
themes were suggested in the literature: the value of the medina and the transformations it went
through after the 1960s, when Morocco became independent.

In total, through the critical analysis of the literature, the four key parameters of my

research definition, value, discontinuity and continuityemerged as important to study.

“Mar -ais, W. (1928) ' LG®odinsptaensi srneen deuts |

et BellesLettres 72année, n1, pp.861 0 0 . ; Mar -ais, G. (1 ) O6lReavueconcept
d 6 Al(3,9p.517533; Marcais, G. (1954) 6 Ar chi tecture Musul mane déOcci d
Espagne et SicilieRaris: Arts et Metiers graphiques, pp.22% 2 ; Mar -ais, G. (1957) oL
Mel anges dobébhistoire et dobé,pp21h28lol ogi e de | occident
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1. What is the medina?

1.1 Thedslamic Cityd An Orientalist agenda that is being challenged/reviewed

The first modern researcheénserested in understanding the medina were the colonizers
who wanted to define the built environment of their colonies in North Africa and the Middle
East to better control them and assert domin&tidimeir definition of the place had an agenda:
to show the superiority of their cities, thus their culture, over what they have described as the
unplanned and disorganized cities of the colonized countries. Their vision of the medina was
oversimplified andreduced to a stagnant generalizable urban entity mainly determined by
Islamic faith norms. Thus, the name Orientalists gave it wadstaenic Citya

In contrast to depictions of European cities, descriptions of the qualities of cities in the
Islamic world tended to be more universal. Plus, it was set in contrast between a-forward
thinking Europe and a backwards Muslim wolidFigure 2.1 shows the stereotypidalamic
Citydin North Africa, which consists of a main mosque around which markets and baths are
built, followed by residential areas on the outskirts. The North African city, especially Fez in
Morocco, was the starting point of their studies and the classic exampleaon d&Ci 8% & mi ¢

This academic period has become known as Orientalism. The impact of this era was
tremendous as it constituted the dominant discourse. In the 1950s, this discourse underwent its
first significant revision with Edmond Pau§Former Head of The Fine Arts Department in
Morocco, Pauty initiated a revision of Orientalist studies by emphasizing the importance of
addressing the actual history and structure of these cities, rather than relying on their theoretical
models.

The debatevas continued n t he 1980s, coinciding with

book Orientalism®® The focus of the book was a literary criticism of Western representations

®Hanssen, J. (2010) O6History, heritage and modernity
r e c o n s tThaNetv Cambridige History of Islam: Muslims and Modernity Culture and Society Singe 1800

(July 2005), pp. 521548.
®Neglia, G. A. (
representation o
Publishers. P.5

2008) . 060Some historiographical not es
f  t dia. (EbsyThé Qity i thetlsjadic Warldh(2 \blBjllYeademic S .

Mar -ai s, W. (1928) ' ICohingpltensi s me deuts |dae sv ise®awnrckeassi rdee’ | ¢
et BellesLettres 72année (nl), pp.86-100
%Pauty, E. (1951) o6Villes Msmpmoalteasn Gkes led!| s tld telst cd GRERtes

99 Said, E. (1978Prientalism.London Penguin Classics
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of the East, especially their implicit domination through stereotypical portrayals of the East.
This has an indirect correlation with the built environment as it revealed how such portrayals
can influence and even shape the cultural perceptions of citiestiie East. An example of

this portrayal for the medina can be found in Figure 2.1.

Orientalism was even a subject of mockery because of the exaggerated romantic gaze
of the Occident on the Ori¢fl}, wher e col onials or Odoutsider:
culture of the othel® Their main issue was reading the medina by comparison to the Western
city that they deemed asiperior Theyhave failed to recognise theriations in history and
geography through the world, reducing the city to one unique point of'¥fetis important
to note that the discussion presented here, including the characterization of Orientalist
perspectives and their reductionist views of cities, may be somewhat simplified for the sake of
clarity and brevity.

From the impact oOrientalism and for my review to be more contemporary, | will
start my |iterature review from the 198006s o
literature andts first critiques, has been already exhaustively revie\ted

Indeed, in the 1980s, a new wave of scholarship and a fresh line of inquiry for the study
of medinas were established. There was a ri s
Cityo or i ent,atartingwith Abe.rusgthroudadtsi d niPfH and follbwed by wo r k
other key figures in the field like Raymond,-&syed, Hakim.

WHousefield, J. (2001) 6Orientalism as Irony in Gera
The walled Arab city in literature, architecture and history: The living medina in the Magdtwitdon: Frank

Cass Publishers, pp. i12b.

01 Gharipour, M. and Nilay, 2012 The City in the Muslim World: Depictions by Western Tr&Veters.New

York: Routledge

27Zubaida, S. (2006) 6 Max WebMWS®BM), pp.MELLIEIi ty and the | sl
Weel ik, Z. (1999) 6 Ne-We Atper odawnBlieot thed Society bf eArchitelstoral

Historians 58(3), pp.374381.;Al dou s, G. (2013) 6The | sl amiournataf t y crit

the Economic and Social History of the Origh®(3), pp. 471493.; Fal ahat, S. (2014) 6The
City.o06, inReFambhghag, tBe(€dty: A new conceptualisati on
Berlin: Springer,pp. 74 9 ; Fal ahat, S. (2018) O0The i deCliesarfd t he | ¢
metaphors: beyond imaginaries of Islamic urban sp&melin: Springerpp.1658;A1 Sayy ad, The. (1991
typical Musl im City, hi st or i ogCitegpand Caliptis; oa thecGemesieop t 6 , [
Arab Muslim UrbanismWestport: Greenwood Press, pp33 Al Sayyad, N. (1996) 6The
ur bani sm: an hi $STOR2P(®)gpp.-®WNH;iNege saay &, A. (2008) . 60Som
notes on the Islamic city with particular reference

al. (eds.)The City in the Islamic World (2 vol®8Jill Academic Publishers, pp-86; Bonine, M., Ehlers, E., Kraft,

T. and Stober, G. (1994he Middle Eastern City and Islamic Urbanism: An Annotated Bibliography of Western
Literature Bonn: Ferd.St ewart, J.-E4200dnpbaMi sdlei e ®rbaniGebgraphyi t y and
22(2), pp.175181.;Kopp, H. (1999) O6Recent Ger man gheArgorwondhi c al r
Geographer Vol . 2 (25); Falah, G. (1999) 6No |l onger "1l ost
Wo r | TdebArab World Geographg¥ol. 2, pp.8711

4abu-Lughod, J. L. (1liH87s)t oadTihce Mystlha milcs lcaimtiyce Essence, a
International Journal of Middle East Studjgmp. 155176.
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They deemed théahis reductioniststyle of reading the medina was inadequate as it
created multiple myths for the medina: a place frozen in time, a place generalizable in the
Islamic world, an unplanned chaotic space, and a pradisfamic rules. These myths will be
reviewed in the next subections.

1. Friday Mosque (Musiid Jumi 2. Marker 7 ) idemti,
r’Ha_:r‘?yr mg} Jami} arket (Sug) 3. Public Bath (Hemam) 4. Residential

FICURE 2.1 The Stereotypical Muslim City of North Africz Based on Texr by W. Marcais

(1928), G. Marcais (1945), R. LeTousm: Y and
{Author’s skecch} eau (1957), an J. Berque (1958}

Figure 2.1: The stereotypical Muslim City of North Africa. Souréésayyad N. (1991)Cities and caliphs: on
the genesis of Arab Muslim urbaniswWietsport: Greenwood Press, p.16.

1.2 The concept of théslamic City 6

Semantics

The word lhave used in my thesis to name this urban setting | am studying is medina,
to stay true to the Arabic name of these cities. Indeeblagdisi, a Jerusalenborn Arab
geographer (380/990) classified urban settlements in the Islamic world and developed a
hierarchy of four settlement typ¥s
a) Amesar (sing. Misr): metropolis
b) Qasabat (sing. Qasabah): provincial capitals

C) Mudun(sing. Madina): provincial towns, a main town of a district, or a market town

105 Al-Maqdisi (1906)Ahsan altagasimfi ma'rzfat ahgalim Leiden, p. 47
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d) Qura (sing. Qaryah): villages

In the Arabic language, medina means urban settlement, and is one of the principal
expressions of civilizatiof®. In the Muslim culture, the word medina reminds us of the city of
the prophet Medina. In etymology, the word medina m@asigke and submission, because it
developed as a place where a presiding government carried out security and justice
administration'%’ It is interesting to note that in the initial period of Islamic conquest, the cities
that were newly conquered or established were not designed as medinas but as Amsar. It was
when the Muslim population became predominant in them that they finally atguegr@ame
medinal®®

What we call cities is important. To the Orientalists, naming the medina the Islamic city
wasawayt@scertain 6otherness6 and what the occi
the Muslim world under one common denominator: Islamic faith. Their research has tended to
define these cities as somehow 0 lalsdoathisc 0. E
term, and it has been used in a lazy and imprecise manner to quickly define and label these
placest®®

However, there has been some questioning of this simplistic labelling and some
scholarsi like Raymond® or Wirth*'!, who we will see in the next sextierquestioned the
validity of the Islamic City terminology for two reasons. First, they were looking at the concept
and essence behind the medina other than Islam. Secondly, they also wanted to review this

universalizing tendency of the Orientalists thatilatites sameness to all medinas.

106 1hn Khaldun (2015MuggademahPrinceton: Princeton University Press, Abridged edition.

This book was written in 1377

WAl-wWal y, T. (1983) AlFilrAleArakyi4(29), pil0®. | s |1 amo,

18A] Sayyad, N. (1998) 6éContesting the Mdshmo@uhure Dual it
LXXIl (4), pp.120

Mar -ais, W. (1928) ' LCoinspltaensi srneen deuts |dae sv ise® aunrcbeasi ndee' ,|
et BellesLettres 72année, n, pp.86-1 0 0 . ; Mar -ais, G. (1945) OlRavueconcept
d 6 Al(3,ep.517533; Marcais, G. (1954) 6 Ar chitecture Musul mane doéOcci den
Espagne et SicilidRaris: Arts et Metiers graphiques, pp.22% 2 ; Mar -ais, G. (1957) o6L6u
Mel anges dobéhistoire et dobé,pp2®28lol ogi e de | doccident mu
WRaymond, A. (1994) o6l slamic city, BhAtshalournal oftMiddle or i ent
Eastern Studie1(1), pp. 818.

1Iwirth, E. (1982) ‘Villes islamiques, villes arabes, villes orientales? Une problématique face au changement,' in
Bouhdiba, A. and Chevallier, D. (ed&a ville arabe dans I'lslamTunis: Universite de Tunis.
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As a result, other names were given to label the metheatraditional city*? the
Arabo-Muslim city!*3 the Oriental city** the Mediterranean cit}y?. These new labels come
from the regions of these cities. But what other influences have shaped the city? This is what
we will see next.

Is there an Islamic city?Islam and other influences

In the literature on Islamic cities, the focus of the investigation shifted from looking for
a fundamentally Islamic essence in architecture and urban form in Orientalism to a discussion

of the extent to which Islam can be said to have shaped the citydR@).

2Raymond, A. (1994) o6l slamic city, BhAtshalburnal oftMiddle or i en't
Eastern Studie21(1), pp. 818.

113 Haneda, M. (1994)slamic urban studies: historical review and perspectiviesndon and New York:

Routledge.

4Wwirth, E. (1982) 'Villes islamiques, villes arabes, villes orientales? Une problématique face au changement,' in
Bouhdiba, A. and Chevallier, D. (ed&d ville arabe dans I'lslamiTunis: Universite de Tunis.; Wirth, E. (2000)
Die Orientalische Stadt Im islamischen Vorderasien und NordafBkalin: Zabern Philipp Von.

5Gil son Miller, S., Bertagnin, M. and Petruccioli
Jewish Quarter of Fez (1438 9 1J@ujnél of the Society of Architectural Historiai®®(3), pp. 310327.
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Islam being
the main
mfluence

Key Figure:
Started the
revision in the
1980s

N
/
.
N
S

®

1981 1989 2003

Al-Hathoul Hakim

Topography Rulers Local Culture
1988 1990 1991 1991 2002 2007 2012 2014
@ B Akbar = Bonine L Nezar As-Sayed = Weathley B 5000 B O Meara B Whitcomb B rahat B

1988 1994 — 2000 2001 2004
@Io_.%lwmésalm%%Iﬁa_Iom_mazeslooaeg-

Traditional city  Arabo-Muslim city Oriental city Mediterranean city

Islam being the main influence @ Islam & other influences @ Rejection of the label Islamic

Figure 2.2: Academics and the label Islamic City. Source: Author
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Islam as the mainonfiguration of urban form was defended by HakfinMortada!’
and AkHathoul'8, They have identified the way thelamic law, with its regulations and
statutory rules, acted as the guideline for building urban space and/hfle there may be
differing opinions regarding the Islamic city model, it is undeniable that Islam, as a

socioreligious system, has profoundly shaped the physical structure of cities where it holds

dominancé®.
Janet AbdLughod (19282 013) i n her major contrii butio
Hi storic Myth, 1sl amic Es $starteethe seeptidsm@ound e mp o

the term Islamic and openegb conversations about what other influences have shaped the
medina.For her, the flaw of Orientalists is their models basedoutcomes rather than
processes: 6OMuch |l ess attention was paid to
attempt made to explore the underlying causes of the particular patterns found in Islamic
ci tles. o6

The first orientalists on the medina, the Marcais brothers, created a chain of authority
that was taken on by future research, thus creating a series of biased research. This notion of
process is central thbu-L u g h evarlg giving a more dynamic and analytical model of the
Islamic city. This model is not only basedrefigion, but also on social, topographic, political,
legal and specific cultural elements. Three were emphasizedisthestion by neighborhoods,

the gender separation and the decengdlgy/stem of social ordefhese processes gave birth

to the particularities of the Islamic city:
privacy d%AHlerbevaartky .dave the i mpulse to redef
morphology.

Other scholars seen in Figure 2.2 joined the debate and looked at other influences on
the essence of the medina. The ruler being the main factor of influence on the city is the original

contribution of Nezar ASSayed, urban historian and a key figure i@ tblamic city debates,

16 Hakim, B. S. (1989Arabic-islamic cities: Buildings and Planning principlesondon: Routledge.

117 Mortada, H. (2003 raditional Islamic principles of built environmer@xon: Routledge.

118 Al-Hathloul, S. (1981)radition, continuity and change in the physical environment: the Araislim city,

PhD Thesis. Harvard University.

Dona J. Stewart (2001) 6éMi ddl e UthansGeography22a(2), pdt7udi es : i
20Abu-Lughod, J. L. (11948 %)t oadTihce Mystlha milcs lcaintiyce Essence, a
International Journal of Middle East Studjgsp. 155176.

2ippu-Lughod, J. L. (liH8 7s)t oadTihce Mystlha milcs lcaimtiyce Essence, a
International Journal of Middle East Studjgs 157

22pbu-Lughod, J. L. (liH87s)t oadTihce Mystlha milcs lcaimtiyce Essence, a
International Journal of Middle East Studjgs173
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especially withCities and Caliphs; on the Genesis of Arab Muslim Urbati$rile studied
the development of existing cities that then got occupied by the Muslims in their conquest, and
noticed that what had more influence on ttnee di nas wer e the <calipl
administrative motivesd The resul ting devel opment does nc
planning ideology but was rather reflective of the changing challenges faced by Arab caliphs
attempting t o c olffBesitles, dha Islamizatibneprocess rofethese rexsting
towns also involved compromises with gi@dominantly nofMuslim populations that were
already living there.

Topography was argued by the geographer Michel E.B&fiinthe archaeologist
Whitcomb?, the architects Rabah Sadtidind Jamahkbar'?®as having a stronger influence
on the structure of the medina than | sl amic
maj or determinant of both t h%@Howdvar,&aouddgatt er
precise that socic ul t ur al norms al so i flf &dditomtweheé st r o
influence of local topography, and morphological features oEpgigting towns, the Muslim
City reflected the general soenwiltural, political, and economic structures of the newly created
soci®®ty."'o

't is this aspect that was emphasit®ed the
and the historian and archaeologist Paul Weathfaihile Weathley did an extensive regional
study and O6Meara did an ihae bseth soncluged dnahe a | st
importance of local culture in shaping the city.

123 AlSayyad, N. (1991)Cities and Caliphs; on the Genesis of Arab Muslim UrbanMrastport: Greenwood

Press.

124 AlSayyad, N. (1991)Cities and Caliphs; on the Genesis of Arab Muslim UrbanMrastport: Greenwood

Press, p.12

2. Bonine, M. (1990) 6éThe sacred direction and city
Mo r o cMugathas 7(1990), pp. 5072.

26Whitcomb, D. (2012) O6Formation of the Islamic city:
Proceedings of the 7th International Congress of the Archaeology of the Ancient NegpE&419 632.
27Saoud, R. (2002) 061 nt rFowhdation foroStiente drechnblagy and Civdisajios ¢
(August) . ; Saoud, R. (2004) 6The | mpac tFoundationlfa | a m
Science Technology and Civilisation

128 Akbar, J. (1988Krisis in the Built Environment: The Case of the Muslim.@ipgapore: Concept Media.

2, Bonine, M. (1990) o6The sacred direction and city
Mo r o cMugafthas 7(1990), p. 69

®saoud, R, (2002) 61 nt rFouwhdation foroStiente dlechnblagy and Civélisaiion ci t y
(August), p.4

Bloo Me ar a, S@ace arfd MQasinYurban life: At the limits of the labyrinth of Eendon: Routledge.

132 Wheatley, P. (2001Jhe places where men pray together: cities in Islamic lands, seventh through the tenth
centuries Chicago and London: The University of Chicago Press.
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Using a morphological (topography, geography) and historical (sociology, archeology)
approach, Weathley showed that what influenced the city the most was the previous local
culturee O6 Mear a i s par t i SpacesandMuslirh @z lifenAdthel limig ofwi t h
the labyrinth of Fe23 in which he analyses the structural logic of Fez between-1800. He
used oneoncept, the walls, to see how they defined urban space and built the behavioral and
cultural norms of the society. His work is fascinating as he introduces for the first time the emic
point of view of the inhabitants in the comprehension of the medinahwéd my research to
seek the communi hsteadsobviewirg phe @tysas antoljectitodbae aoserved
at a distance by experts, he tried to inhabit the urban logic by thinking the space through the
culture that created it. He shared thearignce of a walk through the medina as witnessed by
three different perceptions: the outsider, the familiar visitor and the resident. This introduced
me to the idea of mukperception or multvocal aspect of a place.

Instead of viewing the city as an object to be observed at a distance by experts, he tried
to inhabit the urban logic by thinking the space through the culture that created it. He shared
the experience of a walk through the medina as witnessed by thiererdifperceptions: the
outsider, the familiar visitor and the resident. This introduced me to the idea eperekiption
or multi-vocal aspect of a placBeople and communities of the medina play a crucial role in
shaping the place, and thus, it is mnjant to include them in our understanding.

