The Empire of Climate. A History of an Idea. David N Livingstone. Place of Publication: Princeton University Press Name of Press, 2024; 552pp 16 b/w illustrations, notes, bibliog., index. $38.00/£32.00 ISBN: 9780691236704 
Reviewed by Georgina Endfield, University of Liverpool, UK. 
ORCiD https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6052-2204
Humans have been pre-occupied by climate for millennia. We have sought to make sense of its behaviour and variability, to explore its influences on people and places, on our minds, our bodies and our ways of life. David Livingstone’s Empire of Climate powerfully illuminates this obsession, and represents an extremely rich scholarly interrogation of the ways in which climate, as an idea, has been adopted and adapted in the pursuit of particular goals, to justify imperialism and geopolitical ambitions, to explain difference, whether this is in relation to race, ethnicity, gender or place, to account for the rise of conflict, and, arguably, to displace or avert blame for more contemporary harms. The book reveals the complex but persistent lure of deterministic thinking with respect to climate’s influence on society through time, and cleverly positions the neo-environmentally deterministic, reductionist thinking and writing that we see today, particularly in popular texts and media headlines, within a long genealogy of thought, debate and anxiety. 
The book is structured around four key overarching and interconnected arenas: Health, Mind, Wealth and War, chosen because, in Livingstone’s words, they represent important contemporary sources “of distress or intrigue.” (p.11).  These arenas, or “cardinal points on a map… of the empire of climate,” (p. 20), also represent “vantage points” (p. 402) from which to view a significant breadth of ideas about climate and its impacts on society, and how those ideas emerged, and were articulated, circulated, recycled and misappropriated. This breadth enables the reader to engage with the work of key figures, many characters, and debates across an extraordinary historical coverage from Classical Greece to the present and onto the future, and to read across a variety of geographical scales from the individual body through to the human race and planetary health in our Anthropocene age. 
Each of the four major sections of the book sets out its contemporary saliency and unpicks the intricacies of its historical context, revealing the making and remaking of ideas about climate’s influences. Livingstone brings into relief an astonishing breadth of subjects where a climate cause has been invoked, from climate’s role in the shaping of humanity’s evolutionary development and the process of hominization, highlighting the revitalisation of climate in palaeoanthropology research today, through to the health effects of different climate regimes, the pathologisation of people, climate’s effects on individual character and the relationships between climate and conflict.  Livingstone demonstrates how climate has been enrolled as a justification for some of the darkest aspects of human history, including race relations, imperial control and slavery, and as an explanation for difference, whether this is in terms of bodies, minds, intellect, or relative healthiness of place. Through deep and critical interrogation, he makes visible the interrelationships between many of these subject areas. He also shows how climate’s manifestations through weather, and extreme and unusual weather events, have been brought to bear to explain increases in criminal behaviour and violence, mental distress, changes in emotions and moods, market performance, and economic breakdown.
Livingstone’s canon of previous, agenda-shaping work on the histories of geographical knowledge, science and religion and the spatiality of scientific culture, has surfaced many of these areas of enquiry. The distinctiveness of Empire of Climate, however, is its intricate weaving of threads through history, and across different disciplines, networks, and venues of knowledge production, revealing not only the roots of historical thinking on climate but the interconnections between key figures -- the philosophers, geographers, physicians, eugenicists, theologians, meteorologists -- whose thoughts, words and writings reveal a deep and constant fascination with the idea of climate. The upshot is the most colourful and textured of maps -- a powerful and heavily peopled backdrop for our current thinking and understanding on contemporary climate debates.
The focus is on Western environmental thinking, and the genealogies of climate ideas, with a number of exceptions, forefront a predominantly male lineage, a function of the historical marginalization of women from formal scientific debate. But notwithstanding Livingstone’s humble recognition that there will inevitably be some “distortions and silences” on his map (p. 402), this book is exceptionally rich with detailed accounts of key people, their backgrounds, training and influences and their provocative climatic proclamations. We might consider, for example, Clarence Alonzo Mills (1886-1949) who became a Professor of Medicine at the University of Cincinnati General Hospital. Mills’ interests in medical climatology were heavily influenced by Ellsworth Huntington (1876-1947), perhaps one of the most recognised names in environmental determinism, but also William Petersen (1887-1950), a founding father of Biometeorology. Mills was an empiricist and, echoing classical thinking on bodily humors, argued that weather and climate “’determine the level of activity or ‘pep’, the restlessness of complacency, bodily vigour or sluggishness, progressiveness or contentment with mere existence.’ ” (p. 123)
Other examples include English born John William Draper (1811-1882). Draper would become a Professor of Chemistry, but was also a physician, photographer and historian. His conviction was that climate played a key role in the American Civil War, a view later echoed and supported by determinist Geographer, Ellen Churchill Semple (1863-1932), herself a student of German anthropogeographer Friedrich Ratzel (1844-1904), and later first female President of the Association of American Geographers. As Livingstone notes, Semple considered that “politics followed pedology, slavery was a matter of soil and conflict boiled down to climate.” (p.348)  
More recent examples of climate thinking are of course also brought into view, including bold work from psychologists writing in the 1970s, linking global warming with increased violence, rioting and murder. These kinds of headline grabbing associations are at once powerful and alarming and can be considered to afford a glimpse into the future, a foretelling the kind of headlines we see today.  But the genealogies of thought traced in this wonderful book, enable the reader to position and understand such work as echoes of earlier hypotheses, and to appreciate the very long shadows that deterministic thinking has cast, extending to the reductionism we have seen, as Livinsgtone notes, in the new “incarnations in our own Anthropocene era.” (p. 399).  
Revealing the long history of oversimplification of climate’s influence on society at a time when the impacts of a warming world are becoming all too visible, could be considered somewhat adventurous. To be absolutely clear, however, Livingstone’s thesis in no way disputes the reality of climate change and its implications which are obviously profound and alarming. As he notes, however, our growing appreciation of climate change and global warming is, to some extent, driving a new era of environmental determinism and there is a real concern that recent speculation and threats of imminent disaster might induce a sense of fatalism and hopelessness, obscuring a focus on the scope for positive intervention.
The Empire of Climate reveals the longevity and worrying recycling of ideas, framing devices, a lack of learning from history, the potential for, and the risks associated with, the abandonment of progressive thinking and the persistence of simplistic interpretations of climate and society relationships. The themes discussed throughout take us to intriguing and fascinating, but sometimes quite dark and difficult spaces on Livingstone’s map. But the point is, we need to learn about the way in which causal relationships were articulated and propagated to demonstrate the mistakes of the past, and in order to see our way forward in a climate changed world. Livingstone makes the case brilliantly by guiding us through a unique and deeply scholarly exploration of the history of deterministic thinking. This is without a doubt a benchmark publication.