A more contemporary academic, still using the case of Fez, analysed the medina
throughlocal knowledge and concepts: Someiyat Fafdfhat Fol | owi ng O6 Mear ab
the inside perspective, Falahat called for new ways to define the medina with concepts that
reflect the world vision and ideas of its people. She wanted to grasp the city from above, in my
case the government understandifdghe medina, and the city from inside, in my case the
communitiesThis method is closer to the academic Arabic style which studies the subject in
its direct context, and through many angles to grasp its entitety

While previously cited academics did try to soften the claims of a strong Islamic
influence over the genesis ofedinas, Raymond, Haneda, Wirth, Djait, Gilson Miller and
Gottreich rejected the term Islamic completely. This is because they saw in the Islamic label

another issue: the lack of acknowledgment ofrthatiplicity of influences over urban form.

13306 Me ar a, Space arfd M0aslinyurban life: At the limits of thbyrinth of Fez London: Routledge.

134 Falahat, S. (2014Rei magi ning the City: A new conceptualisatio
Berlin: Springer Vieweg.

135 Haneda, M. (1994)slamic urban studies: historical review and perspectiviesndon and New York:

Routledge.
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Like most | abels, the O6lslamc Cityd | abel h &
section, and in Figure 2.3, we will see how academics argued against the universalizing
tendency of the Orientalists that made the medina placeless. Akudivod pointed:6 Wh y

woul d one expect Islamic cPties to be simila

1.3 The medina and its multiple regional declinations

The diversity is exactly what some academics sought after, mainly to reject the
uni versalizing tWhypersistanywsing the conteptdof Islzang city] &hen
it needs to be supp o ritwad thefiyst interogdtionfofargroupdf ar g u
Japanese scholars in 1988They have revealed for the first time a crucial point: the exclusive
focus on North Africa and the MiddIeast because of itolonialist past in the Orientalist
literature. Therefore, there was a tendency to merge the Islamic city and the Arab city. This is
because the | iterature excluded ot heArabdl sl am
countries like Iran, TurkeyCentral and SoutEast Asia. The inclusion of the vast region of

the Islamic world makes this study the most comprehensivéone

BAbu-Lughod, J. L. (11948 %)t oadTihce Mystlha milcs lcaintiyce Essence, a
International Journal of Middle East Studjgs160

137 Haneda, M. (1994)slamic urban studies: historical review and perspectiviesndon and New York:

Routledge, p.7

138 Haneda,M. (1994) Islamic urban studies: historical review and perspectivesLondon and New York:

Routledge.

139 Haneda, M. (1994)slamic urban studies: historical review and perspectiiesndon and Newyork:

Routledge.
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Method

Case study Regional studies:
1988 Cuneo (1986)
Djait Haneda (1994) A|_ Historical approach

Weathley (2001)

Geographical-Morphological

Wirth (1982) approach

Their main argument:

The diversity of urban form for the medina
through the diversity of regional influences
My conclusion:

Importance of the case study
Importance of studying the context
Importance of including the communities

Findings: what shaped the medina?

Boundaries between cultures

Wirth (1982):
Medina influenced by:
ancient cities of
Mesopotamia

Djait (1988):
Medina influenced by
Eastern City
Greco-Roman City

Raymond (1994):
The communities with their culture and institutions

Findings: Regional Declinations

Wirth:
Four regional types of medinas:
North Africa, Middle East,
Western Asia. Turkish/Iranian

Raymond (1994):
Arab in the Mediterranean
domain, Irano-Afghan and

Turkish

Haneda (1994)
Most comprehensive and inclusive
study: the Arabian Peninsula and
Non-Arab countries like Iran. Turkey,
Central and South-East Asia.

Figure 2.3: The diversity of medinas. Source: Author
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Besides, they have pointed out to the notions of universality and speciéicityh e
attraction of universality draws diverse people to the city, with the resultant collision between
the values of par t'% Thode aations are particdarlyureldvantarrtisisa | i t
PhD since | am studying the metropolitanisation of Rabat, where it wants to insert itself in the
global world while still highlighting its specificity. Addressing commonalities and uniqueness
are possiblerad requires a nuanced response in my work.

The French historian Andre Raymond (1928L1) is a key figure of this debate, and
his alrstliacmiec 6ci ty, Arab city:*summaezedwellhisst my
discouragement of the use of the fundamental texts of Islam to explain the medina. Instead, he
encourages academics to search for the connections between the Arab cities and the
Mediterranean cities. Through archeological and histoneethods, he showed that some
6l slamicéd characteristics predate | slam, and

He concluded by giving his definition of the medina whidhate foundinsightful
because it considers both people, their soaitural norms and the diversity of medinas in the

vast Islamic world. He called the medina a traditional city:

ohrraditional city marked by O0regional & asp
Irano-Afghan and Turkish), but naturally fashioned in depth by the Muslim
population that organized it and lived in it (with its beliefs, institutions, and

customs, allprofomd | y i mpregna* ed with | sl am)ao

Boundaries between cultures are worth investigating, and this is what Wirth and
Wheatleyhave focused onThe 1980s were characterized by the case sapgyoach but
regional studies biaulo Cuneo, PaWheatley and Eugen Wirtlvere impactful in showing
the diversity of urban form®aulo Cuneo was the first one tosystematic work on the history
of cities in the different regions of the Muslim world, with an analysis of the prominent features.
He showed the diverse regional influences that createdsdiveban forms3,

PaulWheatleyfollowed his steps and realizedh extensive and comprehensive study
on early medinas for 13 regional patterns. Cited precedingly for his emphasis on local culture

as the main influence on medinas, he is also relevant in this section as he shows the diverse

140 Haneda, M. (1994)slamic urban studies: historical review and perspectiviesndon and New York:

Routledge.

Raymond, A. (1994) o6l sl amic city, BhAtshalburnal oftMiddle or i en't
Eastern Studie1(1), pp. 818.

“Raymond, A. (1994) o6l slamic city, BhAtshalournal oftMiddle or i ent
Eastern Studie1(1), pp. 818.

143Cuneo,P. (19863t ori a del |l durbaniRomalatarza |l mondo i sl amico
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range of urban expressions. His conclusion was on medinas being defined by their functions
rather than by their forms. For him, Islam only had a little influence, mainly through the
mosque, the only common key feature.

As for Wirth, his particularity is his geographigabrphological approachThe
exhaustiveness of his study allowed him to uncover the structure -d$lgmac cities in
Western Asia, Middle East and North Africa. He identified four regional types, each with their
singularity and specificity: North Africa, Middle East, Western @sTurkish/Iranian. He
realized a comparative analysis of the urban functions and the spatial and hierarchical
implantation of the cities. And what he argues is the link of themasdo the most ancient
cities of Mesopotamia, therefore rejecting the term Islamic, and replacing it with the term
Oriental. For him, the only specificity of the medina is its relation to the commercial system
(souks).

Criticizing Wirthdéds method for being basce
Djait, a Tunisian historian, is a key figure for his work on the single case study of primitive al
Kufal#%. Through text analysis, he considered the early phases of the development of the first
medina. He demonstrated that for cities built on military encampments sites, their structure
derived from the original layout, that was by itself divided accordinghoiaty for political
reasons. He too rejected Islam as being the sole influence, preferring the notion of continuity
and the link to the ancient eastern city and the GRanoan.

Minority groups were frequently excluded, or ignored from the scholarship of
urbanism, and the ambition to reinsert the minorities' perspectives into the reading of medinas
has been the goal of scholars such as Mffteand Gottreick®. The combined work of
architectural historians and architects allowed an extensive study of Jewish history in
Moroccan medinas: 'The architects recorded the physical features, historians searched for
written materials and oral testimony that would exphaw the quarter evolved, how its space
was organized, and how the use of space differed from or replicated practices in the Muslim

quarters”’. They rejected the label Islamic for two reasons.

144 Djait H. (1988)al-Kufa: Naissance de la Ville Islamiquaris: Maisonneuve et Larose

“Gilson Miller, S., Bertagnin, M. and Petruccioli, A.
Jewish Quarter of Fez (1438 9 1J@ujnal of the Society of Architectural Historia®®(3), pp. 310327.
“6Gottreich, E. (2004) ORethinking the"JSTORL1&)mppc ci t y"
118 146. Available at: https://www.jstor.org/stable/4467697 (Accessed: 2 March 2020).

“Gilson Miller, S., Bertagnin, M. and Petruccioli, A.
Jewish Quarter of Fez (1438 9 1J@uynél of the Society of Architectural Historia@®(3), p. 310
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The first one being the existence of another religious community inside the medina:
‘The Mellah [Jewish district] by thfact of its existence let alone the actual content of its
historymakes the idea of the "Islamic city" difficult to uphold. Particularly untenable is its
insistence on treating the Moroccan Jewish quarter as'&bditle second reason is the strong
conformity of existing structures to typologies rooted in the Mediterranean past, thus preferring
the term Mediterranean city. They concluded by saying that the city is a product of behaviors:
‘The city is as a compositiasf multiple elements evolving over time, shaped by needs and
contingencies arising from all its inhabitants, including the subaltern groups who were an
integral part of the cityscapg?®

Thissubs ect i on showed the difficulty in iden
of the diversity of urban forms in the Islamic worldsiowed the blend of cultures and the
uniqueness of each medina. This showed me the importance of doing a case study method
without the attempt to overgeneralize my findings. Finally, since communities and their culture
were perceived as essential,itreinfc ed t he i dea of including th

representations.

1.4 Origin and urban growth of the medinas

The first to demonstrate the fallacy of t
impactful book The Great Arab Citiesfirst published in 198%% Examining Hubus
(endowment law) documents mixed with a morphological study of urban growth, he obtained
an economic, social and historical perception of the city and argued that the real decline of
cities in the Islamic World began with European colonarati

After him, there has been a strong and persistent interest in the study of the creation and

the different phases of urban development of the medinas, especially by historians and

“Gil son Miller, S., Bertagnin, M. and Petruccioli, A.
Jewish Quarter of Fez (1438 9 1J@ujnél of the Society of Architectural Historiat®(3), p. 318
“Gilson Miller, S., Bertagnin, M. and Petruccioli, A.

Jewish Quarter of Fez (1438 9 1J@ujnél of the Society of Architectural Historiai@®(3), p. 311
150 Raymond, A. (1984The Great Arab CitiedNew York: New York University Press
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archeologists: DenotX!, Gaubé®?, Pinort>3, PascudP* Garcirt>®, Whitcomid®5, Kennedy®”,

Navarro andJiménez®® This fertile period of research spanning three decades began to

dismantle the Orientalist notion of a timeless medina, frozen in time. /AAapead pointed out:

6The st er e abeg poitake into comsidezation the factor of time or the nature of

urban growth. The stereotypical model is inadequate because as a theoretical construct it is too

simplistic to bé&®of any substantial usebd
Besides, as Goddard pointed, cities are dynamiccamdtantly evolving, so their

representation in essentialist and idealist definitions is flfkfed The study of th

foundations showed the diversity of Islamic urbanism. Plus, their major finding was that

medinas Orientalists studied already went through a long process of evolution and

transformation: o601t i s ieva pedad ¢hé mezlinatwas likerthg u e t |
traditional examples which Have survived to
These processes of transformation were ¢cCeé

Jiménez and have four stepise constitution, the expansion, the saturation then the outbreak

or overflow (Figure 2.4).

BlDenoix, S. (1993) O6History and HnvioamentdFDesignslournd Met ho
of the Islamic Environmental Design Centte(2), pp.7081.

152 Gaube, H. and Wirth, E. (1984Aleppo: Historische und geographische Beitrage zur baulischen Gestaltung,

zur sozialenOrganisation und zur wirtschaftlichen Dynamik einer vorderasiatischen Fernhandelsmetropole
WiesbadenBraus HeidelbergGangler, A. and Gaube, H. and Petruccioli, A. (2(®4hhara, the Eastern Dome

of Islam, Urban Development, Urban Space, Architecture and Popul&tattgart: Axel Menges.

%pjinon, P. (1989) oO0Les tissus uPrdceedings ot t omans entre
of the 2nd International Meeting on Modern Ottoman Studies and the Turkish Repeiolen, pp.1645; Pinon,

P. (1992) 6 M®t anByzanudtstarsbed Cdtique, 48 ppb48544. e |

%4 pascual, IP. (1983)Damas ~ |l a fin du XVI si  c¢| 8eyduihaRrassedse t r oi s
| 61 FPO.

BGarcinkC. (1991) o6Le Caire et | 6 ®Anodeslislamologigue®shpp.288e des p
304; Behrensdbouseif, D., Denoix, S. and Garcin;@.. (2015) 6Le -Cded)GmbideslVilesGar ci n,
Méditerranéennes du Monde Musulman MédiéRame:Ecole francaise de Rome

%ponald Whitcomb, D. (2007) O0An urban structure for
Bennison, A. (ed.Cities in the PreModern Islamic world: The urban impact of religion, state and society.

London: Routledge.

"Kennedy, H. (2010) O6How to found an | sl amiQitesci ty o6, i
Texts and Social Networks, 40600 New York: Routledge, pp. 453.

Navarro, J., & Jim®nez, P. (2007). O6Evolution of ¢t
sat ur at e dRewmgstidgi AtAadélys: Perapectives on the Material Culture of Islamic Spain and Beyond

Vol. 34, Leyde: Brill, pp. 116142,

159 AlSayyad, N. (1991)Cities and Caliphs; on the Genesis of Arab Muslim UrbanMrastport: Greenwood

Press, p.6
160 Goddard, C. (1999Fhe Question of the Islamic CitylcGill University.
¥INavarro, J., & Jim®nez, P. (2007) O6Evolution of th

satur at ed Andersbn, Gand Rosser®wen M. (eds.)Revisiting AlAndalus: Perspectives on the
Material Culture of Islamic Spain and Beyorigtyde: Brill.
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EVOLUTION OF THE ISLAMIC CITY
TRADITIONAL PATTERN  NEW PROPOSAL

/ \o\ 12
» CONSTITUTION
OF THE MADINA
o
\ ._/

@

33

SATURATION

42
OUTBREAK
12

CONSTITUTION OF
THE OUTSKIRTS

Figure 2.4: The evolution of the Islamic City. Sour¢¢éavarro, J., & Ji m®nez, P. (2
Andal usi ur ban | andscape: Fr om AndeesondGarslRosser®wed M.t o t he
(eds.) Revisiting ARndalus: Perspectives on the Material Culture of Islamic Spain and Beyond. Leyde: Brill.

As for the constitution phase, Oriental i s
unplanned and just grew in a chaotic manii@is myth is what started the conversation on
revisionist approach to orientalism wW#2th Pau
Orientalismdés main flaw was to compare the
medina to the GreeRoman model, to justify its unplanned nature, to discredit its urban
reliability andtopr ove its inferiority coammadel€ltis t o ce
supposed dichotomy between organic or naturally growing city (irregular and haphazard street
layouts) and planned cities (streets, squares and public buildings are laid with clear
deliberation) was rexamined by Kenned$’. He studied the foundation process of medinas
from late antiquity through the close of the fifteenth century. He argued that cities lie in a
spectrum between rigid formal planning and organic cities.

®pauty, E. (1951) o6Villes Apoates®es kdl ns1Dest cd®BDE
®Kennedy, H. (2010) O6How to found an | sl amiGitesgci tyo, i
Texts and Social Networks, 40600 New York: Routledge, pp. 463.
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This spectrum and the diverse foundations type of Islamic cities were discussed by As
Sayed® and Hakint®®. In total, four types were identified:

1. The planned pattern (Hakim) or the new capitatGsyed): designed by caliphs
or rulers to constitute the seat of their
power and politicer e | i gi o u'é® Oaeuekamplea is Baghdad.

2. The renewed or remodelled pistamic city (Hakim) or the transformed town
with prelslamic origin (AsSayed): these medinas were founded before Islam and got
transformed after Islamic conquest. One example is Damascus (Figure 2.5)

3. The garrison town (AS$ayed): medinas with military camps established
through negotiations between inhabitants, the governor and the caliphs.

4. The spontaneous or organic city (Hakim): medinas that grew spontaneously,
built by their inhabitants, and expanded incrementally. Hakim argues that the majority of

medinas belong to this category.

Umayyad mosque

The castel

E’L L ]1 + 1’7—‘ [’»

TTTTTTTT

The transformation of the grand Roman road into an Arabic market

The transformation of the chess roads
network into a spontaneous one

Figure 2.5: Transformation of Old Damas after the Islamic conquest. SoMeasour H. (2015)6 The | os't
identity of the city: % Aneual Canferenceooh Pldhaing Researcts Bosto: i n
University of Porto.

184 AlSayyad, N. (1991)Cities and Caliphs; on the Genesis of Arab Muslim UrbanMrastport: Greenwood
Pressp.11-12

¥Besim, H. (200 8)nJayjusi, @et.aligeds.)TtheGity itCthetisiadic World (2 volsleiden:
Brill Academic Publishers, ppl792.

166 AlSayyad, N. (1991)Cities and Caliphs; on the Genesis of Arab Muslim UrbanMrastport: Greenwood
Press, p.12
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However, even for the medinas that lay on the organic side of the spectrum, Radoine
argued that there was a peripheral and internal planning td%hexs AbuLughod pointed
out : 060There is no doubt in my mind that the
imageable in a way that gridirgml anned Ch il% Sogeven ifvthey domat lbak like
their Western counterparts, Radoine aimed to exposeitiinsic urban order (Figure 2.6).
The peripheral planning had the rulers as the main actor, while the local one depended on the
community delegates.

As a conclusion of this sedection, these studies joined Abughod concept of city
being a process and not an outcome. They emphasized the importance of the historical context
when studying the medina. This prompted the concern for my own researcag@tatthe
origin and evolution of Rabatdos medina, t ht
historical cycles. It is also essential to locate the representations of the place in a specific
historical period. Moreover, these academics studied thel distary of these medinas, so
they stepped outside the theoretical concepts and understandings of what an Islamic city is. In
the next section, we will see how a parallel stream of researchers were focused more on the

tangible physical space than on détgtheoretical concepts on the city.

¥"Radoine, H. (2011) 6Pl anning par Rlahiing Rerspective@®(4, madi na
pp. 527 549.

®Abu-Lughod, J. L. (1liH87s)t oadTihce Mystlha milcs lcaimtiyce Essence, a
International Journal of Middle East Studjgs164
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Figure2.6: The medi naso6s ur b,an2001j6dPd ra.n nS onugr cpea:r aRla dgori nen t h e
in randomnessao, Pl anning Perspectives, 26

1.5 The urban and physical structure of the medina

There have been lots of debates around the Islamic city concept, but it has not been
worth the chaptelength discussions for some, because their priorities lay solely in uncovering
its reality and physical structure. For them, reading the morphologycif as a part of

understanding it, either throughnaorphological approach (pursued ioyer alia, Berardi®,

¥ Berardi, R. (1982) o6Signification du plan ancien de
La ville arabe dans I'IslamTunis: Universite de Tunis
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Fusard’®, Micard ', Panerdi’?, Ennahid”®) or a blend between historical and morphological
methods (Sacké}, Raymond’>, David'’5, Petruccioft’”).

However, there was a risk for a schemat.i
trying to reduce medinas down to an ensemble of urban and formal characteristics. These
researchers risked falling back iewading@®ri ent a
avoid them. For example, Panerai described the medina as a radial model enclosed by its walls,
with a mosque at the center and the souks that links it to the gates. This reminds us of the figure
drawn by AsSayad (Figure 2.1).

On another note, an understanding of the medina has benefited considerably from the
field of Islamic art and architecture, especially domestic and residential buildings (Réyault
Depaule & Noweil’®, Petrucciolt?9), as it shows the evolution, types and characteristics of
houses, showing more in depth the way of life within medinas. The utilitarian and symbolic
function of Arabielslamic architecture (Tonh#, Rabbat®?, Omet®), Mosque (Holod &

0 Fusaro, F. (1984)a citta islamica Bari: ICAR.

I Micara, L. (1985Ar chi tettura e Spazi dell 6l sl aRomelLe | stituzi
2Paner ai, P. (1989) oO6Cairo: Turebal dFEaVonmeodd Design: Pet r u
Journal of the Islamic Environmental Design Research Ceh{®, pp.6067.

WEnnahid, S. (2002) O6Access regul ati dmeJdumaldfBdrtla mi ¢ ur
African Studies7(3), pp. 119134.

sSack, D. (1985) 6 Da ma Bamaszener Mittedung82, ppd®729%.nt r a mur os 0,
WRaymond, A. (1993) 6Cartographie et histoire des vil
A. (erdh 9 n ¢Emvionmentd Design: Journal of the Islamic Environmental Design Research Centre

1(2), pp.2231.

7 pavid,J-=C. (1993) o6La formatiehadi qguiessappoerktadei Il 6@t ad
ddAl epd, i n PeWrhixcrc i Moii p h oAg e n(eesdi.s): ONEavpammental Desigha dast r a
Journal of the Islamic Environmental Design Research Ceh{®, pp.138155.

177 petruccioli, A. (2007After Amnesia: Learning from the Islamic Mediterranean Urban FalBari: ICAR.

"Revault, J. (1988) O6Reflexions sur | 6ar clhdHeekittuate d
traditionnel dans |l es pays musul menEovenag 6djuir1lo9&te | a ME®
pp.315 321

179 Depaule, JC. and Noweir, S. (1984 6 habi t at urbain dans | 6 OrRfagsnt ar ab
Insitut Parisien de recherche en architecture.; Depau®,J. ( 1986) oO0Daily Life and Livi
in Brown, K. and Jolé, M. and Sluglett, P. and Zubaida, S. (Etid)lle Eastern Cities in Comparative

PerspectiveLondon: Ithaca Press, pp.2@31

®Wpetruccioli, A. (2008) O6House andJlayuwbs &al (eédsheThe | sl
City in the Islamic WorldLeiden: Brill, pp.857881

BlTonna, J. (1990) solTahrei cP ofeNMepbrihat HIGA0)Arp.chdiz] 97.

¥Rabbat, N. (1994) OWriting t heDesign8doloReyiewdd bp.4Bx] ami ¢ Al
Rabbat, N. (1995Jhe Citadel of Cairo: A New Interpretation of Royal Mamluk Architectuedden: Brill

®Omer, S. (2008) o6Towar ds U isldmiaSsuties4v@), pp.gt8B518.1 ami ¢ Ar c hi
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Uddin'®¥, Souks (Scharalf®, Eschet®®, Gharipout®’) or the placéAs-Sayyad®® Wolper-,
Nooraddirt®®) were all subjects of research. However, urban space was still more studied than
architecture letting us to believe that the city is still viewed as one entity.

If there was one study to retainforthissile ct i on, 1t i s ArBbecsi m Ha
islamic cities: Buildings and Planning principl€$989). Itis a grounebreaking work in the
literature and a reference for the empirical and mapping approach to the medina, because it is
the only systemati zat i d° HowdverHdkimdidackedwiadge ¢ Ci t
the diversity of thecityd An ef fective building | anguage, s
Islamic city, is one that is made up of relatively few elements and components, yet provides
maxi mum flexibility and diversit y®Hisfocist s p ow
was more on finding common characteristics and patterns, not on uniformizing the medina.
Through his work, for a town to be called a medinahduld possess:
The main mosque (Mesjid-g@mi)
Kadi (Governor)

Souk (commerce and bazars)

w0 N PR

Hammam (public baths)

84 Holod, R. and Uddin, K. (1997he Mosque and the Modern Worldbndon:Thames Hudson

185 Scharabi, M. (1985)Der Bazar: das traditionelle Stadtzentrum im Nahen Osten und seine
HandelseinrichtungenTubingenVerlag Wasmuth & Zohlen

186 Escher, A. (1986)Studien zum traditionellen Handwerk der orientalischen Stadt. Wirtséharfis
sozialgeographische Strukturen und Prozesse anhand von Fallstudien in MakEolkdagen; Escher, A. and

Wirth, E. (1992)Die Medina von Fes. Geographische Beitrdge zu Persistenz und Dynamik, Verfall und
Erneuerung einer traditionellen islamischen Stadt in handlungstheoretischer Rilgntgen

187 Gharipour, M. (2012)The bazaar in the Islamic city: design, culture, dristory. Caire, New York: The

American University in Cairo Press.

188 Al-Sayyad, N. (1981¥treets of Islamic Cairo: A Configuration of Urban Themes and Patt&€ambridge

University Press; ABayyad, N . (1986) ONotes on the -Phgsicai mi c Ci t
Structure. The Costs of RroceediKgs of ihe 1986 BDRA ConferdfMdatlisoma n, J .
Wl Al-Sayyad, N. (1987) d4Jswnaloférchitectural and PlanhirgrResear@Ti t y 6 ,

BWol per, E. S. (2014) o6l sl amic Archit BistdyuQompasand | n st
12(12), pp. 91P923.

WNoor addi n, -fing inketivée® spaces@stah urban design concept: Making public and private places
along streets in | sl &mandesign Intarmatonabd. 3,ph6877.Mi ddl e East 6,
BlHakim, B. S. (1989Arabic-Islamic cities: Buildings and Planning principldsondon: Routledge.

92Hakim, B. S. (1989prabic-islamic cities: Buildings and Planning principldsondon: Routledge, p.55
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The medina can also have:
5. Sours (Walls) 9. Madrassa (Religious School)
A hierarchized network of streets 10.Magbara (public cemetery)

Foundoug or khans (Caravanserais) 11.Zawya (religious institutions)
Qasba or Qaldaa (C 12.Mellah (Jewish district)

© N o
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Figure 2.7: Mor phol ogical analysis of the medi nad $lakinpB. &
(1989) Arabielslamic cities: Buildings and Planning principles. London: Routledge, p.203.
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Figure 2.7 shows the morphological analysis of Tunis medina as an example to
highlight the main features of the medina. Hakim did also show in detail how some Islamic
principles like the right to privacy translated in space through the visual corriderstpehby
doors, windows, openings and heigl{tagure 2.8).

Can be less
than 1.75 i
sight line —
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headievel

of person | _

inside uq -
—

A
IM

u,[ A" StandingU
Street Street :

prrson h

When levels of street
and nferior approx. same

When interior level is
appreciably lower than street

Figure 2.8: Visual corridors. SourcelHakim, B. S. (1989) Arabikslamiccities: Buildings and Planning
principles. London: Routledge.39.

This section has prompted me to also under st
be shown in chapter 4.
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2. The continuity of the medina

2.1 Transition to a nemterest in the medina: its future

The transition to another field of research on medinas happened gradually and in
parallel to studies on its concept. This field is interested in the contemporary challenges that
medinas face, including their transition from being under colonialism toendiept states, to
their drowning in cities that are increasingly horizontal. The catalyst for turning the medina
into an actual inhabited space for research, not just an abstract concept to speculate about,
started in 1977 in France, at Tours Universitige geographeleanFrancois Troin (b1934),
with a handful of geographers who had taught in Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia, founded what
became the most important French research centre working on the MENA region:
URBAMA. 1% Starting with an awareness that the medina is a contemporary part of the city
with current challenges, and not just a historical entity to be preserved only, URBAMA
published its first booklet on medinas in 198@sent and Future of medistd*and its second
in 1988Elements on city centers in the Arab wéttdIn both, the case study method was the
most prevalent to see how the medina is valued and perceived by the state, and what is its role
in society. In postolonial societies, or in a pestodern world like today, these questions are
still relevant, whichs why I have decided to keep them in my PhD.

Local academics from the MENA region, there was a reactionary tendency to the field
of study on the concept of medina. Chaired by Abzik Saqqgaf, a Yemeni academic and
human rights activist, in 1987, academics discussed the future of the medinatasgowary
model capable of adaptatidh Nationals perceived the old city as an integral part of urban

life, and not just as a heritage asset for toutiérithis concept gained more momentum in the

193 The Center for Studies and Research on the Urbanization of the Arab Woeld (Centre do6£t ude:
Recherches sur | 6Urbanisation du Monde Arabe). In 20
centre of research called CITERES (Cities, Territories, Environment and Societies) of which it constitutes one of

the four pdes: EMAM (Arab World and Mediterranean Team).

194 Troin, J-F. (eds.) (1982Présent et avenir des Médinas (de Marrakech a AlEm)rs: URBAMA, Fascicule

de recherches’i0-11. 281p.

195Troin, J-F. (eds.) (1988Eléments sur les centredles dans le monde arab&ours: URBAMA, Fascicule de
recherchesH19. 275p.

19 Saqgaf. Y (eds.) (1987)he Middle East City: Ancient Traditions Confront a Modern WoNdw York:

Paragon House Publishers.

197 Association Bou Regreg (199Qp réhabilitation des cités ancienneSasablanca: Ed. Wallada, Actes du

Colloque international tenu a Salé46ctobre 1988). 178.; Coslado, E., Kurzac Souali, A. C. and Miller, C.
(2009)ColloqueProcessus de requalification des médinas marocaRabat (CDGENA), 27-28 mai 2009, co
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international academic world with the publishing Wfban Development in the Muslim
World*®® in 1993. It explored the urban planning practices around medinas, asking: how to
reconcile the force of tradition and the requirements of modernity?Rreanois Troin was
present in these debates and raised an important question: 'What particulanrthese
historical districts play in urban development nowadays and tomotf8WPiis was the
beginning of the debates on the continuity
French geographer Pierres Signoles and published extensively on the role and development of
medinas in North African cities after taking the lead of RBA 2%,

Besides these debates on the future of the medina, what shifted the focus from the study
of medinas as a theoretical or abstract concept to an actual livable space with its people and
challenges was the 1996 conference 'The Living Medina: The Walled AfngbirC
Architecture, Literature, and History' by the American Institute for Maghrib Studies (AIMS).
The book that resulted from it was edited in 2001thy American anthropologist Susan
Slyomovics:The walled Arab city in literature, architecture and bist The living medina in
the Maghrild®%. It is the first research that looked at how the medina functions as a living
organism and shows the actual state of these districts today. As Slyomovics noted:
6Concentrating on generalities, scholars hayv
North African city 'works', both in the present and in the past and in reality and imagt*? o n . 6
McGuiness also participated in the conference. Through his detailed description of the medina
through the gaze of a pasdey wandering 1in the transfor me

organi sation avec |l e soutien du Centre Jacques Ber que
(Ecole Nationalel 6 Ar chi tecture) de Rabat.

198E|-Shakhs, S. S. and Amirahmadi, H. (1988pan Development in the Muslim Warldew York: Routledge.

9Troin,J-F. (1993) oO6Urbanization and Devel op m&Shakhs,SThe r ol
S. and Amirahmadi, H. (ed8)rban Development in the Muslim Worldew York: Routledgep.95

2s5jignoles, P. (1988) O6Place des m®dinas dans | e font
in Troin, J-F. (ed.)Eléments sur les centredlles dans le Monde Arab&ours: URBAMA, Fascicule de
recherches419,pp.232274. ; Signoles, P. (1994) MénlearabeaAMaghre® et cer
Machrek Numéro spécial €ltrimestre). Paris: La Documentation Frangaise, pp16b; Signoles, P. (1999)
O0Acteurs publics et acteurs priv®s dans | e d®vel oppen
and Sidi Boumedine, R. (ed&)6 ur bai n d PdlitiguedVliastrumentsatraatduBaris: CNRS

Editions, pp. 1%63;Si gnol e s, P. ( 1) 6La centralit® des m®din
d6am®n ag e melmsaniyaj ¥3pad4d.? 6 ,

201 Slyomovics, S. (ed.) (200Mhe walled Arab city in literature, architecture and history: The living medina in

the Maghrib London: Routledge.

25|l yomovics, S (2001) 061 ntThewaled Arabaity dn littratureSdrchiteatucev i ¢ s
and history: The living medina in the Maghribondon: Routledge, p.2
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comparing how it changed with the streets he knew, he offered an immersive
phenomenological experierféé

While research on the validity of the Islamic city concept still continued in the
2 0 0% dtshegemony in the literature has been replaced by these new debates on the present
and future of medinas. We will see that research on their continuity in the city intensified in
the 2000s, but research on their transformations was also an importaoit ghe literature.
However, there is still an important gap in research on their significance andMaduether
gap is the lack of understanding of medinas from the community level and from their own
bottomup practices. Toglown rehabilitation processes are the ones that took the majority of

the academic debates.

2.2 The medina in the pestodern world: processes of transformation

The accelerated decline of medinas in the aftermath of colonialism triggered a new
debate in the literatut®. Academicsincluding Miller’*®and Radoin®”’, wanted to understand
the mechanisms of transformations and the causes of decline of medinas, both in newly
independent countries and in a posidern context. Their findings will be detailed in the
discussion chapters.

On the other hand, the 199006s constitut e
neglected by governments and by the majority of elites who left it. But from the 2000s with
globalisation, began a growing interest in the market of historic cities, resulttng/ave of
gentrification processes in medin&entrification is themechanism of transformaticthat

28 Mc Gui nness, J. (2001) O6Nei ghbourhood Notes: Textur
Slyomovics, S. (ed.JYhe walled Arab city in literature, architecture and history: The living medina in the

Maghrib. London: Routledge, pp. 121.

204A]l dous, G. (2013) o6The | sl amilJournalioftthe Ecomomit and Boeial Re v i s
History of the Orient56(3), pp. 470493; Fal ahat, S. (2014) 6éThe Model of n
Rei maging the City: A new concept ual.Bglia:tSpriogeyppd t he wur
49.; Falahat, S. (2018) 06The Cittgsaadnethphdardhbeyohdsmaginaries Ci t y
of Islamic urban spaceBerlin: Springey pp.1658; Radoine, H. (2006:n encompassing madina: Toward new

definition of city in MoroccoPhD Thesis. University of Pennsylvania.

205 Galantry E. (1981)slamic Identity and the Metropolis: Continuity and Conflict, The Middle East iCity

Ancient traditions confront a modern Warlew York: Paragon House Publishers.

26Mi I ler, S. G. (2005) 6Fi ndJubugof e @Grear Mosque ot Tangierdloan o ¢ ¢ a n
Agent of UrMugamasCh gpn2gtess.,
2”’Radoine, H. (2015) o6Medi
2015), pp. 1041 0 7 . ; Radoi ne, H.

i L: 6 aervcohli uttei cot nu,r4e8(sefs@mbey robuar nd otk
( 1
and Anthropology of Traditional Dwelling246(January), pp-2

2) O0Tradition Exdalody Myt h i
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interested researchers the m(@schef®®, Minca?®®, LerouxX'®, Demerdast?, Kalask&'?).

These studies showed the ongoing romantic gaze that is perpetuated on the medina and
influences its transformations. Colonialism dhot fade away but kept perpetuating in new

for ms, in the form of an dorientalist-dreami
cost airlines and to the foreign new residents. The name&aienialism was given to this
phenomenon. Evmeanageémant stlategiesdoc roedlisas, especially MarrdResh
andFez'4 col onial concepts and ideas still have
repercussions on the current inhabitants, usually from more modest social classes, was also
studied®®, alongside the transformation of souks for tourfstn.

The ongoing changes in Moroccan medinas from the perspective of gentrification were
extensively studied based on field surveys in several Moroccan cities. The leaders of the study
were McGuiness, Miller and Cosladd. They called gentrification a phenomenon that was
barely conceivable at the beginning of the 1
present, but gentrificatios still at its beginning, meaning it still did not deeply transform the place
The only transformations that were studied for the medina of Rabat were the colonff ones.
Rabat s medina i s st i |lofchamgeinthe goshadereeta, despite i t s
the interest of research on the whole city of Rabat and its transformations, as outlined in the

introduction.

Esher, A.J. and Pedoclromainanl,i sSm or2 0g0eOn)t réiNfeioc @padeon i n t
& Architecture, ISIM Newsletteg(1), p. 34.

2Mi nca C. and Borghi R. (2009) 6 Mo rQ@bmdooP.andCeasg, M.gi ng ccC
(eds.)Cultures of mass tourism: Doing the Mediterranean in the age of banal mobiles York: Routledge,

pp. 2£52
0L eroux, S. (2009) O6Vivre une exp®rience r®sidentiel
d'"Htes orientent Il es r aEPSACHESSournal lfoa Cothrausitation &tudies, n  Mar r

2(02), pp. 91111

211 pemerdash N. (2009)Mapping the myths of the medina, French colonial urbanism, Oriental brandscapes and

the politics of tourism in Marrakech Ma st er 6 s Thesi s. Massachusetts | nsti
22?Kagaska, M. (2014) 6Changes in the distribution of
Mar r a Miscellariea geographical9(1), pp. 511

213pemerdash. A. (2009)MappingMythsoftheMedina:FrenchColonialUrbanism Oriental Brandscapes and

the Politics of Tourism in MarrakesPhD Thesis. Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

2“Hol den, S. E. (2008) o6The Legacy PreservatAPTon of F
Bulletin: The Journal of Preservation Technolp89(4), pp. 511.
2°Skounti A. (2004) o6Pauvret® versus fi®litisationo: p

m®di na, Rabat 6Pafrimointél BESeppenieatdurgble dans les Villes, Historiques du Maghreb
Contemporain: Enjeux, diagnostics et recommandatiBabat: UNESCO, pp.14457.

2Kania, K., & Kagaska, M. (2019) O6Functional and spaf
context of t ouMidcelaneadeographic3(®)ep.9268,

217 Coslado E., McGuinness J. and Miller C. (200M8dinas immuables? Gentrification et changement dans les

villes historiques marocaines (192810).Rabat: Centre Jacqu8grque.

28Th®liol, M. (2014) O0Am®nagement et pr ®slesCGabidrsi on de
d 6 E M,8(22), pp. 4v70
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This field of research has prompted me to add the factor of discontinuity in my
understanding of Rabat s medina. As di scuss:s
mechanism of transformation. But to have a more holistic understanding of the transfmsmatio
we do need first an overview of all the cycles that a medina goes through, and then we can
focus more extensively on one period of time. Only one recent study in 2019 by Abudib was
more comprehensive and emphasized three main key mechanisms: caolonisati
modernization, and globalisation, with the political, economic, and social changes they
brought!®. This is what my chapter 4 aims to do: providing a background understanding of all
the cycles of Rabatds medina from its first
the representations and discourses of the government and people @it s we saw in
this debate on transformations, the gaze on medinas and the construction of their image are
strong mechanisms of change in the urban space, which is why perceptions interest me even
more than studying the changes only. The perspectifethe locals (government and
communities) on the factors of decay are still missing from the literature, and it will be worth
having an insider perspective.

Despite Orientalists' thoughts, the medina is dynamic and kept adapting to each era, as
Radoine pointed out in his study*d®écaltedhite t ypo
the most enduring and resilient urban form in Morocco, which gives hope about itsButiure.
before speaking about the debates on the continuity/future of the medina, | want to present the
field of study that led me to add the factor of value/significance.

2.3 The medinabds significance: a model

This field of research emerged from a supposed need to use traditional urban principles
in the MENA region, derived from medinas, instead of more contemporary imported structures.
Stefano Bianca is the key figure of this movement, Withan form in the Arab world: Past
and presertt™. This book is a synthesis of his previous professional experiences in the MENA

region, where he argued that there was a 'clash between traditional urban structures of the

2Apbudi b, H. H. and Remali, A. M. (2019) O6A frameworKk
of the medi naArchnetlJAR: interinatiokdl dourmabob Architectural Researd8(3), pp. 55¢

572.

220Radoine, H. (2015) 6Medi nalLod aervcohliutteicotnu,r4e8(sesEmber roua nd 6tf
2015), pp. 104107.

2?1Bjanca, S. (2000Wrban form in the Arab world: Past and presebtndon: Thames & Hudson.
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|l slamic World and conven t?? ¢le thén wantedl te extractp | a n n
design |l essons for the Arab world from medin
seeds of future cultwural transformations. o6 T
wanted to find out the timeless ankhqeless features of medinas, so in terms of research, it
doesnot have a strong meaning nor scientific basis to it. However, what was interesting in his
research was the introduction of the concept of cultural continuity for medinas. He spoke about
nonformal patterns in the city that are open tanterpretation anddaptation in new contexts.
These nofformal patterns that | am studying are the values that are unique to the place and
that allow it to be sustainable while retaining its own character.

Hakin??® Radoiné?* Bach&?®, Duarte and RocR#, Caldag?’, spoke about lessons
we can learrfrom medinas to use in future construction in the MENA region or even in the
worl d. For example Hakim said: 6The | essons
particularly its aspects of control, management, and coding, are primarily applicabé& to
housing sectors of cont e mpiNatmnalg weseraido paruof ur e t
this debate, like El Arabwho contributed by adding tlencept of nedslamic design: 'The
neclIslamic style should not attempt to copy the old but to revive the spirit and the philosophy
of indigenous architectural and urban design techniques by simplificdtistamic elements

and their renewed application in harmony and in contrast to eachZtkhrere were even

222Bjanca, S. (20000rban form in the Arab world: Past and presehbndon: Thames & Hudson, p.14

2°Hakim, B. S. (2008) O6Mediterranean urban &rmah buil di

Design Internationgl13(1). doi: 10.1057/udi.2008.4.

2Radoi ne, H. (2011) o6Modernity with Cont exATLAS:t he Nor
Architectures of the 21st Century, North Africa & Middle East, edited by Luis Fern&aleno, Bilbao: BBVA

Fundacion p. 622.

225 Bacha, M. (ed.) (2011Architectures au Maghreb (XBXXesiecles): Réinvention du patrimoin€ours:

Presses universitaires FrancBiabelais.

26Duarte, J. P. and Rocha, J. (2006) O0A Grammar for t

Tool for Housi ng De &imgunicadting Spase(si24ih ECAADe @anferentesPéoceedings

Duarte, J. P, Ducl8 oar e s, G. , Cal das, L. G. , and Rocha, J. (2
Ma r r a besigrhGomputing and Cognition, 0p.483 502.

2lCcal das, L. (2011)-efficiedtepatie hoases: combinmg GE&E ARCH yand a Marrakesh

Me di na s ha pAAAIl 2001aSprimaSyriposium

22Hakim, B. S. (2008) O6Mediterranean urban &rmah buil di

Design Internationgl13(1), p.38.

29E|l ar aby, K-slanicagBitécjure and erlsan design in the Middle East: From threshold to adaptive

d e s iBgilh Enyironment22 (2), p148
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academics interested in some specific parts of the medina, like the courtyartfhmuties

hamman?®L,

However, this i dea ofnotéhared by mMeryoneRBonirei s s an

criticized it:

'‘Both Bianca and Hakim represent a view prevalent among many architects and urban
planners focused on the Middle East h at cont emporary Omodernd st
not conducive to the Islamic Middle East, and that there is a need to tumfitioned structures

and principles, callif?g for an 661l sl amic ren

What Ihave learnt from that field is that the medina is perceived as having value as an
inspiration to urban planning and architecture in the MENA region and even in the world,
especially for the courtyard house. But two elements are missing here. The valuaeditie
in itself is still not researched, it is talked about only as an inspiration. Plus, to revitalize a place
we need to know its fundamental values. These values both sustain the space and make its
revitalization essential. Bianca outline@ithimportance without researching them clearly and
explicitly, so this is still an undeesearched topic. On the other hand, the majority of these
authors also pointed towards the fact that the medina is able to renew itself, but without
addressing thegssibilities of how to rehabilitate it.

The future of medinas will be discussed n®&t before speculating about the future
of medinas and looking for solutions, we first need to properly understand these places. And
this is what the international seminar on the Mediterranean Medina in 2006 aimed®to do
Patronized by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and led by three Italian architects

Ludovico Micara, Attilio Petruccioli and Ettore Vadini, they stressed the importance of

230 Edwards, B., Sibley, M., Hakmi, M. and Land, P. (20@Qurtyard housing: past, present and futukew

York: Taylor & Francis.; Demerdashat emi , N. (2019) 6The riadds resurger
and neocoloni al currency of t he MoNeocolanialism ana Builtt y ar d
Heritage New York: Routledge, pp. 21Z235;Nasser, O. and Rabbat, N. (eds.) (200 courtyard house, from

cultural reference to universal relevanddew York: Routledge

BlLevine, R. S., Hughes, M. T. and Mather, C. R. (2
sust ai MahmetiDAR2(B)dpp.155167.

2E, Bonine, M. (2005) ¢6élslamic urbanism, urbhanites,
companion to the history of the Middle Eddew Jersey: WileyBlackwell, p. 395.

22Micar a, L., Petruccioli, A. and Vadini, E. (2006)

Gangemi (ed.)The Mediterranean Medina, international semin&7-19 June 2004, School of Architecture,
PescaraRome, p. 570
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rehabilitating the medina because it is a vital part of the contemporary city. But first there is a
need to understand the transformations that led to the regression of the place. Taaythree
seminar saw the participation of 127 academics and the piaoluaf 110 papers. Andre
Raymond wrote the preface and warned about the current loss of the complex identity of the
Mediterranean historic centres. This seminar was crucial in developing my first understanding

of the causes of decay and of the discontinuie s pr esent i n Rabatdéds me
on potential factors of continuity. It is the only research that linked between these two factors:

discontinuity and continuity.

2.4 Future of medinas: An international wake call

In parallel to the international debates on heritage outlined in the introduction chapter,
the emergence of interrogations on the future of medinas was also rising. With their accelerated
decline, what was originally the founding city became an impovetigimel marginalized
district. But with the increased involvement of south Mediterranean countries in globalisation,
the international community rang the alarm. European and international countries and
institutions, like Italy or the World Bank, started istieg in them. Two key projects will be
discussed: Medinas 2030 and the World Bank Experience in the MENA region.

The 6Medinas 20306 Initiative was | aunche
in October 2008 on the occasion of the Venice Architecture Biennale. The EIB devotes an
important part of its finances to support sustainable urban regeneration in the tdedaar
regi on. At the Biennal e, the aim was to r a
rehabilitation. It gathered representatives of the governments of the Mediterranean countries,
architects, urban planners, economists, sociologists, and experts ffnancial and
international cooperation organisations. The Medinas 2030 conference in Venice served as the
impetus for an extensive discussion that resulted in the implementation of investment projects
supporting the revitalization of medinas. A bookuked from this conference. It was first
published in French aMédinas 2030: Scénarios et Stratégésthen in English aghe
Medina: The Restoration & Conservation of Historic Islamic CifiesMarcelo Balbo, an
Italian architect at the University of Venice (Universita [UAV di Venezia), is the editor of the

2% Balbo, M. (Eds.) (2010Médinas 2030: Scénarios et StratégiesPar i s: | 6 Har matt an
2%5Balbo, M. (Eds.) (201Zyhe Medina: The Restoration & Conservation of Historic Islamic Citiesdon: |I.B
Tauris
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book and a key figure in the discussions on the revitalization of medinas. He outlined that there
is a great deal at stake with their rehabilitation, as they play an essential role in the preservation
of the social and cultural capital of the region. Hened against the risk that medinas would
become permanently marginalised if not integrated within the urban life of cities. The future
of the Mediterranean region depends on their right management. This book is key in my
research because itshowed methggue ncy and i mportance of the
Anthony G.Bigio, urban specialist of the MENA region, led the World Bank urban
development program for the developing countries, and published in 2010 a report focused on
medinag®®. An initial version of the report was presented at another Medinas 2030 conference
organised by the European Investment Bank and the FEMIP (TheMgaditerranean
Investment and Partnership Facility) in France. This report draws the lessons from multiple
projects that aimed at the rehabilitation of medinas to support local governments. It is part of
t he Worl d Bank 6 €ultuta Ideritaga &and Devedoprment:t AeFgamework for
Action in the Middle East and North Africkastead of looking at medinas in terms of urgency
of rehabilitation, the paper emphasized on the advantages of revitalising and restoring historic
areas. It focused on the function of medinas in establishing identities, generating income, and
revitalising communities. This internatial interest in medinas was key for me to understand
the importance of researching their continuity. What | needed to know next was the discussions

around Moroccan medinas and their future.

2.5 On a national and academic level: state of art, limits and gaps

The first North African institution for medinas was the Tumissociation de
Sauvegarde n 196 7. For Morocco, the reflection on
first Master Plan of Fez6s medina, | aunched
state had a shrinking role with the liberalization of the economy, and pubéstiment in
medinas was drastically reduced. Heritage was no longer perceived as an intrinsic element of
urban planning, and the deterioration of historic cities knewagk in this period. But in the
200006s, there was a renewed interest on medi
above. As a result, there was an international meeting in 2003 organized by the UNESCO, the

Culture Ministry of Moroccoand thedtl i an cooperation: O6F s 2003

2% Bjgio, A. G. and Licciardi, G. (2010jhe Urban rehabilitation of Medinas: The World Bank Experience in the
Middle East and North Africarhe World BankUrban Development Series (No.9). 40p.
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the different approaches that characterize the rehabilitation initiatives in several medinas in the
Maghreb region and in particular in Morocco. The case of Rabat was absent, as only the
medinas inscribed in the UNESCO were present:. Fez, Marrakech, Méletesian and
Essaouira. A report resulting from this rencontre offered an overview of the state of the art in
terms of urban preservation in the Maghreb and constitute, at the same time, a guide to the
various challenges with which medinas are confrorééd.

In general, the majority of seminars in Morocco were on the requalification of
medinad®®. Three institutes, all based in Rabat, participate in their organisation and in
academic research on medinas: R a btleetNaiienal Nat i or
Institute of Planning and Urbanism of Rabat (INAU), and the JaeBesgue Center (CJB).

The ENA hasa journal that publishes regularly on medinas and their state nowfriban

and Mediterranean Journal of Architecture and Urbanishhe CJB, a joint unit of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the National Center for Scientific Research (UMIFRE), has an
international team interested in Morocco's social, economic and political dynamics and the
Maghreb. A specific seminar, organised aadlished by the CJB, interested me because it did

not focus only on the rehabilitation of medinas but discussed instead their representation and
how heritage discourses around them have been constiicliscbook was published in 2010
Heritage in situation: Constructions and uses in different urban cortéxihis book
emphasized two gaps in the literature on medinas: the current constructed
representation/identity of medinas and the lack of studies on the boptapproaches to
heritage. Indeed, as shown in this review, the majority of studies focused -clowap
approaches to heritage, where the medinad s
from governments or international institutions like the UNESCO or the World Bank.

FrancoiseNavezBouchanine, French sociologist and professor at INAU, participated

in this latter book and is the only researcher who looked at the communities and their practices

287Wicaksana, A. and Rachman, T. (20@4trimoine et Développement Durable dans les Villes Historiques du

Maghreb ContemporairRabat: UNESCO in the Maghreb.

28 E. Coslado, A. C. Kurzac Souali and C. Miller (2009) ColloBuecessus de requalification des médinas
marocainesRabat (CDGENA), 27-28 mai 2009, caprganisation avec le soutien du Centre Jacques Berque, de

l a CDG (Caisse de D®p!'t et de Gestion) et de | 6ENA (E
239The seminar, organized in Rabat in December 1997, is naesagatrimoines dans la ville: de la construction

des savoirs aux politiques de sauvegarde au Maroc et dans le Monde arabe

240 Cattedra, R., Garret, P., Miller, C., and Volait, M. (eds.) (20A&yimoines en situation. Constructions et

usages en différents contextes urbains: Exemples marocains, libanais, égyptien eBsyisseh / Rabat:
Presses de | 61 FPO. Availabl e -082021) 10. 4000/ books.ifpo. 8
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in the medin&*! It emphasized the idea of thmedina as a living heritage through its
appropriation by its people as an interactiywv
only researchers who favored timsider perspective of the medina, showing how useful and
essential it is to have this perspective for a comprehension of the place closer to its lived
reality 24> NavezB o u ¢ h a key boakiBabiter la ville marocain&?, theresult of 15 years

of research, has a chapfecused on medin&é? It intends to convince decisiemakers to

recognize and integrate the current inhabitants and their transforming practices in their
approach and decisions cities. Walter Lanchet, a French geographer and former PhD student
supervised by Signoles, is the only one who joins this arguffieHis article contrasting
governmental approaches in Tunis medina with botipnapproaches of the inhabitants of

Fez6 medina is key in my reseaownhndbodaupi s t he
revitalization, but without contrasting both approagkwvithin the same medina, which is a gap

that | want to answer.

241 NavezBouchanine, F. (201Matrimoine des uns et des autresprimoine des habitants des médinasilest

Iégitime?In Cattedra, R., Garret, P., Miller, C., and Volait, M. (efajrimoines en situation. Constructions et

usages en différents contextes urbains: Exemples marocains, libanais, égyptien etBayissgth / Rabat:
Presses de | 861 FPO. Availabl e -082021)10. 4000/ books.ifpo. 8

22NavezBouchanine, F. (1996) o6La m®dina au Maroc: ®lite
t emps diLésfAmalesdd La Becherche Urbain¥1), pp.1422.

243 NavezBouchanine, F. (199 FHabiter la ville marocaine Par i s: LodéHar mattan.
24NavezBouchanine, F. (199 7)tilunihadde dhabiter spéaifiqna® i ma®do m ay , a i
NavezBouchanine, F. (edHabiter la vile marocaine Par i s: L6H2l2 mattan, pp. 175

“Lanchet, W. (2002) o0Des M®dinas h®rit®es, habit®es
Les Annales de la recherche urbgi®2(1), pp. 95104.
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Conclusion

With the many representations of the medina in the literature, from a decayed district to the
romanticized and criticized Islamic City,hlave concluded that the medina has a tenacious
discursive component. Its representation, imagined or vaguely justified by the Orientalists, was
a strong factor of divergence that established a new debate in the field: how to define and
understand those places

A better question for me was to understand the images that are projected on the medina to see
how its identity is built and to advance the research on its rehabilitation. Indeed, this fantasized
image of the place still plays a role in its transformatidfet, only one research in 2010, led

by the French geographer Raffaele Cattedra, was interested in the construction of these
identitieg.

On another note, between the Orientalists and colonialists who saw no future in them, and the
current trends of literature that focus exclusively on their futurayd chosen to look at them

as contemporary parts of the city that are still in a state of unfinished mutation. This state still
needs research. Medinas 2030 is a great example of literature that acts asip vaken the
emergency to study the continuibf medinas. Coupled with the international debates on
heritage outlined in the introdtion chapter, this is what led me to choose the continuity of
medinas as my main aim.

To not fall into the generalization trap of the Orientalists, the greater part of the literature used
the case study method, which why | chose to extensively study one medina. The medina of
Rabat is neglected in the literature, with only two studies tha@aks about it: its colonial
transformations and its shy gentrification.
and brand image construction, offers a great opportunity for investigation. The identities and
concept of continuity that | chose examine are the ones by the locals: the government and
the communities of the medina. Indeed, this review has demonstrated the shortcomings of the
literature in addressing the local perceptions and the insider view on the medina. Only Falahat,
O 06 Me ad NaveaBouchanine looked at it.

My research is at the intersection of these three interests in the literature: the new context of

Rabat, outlined in the introduction chapter, the identity and representations of medinas in the

246 Cattedra, R., Garret, P., Miller, C. and Volait, M. (eds.) (2@®#&imoines en situation. Constructions et
usages en différents contextes urbains: Exemples marocains, libanais, égyptien eBsyisseh / Rabat:

Presses de | 61 FPO. Availabl e -082021)10. 4000/ books.ifpo.
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literature which needs a new reading, more contemporary and more adapted to this new context
of globalisation, and the continuity and future of the place, that is influenced by both the
representations that we have of this place and by the new context.

On the other hand, this review also revealed and explained the four major themes of the
thesis: definition, significance/value, transformation/discontinuity, and
rehabilitation/continuity of medinas. Through the critical analysis of the literature, these
par ameters are what wil/ allow us to have a
representation of the historic city, its value, and its transformations can inform the future of the
place in a more complete way. Yet, little is known about thergltgronships between these
four factors. Together, they can produce an accurate and more complete understanding of the

contemporary medina.
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Chapter 3: Method

OResearch is about much more than asking

A

it is about the way we do itaod.

Matthews, RandRoss E. (2010)Research methods: gxactical guide for the social sciencéondon:Pearson Education
Ltd, p.13
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Introduction

This chapter outlines the methodological approach undertaken to answer the aim of this
study on the medina of Rabatodos representati
approach and a qualitative case study method. The chapter explains thder&igbmad the
approach chosen. It also details the iterative data collection process, from interviews,
guestionnaires, documents, and observations.

Then, two sections detail the process to collect data from the communities, from the
selection of the sample to the design of the questions, to finally the method of collection in the
field. Issues of research quality and ethical considerations are asessed in this chapter.
Additionally, the chapter explains the systematic procedures for data analysis, emphasizing
coding and thematic analysis.

Overall, this chapter provides a transparent account of the study's methodological
foundations to enable the reader to critically assess the credibility of the presented findings.
The chapter concludes on some reflections on the method, with its linstatidnts potential

for biases.

1. Methodological Approach

Paradigm

In selecting a study desigresearchers navigate the paradigm, driven by assumptions
about how to comprehend reality (epistemology) and the nature of reality itself (ontblogy)
My method departed from the prevalent objectivist approach seen in the literature, where the
medina isviewed as an orderly and predictable entity, and the researcher as objective and
independenit®. Instead, | adopted a constructivist (ontology)/interpretivist (epistemology)
approach, defining reality as subjective and multiple.

This paradigm choice wdmsed on the literature review, whelee determined that
medinas were constructed through discourse. Examining Orientalism has highlighted the

lasting impact of historical discourses, emphasizing the necessity for new and updated

247 Groat, L.N. & Wang, D. (2013Architectural research methodsew York: John Wiley & Sons, p.63
248 Matthews, R. & Ross, E. (2018esearch methods: A practical guide for the social sciethogslon: Pearson
Education Ltd, p.25
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narratives. To gain fresh insights, | aimed to explore the diverse perspectives of medinas held
by both the government and local communities.

Moreover, the literature review chapter has revealed that despite the inclination of
researchers from the 1980s onward to challenge Orientalist perspectives, they remained
entrenched in the dominant discourse. These scholars continued employing the same
conceptual framework as their predecessors while attempting to counter their theories and
hypotheses about the city, without venturing into an analysis of the medina within its own
contextual framework. Consequently, the medina continues to be viewed asceptco
examined from an outsider scientific perspective.

Thus,the distinctive aspect of my method lies in its commitment to providiugth
interpretations of Rabat's medina from the perspectives of those who have experféhced it
The focus was on uncovering the meanings within people's subjective understanding of the
place®.

Research Problem: Qualitative Research

Aligned with the constructivist paradigm, my study adopted a qualitative research
approach. As summarized in Figure 3.1, the study was guided by six essential attributes of
qualitative research, tailored to address the study's objeclives

Qualitative research is characterized by a focus on gaining a profound understanding of
a specific setting, emphasizing the meanings individuals attribute to the place and their
interpretations of their surroundirf§$ Unlike quantitative research, the primary goal is not to
predict future urban scenarios or prescribe policy recommendations. Instead, qualitative
research pursues an intrinsic comprehension of the urban setting, yielding findings that are
'holistic, compehensive, expansive, and richly descriptive.’

249 Groat, L.N. & Wang, D. (2013Architectural research methodsew York: John Wiley & Sons, p.79

250 Matthews, R. & Ross, E. (201Research methods: A practical guide for the social sciehogglon: Pearson
Education Ltd, p.28

251 Creswell, J.W. (2007Qualitative Inquiry & Research Design: Choosing among Five Approadiesisand
Oaks, CA: SAGE.; Matthews, R. & Ross, E. (20R@search methods: A practical guide for the social sciences
London: Pearson Education Ltd, p.28; Miles, M.B. & Huberman, A.M. (199dalitative Data Analysis
Thousand Oaks, CA: SThéeEssentialGoideodoing YouZResedrch BrajErgusand
Oaks, CA: SAGE.; Merriam, S.B. & Tisdell, E.J. (201Qualitative Research: A Guide to Design and
ImplementationNew York: John Wiley & Sons

22Merriam, S.B. & Tisdell, E.J. (201%)ualitative Research: A Guide to Design and Implementakiew Y ork:
John Wiley & Sons, p13

253Merriam, S.B. & Tisdell, E.J. (201%)ualitative Research: A Guide to Design and Implementakiew Y ork:
John Wiley & Sons, p.18
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This methodology enabled the development of a nuanced portrayal of Rabat's medina,

incorporating diverse perspectives to present a comprehensive overview of th¥.place

Moreover, my research operated on an inductive and-epéed framework. This

influenced the approach to data collection and analysis, as well as the overall research nature.

Indeed, the study adopted a discoveriented research stance, devoid of preohefi

hypotheses, fostering flexibility and emergence in both data collection and Z&sign

Navigating the field required a high tolerance for ambiguity. It also demanded the acquisition

of specific skills, such as formulating relevant questions for my interviews, keen observation,

and precise writing.

For the data gathered, it was mixed, encompassing various sources such as institutional

documents, interviews, surveys, and field observations, contributing to this multifaceted

Focus on people
and their:

-understanding

-meaning-making

-experience

The findings are
“holistic,
comprehensive,
expansive, richly

descriptive

Emphasison a
specific setting

Qualitative
Research

Inductive and
open-ended, both
in design and
theoretical
conception

Mixed data

The researcheris
the main
‘measurement
device’

Figure 3.1: Qualitative Research attributes. Source: Author

representation of Rabat 6s med i

na.

-mé&leod |

e

254Creswell, J.W. & Poth, C.N. (201Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among five approaches

New York: Sage Publi

cations, p.39

255Merriam, S.B. & Tisdell, E.J. (201%)ualitative Research: A Guide to Design and Implementakiew Y ork:

John Wiley & Songsp.7
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approach for data collection, an unusual strategy in the research on medinas, as seen in the
literature.

Yet, there is an importance in gathering diverse data types and perspectives for a holistic
understanding. Individual interviews offer only one informant's perception and must be

considered alongside other sources like observations and doci#ients

Table 3.1: Data collection tactics. Source: Author, inspired by the classification of Groat, L. and Wang, D.
(2013) Architectural research methoddew JerseyJohn Wiley & Sons

Tactics Interactive Nonrinteractive
Interview Faceto-face and phone in Online response to
depth interviews guestionnaire

Faceto-face questionnaire

Artefacts and Sites In situ observation an{ Photographing, Cataloguin
analysis of artefacts ar and Mapping

urban context/palimpsest

Documents Social media groups Institutional documents

Archival Postcards

| will delve into the researcher being the main instrument iR#fkectionsection, considering
it a pivotal aspect of my research. Given the close connection to my case study, | believe it

deserved a dedicated section for thorough exploration.

Research Design: Case study method

| employed a case study approach foeftgiency in gaining a profound understanding
of Rabat's medina and revealing its complexity. This method excels in addressing how and why
questions, aligning with my study's afif Additionally, the case study challenges the
perception of the medina as a generalizable entity by highlighting the uniqueness of each case,

a distinctive aspect of my research.

256 Merriam, S.B. & Tisdell, E.J. (201%)ualitative Research: A Guide to Design and Implementakiew Y ork:
John Wiley & Sons, p.114
257Yin, Robert K.(2008)Case study research: Design and methaas. 5. New York: Sagep. 13
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According to Creswell, a case study involves exploring a bounded system over time
through detailed data collection from multiple soufé&sThe method is defined by a clear
delimitation of the object of study, which limited my ability to generalize the findings to all
medinas. However, the focus on the medina of Rabat is in itself interesting and contributed to
advancing our knowledge abomte di nas . This is due to the ¢
characteristics: particularistic, descriptive and heurfstic.

Indeed, the case study's strengtls lie providing a rich and holistic account of a
phenomenon, here the medina, offering insights that esghedreaders' knowledge. Most
importantly, it is the most suitable approach for studying human complexity, as it
acknowledges the subjective nature of lived reality rather than claiming absolut®.tithie
inclusivity of differences and acceptance of paradoxes made the case study research a valuable
method in advancing knowledge on medird®wever, with the case study methodsitrucial
to recognize that our understanding is shaped and limited by the specific context of a particular

place and time.

258 Creswell, J.W. & Poth, C.N. (201Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among five approaches

New York: Sage Publications, p.73

259Creswell, J.W. & Poth, C.N. (201Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among five approaches

New York: Sage Publicationpp.4344

%0shields, Carolyn M. (2007) 6éCan case studies achi e\
p ol i Annualdéeting of the American Educational Research Associ&@linago, lllinois p.13
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2. Before data collection from the communities

2.1 The process of data collection: observation, field work and pilot study

Aim of the research

‘ Questions for interviews/questionnaires ‘ ————— .
Research questions

I

Photography
Mapping
Cataloguing

| Literature on Rabat | Field Skudy

= (5 months)

| Institutional documents |

Online Questionnaire

Figure 3.2: The iterative process of data collection. Source: Author

| collected the majority of my data in my second year of PhD. Data collection was not
done in a particular stepy-step order but was rather a constant iterative process between
multiple data sources, as shown in the diagram above (Figure 3.2).

| first started to read some literature on Rabat about its history and about the spatial
organization of the medif3, to inform my field observation and have some initial direction.

While | was reading the literature, | immersed myself in the field: the medina of Rabat.
This in-situ observation of the urban context was essential, as | needed enough time in the
medina to understand its context, its culture and to build r&fpofhis is why | had a
prolonged stay, for five intensive months, where | used to walk in the medina at least four times
a week to observe, explore, and survey people.

Even if Rabat is my city, the medina is not a place | was familiar with. Thus, observation

in the field was an important aspect of research for me. | needed to havharfdstxperience

261 Belfquih, M. and Fadloullah, A. (1986)1écanismes et formes de croissance urbaine au M@ax de
| 6aggl om®rSalé Rabat: Lilrarie Bl Maarif.; Berrada, H. and Couplet, X. (20R&patSalé de bab
en bab Rabat: Marsam.

262Zina, O. (2010)rhe Essential Guide to Doing Your Research ProjEwbusand Oaks, CA: SAGER,115
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with the medina to examine its urban #f& Most importantly, | wanted to become an insider
to the place, whilst still being able to describe it to outsitférs

Besides, this stay in the o6fieldd all owed
photograph the place in detail. The results from the interviews and questionnaires directed me
as well, as it showed me what to pay more attention to, and what tgpshdéctural elements
| needed to catalogue. Some days in the field were exclusively dedicated to photography.

For the interviews/questionnaires, | did have an initial set of questions that was
informed by my researchaés ai m. I tested thi:
spoke to people currently living or working in the medina to better unddrgtarcurrent social
organization, and to add to my questionnaires.

The pilot study, as well as the field immersion, was really useful as | could refine my
guestions (more details will be presented in another section). Once | had a good understanding,
lcol l ected the data for the communitieso6 dis
of the data collection. Since | diwt have the same level of direct interaction with people, |
needed to be precise, and it was only possible after doing enough data collection and analysis.

The postcards utilized in this study were generously provided by the participants. While
| acknowledge that each postcard originates from a unique source, it is impractical, if not
impossible, to trace each one back to its original source due to thevehere of potential
sources. Therefore, | have opted to include a brief explanation in this section to clarify the lack
of origin of the postcards and the limitations regarding their traceability. This decision is to
ensure transparency regarding the sogrprocess and to acknowledge the constraints faced
in attempting to attribute individual postcards to specific sources.

On top of these five months, and after | organized the data, | did somaraickth
travels in the years 3 and 4 of my PhD, to gathermissing pieces and to see if there is any
substantive evolution in the medina. Since my research is contemporary and focused on a really
recent urban project, the responsibility was to stay updated. This is why | officially stopped my
field travels in2022, to write up the final draft.

The following table summarizes the data collected (Table 3.2).

263 pDavid, S. (2000p A way of seeing people and place: phenomeno
Wapner, S., Demick, J., Yamamoto, T. and Minami, H. (elds=pretical perspectives in environmdsgthaviour

research New York: Plenum, p.164

®pPatton, M. Q. (1985) o6Qual it atnviteceaddressste Rivisiorh) ofithed e v al
American Educational Research Association, Chic&gw York: Sagep. 268
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Table 3.2: Data collected. Source: Author

Nature of the data | Data Quantity

Photography Pictures of the medina 2012
Archival Postcard of the medina 78
Pictures of activities/projects by the community 72
Field work In-depth field investigation of traditional house 7

Documents Institutional documentQjty of Lightg
Laws: national and international regulations & 4
documents

Interview/Questionnairg Short Interview (max 30 min) 55
Long interviewsminimum 30 min) 36

Online survey (number of participants) 342
Walk and Talk 5

2.2 Institutional Documents

Institutional documents, integral to my data, played a significant role in my research.
Specifically related to th€ity of Lightsproject and the UNESCO nomination, these documents
were primarily produced by the Moroccan government, with the exception of the 2012
ICOMOS report. They offered valuable insights into the institutional discourse surrounding the
medina, and as such, thexre employed to address my research question (TableTB).
can be found in the UNESCO websitétps://whc.unesco.org/figt/1401/documents/

Additionally, it is worth noting that certain institutional documents lacked a specific
governmental department or institution explicitty mentioned as the author. Instead, these
documents bear the assertion on their covervétidn that they have been produced by the
Kingdom of Morocco. There appears to be a genuine intent to speak on behalf of the entire
government and all its institutions when crafting documents for UNESCO and international
organizations, as if the governmemms to present a unified voice in such contexts.

It's crucial to highlight the challenge of accessing documents related to the City of

Lights project. As discussed in the introduction, there was a notable lack of transparency
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surrounding the project, a concern raised by UNESQUaision 43 COM 7B.52% Initially,
obtaining sources proved difficult. Despite reaching out to contacts within the government
through personal networks, access to information was restricted due to the project's private
nature, likely due tahe royal scrutiny that surrounds.itt wasn't until UNESCO requested
greater clarity on the project's impact on heritage that the government published an official
document outlining th€ity of Lightsinitiative: theReport on the World Heritage of Rahat

20202%¢ This document, available on the UNESCO website mentioned earlier, became the
primary governmental resource on the projdttwas published alongside other older
documents (Table 3.3), whiginovided valuable data on governmental narratives that enhanced
my research. However, beyond these documents, no other official discourse was accessible,

thereby justifying the methodology adopted for my research.

Table 3.3: Institutional Documents used in the research. Source: Author
Year | Institution that| Title (Translated to English) | Original Title

produced the

document

2006 | Conseil National| Draft of the National Strateg Projet de Stratégie Nationa
de | 6 Halfor Intervention in Ancienfd 61 nt er venti o

Fabrics anciens

2011 | The Moroccan Nomination file for theg Pr oposi ti on d
Government UNESCO inscription Liste du patrimoine mondig
soumise par le Royaume (

Maroc: Dossier de nominatiol

2011 | The Moroccan Management Plan Plan degestion

Government

2011 | The Moroccan Addition to the Managemer Complément au plan de gesti

Government Plan (Medina focused)

2012 | ICOMOS Report on Rabat Rapport sur Rabat
2017 | Agence Urbaing Plan for the Developmentar P a n doéam®n a ¢
de Rabat Safeguarding of the Medina { sauvegarde de la médina
Rabat Rabat

265 UNESCO (2019) Available alttps://whc.unesco.org/fr/decisions/7488¢tcessed 2M4-2024)
266 MoroccanGovernmen{2020)Rapportsur le biendu patrimoinemondial: Rabat Rabatp.13
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https://whc.unesco.org/fr/decisions/7433/

2017 | Agence Urbaing Regulations for th R®g |l ement doa
de Rabat Development an( de sauvegarde de la medina
Safeguarding of the Medina ( Rabat

Rabat

2021 | The Moroccan World Heritage property Rapport sur le bien d

Government Report- Rabat patrimoine mondial: Rabat
Ay ) ASLadll =
@m‘m ,,-:.n,u.'.h,n.,n,m.als\s,lj,
Roysume du Maroc Ayl 4.4.,.., ;:\S-‘I'.c
kel
Rapport sur le bien du patrimoine mondial A e

RABA I L

leplt[ale deernT:t \]il."? hlstonque $ :\L‘i.NIJ daagdh -
UN PATR E EN PARTAG B A Ayl

PLAN D'
DE LA IIEDINA DE RABAT

3
&N 4.\.\4.;“
REGLEMENT D’ AMENAGEMENT
ET DE SAUVEGARDE

Mal 2020

Figure 3.3: Covers of some of the institutional docume8tsurce: from left to rightMiloroccanGovernment
(2020)Rapportsurle biendu patrimoinemondial: Rabat.Rabat; Agence Urbaine de Rabat (2011) Plan
déam®nagement et de s auv e gavodeeanGevernment (@Y Planade gkgionRa b at .
(Management Plan). Rabat.
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3. Preparing theollection of the community data

QUESTIONS

What did | want to know?

COLLECT

How did | gather the data?

4 2 4 2 4
SAMPLE ETHICAL REVIEW PRGANIZE
Who did | choose for the Essential step Transcribe and analyse,
study? then refine the process

Figure 3.4: The data collection process for communities. Source: Author

3.1 Sample Choice: who did I interview?

Sampling is a technigue used by researchers to systematically creyoabes, representative

subset from a defined population for observation or experimentation in line with their study

objectiveg®’. For my study, | employed purposive samptfiigalso known as purposettior

judgmental samplird® relying on my judgment to select participants essential for addressing

the research goals. These selected individuals, termed informnatiortases, provided

valuable and trustworthy insights

267 Sharma, G.(2017)6 Pr os and
research3(7), p.749

268 Chein, . (1981) 'Appendix: An Introduction to Sampling’, in Kidder, L.H. (8&ljtiz, Wrightsman & Cook's
Research Methods in Social RelatioAsstin, TX: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, pp. 4%81.

269Creswell, J.W. & Poth, C.N. (201Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among five approaches

cosiampolfi nadyi ftfitezcdtienmal jpurreals d applied

New York: Sage Publications.; Miles, M.B. & Huberman, A.M. (199Ualitative Data AnalysisThousand
Oaks, CA: SAGE; Patton, M.Q. (200Qualitative Research and Evaluation Methotilsousand Oaks, CA: Sage
Publications.

2Shar ma, G. (2017)
Research3(7), p.751

271 patton, M.Q. (2002Qualitative Research and Evaluation Metho@ihousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications,

p.230
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The strength of purposive samplidgy in its various sultypes, with my choice being
maximum variation sampling/? This approach aimed to include participants representing the
broadest possible range of characteristics relevant to the®tudy

This sampling method prompted a crucial question: Who constitutes the medina community,
or, in other words, who holds the authority to speak about the medina? As established in the
introduction and confirmed in my pilot study, the community comprises ithgals with
profound knowledge and experience in the medina, irrespective of age owesonmmic
background. To capture this diversity, | selected two primary groups: the Rbati and the 'people
of the medina’. ThenHave identified a third group while itihe field work: Rbati individuals

residing or working within the medina (Figure 3.5).

People of the medina

Interviews Questionnaires

Online Questionnaire Walk & Talk

Longest Interviews
House Visits
Walk & Talk

Figure 3.5: Sample choice. Source: Author

22 Glaser, B.G. & Strauss, A. (196The Discovery of Grounded Theo@hicago: Aldine.; Sharma, G. (2017)
6Pros and cons of di fntereatiomal Jourrmleofiypplied Reseat@€/L, b.462 ques . 6
213Merriam, S.B. & Tisdell, E.J. (201%)ualitative Research: A Guide to Design and Implementakiew Y ork:

John Wiley & Sons, p.79
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The Rbati:

They call themselves and are called by other
But who are they really? The ananthepologicda comp
term. Descendants from ancient Andalusian families, they built the medina and continuously
inhabited the place. Even their name is after the city. Here, the distinction is ethnic. However,
through the study of history, we understand thdtden i ng o6t he real i nhabit
Before colonisation in 1912, the medina was continuously inhabited by a range of different
ethnic groups, who blended with the Andalusian J e wi s h, groups from ¢ttt
Moroccans from different ciis and from the countryside. But they acquired the cultural
elements of the Andalusignwhich made it seem like a unified so@thnic group.

With Hayeurdés research, it was concl &tded th
They form a specific group which seeks to maintain its distinction through its way of life and

its culture that present aspects of bourgeois culture: refinement, discretion, and sobriety. To be
Rbati, you have to live in Rabat, but above all, have theireubnd live according to the
standards of the group.

As confirmed in my pilot study by one of my
were told about the medina of Rabat and are those who feel concerned by the destiny of the
city, emotiomilly and activelyd

And the Rbati do care a lot about the place. This is why | chose them for my study. They are
literate, knowledgeable, and are willing to engage in long, deep conversations. They were eager

to share their knowledge and experiences with me. For me, theaRbatie r e 6 gRd st | i |
of all the stories that were never told and that wanted to be heard for so long. Thus, the preferred

method was to interview them.

Current people of the medina

My second sample was the current shop owners and current inhabitantmediha, but not
any of them. They needto have a depth of experience in the medina, to have witnessed the

changes and to know its value and current practices.

214 smith, M. H. (1991)es Rbatis Bourgeoisie d&Rabat identité et luttes de classemenhtentréal: Université
de Montréal.

2SInterview, 28 Mar ch 2021, 6L266, Previous inhabitant
2’8stead, N., Gosseye, J. and Van der Plaat, D. (eds.) (3p&8king of Buildings: Oral History iarchitectural
ResearchSan Francisco: Chronicle Books, p.12.
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Contrarily to Rbatis, the second sample is not a defined community as they are scattered all
over the medina. For a lack of a better term, and for convenience purposes, | called them in my
thesis O0the current people of the medinad.
In my pilot study, I noticed that this second group did not talk much. | struggled to keep the
conversation going for 15 minutes. Moreover, many of them were shop owners who were
working while | interviewed them. | did not want to take too much of theietiThus, the

preferred method was a questionnaire, with focused questions and targeted answers.

The Rbati who never left the medina

This hybrid group is the prime choice for the longetrviews and for walk and talk methods.

The walk and talk method have been outlined and encouraged in 2020 in tigpleading of
buildings: 6 a -canstructed mental projection of architecture and space can develop between
t he i nterviewer and i ntervi ewee as t hey '
reconstructing the ®UAs architectsnamd ptamnersn this interwieavr b a | |
method can be useful as it incorporates space as well.

The Rbati who never left the medina is a rare group. My interviewees told me that they were
around 10 families, and | could interview six of them. The longest interviews were with them,

some even lasting a whole day at their house in the medina. Theydwatkeme around the

urban setting, showing me directly the changes, the places where they built memories, etc.
Their testimonies are unique, as outlined by
talk to the Rbatis who stayed there, their testiras are precious and even more unique than

the Best 6

As shown for the three groups, | did not necessarily need an academically knowledgeable
population. What | needed was this depth of connection with the place and depth of care. This
allowed them to define the place well and to notice the changes, aaswehave a strong

opinion about its revitalization. It is their understanding that interested me.

2"pAdams Stein, J. and Rowden, E. (2019) 'Speaking fron
D. (eds.)Speaking of Buildings: Oral History in Architectural Researshn Francisco: Chronicle Books, p.34
2B8BInterview, 20Febr uary 2021, 6L206, Previous inhabitant
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3.2 Questions: What did | want to know?

My questionswere informed by my specific research questions, and categorized by themes
(Table 3.4)

Table 3.4: Set of questions for the communities. Source: Author

Nature of thel Theme Questions Why did | ask this question?
guestion
Background/ | Backgroun| § What is your link| This question is for all participants, as it is crucial to kr|

Demographic

d

1 For how long?

to the medina?

their link to the place, both in place and in time. Quote f
6The
fantasies. It is essential to knothe personyou are

a participant: cont e
interviewing, where they come from and their connec
with the medina. This way, you will limit interactions wi
people who have an idealized and fanciful vision of
medina, and you will limitold as hi oned ?? es

Why is the medina of Rabat significant for the community? How is it constructed in their discourses?

Knowledge | Definition | § What is thel By knowing how people define the medina, we can also K
of the medina?  How how people value it and know what makes it unique
medina can you defing special. It will also be useful to see if their definition alig

themedina? with theliterature review Islamic definition of the medina.
1 What are the ke

elements tha

make it unique

compared tg

other parts of

Rabat?

Opinion and Value of|§ Why is the| This question shows which value of the medina is n

value the meding medina valuablg interesting to the communities: historical, aesthetic, spiri

for you?

economic, social, etc

2Pinterview, 20'Febr uar vy
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)l

What is

favourite

your

place/part of the

medina?

Experience

Feeling

Memories

What is your bes

memory here?

How do you
remember life
here?

The goal is to understand the place through its stories.
was the medina before? How didriansform? Stories sho
both how people value the place but also how they feel &
the changes and what are some key elements to be preg
| used to use this question to transition on the future o
place: how do you want to inform the continuitithe place

by using some elements present in your story?

How are the past and current changes, induced by the proje@ity of Lights, perceived?

Knowledge | Changes | For you, what | wantto understand how people react in front of the ng
(before was the mair of transformation and change in the medina of Rabat, a
city of change? asubtler way, in front of
lights) f How did the key

elements/values
change ovel
time?

1 How do you feel
about the
change?

)l

Opinion and| Opinion 1 Are the| This question is especially directed for residents and

value on the transformations | owners, as they are the most concerned by the revitaliz
transforma answering youl projects. | wanted to know the impact of this rehabilitatior
tions by needs? the communities.

City of | 1 Did they For the last question, the one that talks about continuity, i
Light positively or| also directed to Rbati to know if the rehabilitation fits i

negatively affect
your daily life?
Why?

their memories of the medina, if they do not contrast

harshly with its past aesthetic.
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Does the
renovation
respect the

continuity of the

medina?

For both groups, | wanted to know if they were thinking
another way, that they deemed as better, to revitaliz¢

place.

How do they want to ensure the continuity of th

e place?

Opinion and| Vision for | § What should be If they could contribute to the reflection on the rehabilitat
value the future revitalized, to| process, through a participatory approach, what woul

keep thel important to them and how could they inform the contin

authenticity  of| of the place?

the medina?

1 What can chang;

or should changg

for a Dbetter

medina?

Experience | The How is it used and These questions will allow me to see their perception o
current valued by peopld value of the space through their acts, and not just
contributio | today? thoughts.

n of the It is the only question that goes beyond discourse but log
medina by the actual practices that people have to revitalize the me
the at their own scale. This question will also allow me to se¢
communit links between their thoughts on heritage and their implice
y with it. How people (old community, new one, civil socie

try to give a second life to the medina? (activities t

organi ze, ci vil soci etyos

personal initiatives, etc.)
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3.3 Ethics

Ethics is not just a way of doing research, but is also a way of being as a researcher. Ethics are
an essential component of research as it ensures its trustworthiness, best practice, and validity.
To make sure my study was carried out in an ethical wiagt bbtained an approval from the

Ethical Committee of the University of Liverpool prior to data collection.

Risk of harm

In the initial phase of designing the study, my foremost priority was to minimize any potential
harm to theparticipants. This involved ensuring that they felt comfortable and free from
psychological distress, while also respecting their privacy. To achieve this, | adhered to four
ethical principles:

1. Fully Informed Consent:

Participants were provided with a Participant Information Sheet outlining the research's
purpose, methodology, and expected outcomes. | verbally explained these details in clear and
accessible language to ensure their full understanding before they engage form of
interviewing.

2. Right to Withdraw:

My questions were indeed personal, but not intrusive or leading to distress. Participants had
the explicit right to decline answering or withdraw from the research at any point.

3. Strict Absence of Deceptive Practices:

Given that participants were volunteers, transparency was paramount. Deceptive practices,
such as concealing the nature of the research or providing false information, were strictly
avoided. For my covert observation in the medina, consent was not ne=getd it was
impractical. The study was in a public space so it was impossible to seek consent from
everyone, and it was impossible to identify and contact all of those involved.

4. Anonymity, Privacy, and Confidentiality:

Recognizing the sensitive nature of individual and personal data, transcripts were anonymized
to protect participants' identities. For individuals with public prominence, a separate agreement
allowed for the revelation of their real identity. | maintaiaembmmitment to sharing interview
transcripts with participants and pledged to provide them with my completed PhD thesis after
the VIVA examination and the full completion of my PhD.
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Social media ethics

The originality of my ethics lied in the use of social media. To complement my sample,
| proceeded to contact people via Facebook. Here, identifying and contacting potential
participants for research had to follow two main ethical principles: the regpeahefprivacy
of social media users and the transparency of the researcher.

The first one was especially important because of the amount of personal data available
online and the easy access to it. Even if the data was shared voluntarynot enaailable for
research purposes, but more for personal expression and social connectivity. The participant
was not expecting to be approached for participating in a study. This is why it was crucial to
minimize their chances of being embarrassed orrpatdelicate situation.

For that, | approached first a gatekeeper, such as the group administrator, who, after
having full information of the research through the Participant Information Sheet, decided if
the subject can be considered sensitive, or if the social media useespdaritially vulnerable
to the research. The gatekeeper first sough
them the Participant Information Sheet and the Consent form, explaining how the data will be
used and issues of anonymity. | then proce¢desthare the online survey with the group.

Regarding specific data units, | adhered to Facebook's terms by obtaining informed
consent from individual users. Emphasizing transparency, | conducted the research through my
personal Facebook account, complete with my full name and a profile descmplicating
my status as a PhD student at the University of Liverpool.

Moreover, to align with Facebook's guidelines, which advocate for user consent,
transparency, and a posted privacy pdfityl employed an anonymous survey format.
Participants were assured the freedom to accept or decline the offer without pressure,
leveraging the platform's ability for anonymous +reeponse.

Data processing pasbllection

Another aspect to consider was the way data was treated after its collection, and this is when
there is a greater danger of harm: data was treated confidentially during the storage, analysis
and publication processeBhat doesnot mean that all data should be confidential, but for

peoplewho accepted or even wanted to have their names appear, they signed a consent form

280 Facebook (n.d.) Community Guidelines Available at:
https://web.facebook.com/help/477434105621119? rdc=1&Actressed 0-08-2022)
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https://web.facebook.com/help/477434105621119?_rdc=1&_rdr

first. The data collected in Morocco was up

digital data storage via VPN.

4. During data collection

4.1 Sampling method used

POPULATION SAMPLE

ke

NON-PROBABILITY SAMPLING METHOD

84
‘}A@ @, .(lf“
: i ﬁ. .W

Figure 3.6: Non-probability sampling method. source: Author

Once the sampling criteria and questions were established, | employed snowball sampling to
recruit participants. This method involves asking individuals who else might be suitable for the
study, resulting in a progressively expanding network of informatzncase€™.

| opted for this sampling technique because neither of my sample groups had a predefined list
of ideal participants. Instead, | relied on gaticipants themselves to identify individuals who

best met the criteria and could contribute valuable insights. This approach allowed for

unexpected and serendipitous discoveries, or as termed in French, "des heureux hasards

(happy chancegf? (Figure 3.7)

281 patton, M.Q. (2002Qualitative Research and Evaluation Metho@leousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications
p. 237

282Merriam, S.B. & Tisdell, E.J. (201%)ualitative Research: A Guide to Design and Implementakiew Y ork:
John Wiley & Sons, p.150
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| remember one day, while | was strolling around the medina with my parents doing field work,

| stumbled upon a Rbati woman. | was gazing over the architectural details of a door, and it

Figure 3.7: The serendipity moment (from left to right: me, the participant and my mother). Source: A
happened to be the door of a religious place she and her family owns. She welcomed us into
her house, and | could interview her, one of the rare families that stayed in the old city.
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4.2 Current people of the medina

| initiated my pilot study within the medina, focusing on the residents and engaging with them
first. Recruitment occurred in the field, starting with the random selection of a shop owner from
a main commercial street. | then asked this shop owner taludeane to the respected leader

of the street. In the medina, each commercial street has a designated leader.

After explaining my research aims, | trusted individuals to guide me to the most knowledgeable
people. The same approach was applied to recruit inhabitants, either through random street
encounters or by seeking assistance from shop owners. Upon comihletiuggstionnaire, the
participants further directed me to other individuals.

This recruitment method was influenced by the initial challenges encountered during the pilot
study. Many residents initially hesitated to answer questions, emphasizing that they did not
consider themselves part of the medina, despite residing in it.ehtenséAna machi weld
Imdind, translating to 'l am not the son of the medina,’ reflected their sense of not belonging.
However, | observed that people naturally steered me toward those they perceived as more
knowledgeable. Patience and extended hours in the field were necessary before connecting
with authoritative figures in the community, making this group challenginggstntial to
access.

Due to the difficulty in engaging with this group, | opted for questionnaires as a communication
method. The questionnaires featured both ctwsded and sendirected questions, with
responses typically requiring only a sentence or two. In total, | ategtavith55 participants,

with questionnaire sessions lasting up to 20 minutes. The questions varied for each participant,
tailored to their specific role or expertise. For instance, the lead shop owner of a major
commercial street received questions fffieto the impact of renovations on that particular

street.

4.3 Rbati

Accessing the sample

Snowball sampling proved more accessible for this group. The Rbatis not only
displayed enthusiasm to participate in the study but also belonged to a-klusetynmunity

so the snowball method yielded great results. They also had valuable knowledgé&habout
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medina, particularly from the older generation. One interviewee stressed the urgency of
preserving these scattered testimonies, emphasizing the need for swift action before this
generation has gorté® And yet, this community preferred sharing insights exclusively with
fellow Rbatis. Being a Rbati myself, | could effortlessly connect with an organization central
to this community calle®ibat Al Fath

To secure consent and access to participants, | initially contacted the organization's
secretary. After each interview, | requested participants to suggest other suitable individuals,
compiling a list until no further recommendations were made, thus congptiee loop.

Additionally, | employed passive recruitment through targeted social media groups,
particularly three Facebook groups exclusive to the Rbati community: 'Les Rbatis / Rbatiyine
Forum' (1)é y y A [CHRaI&IF (2) and 'Patrimoine intemporel’ (3). Seeking consent from the
group administrators, | posted a message containing the Participant Information Sheet, the
online survey, and an invitation for those interested in participating in further intervibiss.
approach allowed for additional participants ie added to my growing list of Rbatis,

facilitating a continuous snowballing effect.

Interview

For this group, interviews emerged as the optimal method to allow us to deeply enter
i nto the Rbat i 8tactyed intesnpegrcwerie gordsicted Eparticipants,
ranging from 30 minutes to five hours, includi&gvalk and talks in the medinawhere the
participant showed me the medina through his eyes while narrating his intimate stories with it
| also had7 visits to participants' homes

The Rbatis community's eagerness to share their heritage and narratives pleasantly
surprised me. Ensuring participants had freedom in interviews was crucial for them to define
their experiences in their own unique ways. The interview process began weiplanation
of the thesis's purpose, addressing any questions to ensure participant understanding. Starting
with background questions, the interviews were guided by themes andtiogeth inquiries,
adapting to each participant's comfort level and gradimliiding trust.At first, | was not
fluent at interviewing, but the more | interviewed people, the more confident | became to pursue

more fruitful inquiries.

2 nterview, 20'Febr uary 2021, 6L206, Previous inhabitant
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Probing questions and adapting the interview flow based on participant responses
allowed for a more detailed and descriptive dataset. As confidence grew with each interview,
| navigated from less personal to more intimate inquiries. Interviews were recauole
immediate reflection notes facilitated ongoing data analysis, helping determine data saturation
on specific subjects and enabling a focused approach to other areas.

The interview format offered advantages such as enhanced participant identity
verification compared to online questionnaires. Plus, the perselaion | had with the
respondent allowed me to collect a moredapth data, andllowed participants to share
narratives, opinions, and preferences freely.

However, drawbacks of the interview method included the lack of anonymity,
potentially leading to less honest responses, and increased researcher bias due to the close
proximity with the interviewee. Additionally, the tirmnsuming nature of interviews

necessitated careful sample selection.

Online Survey

Concluding my data collection, | conducted an online survey for the Rbatis using the
previously mentioned three Facebook groups, offering a broader validation of their responses.
The survey, hosted on the SURVEY MONKEY web platform, garngd@dparticipants. To
construct the survey, | carefully considered a logical flow covering all relevant themes, opting
for multiple-choice answers. However, participants were always given the option to elaborate
using the "Other" response. Thorough checks ensured tidaage of common pitfalls like
doublebarrelled questions, double negatives, unnecessary repetitiveness, leading questions,
and biased inquiries.

The survey employed simple and direct language, featuring concise questions and
answers (Table 3.5). The introduction and instructions were crafted with precision to ensure
clarity on the survey's purpose and eligibility criteria.

While the online questionnaire method facilitated swift administration and access to a
larger sample, it presented challenges regarding participant control and genuineness. The
anonymity of the survey made it impossible to monitor respondents or vethgyiftruly

belonged to the chosen sample, or if they answered with honesty.
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Q1: What is your link to the medina?

U Iwas borninit

O llivedinit

U1 have my grand-parents (or
family) house in it

O | have a shop in it (or my family
owns a shop there)

U | do not have a direct link but | am
passionateaboutit

Q2: What makes the medina original?

O Its history

O Its architecture

O Its traditional aspectand functions

O Its community spirit and its
intangible traditions

O Its spiritual side

O The diversity of its souks

Q3: What is your best memory there?

U In the house, with the family

U The traditional aspect:
publicovens

O The spirituality: mosques, religious
celebrations, etc.

U The community aspect

baths,

Q4: What was the biggest change?

U The rural exodus

O The architecture and
planning

U The community spirit

O The souks

urban

£

Q5: What should be conserved for
the continuity of the place?

U Houses

U Monuments

U Urban setting

U Traditional functions

U Social practices

O Souks

Q6: What should change for a better

medina?

U Educating and sensitizing the
current population

U Architecture of souks and their
organization

U Functions of the medina: more

innovation

O Functions of the medina: more
tradition

O Traditional houses: more

modernity inside

SurveyMonkey

Table 3.5: Questions for the online Survey. Source: Author

4.4 Saturation and limitation of data

Saturation

Since my purpose was to have the maximum information possible about the medina to achieve

a holistic view, my sampling was finished when no new informationdigg®vered with new

participants: redundancy was my main criteria, showing the data satifatibpsecond way

of verifying my sampling for Rbatis was to dowaleeck my list of participants with the

associatiorRibat AtFath.

Limitation

The main limitation for purposive sampling is the high probability of bias, but to minimize it |
clearly explained the recruitment process of participants and the criteria for which they were
chosen. Also, | trusted people to lead me towards the most &dgedble, because they are

the ones who know the medina of Rabat well, and who can be the most trusted. The second

limitation is the incapacity to generalize sincesia norrandom sample. However, it wast

2% Lincoln, Y. S. and Guba, E. G. (198Saturalistic inquiry Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, p.202
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my purpose:

to scient

6f ormal generalizations

%fic progress?o

5. After data collection

5.1 Credibility and Dependability of the research

QUANTITATIVE QUALITATIVE
| Validity (internal) | ————— | Credibility |
[ Reliabiity | | P ey
(otormal alidigy | ——— [ Transferability_|

Figure 3.8: Qualitative VS Quantitative Research trustworthiness. Source: Author

based

Essential to demonstrate research quality, validity, reliability, gewkralizability

ensure that the knowledge contributed is trustworthy, believable, and def&isibie

gualitative research, however, these concepts have been replaced by the notions of ‘credibility,

transferability, dependability, and confirmabili#§”"

Credibility replaces validity in qualitative research due to the interpretive nature of data,

where an interpreter or translator is always present. Reality, being subjective, cannot determine

validity, leading to the advocacy of credibility by Lincoln @Bdb&® Qualitative researchers,

as Wolcott notes, should focus on identifying critical elements and crafting plausible

interpretations, acknowledging the partial nature of knowledge in the sociaf¥Xcflde aim

285Flyvbjerg, B. (2006) 'Five Misunderstandings about €arly ResearchQualitative Inquiry 12(2), pp.210

245.
86pgo| e, C.

J. and Lampard, R. (2002) o6Suitable

C. J. and Lampard, R. (ed®jactical Social Investigation: Qualitative and Quantitative Methods in Social
ResearchLondon: Routledge, p.32
287 Merriam, S.B. & Tisdell, E.J. (201%)ualitative Research: A Guide to Design and Implementakiew Y ork:
John Wiley & Sons, p.211
28| incoln, Y. S. and Guba, E. G. (1988turalistic inquiry Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, p.202
28 Lincoln, Y. S. and Guba, E. G. (1988turalistic inquiry Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, p.202, pp. 8867
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is not to discover an ultimate truth, but to enhance the correspondence between research and
the real world®.

Reliability, conflicting with the dynamic and contextual nature of the social world and
human behaviour, is deemed inappropriate and impossible in qualitative ré8earch
Dependability emerges as the replacement, emphasizing the consistency and reliability of
results with the collected data in an emergent research &&sign

External validity concerns the generalizability of study results, but it takes a nuanced
approach in qualitative research. Instead of seeking general truths, the focus is on depth and
understanding a specific case, not many é&$es

Transferability is achieved by providing sufficient descriptive data, working with
working hypotheses, making modest speculations (extrapolations) based on similar conditions,
and identifying concrete universals through detailed case studies. To enhantte re
transferability, detailed presentations of the medina, participant quotes, field notes, documents,
and graphic data were provided, along with a carefully selected sample exhibiting maximum
variatiort®®. As Wolcott suggests, every case shares aspects with all, some, and no other
case$™.

2%0Wolcott, H. (2005)The art of fieldworK2nd ed.). Walnut Creek, CA: Altamira Press, p.160

21 Merriam, S.B. & Tisdell, E.J. (201%)ualitative Research: A Guide to Design and Implementakiew Y ork:
John Wiley & Songp.22

22| incoln, Y. S. and Guba, E. G. (1988}turalistic inquiry Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, p.202, pp. 8867
293 Merriam, S.B. & Tisdell, E.J. (201%)ualitative Research: A Guide to Design and Implementakiew Y ork:
John Wiley & Sonsp.224

2%Lincoln, Y. S. and Guba, E. G. (1988aturalistic inquiry Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, p.202, p.298

2% Wolcott, H. (2005)The art of fieldworK2nd ed.). Walnut Creek, CA: Altamira Press, p.167
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Promoting Credibility and Dependability: Eight strateqies*%®

Triangulation Triangulation
Member

Member Checks

Checks

Maximum
Variation

Maximum
Variation

Adequate
engagement
in data
collection

Rich & Thick
description

Rich & Thick
description

Adequate engagement in
data collection

Researcher ’s
position or
reflexivity

Researcher s
position or
reflexivity

Peer review/
examination

Peer review/
examination

Figure 3.9: Eight strategies for Credibility and Dependability (on the left is the theory, and on the right is what
happened in my method for this research). Source: Author

In Figure 39, the left side illustrates eight strategies employed in qualitative research
to enhance the study's credibility. On the right side, | have highlighted the strategies
predominantly utilized in my study, specifically emphasizing adequate engagement in data
collection (as detailed in the previous section) and the implementation of triangulation and an
audit trail. Although a comprehensive reflection on my position and influence in the research
has been conducted, this aspect will be further egdlm a dedicated section towards the end
of the method chapter.

1. Triangulation

There are three types of triangulation: the use of multiple methods, multiple sources of data or
multiple investigator8’. | used the first two, as my data is combining interviews,
guestionnaires, observation, documeamslysis. Secondly, | was constantly croBecking

the collected data: | interviewed people with different positions, observed the setting at

different times of the day, compared the interview data with the documents.

2% Merriam, S.B. & Tisdell, E.J. (201%)ualitative Research: A Guide to Design and Implementakiew Y ork:
John Wiley & Sons, p.229

297 Denzin, N.K. (1978)The Research Act: A Theoretical Introduction to Sociological Metk2ais ed.). New
York: McGraw-Hill.
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2. Member checks

This is alsocalled respondent validation: | requested feedback from people | interviewed on
the emerging interpretations and findings, to verifiyyf interpretationsvereplausible.

3. Adequate engagement in data collection

As | collected more data, | began to find the same results and no new information was surfacing:
the data felt saturated. Also, | looked for data that promoted alternative findingswot éict

strong evidence to support alternative data presentation, which increased my confidence in my
original explanatiof®

4. Peer review/ examination

| was continually discussing with my supervisors the process of my study: data collection,
emergent findings, interpretations.

5. Audit trail

| kept a research journal throughout the study describing how | collected the data, how |
organised it and how | engaged in interpretations and analysis. | updated it every day.

6. Rich, thick descriptions

Presenting a detailed description of the case study offers readers sufficient context to assess its
relevance to their own research case. This information endbém to evaluate the
transferability of the findings to their specific context.

7. Maximum variation

Seeking purposefully diversity in my sample allowed me to have a greater scope of application

of the results for readers of my research.

5.2 Data analysis

Data analysis started in the early stages of the research because it was a cyclical,
recursive and dynamic process with data collection. Analysis even started before collecting
data from the communities, when | was reading the literature on Rabat arattimeethts of
the City of Lightsproject. As for my data collection in the field, each day after being in the
medina, | used to write my observations and findings in my research diary (Fi@Oye 3.

Thanks to the ongoing analysis, | could refine my questiand be more focused in my

2% patton, M.Q. (2002Qualitative Research and Evaluation Metho@housand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications,
p.553
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approach to participants. This shows the role of writing as part of the analytical process.

Writing by hand also helped me master the data more, and become closer to it.

AT Z 3
| Hadlsa 2 e asdtn.
oL (s thie s et

Dot RIS b i uceest

Figure 3.10: Research Diary. Source: Author

However, data analysis became more intensive as | collected all my data and needed to
make sense of it. | asked myself: how can | go from this overwhelming collection of qualitative
data to atrustworthy, insightful analysis? Moreover, in qualitative research, the analysis
increased the volume of the data by increasing its complexity at first, in the form of notes,
transcription, summaries, é# | then needed two processes: the establishment of a structured,
systematic approach, and the interpretation of the*tta.

For a consistent approach, coding was central to the analysis method. Coding is a way
to organize and define the data by linking several passages with an idea: the code. Applying
codes to passages was a thoughtful and deliberate pfcEss the process to be systematic
and consistent, | kept a codebook, both online and in my research diary, of the codes | have
and the definitions for each one. Since qualitative analysis is emergent and iterative, | kept
updating this codebook each tieefined existing codes or added new ones.

But what did | code? My data set could have multiple codes and interpretations, but it

was my research questions that played a cent

29 Gibbs, G. (2007pnalyzing qualitative data_ondon: Sage Publications, p.4
30 Gibbs, G. (2007pnalyzing qualitative data_ondon: Sage Publications, p.8
301 Gibbs, G. (2007Analyzing qualitative datd_ondon: Sage Publications, p.39
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material is always open for new interpretations, depending on the perspective and the questions
a s k e d392my research questions framed my decisions about what | was trying to find and

understand in the data. For that, they were part of each step of the analytical process (Figure
3.11).

STRUCTURAL CODING THEMATIC ANALYSIS
Deductive coding with pre- Identify, reduce and
defined categories interpret the patterns and
themes
4 L 4 L 4 L 4

PATA.PREPARATION LINE-BY-LINE CODING

Transcription and Inductive  coding  with

organisation of the data emerging patterns and

themes

Figure 3.11: The process of my data analysis. Source: Author

Step 1: Preparing the data

First, | produced a list of all the empirical materials that | possessed and compiled them
in a file, with subfiles for each type of material (pictures, institutional documents, interview
audios, etc). This way, | could have easy access to an organtaesktd also had a metadata
table to compile my interviews (Table 3.6)

2Hallin, A. (2020) o6Strategies for analysing qualita
materi al youb ve codtdlédst)Hod b Keep your Doxterates om rdcWashington:
Elgar, p. 115
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Table 3.6: Metadata for interviews. Source: Author

Name Anonymizing Date of the Length of the | Linked pictures

interviewee reference interview interview (reference)

The next step in data preparation, was interview transcription. The aim of my study
guided the transcription process. Transcription was a change of medium but nonetheless a
necessary transformation of the data. This could introduce issues of fideligreta&on and
accuracy. However, the detail of transcription could compensate for the loss of dimension of
understanding when | went from audio recording to text.

This is why in general, | did try to transcribe everything, as any piece of information
can be useful in the analysis later on. | also tried to make the transcriptions as detailed as
possible, and as close to the original content as possible, with éby#ardrd transcription.

Since | was interested in opinions and stories, | did transcribe many parts with the
original language (Moroccan) then translated it separately. When strong feelings arose or
strong opinions, | put between brackets the emotion that was used in the spgdezhumber
of times someone insisted on a word. The waerly, absolutelyor definitelywere repeated
many times. Some gestures were also noted while having the interviews, like a fist on the table
to express certitude or anger.

| found that this process deepened my closeness to the data. Transcription is personal
and creative and not just a mechanical method to put the audio transcripts inté®paper.
Besides, | wrote a lot of notes in my diary while transcribing, as | had new insights. This is
why | am not advocating for automatic transcription in qualitative research in general, as |

could see the benefits of it.

Step2: Initial Coding Process- Structural coding

After transcription, | started the first layer of coding using a deductive approach. This

approach involved developing categories before delving into the data. The categories aligned

303Gibbs, G. (2007Analyzing qualitative datd_ondon: Sage Publications, p.11
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with my research questions, whaeb-categories were derived from the interview questions.
However, not all categories necessitated-cubt egor i es . For i nstance,
remained without subategories, as | wanted to uncover these within the data itself. An
example illustrahg the categories change and value with thecaubgories is presented in

Figure 3.2.

Change Value

® Opinion & Feelings on
changes °?

e Opinion on City of Lights e
changes )

e Main factor of change o?

e Tangible repercussions of e
change

Figure 3.12: Categories and subategories, examples from my deBaurce: Author

This type of coding, known as structural coding, aligns with how, why, and what
guestions and proves beneficial for managing large data sets, facilitating quick access to
categories. This initial coding process proved particularly effective for interviehik its
impact was somewhat diminished for questionnaires, which already offered structured answers.
Nonetheless, a final review of questionnaires was conducted to organize them better. To aid in

this data organization process, | utilized NVivo Software

Step 3: Second coding process: liday-line coding

After categorizing the data, | organized it into Word documents, allocating each
document to a specific stdategory. Then, | conducted a thorough-myeline review of the
dat a, adopting an inductive appr oarchit Dalrfid
reveal patterns and themes, facilitating the development of a genuine understanding.

This valuebased coding method, tied to participants' views and opinions, proved
essential, particularly for capturing expres

their values and experiences.
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This phase of data analysis was the most challenging, as it required significant time and
meticulous attention to details and nuances. Indeed, | engaged in code expansion, coding as
much data as possible. The process waslinear, involving continuous etration between
codes, analysis, and interviews.

For instance, after initially coding a set of data, | revisited the codes in a second round
to ensure consistency across the dataset. The dynamic process also involved constant reference
to the codebook, which | continuously updated. The codebook wasuendntwhere | kept
all of my codes and the meaning of each code. This tool served as a valuable guide, helping me

navigate the data, maintain the meaning of my findings, and revisit them regularly.

Step 4: Thematic Analysis

Once the data was fully coded, the next and final step was reducing the data,
summarizing it, and then constructing findings. The central question guiding this step was:
what does the data mean? For that, | needed a method as well, and | chose thelyssic ana
Despite the focus on discourse and communities in my research, | selected thematic analysis
due to its suitability in comprehending opinions, thoughts, and experiences across a8ataset

Following the meticulous linby-line coding process, | identified and organized the
emerging themes within the data. | then reduced this data into key findings, highlighting
noteworthy quotes, expressions, and images that carry significant meaningpsuéateathe

collective sentiment. Sometimes, a single quote could answer an interview question.

5.3 Reflection

In this section, | aim to be a bit more critical of my approach by showing the limitations
of my method. Given the intricate and sensitive nature of conducting research with people, this
reflective section is significant for my research. While efforts wieside to ensure a rigorous
and ethical research process, all studies have inevitable flaws and limitations that should be
acknowledged. This is even truer when the methodology chosen calls for more scrutiny for

biases. Firstly, the adoption of the constirist paradigm introduces complexities due to the

S“Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2012pPAHaMmokaftResearch Mahbdss i s 0,
in PsychologyVYol. 2) Collection Research designs. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association, p.61
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substantial role of the researcher in shaping the research outcomes. It recognized the
collaborative nature of understanding between the researcher and the resp&ndents

Secondly, in the realm of qualitative research, | functioned as the primary instrument
for both data collection and interpretation, essentially servingh@smain 'measurement
device 3% Consequently, the chosen methodology necessitates a profound reflection on my
limitations and potential biases as a researcher. The aim was not to completely eliminate them,
but rather to be sedware and transparent, both to myself and to the reader.

Biases can be viewed as virtuous, as they form the foundation for researchers to make
distinctive contributions, stemming from the unique interplay of their personal qualities
intertwined with the collected data. In this regard, my most distinct qualityyisnsider
outsider status. As an insider, | am from Morocco, born and raised, and more specifically, |
bel ong to the Rbati community. This raised p
inclined to disclose information to insiders or outsidérs?’and O Does a researc
member of the group under inveéestigation to c

In my case, being an insider allowed me to have people reveal valuable information to
me that they woulahot normally do to outsiders, even to Moroccan themselves. The@Rbati
community is known to be reserved and withdrawn, and willing to share only with people
within this same community, assessing their identity first by asking you your link to them.
Another insider advantage is the language: | could understand all the :iaaddgave a more
precise comprehension because it is my mother tongue. | stiogiggye that without being
an insider, | couldot use this method to research the medina of Rabat, as Rbatis nabuld
speak to me as deeply and honestly.

The setback is my attachment to my city and my community, so | could be biased in
the sense that | will give more weight to their thoughts. To bring a balance to that, as | wanted
to be fair and to hear everyopeewharelalsgpitatkedon at
to the current population. | found out that they also give the Rbati a lot of weight when it comes
to understanding the medina, and they advised me to focus on them more.

Another aspect that enabled me to be less biased by my belonging to the Rbati

community is my outsider status as well. | never lived in the medina, | grew up instead studying

%Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2012paPAHaMImokaftResearch Mathbodss i s 0,
in PsychologyVol. 2) Collection Research designs. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association, p.61

306 Miles, M.B. & Huberman, A.M. (1994Qualitative Data AnalysisThousand Oaks, CA: SAGE, p. 7

307Merriam, S.B. & Tisdell, E.J. (201%)ualitative Research: A Guide to Design and Implementakiew Y ork:

John Wiley & Sons, p.108
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in the French School with its own philosophy, totally different from Moroccan tradition. | could
have some distance from my own culture and observe it without too much entanglement in it.
| am now living inLiverpool, discovering the British system and thoughts, which furthered the
distance even more. During interviews, | da debate or argue with the participants, or gave
them my own view on things, | tried @ive them as much safe space as possible to not
influence their viewpoints and to let them exgs themselvedly aim was to explore their
answers, not to share my assumptions.

In the conclusion chapter, | will further explore study limitations and potential method
enhancements, but here are some initial insights:

1 Analysis Involving additional analysts could enhance objectivity and offer
alternative explanations. Sharing interview audios with analysts would convey deeper meaning
6t hrough hesitat iaocncse n th r3antdnitnogn,e .léaught er ,

1 Sample size and questionnairBgspite attempts to reach saturation, the sample

size (55 medina inhabitants and 40 Rbatis) imposed restrictions. A more extensive study with
hundreds of participants would enhance the authority of the research. Additionally, the
guestionnaires for inh@hnts were brief, rarely exceeding 20 minutes. More time may have
enabled deeper insights and detalil.

i Ethnographic workMy exclusive reliance on interviews and questionnaires

precluded direct observation of inhabitant practices, interactions, and spaces. Supplementary
ethnographic work could have provided thicker descriptions. But this is more aimed at other

research quésns.

| aimed for an ethical, systematic and thorough qualitative study. However, the perspectives
shared in the thesis remain partial accounts from individuals in a specific context. As with all
social research, humility regarding the limits and situatednedsadihgs is crucial and

warranted.

308 Adams Stein, J., & Rowden, E. (2019) 'Speaking from the Inside’, in Stead, N., Gosseye, J., & Van der Plaat,
D. (eds.)Speaking of Buildings: Oral History in Architectural Researghn Francisco: Chronicle Books, p.33
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Conclusion

In conclusion, this chapter provided a comprehensive description of the qualitative approach
guiding this study on Rabat's medina. Efforts were made to ensure systematic data collection
and analysis methods aligned with qualitative research tools. Purpsanpling facilitated
access to informatierich cases within the medina's community, until data reached saturation.
Strategies to augment credibility and dependability were implemented, including triangulation,
member checks, and adequate engagemeiheirfigld. Additionally, ethical protocols were
strictly observed to minimize participant harm and risk in taking the research.

There was an awareness that qualitative research inherently has limitations. But the reflexivity
and transparency regarding the situated and partial nature of the findings will allow readers to
evaluate their credibility. Further critiques of the methogglvere acknowledged.

Overall, the method chapter outlined the rigorous application of qualitative case study method

to yield a holistic understanding of the rep

Page [L04



Chapter 4: The cycles of

medina

dt is time for them [foreigners] and for us [Moroccans] to heal from this disenchantment
that drags theanecdotes of the little story of Rabat. It is finally time to love Rabat as

Moroccans know how to love.

Lahjomri, A. (2015)XRabat, peu aim&@QUID. Available at https:/quid.ma/societe/Rabaieuaime
(Accessed 26©9-2021)
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Introduction

Bordered by th&ouregreg to the east, turning its back to the Atlantic Ocean, delimited
to the west by the Almohad wall and to the south by the Andalusian wall, the Medina is
contained in an area of 91 hectdf&¢Figure 4.1 and 4.2For most ofmy interviewes, its
history is perceived as the most important value, and as essential to know before diving into
the multiple representations surrounding theaitigl 3°

Chapter 4 lays the foundation for the rest of the thesis as it has two aims. It will examine
the key developments and processes that influenced and shaped the medina of Rabat. Inspired
by the concept ofCycles of Urban Mutatin outlined intheDe vel op ment Pl an f ¢
medina this chapter details each cycle (Figure 4.3) and adds a sixth one: the cycle of rebirth,
based orthe current projectity of Lights(20142018)3!

Secondly, this chapter will present the urban configuration of the place. We will see
throught he analysis of i1its history that Rabatos
the static medina, because Rabatds ol d city
the medina the most: the Moors (160866), French Colonialism (191956 and City of
Lights(20142018).

309 Moroccan Government (201Pr oposi tion déinscription sur |l a Liste
Royaume du Maroc: Dossier de nomination (Nomination Fitabat, p.75

310 This was confirmed by the online survey | did: 247 out of 339, which is 73% who agreed that history was the

most important value of the medina.

311 Agence Urbaine de Rabat (20Bl)) an doéam®nagement et de sRahavegarde de

Page [LO6



Quartier
Bettana

Quartier
Akkari

Quartier
Agdal

Cité
Militaire Quartier
Takaddoum

Quartier El
Menzeh

Quartier
Souissi

Quartier

Quartier Bir Kacem

Ryad

Quartier
Ryad
Quartier Extension
des Forces
Auxilliaires

Uarcier A
Karya /

i s Oulja /
) Quartier 7
Oudaya) & Belle Vue 2 (
0 1 Fm o -~ \

Atlantic Ocean 7o ol Bouregreg
River

Chouhada
Cemetery

Almohad Wall

, s
2 22 \4,?8»//3 o

Figure 4.2: The medina' surroundings. Source: Author
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Cycle of

Cycle of Cycle of D ding: Cycle of Cycle of Cycle of
Formation Anchoring owngrading: Substitution Radicalisation Rebirth
Colonialism
(1121-1549) (1549-1912) (1912-1956) (1956-1970s) (1980s-2000) (2000-now)

Figure 4.3: Cycles of urban mutation of Rabat's medina. Source: Author

1. The cycle of formation (XIt XVI century)

In her chapter on 'Urbanization in North Africa," Abughod contrasts Rabat with
other major North African capitals, revealing its historical insignificance until the 12th century
under the Almohad dynasfy. Before that, Rabat's history is imprecise, possibly inhabited by
Phoenicians and Carthaginians, later becoming a small Roman walled town known as "Old
Sala." In the tenth century, Rabat had no city, only #inBounded through a jihad, it started
as a convent fortress with the Almoravids, evolving into a crucial base for warriors fighting for

Andalusia under various dynasties like Almohad and Metifid

Almohad (11211269)

Rabat's historical significance begins with the Almohad, specifically under Abdel
Moumen (10941163) in 1146. Initially named Ribat-Bhth, meaning the camp of victory,

AbdelMoumen fortified theAlmoravid fortress (Casbah or Ribat in Arabic) for soldiers

312 Abu-Lughod,J. L. (1980)Rabat:Urban Apartheid PrincetonPrincetonUniversityPress, pp.3G2

313The geographer, Ibn Hawgal, writing in 9878, cited inAbu-Lughod, J. L. (1980Rabat: Urban Apartheid
Princeton: Princeton University Press, p.44

314 Caille, J. (1950) a petite histoire de RabaRabat: Institut des hautes Etudes marocaines, p.10
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heading to jihad in Andalusia. Abd®loumen expanded it into a city called Mehdya, honoring
the Almohad doctrine's founder;MehdP*®.

Abou Youssef Yacoub al Mansour (111894), AbdelMoumen's grandson, founded
Rabat after theictory of Alarcos in 1195. His vision aimed to make Rabat a major Muslim
city, mirroring Fes and Marrakech. However, setbacks like al Mansour's death and the defeat
at Las Navas de Tolosa in 1212 stalled the city's growth, leading to decline. Al Masour,
his deathbed, even expressed regret for building Ribdtafki, foreseeing a pessimistic

future’:®, Yet, Rabat's posterity would prove him wrong.

Oudayas’

Kasbah

Figure 4.4: The medina under the Almohad. Source: Author

Marinid (12691549)

Fez became the Marinid capital, leaving Rabat as a largely ruined market town, at a
critical timein the Arab world where cities were built and consolidaté&rom the late 13th
century to the early Bcentury, Rabat enters an era of gloom and dedlfrexamining the

medina'’s urban evolution in the Merirpériod is challenging due to scarce historical sources

315 akhdar, K. and Ducrot, L. (199Babat : Le t e@apablandadRddifedition; Cdille J. (1950)
La petite histoire de RabaRabat: Institut des hautes Etudes marocaines, p.10

316 ahjomri, A. (2015)Rabat esprit des lielRabat: Académie ddoyaume, p.5

317Rabbe, P. F. (19228u Maroc sur les rives du BouRegrdpbat.: Bergetevrault, p.51

818| akhdar, K. and Ducrot, L. (199Ba bat : Le t eCagablanchoEadif &ditioni | | e
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and difficulties in archaeological excavations. Conflicting views exist on the Marinid itHpact
with some researchers suggesting a concentration near the*¢3sbhtte others argue for a
broader influence in various medina distriétsDespite debates, the true urban form of the
medina becomes apparent with the arrival of the Andalusians, marking the cycle of
anchoring®? Chroniclers during the Almohad era didt note Marinid traces in the medina,

viewing them primarily as a dynasty focused on using Rabat as a necropolis to bury their
dead?®:,

Oudayas’
Kashah

Figure 4.5: The medina under the Marinid. Sourdgithor

319 Belfquih, M. and Fadloullah, A. (1986)lécanismes et formes de croissance urbaine au Maax de

| 6aggl o m®r3ae Rabat: LiBrairke &t Maarif; Chihani, B. (1978)evolution des activites dans la
medina de Rabat, 1951978 Rabat: Faculte Mohamed V

S20E]| Atti (M.) et Saray (M.), (1988Etude compare de deux medinas du Maghreb, Rabat et Rabist: ENA,
p.27

321 Mouline, S. (1998Repéres de la MémoirRabat.Rabat: Ministérede 6 habi t a't

322 pffaires Indigenes et Service de Renseignements (1R4l&at et sa région: Les villes avant la conquBtaris:
E.Leroux p.16

323 Lahjomri, A. (2015)Rabat esprit des lieuRabat: Académie du Royaume, p.5
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2. The cycle of anchoring: Saadians (154859) and Alawite
(16661912) dynasties

2.1 The Spanish and the Bouregreg Republic (16385): piracy,
fragmentation

Since the Almohad period, Andalusians were encouraged to settle in Rabat,
facilitatedby a 1239 dahir from the Almohad ruler-Richid®?* However, it was in the 17th
century, under the Saadians, that Rabat saw two waves of Spanish exile. Philip Il of Spain
expelled Hornacherosin 163 The Hornacheros are described
Muslim, Arabics p e a ¥®ifrongtiée town of Hornachos. They arrived in the beginning of
1610 and inhabited the Casbdthe Sultan Moulay Zidan sent a Cherifian caid to welcome
them in Rabat and entrusted them with the task of defending Rabat anil Gatéis a Muslim
civil servant who combines the functions of judge, administrator, chief of police.

The Hornacherossoon set up an independent state, far from the authority of the
Moroccan government, and engaged in piracy. The following year, Moriscos from the
kingdoms of Granada, Murcia and Andalusia, built and settled in the madikmamedSalé
le-Neufby the first French travellef&’ Animated by their desire to take revenge on Christians
and on the Peninsula, while making large profits, both the casbah and the medina united to
become the seat of t he’®BaHdhacharos el the rRoagpalyb | i ¢
on piracy profits. Internal struggles ensued until the Alawites arrived in 1666.

Rabat's unique history traces?®jandnottoevi t al
Arabs or Berbers who constitute the majority of the Moroccan populafibis marked
Morocco's detachment from the Islamworld and its involvement in the Christidvhuslim
conflict®*°, Economic prosperity from piracy fueled significant urban expansion, resulting in

the creation of the Moebuilt medind3.. Their rejectionby both the Slawi in Séaland the

%4 Cited by A.Kriem (1988) inRibat AlFath, Assimat Al Mamlakah Al MaghribyaRabat: Académie du
Royaume.

325 Abu-Lughod, J. L. (1980Rabat: UrbanApartheid Princeton: Princeton University Press, p.67

326 Abu-Lughod, J. L. (1980Rabat: Urban ApartheidPrinceton: Princeton University Press. p.67

327 Caillé, J. (1949).a ville de Rabat jusqu'au protectorat frangais: histoire et archéolfgi. 1). Paris:
Vanoestp.213

328 Caillé, J. (1949)La ville de Rabat jusqu'au protectorat francais: histoire et archéolfgid. 1). Paris:
Vanoestp.226

329 From my interviews with the Rbati

330 Abu-Lughod, J. L. (1980Rabat: Urban ApartheidPrinceton: Princeton University Press, p.61

331 The majority of my interviewee insisted on this fact
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Hornacheros in the Casb#dit them with no choicetherthan constructing their own city, the

medina, omew Sala, with their own planning and social réies

Oudayas’

Kasbah

Figure 4.6: The medinainder the Moors. Source: Author

The Moorsstrategically planned the medina, incorporating Andalusian influences in
defense, urban layout, and architecture. They initiated construction with the Andalusian wall,
protecting their territory, reshaping and limiting the ambitious 450 hectares desigaéd b
Mansour. Organizing around the Grand Mosque from the Merinid, they established artisanal
and residential shopping districts, giving rise to typical Andalusian houses in Bhira and
Laalou®™®. The central part of the medina was planned with a regular grid pattern, influenced
by Andalusian urban tradition, with two major arteries crossing east and west, four main streets
travelling north and soutff. From this pattern, the medina will have an organic growth in its
centre. The medina is also rich in decorative arts thanks to the Andalusian influence. Moors
had a good knowledge of crafts, especially embroidery and quarrelling. To this day, many of

thedoors to homes in the medina of Rabat are decoratedHigitaneMoor art.

332 Abu-Lughod, J. L. (1980Rabat: Urban ApartheidPrinceton: Princeton University Press, p.64

¥ nterview, 28Apri |l 2021, O6L3Fah Leader of Ribat al
334Caillé, J. (1949)La ville de Rabat jusqu'au protectorat francais: histoire et archéolpgid. 1). Paris: Vanog
p.213

335 Caille, J. (1950) a petite histoire de RabaRabat: Institut des hautes Etudes marocaines, p.31
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The Andalusians transformed Rabat againdflahsour's expectations, opening it to
Europe through piracy. Moroccans see Andalusian influence as the precursor to modernity,
predating French colonialism. For them, the unwelcomed Moriscos in 1609 weredrejetcte
for cultural differences but for introducing modernity to a closed sdéfeffhe Republic of
BouRegreg's interactions with Europe, fueled by piracy, established political and commercial
ties. Rabat became the primary Moroccan port of the Atlantic, attracting French, English, and
Dutch traders to settle in the medifaThis dynamic, driven by piracy and so@oonomic

activities, elevated Rabat to a significant city.

2.2 Alawite: Rabat, the imperial city (Moroccan dynasty from 168562)

The Alawite dynasty, starting withloulay erRechid in 1666, transformed Rabat
from a small pirate republic into a city governed in line with traditional Moroccan cities. The
anarchic existence ended as piracy became an official government enterprise under the new
rulers’® Rabat lost itsinique character and assimilated into Moroccan, Arabic, and Islamic
culture, integrating further into Morocco's development in the subsequent cefituries

After Moulay Ismail's deathMor occo6é Sul t an Rababfacedl 6 72 t
anarchy agaif*°But Sidi Mohammed Ben Abdellah restored order in 1785, turning Rabat into
an imperial city with a palacé! In the 18th and 19th centuries, Rabat even became a transit
town between Fes and Marrakech for the Sultan Moulay Sliffanénder his reign, the
medina expanded. In 1807, drelered the creation of the Mellah (Jewish district) at the eastern
end, where the Jews settled the next year, leaving Bhira district. Moulay Slimane also extended
the medina with the creation of Legza district, introducing residential and religious masume
like Guezzarin Mosque. By the late 19th century, Rabat evolved ihtalidya city, which
means a city with a burgeoning bourgeoisie. Large fortunes from piracy and international trade
gave birth to this bour geoitsfinaised thi& fotmatiorhok ci t vy
this wealthy class. Also, some medina residents took on Makhzen (governmental) fufigtions.

% Lahjomri, A. (2015)Rabat esprit des lieuRabat: Académie du Royaume, p.6
337 Callle, J. (1950)a petite histoire de RabaRabat: Institut des hautes Etudes marocaines, p.15

338 | akhdar, K. and Ducrot, L. (199Babat : Le t eCagablanchoEddif &ditieni |1 | e
339 Abu-Lughod, J. L. (1980Rabat: Urban ApartheidPrinceton: Princeton University Press, p.73
340 akhdar, K. and Ducrot, L. (199Ba b at : Le t eCGagablanchoEddif &ditieni | | e

341 Belfquih, M. and Fadloullah, A. (1986)1écanismes et formes de croissance urbaine au M@ax de
| 6aggl om®rSalé Rabat: Likrarib &l Maarif, p.37

342 Belfquih, M. and Fadloullah, A. (1986)1écanismes et formes de croissance urbaine au M@ax de
| 6aggl om®rSalé Rabat: Lilrarib &l Maarif, p.37

343 Caille, J. (1950) a petite histoire de RabaRabat: Institut des hautes Etudes marocaines, p.18
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The cycle of anchoring challenges the idea of the medina being a traditional city. In
the early 20th centurjyloroccan medinas, including Rabat's, had already experienced changes
due to 19tkcentury international capitalisif* Rabat, being a prominent port, exemplified this
transformation. AbtLughod emphasesthe impact of foreign observers on the medina, where
a traditional culture, through the process of foreign observations dtepg purely
traditional®*® The Rue des Consuls was a bustling commercial street, symbolizing Rabat's
global trade interactions. However, foreign firms eventually took control of Moroccan
enterprises, slowly instituting a climate of conqié%in 1912, Rabat officially became a
French Protectorate, marking an economic conquest before political changes. The medina's

role and position in the city underwent a shift during this period.

Oudayas’
Kasbah

Figure 4.7: The medina under the Alawite. Source: Author

344To understan®abat right before colonisatiphouis Mercier realised @etailed topographic survey thfe city.

Merci er , L. (1906) 6 Ra bAachives Mamsamespme VI, mpr29634® pogr aphi que é
345 Abu-Lughod, J. L. (1980Rabat: Urban ApartheidPrinceton: Princeton University Press, p.87

346 Abu-Lughod, J. L. (1980Rabat: Urban ApartheidPrinceton: Princeton University Press, ppS36
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3.Urban and architectur al prese

31The medinads primary streets

Before delving into the colonial period, we will first explore gpatial configuration of the
medina. Medinas are characterized primarily by their medieval walls and doors @&Bure

Almohad Wall

) Andalusian Wall
Bab Then Bab Bouiba Bab Chellah Bab Mellah

Figure 4.8: The medina's walls and doors. Source: Author
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Figure 4.9: The Andalusian Wall. Source: Author

The second attribute is the hierarchisation of streets. Hglifallustrates the five main axes
traversing the medina from North to South and East to West: Souiga, Laalou, Boukroun,
Consuls, Sidi Fateh, Mellah, Elgza.
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Laalou

Boukroun

Mellah

Legza Sidi Fateh Consul

Figure 4.10: The medina's main streets. Source: Author

I will present the visual evolution and some images of these streets in the next pages. The order
will follow the order outlined above.

Figures 4.11 for the Souika street show that the mosque is still the main landmark of the street.

The streets are still full of people, as it
main changere the canopies of the shops that have been homogenized and built in wood,

whereas before they were many types of canopies: wood, textile, etc.
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Figure 4.11: Souika Street. Left: brm th protectofzie (around 1920s) and today(2021). source: Author
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Souk Essebat most apparent evolutior
the change of the ceiling: its ceiling wil
reeds, which filters the light, has be
replaced with a thick ceiling made wit
wood, which totally blocked the light
This ceiling has been installed during tl

City of Lightsrenovation work.

Figure 4.12: Souk Sebbat's evolution (In Souika Straetdm left to right: years 1914. 2010, 2020.

Source: Auhor
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Laalou Street houses kept their original extroverted structure, with balconies on tf
floor. The real transformation that the oncempty street evolved into a bustling pla

filled with parked cars, pedestrian activity, and congested with traffic, as it now ser

a primary artery of the Rabat.

Figure 4.13: Laalou Street. Top: Protectorate era, while Laalou was Hailbund 1920s) and when it was finished around 1930s (
picture). Bottom: Laalou now (2021). Source: Author
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